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national journalism and the working press,
senior leaders in every branch of the Armed
Forces of the United States, and distin-
guished scholars and historians;

Whereas the legacy of leadership of the
White House Fellows program is a national
resource that has served the United States in
major challenges, including—

(1) organizing resettlement operations fol-
lowing the Vietnam War;

(2) assisting with the national response to
terrorist attacks;

(3) managing the aftermath of natural dis-
asters, such as Hurricanes Katrina and Rita;

(4) providing support to earthquake vic-
tims in Haiti and Nepal;

(5) serving in the Armed Forces of the
United States in Iraq and Afghanistan; and

(6) reforming and innovating in national
and international securities and capital mar-
kets;

Whereas the post-Fellowship years of the
725 White House Fellows are characterized by
a demonstrable lifetime commitment to pub-
lic service through continuing personal and
professional renewal and association, cre-
ating a White House Fellows Community of
Mutual Support for leadership at every level
of government and in every element of life in
the United States; and

Whereas September 1, 2015, marked the
50th anniversary of the first class of White
House Fellows to serve the United States:
Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That Congress—

(1) recognizes the 50th anniversary of the
White House Fellows program and commends
the White House Fellows for their continuing
lifetime commitment to public service;

(2) acknowledges the legacy of leadership
provided by White House Fellows over the
years in their local communities, the United
States, and the world; and

(3) expresses appreciation and support for
the continuing leadership of White House
Fellows in all aspects of the national life of
the United States in the years ahead.

————
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED
SA 2708. Mr. BOOKER submitted an

amendment intended to be proposed by him
to the concurrent resolution S. Con. Res. 21,
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for a ceremony to
commemorate the 150th Anniversary of the
ratification of the 13th Amendment; which
was referred to the Committee on Rules and
Administration.

SA 2709. Mr. DAINES (for Mr. THUNE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 34, to
authorize and strengthen the tsunami detec-
tion, forecast, warning, research, and mitiga-
tion program of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, and for other
purposes.

SA 2710. Mr. DAINES (for Mr. SASSE) pro-
posed an amendment to the bill H.R. 3116, to
extend by 15 years the authority of the Sec-
retary of Commerce to conduct the quarterly
financial report program.

———

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2708. Mr. BOOKER submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the concurrent resolution S.
Con. Res. 21, authorizing the use of
Emancipation Hall in the Capitol Vis-
itor Center for a ceremony to com-
memorate the 150th Anniversary of the
ratification of the 13th Amendment;
which was referred to the Committee
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on Rules and Administration; as fol-
lows:

On page 1, lines 8 and 9, strike ‘“July 8"
and insert ‘‘December 8.

SA 2709. Mr. DAINES (for Mr. THUNE)
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 34, to authorize and strengthen
the tsunami detection, forecast, warn-
ing, research, and mitigation program
of the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration, and for other
purposes; as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted, add the following:
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“Tsunami
Warning, Education, and Research Act of
2015,

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO THE TSUNAMI WARNING
AND EDUCATION ACT.

Except as otherwise expressly provided,
whenever in this Act an amendment or re-
peal is expressed in terms of an amendment
to, or repeal of, a section or other provision,
the reference shall be considered to be made
to a section or other provision of the Tsu-
nami Warning and Education Act (Public
Law 109-424; 33 U.S.C. 3201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. EXPANSION OF PURPOSES OF TSUNAMI
WARNING AND EDUCATION ACT.

Section 3 (33 U.S.C. 3202) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting
search,” after ‘‘warnings,”’;

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as
follows:

““(2) to enhance and modernize the existing
United States Tsunami Warning System to
increase the accuracy of forecasts and warn-
ings, to ensure full coverage of tsunami
threats to the United States with a network
of detection assets, and to reduce false
alarms;”’;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as
follows:

“(3) to improve and develop standards and
guidelines for mapping, modeling, and as-
sessment efforts to improve tsunami detec-
tion, forecasting, warnings, notification,
mitigation, resiliency, response, outreach,
and recovery;’’;

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (56), and
(6) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (8), respec-
tively;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) to improve research efforts related to
improving tsunami detection, forecasting,
warnings, notification, mitigation, resil-
iency, response, outreach, and recovery;’’;

(6) in paragraph (5), as redesignated—

(A) by striking ‘‘and increase’ and insert-
ing ‘‘, increase, and develop uniform stand-
ards and guidelines for”’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘, including the warning
signs of locally generated tsunami’ after
‘“‘approaching’’;

(7) in paragraph (6), as redesignated, by
striking ‘¢, including the Indian Ocean; and”’
and inserting a semicolon; and

(8) by inserting after paragraph (6), as re-
designated, the following:

“(T) to foster resilient communities in the
face of tsunami and other similar coastal
hazards; and”’.

SEC. 4. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI FORE-
CASTING AND WARNING PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section
4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(a)) is amended by striking
‘‘Atlantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, and Gulf of
Mexico region’” and inserting ‘‘Atlantic
Ocean region, including the Caribbean Sea
and the Gulf of Mexico”.

(b) COMPONENTS.—Subsection (b) of section
4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(b)) is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘estab-
lished”’ and inserting ‘‘supported or main-
tained’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (7) through
(9) as paragraphs (8) through (10), respec-
tively:;

(3) by redesignating paragraphs (2) through

(6) as paragraphs (3) through (7), respec-
tively:;

(4) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(2) to the degree practicable, maintain
not less than 80 percent of the Deep-ocean
Assessment and Reporting of Tsunamis buoy
array at operational capacity to optimize
data reliability;”.

(5) by amending paragraph (5), as redesig-
nated by paragraph (3), to read as follows:

‘(5) provide tsunami forecasting capability
based on models and measurements, includ-
ing tsunami inundation models and maps for
use in increasing the preparedness of com-
munities and safeguarding port and harbor
operations, that incorporate inputs, includ-
ing—

‘“(A) the United States and global ocean
and coastal observing system;

‘(B) the global Earth observing system;

‘(C) the global seismic network;

‘(D) the Advanced National Seismic sys-
tem;

‘“(BE) tsunami model validation using his-
torical and paleotsunami data;

“(F) digital elevation models and bathym-
etry;

‘“(G) newly developing tsunami detection
methodologies using satellites and airborne
remote sensing; and

‘“‘(H) any other data the Administrator de-
termines is necessary;’’;

(6) by amending paragraph (7), as redesig-
nated by paragraph (3), to read as follows:

“(7) include a cooperative effort among the
Administration, the United States Geologi-
cal Survey, and the National Science Foun-
dation under which the Director of the
United States Geological Survey and the Di-
rector of the National Science Foundation
shall—

‘“(A) provide rapid and reliable seismic in-
formation to the Administrator from inter-
national and domestic seismic networks; and

“(B) support seismic stations installed be-
fore the date of the enactment of the Tsu-
nami Warning, Education, and Research Act
of 2015 to supplement coverage in areas of
sparse instrumentation;”’;

(7) in paragraph (8), as redesignated by
paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting ‘‘, including graphical
warning products,” after ‘“warnings’’;

(B) by inserting ¢, territories,”
‘“‘States’’; and

(C) by inserting ‘‘and Wireless Emergency
Alerts” after ‘‘Hazards Program’’; and

(8) in paragraph (9), as redesignated by
paragraph (2)—

(A) by inserting
“allow’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘‘and commercial and Fed-
eral undersea communications cables’ after
‘“‘observing technologies’’.

(¢) TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—Subsection
(c) of section 4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(c)) is amended
to read as follows:

“(c) TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—The pro-
gram under this section shall operate a tsu-
nami warning system that—

‘(1) is capable of forecasting tsunami, in-
cluding forecasting tsunami arrival time and
inundation estimates, anywhere in the Pa-
cific and Arctic Ocean regions and providing
adequate warnings;

after

“provide and” before
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‘(2) is capable of forecasting and providing
adequate warnings, including tsunami ar-
rival time and inundation models where ap-
plicable, in areas of the Atlantic Ocean, in-
cluding the Caribbean Sea and Gulf of Mex-
ico, that are determined—

‘“(A) to be geologically active, or to have
significant potential for geological activity;
and

‘““(B) to pose significant risks of tsunami
for States along the coastal areas of the At-
lantic Ocean, Caribbean Sea, or Gulf of Mex-
ico; and

‘“(3) supports other international tsunami
forecasting and warning efforts.””.

(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—Sub-
section (d) of section 4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(d)) is
amended to read as follows:

¢(d) TSUNAMI WARNING CENTERS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
support or maintain centers to support the
tsunami warning system required by sub-
section (c). The Centers shall include—

‘“(A) the National Tsunami Warning Cen-
ter, located in Alaska, which is primarily re-
sponsible for Alaska and the continental
United States;

‘(B) the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center,
located in Hawaii, which is primarily respon-
sible for Hawaii, the Caribbean, and other
areas of the Pacific not covered by the Na-
tional Center; and

‘(C) any additional forecast and warning
centers determined by the National Weather
Service to be necessary.

‘“(2) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibil-
ities of the centers supported or maintained
under paragraph (1) shall include the fol-
lowing:

‘““(A) Continuously monitoring data from
seismological, deep ocean, coastal sea level,
and tidal monitoring stations and other data
sources as may be developed and deployed.

‘“(B) Evaluating earthquakes, landslides,
and volcanic eruptions that have the poten-
tial to generate tsunami.

‘(C) Evaluating deep ocean buoy data and
tidal monitoring stations for indications of
tsunami resulting from earthquakes and
other sources.

‘(D) To the extent practicable, utilizing a
range of models, including ensemble models,
to predict tsunami, including arrival times,
flooding estimates, coastal and harbor cur-
rents, and duration.

‘“(E) Using data from the Integrated Ocean
Observing System of the Administration in
coordination with regional associations to
calculate new inundation estimates and peri-
odically update existing inundation esti-
mates.

‘“(F) Disseminating forecasts and tsunami
warning bulletins to Federal, State, tribal,
and local government officials and the pub-
lic.

“(G) Coordinating with the tsunami hazard
mitigation program conducted under section
5 to ensure ongoing sharing of information
between forecasters and emergency manage-
ment officials.

‘“(H) In coordination with the Coast Guard,
evaluating and recommending procedures for
ports and harbors at risk of tsunami inunda-
tion, including review of readiness, response,
and communication strategies, and data
sharing policies.

“(I) Making data gathered under this Act
and post-warning analyses conducted by the
National Weather Service or other relevant
Administration offices available to the pub-
lic.

“(J) Integrating and modernizing the pro-
gram operated under this section with ad-
vances in tsunami science to improve per-
formance without compromising service.

“(3) FAIL-SAFE WARNING CAPABILITY.—The
tsunami warning centers supported or main-
tained under paragraph (1) shall maintain a

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

fail-safe warning capability and perform
back-up duties for each other.

¢“(4) COORDINATION WITH NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE.—The Administrator shall coordi-
nate with the forecast offices of the National
Weather Service, the centers supported or
maintained under paragraph (1), and such
program offices of the Administration as the
Administrator or the coordinating com-
mittee, as established in section 5(d), con-
sider appropriate to ensure that regional and
local forecast offices—

‘“(A) have the technical knowledge and ca-
pability to disseminate tsunami warnings for
the communities they serve;

‘(B) leverage connections with local emer-
gency management officials for optimally
disseminating tsunami warnings and fore-
casts; and

‘“(C) implement mass communication tools
in effect on the day before the date of the en-
actment of the Tsunami Warning, Education,
and Research Act of 2015 used by the Na-
tional Weather Service on such date and
newer mass communication technologies as
they are developed as a part of the Weather-
Ready Nation program of the Administra-
tion, or otherwise, for the purpose of timely
and effective delivery of tsunami warnings.

¢“(5) UNIFORM OPERATING PROCEDURES.—The
Administrator shall—

‘“(A) develop uniform operational proce-
dures for the centers supported or main-
tained under paragraph (1), including the use
of software applications, checklists, decision
support tools, and tsunami warning products
that have been standardized across the pro-
gram supported under this section;

‘“(B) ensure that processes and products of
the warning system operated under sub-
section (c)—

‘(i) reflect industry best practices when

practicable;
‘(ii) conform to the maximum extent prac-
ticable with internationally recognized

standards for information technology; and

‘“(iii) conform to the maximum extent
practicable with other warning products and
practices of the National Weather Service;

‘(C) ensure that future adjustments to
operational protocols, processes, and warn-
ing products—

‘(i) are made consistently across the warn-
ing system operated under subsection (c);
and

‘“(ii) are applied in a uniform manner
across such warning system;

‘(D) establish a systematic method for in-
formation technology product development
to improve long-term technology planning
efforts; and

‘‘(E) disseminate guidelines and metrics
for evaluating and improving tsunami fore-
cast models.

““(6) AVAILABLE RESOURCES.—The Adminis-
trator, through the National Weather Serv-
ice, shall ensure that resources are available
to fulfill the obligations of this Act. This in-
cludes ensuring supercomputing resources
are available to run, as rapidly as possible,
such computer models as are needed for pur-
poses of the tsunami warning system oper-
ated under subsection (c¢).”.

(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTE-
NANCE AND UPGRADES.—Subsection (e) of sec-
tion 4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(e)) is amended to read
as follows:

‘““(e) TRANSFER OF TECHNOLOGY; MAINTE-
NANCE AND UPGRADES.—In carrying out this
section, the Administrator shall—

‘(1) develop requirements for the equip-
ment used to forecast tsunami, including—

‘“(A) provisions for multipurpose detection
platforms;

“(B) reliability and performance metrics;
and

“(C) to the maximum extent practicable,
requirements for the integration of equip-
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ment with other United States and global
ocean and coastal observation systems, the
global Earth observing system of systems,
the global seismic networks, and the Ad-
vanced National Seismic System;

‘“(2) develop and execute a plan for the
transfer of technology from ongoing research
conducted as part of the program supported
or maintained under section 6 into the pro-
gram under this section; and

‘“(3) ensure that the Administration’s oper-
ational tsunami detection equipment is
properly maintained.”.

(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—Subsection (f)
of section 4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(f)) is amended to
read as follows:

‘“(f) FEDERAL COOPERATION.—When deploy-
ing and maintaining tsunami detection tech-
nologies under the program under this sec-
tion, the Administrator shall—

‘(1) identify which assets of other Federal
agencies are necessary to support such pro-
gram; and

‘(2) work with each agency
under paragraph (1)—

‘““(A) to acquire the agency’s assistance;
and

‘““(B) to prioritize the necessary assets in
support of the tsunami forecast and warning
program.”’.

(g) UNNECESSARY PROVISIONS.—Section 4
(33 U.S.C. 3203) is further amended—

(1) by striking subsection (g);

(2) by striking subsections (i) through (k);
and

(3) by redesignating subsection (h) as sub-
section (g).

(h) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATIONS.—Sub-
section (g) of section 4 (33 U.S.C. 3203(g)), as
redesignated by subsection (g)(3), is amend-
ed—

(1) in the matter before paragraph (1), by
striking ‘30’ and inserting ‘“90’’;

(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2)
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively,
and moving such subparagraphs 2 ems to the
right;

(3) in the matter before subparagraph (A),
as redesignated by paragraph (2), by striking
“The Administrator’” and inserting the fol-
lowing:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator’’;

(4) in paragraph (1), as redesignated by
paragraph (3)—

(A) in subparagraph (A), as redesignated by
paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and’ at the end;

(B) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
paragraph (2), by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(C) the occurrence of a significant tsu-
nami warning.”’; and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—In a case in which notice
is submitted under paragraph (1) within 90
days of a significant tsunami warning de-
scribed in subparagraph (C) of such para-
graph, such notice shall include, as appro-
priate, brief information and analysis of—

““(A) the accuracy of the tsunami model
used;

‘(B) the specific deep ocean or other moni-
toring equipment that detected the incident,
as well as the deep ocean or other moni-
toring equipment that did not detect the in-
cident due to malfunction or other reasons;

‘(C) the effectiveness of the warning com-
munication, including the dissemination of
warnings with State, territory, local, and
tribal partners in the affected area under the
jurisdiction of the National Weather Service;
and

‘(D) such other findings as the Adminis-
trator considers appropriate.’.

identified
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SEC. 5. MODIFICATION OF NATIONAL TSUNAMI
HAZARD MITIGATION PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 5 (33 U.S.C. 3204)
is amended by striking subsections (a)
through (d) and inserting the following:

‘“‘(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—The Adminis-
trator, in coordination with the Adminis-
trator of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency and the heads of such other
agencies as the Administrator considers rel-
evant, shall conduct a community-based tsu-
nami hazard mitigation program to improve
tsunami preparedness and resiliency of at-
risk areas in the United States and the terri-
tories of the United States.

‘“(b) PROGRAM COMPONENTS.—The Program
conducted under subsection (a) shall include
the following:

‘(1) Technical and financial assistance to
coastal States, territories, tribes, and local
governments to develop and implement ac-
tivities under this section.

‘(2) Integration of tsunami preparedness
and mitigation programs into ongoing State-
based hazard warning, resilience planning,
and risk management activities, including
predisaster planning, emergency response,
evacuation planning, disaster recovery, haz-
ard mitigation, and community development
and redevelopment planning programs in af-
fected areas.

‘“(3) Activities to promote the adoption of
tsunami resilience, preparedness, warning,
and mitigation measures by Federal, State,
territorial, tribal, and local governments and
nongovernmental entities, including edu-
cational and risk communication programs
to discourage development in high-risk
areas.

‘“(4) Activities to support the development
of regional tsunami hazard and risk assess-
ments. Such regional risk assessments may
include the following:

‘“(A) The sources, sizes, and other relevant
historical data of tsunami in the region, in-
cluding paleotsunami data.

‘(B) Inundation models and maps of crit-
ical infrastructure and socioeconomic vul-
nerability in areas subject to tsunami inun-
dation.

‘(C) Maps of evacuation areas and evacu-
ation routes, including, when appropriate,
traffic studies that evaluate the viability of
evacuation routes.

‘(D) Evaluations of the size of populations
that will require evacuation, including popu-
lations with special evacuation needs.

‘“(E) Evaluations and technical assistance
for vertical evacuation structure planning
for communities where models indicate lim-
ited or no ability for timely evacuation, es-
pecially in areas at risk of near shore gen-
erated tsunami.

‘“(F) Evaluation of at-risk ports and har-
bors.

“(G) Evaluation of the effect of tsunami
currents on the foundations of closely-
spaced, coastal high-rise structures.

‘() Activities to promote preparedness in
at-risk ports and harbors, including the fol-
lowing:

“(A) Evaluation and recommendation of
procedures for ports and harbors in the event
of a distant or near-field tsunami.

‘““(B) A review of readiness, response, and
communication strategies to ensure coordi-
nation and data sharing with the Coast
Guard.

‘(6) Activities to support the development
of community-based outreach and education
programs to ensure community readiness
and resilience, including the following:

‘““(A) The development, implementation,
and assessment of technical training and
public education programs, including edu-
cation programs that address unique charac-
teristics of distant and near-field tsunami.
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““(B) The development of decision support
tools.

‘(C) The incorporation of social science re-
search into community readiness and resil-
ience efforts.

‘(D) The development of evidence-based
education guidelines.

‘“(7) Dissemination of guidelines and stand-
ards for community planning, education, and
training products, programs, and tools, in-
cluding—

““(A) standards for—

‘(1) mapping products;

‘(ii) inundation models; and

‘‘(iii) effective emergency exercises; and

‘(B) recommended guidance for at-risk
port and harbor tsunami warning, evacu-
ation, and response procedures in coordina-
tion with the Coast Guard.

“(c) AUTHORIZED ACTIVITIES.—In addition
to activities conducted under subsection (b),
the program conducted under subsection (a)
may include the following:

‘(1) Multidisciplinary vulnerability assess-
ment research, education, and training to
help integrate risk management and resil-
ience objectives with community develop-
ment planning and policies.

‘“(2) Risk management training for local
officials and community organizations to en-
hance understanding and preparedness.

‘“(3) Interagency, Federal, State, tribal,
and territorial intergovernmental tsunami
response exercise planning and implementa-
tion in high risk areas.

‘“(4) Development of practical applications
for existing or emerging technologies, such
as modeling, remote sensing, geospatial
technology, engineering, and observing sys-
tems, including the integration of tsunami
sensors into Federal and commercial sub-
marine telecommunication cables if prac-
ticable.

‘“(5) Risk management, risk assessment,
and resilience data and information services,
including—

‘“(A) access to data and products derived
from observing and detection systems; and

‘“(B) development and maintenance of new
integrated data products to support risk
management, risk assessment, and resilience
programs.

““(6) Risk notification systems that coordi-
nate with and build upon existing systems
and actively engage decisionmakers, State,
local, tribal, and territorial governments and
agencies, business communities, nongovern-
mental organizations, and the media.

¢‘(d) COORDINATING COMMITTEE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall
maintain a coordinating committee to assist
the Administrator in the conduct of the pro-
gram required by subsection (a).

‘“(2) COMPOSITION.—The coordinating com-
mittee shall be composed of members as fol-
lows:

‘“(A) Representatives from each of the
States and territories most at risk from tsu-
nami, including Alaska, Washington, Oregon,
California, Hawaii, Puerto Rico, Guam,
American Samoa, and the Northern Mari-
anas Islands.

‘(B) Such other members as the Adminis-
trator considers appropriate to represent
Federal, State, tribal, territorial, and local
governments.

‘(3) SUBCOMMITTEES.—The Administrator
may approve the formation of subcommit-
tees to address specific program components
or regional issues.

‘“(4) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The coordinating
committee shall—

““(A) provide feedback on how funds should
be prioritized to carry out the program re-
quired by subsection (a);

‘“(B) ensure that areas described in section
4(c) in the United States and its territories
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have the opportunity to participate in the
program;

‘“(C) provide recommendations to the Ad-
ministrator on how to improve and continu-
ously advance the TsunamiReady program of
the National Weather Service, particularly
on ways to make communities more tsunami
resilient through the use of inundation maps
and models and other hazard mitigation
practices;

‘(D) ensure that all components of the pro-
gram required by subsection (a) are inte-
grated with ongoing State based hazard
warning, risk management, and resilience
activities, including—

‘(i) integrating activities with emergency
response plans, disaster recovery, hazard
mitigation, and community development
programs in affected areas; and

‘“(ii) integrating information to assist in
tsunami evacuation route planning.

‘‘(5) EXEMPTION FROM FACA.—The provi-
sions of the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(6 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the com-
mittee established and maintained under
paragraph (1).

‘“(e) NO PREEMPTION WITH RESPECT TO DES-
IGNATION OF AT-RISK AREAS.—The establish-
ment of national standards for inundation
models under this section shall not prevent
States, territories, tribes, and local govern-
ments from designating additional areas as
being at risk based on knowledge of local
conditions.

“(f) No NEW REGULATORY AUTHORITY.—
Nothing in this Act may be construed as es-
tablishing new regulatory authority for any
Federal agency.”.

(b) REPORT ON  ACCREDITATION  OF
TSUNAMIREADY PROGRAM.—Not later than 180
days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration shall sub-
mit to the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology of the House of Representatives
a report on which authorities and activities
would be needed to have the TsunamiReady
program of the National Weather Service ac-
credited by the Emergency Management Ac-
creditation Program.

SEC. 6. MODIFICATION OF TSUNAMI RESEARCH
PROGRAM.

Section 6 (33 U.S.C. 3205) is amended—

(1) in the matter before paragraph (1), by
striking ‘““The Administrator shall”’ and all
that follows through ‘‘establish or maintain”
and inserting the following:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator
shall, in consultation with such other Fed-
eral agencies, State, tribal, and territorial
governments, and academic institutions as
the Administrator considers appropriate, the
coordinating committee under section 5(d),
and the panel under section 8(a), support or
maintain’’;

(2) in subsection (a), as designated by para-
graph (1), by striking ‘“‘and assessment for
tsunami tracking and numerical forecast
modeling. Such research program shall—"
and inserting the following: ‘‘assessment for
tsunami tracking and numerical forecast
modeling, and standards development.

‘“‘(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The research pro-
gram supported or maintained under sub-

section (a) shall—’; and
(3) in subsection (b), as designated by para-
graph (2)—

(A) by amending paragraph (1) to read as
follows:

‘(1) consider other appropriate and cost ef-
fective solutions to mitigate the impact of
tsunami, including the improvement of near-
field and distant tsunami detection and fore-
casting capabilities, which may include use
of a new generation of the Deep-ocean As-
sessment and Reporting of Tsunamis array,
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integration of tsunami sensors into commer-
cial and Federal telecommunications cables,
and other real-time tsunami monitoring sys-
tems and supercomputer capacity of the Ad-
ministration to develop a rapid tsunami
forecast for all United States coastlines;’’;

(B) in paragraph (3)—

(i) by striking ‘‘include”’
“‘conduct’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end;

(C) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5);

(D) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘“(4) develop the technical basis for valida-
tion of tsunami maps, numerical tsunami
models, digital elevation models, and fore-
casts; and’’; and

(E) in paragraph (5), as redesignated by
subparagraph (C), by striking ‘‘to the sci-
entific community” and inserting ‘‘to the
public and the scientific community”’.

SEC. 7. GLOBAL TSUNAMI WARNING AND MITIGA-
TION NETWORK.

Section 7 (33 U.S.C. 3206) is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (a) to read as
follows:

‘(a) SUPPORT FOR DEVELOPMENT OF AN
INTERNATIONAL TSUNAMI WARNING SYSTEM.—
The Administrator shall, in coordination
with the Secretary of State and in consulta-
tion with such other agencies as the Admin-
istrator considers relevant, provide technical
assistance, operational support, and training
to the Intergovernmental Oceanographic
Commission of the United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion, the World Meteorological Organization
of the United Nations, and such other inter-
national entities as the Administrator con-
siders appropriate, as part of the inter-
national efforts to develop a fully functional
global tsunami forecast and warning system
comprised of regional tsunami warning net-
works.”’;

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘shall”
each place it appears and inserting ‘“‘may’’;
and

(3) in subsection (¢c)—

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘estab-
lishing”’ and inserting ‘‘supporting’’; and

(B) in paragraph (2)—

(i) by striking ‘‘establish” and inserting
“support’’; and

(ii) by striking ‘‘establishing” and insert-
ing ‘“‘supporting’’.

SEC. 8. TSUNAMI SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY AD-
VISORY PANEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Act is further amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating section 8 (33 U.S.C.
3207) as section 9; and

(2) by inserting after section 7 (33 U.S.C.
3206) the following:

“SEC. 8. TSUNAMI SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
ADVISORY PANEL.

‘“(a) DESIGNATION.—The Administrator
shall designate an existing working group
within the Science Advisory Board of the Ad-
ministration to manage the Tsunami
Science and Technology Advisory Panel to
provide advice to the Administrator on mat-
ters regarding tsunami science, technology,
and regional preparedness.

““(b) MEMBERSHIP.—

‘(1) CoMPOSITION.—The Panel shall be com-
posed of no fewer than 7 members selected by
the Administrator from among individuals
from academia or State agencies who have
academic or practical expertise in physical
sciences, social sciences, information tech-
nology, coastal resilience, emergency man-
agement, or such other disciplines as the Ad-
ministrator considers appropriate.

‘(2) FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT.—No member of
the Panel may be a Federal employee.

‘‘(c) RESPONSIBILITIES.—Not less frequently
than once every 4 years, the Panel shall—

and inserting
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‘(1) review the activities of the Adminis-
tration, and other Federal activities as ap-
propriate, relating to tsunami research, de-
tection, forecasting, warning, mitigation, re-
siliency, and preparation; and

‘“(2) submit to the Administrator and such
others as the Administrator considers appro-
priate—

‘“(A) the findings of the working group
with respect to the most recent review con-
ducted under paragraph (1); and

“(B) such recommendations for legislative
or administrative action as the working
group considers appropriate to improve Fed-

eral tsunami research, detection, fore-
casting, warning, mitigation, resiliency, and
preparation.

‘“(d) REPORTS TO CONGRESS.—Not less fre-
quently than once every 4 years, the Admin-
istrator shall submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate, and the Committee on Science,
Space, and Technology of the House of Rep-
resentatives a report on the findings and rec-
ommendations received by the Adminis-
trator under subsection (c)(2).”.

SEC. 9. REPORTS.

(a) REPORT ON IMPLEMENTATION OF TSUNAMI
WARNING AND EDUCATION ACT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration shall submit to
Congress a report on the implementation of
the Tsunami Warning and Education Act (33
U.S.C. 3201 et seq.).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A detailed description of the progress
made in implementing sections 4(d)(6),
5(b)(6), and 6(b)(4) of the Tsunami Warning
and Education Act.

(B) A description of the ways that tsunami
warnings and warning products issued by the
Tsunami Forecasting and Warning Program
established under section 4 of the Tsunami
Warning and Education Act (33 U.S.C. 3203)
can be standardized and streamlined with
warnings and warning products for hurri-
canes, coastal storms, and other coastal
flooding events.

(b) REPORT ON NATIONAL EFFORTS THAT
SUPPORT RAPID RESPONSE FOLLOWING NEAR-
SHORE TSUNAMI EVENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Administrator and the Secretary of Home-
land Security shall jointly, in coordination
with the Director of the United States Geo-
logical Survey, Administrator of the Federal
Emergency Management Agency, the Chief
of the National Guard Bureau, and the heads
of such other Federal agencies as the Admin-
istrator considers appropriate, submit to the
appropriate committees of Congress a report
on the national efforts in effect on the day
before the date of the enactment of this Act
that support and facilitate rapid emergency
response following a domestic near-shore
tsunami event to better understand domestic
effects of earthquake derived tsunami on
people, infrastructure, and communities in
the United States.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

(A) A description of scientific or other
measurements collected on the day before
the date of the enactment of this Act to
quickly identify and quantify lost or de-
graded infrastructure or terrestrial forma-
tions.

(B) A description of scientific or other
measurements that would be necessary to
collect to quickly identify and quantify lost
or degraded infrastructure or terrestrial for-
mations.

(C) Identification and evaluation of Fed-
eral, State, local, tribal, territorial, and
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military first responder and search and res-
cue operation centers, bases, and other fa-
cilities as well as other critical response as-
sets and infrastructure, including search and
rescue aircraft, located within near-shore
and distant tsunami inundation areas on the
day before the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(D) An evaluation of near-shore tsunami
response plans in areas described in subpara-
graph (C) in effect on the day before the date
of the enactment of this Act, and how those
response plans would be affected by the loss
of search and rescue and first responder in-
frastructure described in such subparagraph.

(E) A description of redevelopment plans
and reports in effect on the day before the
date of the enactment of this Act for com-
munities in areas that are at high-risk for
near-shore tsunami, as well identification of
States or communities that do not have re-
development plans.

(F) Recommendations to enhance near-
shore tsunami preparedness and response
plans, including recommended responder ex-
ercises, predisaster planning, and mitigation
needs.

(G) Such other data and analysis informa-
tion as the Administrator and the Secretary
of Homeland Security consider appropriate.

(3) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this subsection, the term ‘‘appro-
priate committees of Congress’” means—

(A) the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation and the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs of the Senate; and

(B) the Committee on Science, Space, and
Technology and the Committee on Homeland
Security of the House of Representatives.
SEC. 10. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Section 9 of the Act, as redesignated by
section 8(a)(1) of this Act, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (4)(B), by striking ‘“and”
at the end;

(2) in paragraph (5)(B), by striking the pe-
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“‘(6) $27,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2016
through 2021, of which—

““(A) not less than 27 percent of the amount
appropriated for each fiscal year shall be for
activities conducted at the State level under
the tsunami hazard mitigation program
under section 5; and

‘(B) not less than 8 percent of the amount
appropriated shall be for the tsunami re-
search program under section 6.”’.

SEC. 11. OUTREACH RESPONSIBILITIES.

The Administrator of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration, in coordi-
nation with State and local emergency man-
agers, shall develop and carry out formal
outreach activities to improve tsunami edu-
cation and awareness and foster the develop-
ment of resilient communities. Outreach ac-
tivities may include—

(1) the development of outreach plans to
ensure the close integration of tsunami
warning centers supported or maintained
under section 4(d) of the Tsunami Warning
and Education Act (33 U.S.C. 3203(d)) with
local Weather Forecast Offices of the Na-
tional Weather Service and emergency man-
agers;

(2) working with appropriate local Weather
Forecast Offices to ensure they have the
technical knowledge and capability to dis-
seminate tsunami warnings to the commu-
nities they serve; and

(3) evaluating the effectiveness of warnings
and of coordination with local Weather Fore-
cast Offices after significant tsunami events.
SEC. 12. MODIFICATION OF COASTAL OCEAN PRO-

GRAM.

Section 201(c) of the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration Authorization
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Act of 1992 (Public Law 102-567; 106 Stat. 4280)
is amended—

(1) by inserting ‘(1) IN GENERAL.—’’ before
“Of the sums” and indenting appropriately;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

‘(2) REGIONAL COASTAL RISK MANAGEMENT
COALITIONS.—The Administrator of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion may form regional coastal risk manage-
ment coalitions comprised of representatives
of Federal, State, local, and tribal govern-
ments, community groups, academic institu-
tions, and nongovernmental groups to ad-
vance the goals of this section for commu-
nities facing common coastal hazards and
risks. Such coalitions may enter into an
agreement with an organization described in
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 to establish a nonprofit foundation in
order to accept gifts and donations to sup-
port the goals of this subsection.”.

SEC. 13. REPEAL OF DUPLICATE PROVISIONS OF

(a) REPEAL.—The Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Reau-
thorization Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-479) is
amended by striking title VIII (relating to
tsunami warning and education).

(b) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed to repeal, or affect in any
way, Public Law 109-424.

SA 2710. Mr. DAINES (for Mr. SASSE)
proposed an amendment to the bill
H.R. 3116, to extend by 15 years the au-
thority of the Secretary of Commerce
to conduct the quarterly financial re-
port program; as follows:

At the appropriate place, insert the fol-
lowing:

SEC. . REPORT ON DATA SECURITY PROCE-
DURES OF THE BUREAU OF THE
CENSUS.

(a) REVIEW.—The Secretary of Commerce
shall conduct a review of the data security
procedures of the Bureau of the Census, in-
cluding such procedures that have been im-
plemented since the data breaches of sys-
tems of the Office of Personnel Management
were announced in 2015.

(b) REPORT.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Commerce shall submit to
the Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs of the Senate and the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform of the House of Representatives a re-
port on the review required by subsection
(a).

(2) CONTENTS.—The report required by
paragraph (1) shall—

(A) identify all information systems of the
Bureau of the Census that contain sensitive
information;

(B) described any actions carried out by
the Secretary of Commerce or the Director
of the Bureau of the Census to secure sen-
sitive information that have been imple-
mented since the data breaches of systems of
the Office of Personnel Management were
announced in 2015;

(C) identify any known data breaches of in-
formation systems of the Bureau of the Cen-
sus that contain sensitive information; and

(D) identify whether the Bureau of the
Census stores any information that, if com-
bined with other such information, would
comprise classified information.

——
AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
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mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 6, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on October 6,
2015, at 10:30 a.m., in room SD-366 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 6, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.,
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
U.S. Role and Strategy in the Middle
East: Yemen and the Countries of the
Gulf Cooperation Council.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR,
AND PENSIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate, on Oc-
tober 6, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SD-430
of the Dirksen Senate Office Building
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘° Steal-
ing the American Dream of Business
Ownership: The NLRB’s Joint Em-
ployer Decision.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 6, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.
in room SR-418 of the Russell Senate
Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Select
Committee on Intelligence be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on October 6, 2015, at 2:30 p.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SUBCOMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT, AGENCY ACTION,
FEDERAL RIGHTS, AND FEDERAL COURTS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary, Sub-
committee on Oversight, Agency Ac-
tion, Federal Rights, and Federal
Courts, be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on October 6,
2015, at 2:15 p.m., in room SD-226 of the
Dirksen Senate Office Building, to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘“‘Opportunity
Denied: How Overregulation Harms Mi-
norities.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S7167

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Gifford J.
Wong, who is an American Association
for the Advancement of Science fellow
in my office, be granted floor privileges
for the remainder of this Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

TSUNAMI WARNING, EDUCATION,
AND RESEARCH ACT OF 2015

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 237, H.R. 34.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 34) to authorize and strengthen
the tsunami detection, forecast, warning, re-
search, and mitigation program of the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion, and for other purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill, which
had been reported from the Committee
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, with an amendment to strike
all after the enacting clause and insert
in lieu thereof the following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the “Tsunami Warn-
ing, Education, and Research Act of 2015”°.

SEC. 2. REFERENCES TO THE TSUNAMI WARNING
AND EDUCATION ACT.

Ezxcept as otherwise expressly provided, when-
ever in this Act an amendment or repeal is ex-
pressed in terms of an amendment to, or repeal
of, a section or other provision, the reference
shall be considered to be made to a section or
other provision of the Tsunami Warning and
Education Act (Public Law 109-424; 33 U.S.C.
3201 et seq.).

SEC. 3. EXPANSION OF PURPOSES OF TSUNAMI
WARNING AND EDUCATION ACT.

Section 3 (33 U.S.C. 3202) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting ‘‘research,’’
after “warnings,’’;

(2) by amending paragraph (2) to read as fol-
lows:

“(2) to enhance and modernize the existing
United States Tsunami Warning System to in-
crease the accuracy of forecasts and warnings,
to ensure full coverage of tsunami threats to the
United States with a network of detection as-
sets, and to reduce false alarms;’’;

(3) by amending paragraph (3) to read as fol-
lows:

“(3) to improve and develop standards and
guidelines for mapping, modeling, and assess-
ment efforts to improve tsunami detection, fore-
casting, warnings, notification, mitigation, resil-
iency, response, outreach, and recovery;’’;

(4) by redesignating paragraphs (4), (5), and
(6) as paragraphs (5), (6), and (8), respectively;

(5) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing:

‘““(4) to improve research efforts related to im-
proving tsunami detection, forecasting, warn-
ings, notification, mitigation, resiliency, re-
sponse, outreach, and recovery;’’;

(6) in paragraph (5), as so redesignated—

(A) by striking ‘“‘and increase’ and inserting
“, increase, and develop uniform standards and
guidelines for’’; and

(B) by inserting ‘°, including the warning
signs of locally generated tsunami’’ after “‘ap-
proaching’’;

(7) in paragraph (6), as so redesignated, by
striking ‘¢, including the Indian Ocean; and’’
and inserting a semicolon; and

I
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