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were recognized as exemplary high-per-
forming schools which is, without a
doubt, due to the hard work of dedi-
cated teachers and faculty and com-
mitted students.

Congratulations to Farmersville and
North Elementary Schools. This is a
well-deserved national recognition.

REMEMBERING RANDOLPH
HOLDER

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on
Tuesday night, right after dark, Officer
Randolph Holder of the NYPD heard on
his radio, ‘‘Shots fired.”” He imme-
diately rushed toward the gunfire in
East Harlem. He arrived, but was
gunned down by an outlaw. Holder was
assassinated with a shot to the head.

Just 33 years old, Randolph Holder
was an immigrant from Guyana. Ac-
cording to his aunt, his job was first in
his life. He cherished the opportunity
to become a policeman here in Amer-
ica.

He was a third-generation police offi-
cer, following in the footsteps of his fa-
ther and grandfather, who served as
peace officers in Guyana. Randolph was
proud to be the first in his family to
serve in that capacity in America. His
killer was a hardened, violent criminal
who shouldn’t have been on our streets,
according to the mayor.

Mr. Speaker, the war on police offi-
cers has resulted in 31 officers being
killed in the line of duty just this year.
The badge that represents safety for
most is a target for some. Those in
blue do a job that many of us would
never do. So we owe them all, like Offi-
cer Holder, our extreme appreciation
for taking care of the rest of us.

And that is just the way it is.

————

VETOING THE NDAA IS
IRRESPONSIBLE

(Mrs. WAGNER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with a simple request. Every day
across the globe men and women of the
United States Armed Forces make
grave sacrifices for our country and are
courageously protecting us from a
number of evils.

From an Iranian regime pursuing a
nuclear weapon to the self-proclaimed
Islamic State terrorizing the Middle
East, to Russia looking to expand its
influence in a world where American
leadership is on the decline, we rely on
the men and women in uniform to keep
us safe.

In Congress, we are tasked with sup-
porting our military, promoting legis-
lation that will give them the tools
they need and providing for their fami-
lies stationed back home.

The House and Senate fulfilled these
responsibilities by passing the National
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Defense Authorization Act in an over-
whelmingly bipartisan fashion, reas-
suring our military that, as they pro-
tect us, we will support them.

It is totally irresponsible for the
President to veto this bill while our
troops are in harm’s way, and I call on
all Members of Congress to join to-
gether to override the bill. There is
nothing political or partisan about the
support for our military, and it is out-
rageous that the President would take
this action.

——————

JASON SPRADLEY ATTAINS EAGLE
SCOUT RANK

(Mr. FLEMING asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. FLEMING. Mr. Speaker, today I
want to give special recognition to a
special individual.

Jason Spradley was recently awarded
the Eagle Scout designation, the high-
est rank in the Boy Scouting program.
He is a senior at Airline High School in
Bossier City and hopes to pursue law
and become a JAG officer in the Navy.

While Jason is just 17 years old, he
has worked over a decade to reach this
Eagle Scout status. The qualifications
state a Boy Scout must earn 21 merits
to reach this level. Jason earned al-
most 40.

These young men earn merits by
proving their skills in camping, first
aid, and many more, but more than
learning how to fish or start a fire, Boy
Scouts learn about serving their com-
munity. Obedience, loyalty, and many
other characteristics make up what we
know to be a true leader.

The Boy Scouts motto is ‘‘Be pre-
pared.” I would say Jason and these
young men have already built a solid
foundation in their lives. I wish him,
the rest of the members in troop 105 in
Louisiana, and the many other young
men across the country who have at-
tained Eagle Scout the very best. I
know that they all have a bright future
ahead.

————

NATIONAL FOREST PRODUCTS
WEEK

(Mr. ZINKE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ZINKE. Mr. Speaker, this week
we celebrate National Forest Products
Week, and I rise to recognize the im-
portant contributions of our wood
products across Montana and the coun-
try.

In my home State alone, we have
more than 20 million acres of timber.
We have 12 sawmills that employ thou-
sands of Montanans; yet, we can’t cut a
tree in Montana. The number of lumber
products has gone down because we
can’t figure out in this body how to cut
a tree without a lawsuit.

There is a bipartisan bill in the Sen-
ate, the Resilient Federal Forests Act,
that passed out of this body bipartisan,
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and the Senate is not picking it up. We
are not going to hear about forest fires
from now until the end of winter, but
they are there, and it is time to act.
When a bipartisan bill comes out of
this House and the Senate refuses to
pick it up, it has consequences on Mon-
tana, and it has consequences on hard-
working families that just want to
make a living in the timber industry.

———

AMERICAN FAMILIES ARE LESS
SAFE

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, last Sunday the President’s
Iranian nuclear deal, a tragic mistake,
went into effect. Instead of making the
world safer, as promised, American
families have become less safe. As re-
ported in The Post and Courier of
Charleston, since the Iran deal was
reached, the Iranian regime tested a
ballistic missile that could reach
Israel, in direct violation of U.N. reso-
lutions.

After the test of the missile, the Ira-
nian defense minister said: “We don’t
ask permission from anyone.” This
does not come as a surprise. We know
the Iranian regime cannot be trusted.
Sadly, it is shocking that the President
has dismissed the Iranian regime’s fla-
grant disregard of international rules
and still insists that Iran will uphold
their part of the deal.

The evidence is overwhelming that
the Iranian regime will break the
agreement, with billions of dollars for
new attacks. The President’s legacy is
American families at risk of terrorist
attacks by jihadists and a rogue regime
oppressing the people of Iran.

In conclusion, God bless our troops.
The President, by his actions, must
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism. Tomorrow is
the gruesome 32nd anniversary of the
murder of 241 Americans at the marine
barracks in Beirut by Iran. Our sym-
pathy for their families.

———

RAISING DOWN SYNDROME
AWARENESS

(Mr. THOMPSON OF Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this weekend I will be
joining countless advocates in Centre
County, Pennsylvania, for a Buddy
Walk hosted by the National Down
Syndrome Society. These walks have
been held across the Nation for the
past 20 years, raising awareness and
promoting self-advocacy for those liv-
ing with Down Syndrome. In spite of
some extra challenges, many people
with Down Syndrome attend school,
work, and contribute to society in a
wide variety of ways.

In order to provide those living with
Down Syndrome and other disabilities
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