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As an advocate for education and youth, |
also want to acknowledge how important it is
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise
a new generation of Americans who have the
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and
out of the classroom. Students like those at
Oak Trace Elementary School give me hope
that we will accomplish this vital mission. Their
outstanding work is an inspiration to students,
educators, and parents across the nation.
Once again, congratulations to Oak Trace Ele-
mentary School. | am very proud of you.

———

HONORING LINDA B. SWADEL,
CHIEF ASSESSOR FROM WEST-
BOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Linda B. Swadel, Chief Assessor
from Westborough, Massachusetts.

Linda is retiring this November after having
served as an Assessor in several commu-
nities—including Leicester, Northbridge and
Westborough—over the last 30 years as well
as serving on various committees for the Mas-
sachusetts Association of Assessing Officers.
She is currently serving as the MAAO Legisla-
tive Committee Co-Chair.

Like assessors throughout Massachusetts,
Linda has helped to provide our cities and
towns with the critical financial services essen-
tial to supporting strong budgets for our com-
munities’ schools, public safety, recreation,
and so many other services our families count
on every day.

She is currently the Chairman of the Board
of Assessors and Chief Assessor in
Westborough and she serves on the Massa-
chusetts Farmland Valuation Advisory Sub-
Committee as well as the Legislative Task
Force for the Council on Aging.

She has served on various other MAAO
Committees in her tenure, such as the Edu-
cation Committee and the Telecom Com-
mittee. She is a recipient of the MAAO’s Wil-
son Award as well as the MAAO’s Past Presi-
dent's Award. Both of which are given to
members for their service and dedication to
the profession and the Association.

Linda is also a two-time Past President of
the Worcester County Assessors Association
and | am so grateful for the difference she has
made in our community.

Throughout her career, she has shared her
passion for her profession by speaking at con-
ferences, inspiring and helping her peers to
grow in their own careers.

For all of Linda’s hard work and dedication,
| am proud to recognize her as she retires
from a career dedicated to helping others and
keeping our communities strong.

——————

TRIBUTE TO DR. MARTHA
BRUCKNER

HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Dr. Mar-
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tha Bruckner of Council Bluffs, lowa, for her
selection as lowa’s 2015-16 School Super-
intendent of the Year. Under Dr. Bruckner's
leadership the Council Bluffs Community
School District has seen great successes, in-
cluding improved graduation rates and in-
creased academic achievement.

This award is presented by the School Ad-
ministrators of lowa, based on standards that
include a shared vision of learning, a presence
of school culture, a safe and effective learning
environment, engagement with the community,
integrity and fairness, and a dedication to ad-
dressing the issues facing public education.
Dr. Bruckner embodies these criteria with her
passion for education and her leadership with-
in the Council Bluffs School District. She has
shown that a commitment to improving the
learning environment within a school district
can and will yield positive results for students.

Mr. Speaker, | commend Dr. Bruckner for
her dedicated service to the Council Bluffs
Community School District, and more impor-
tantly, to each and every student she over-
sees. | ask that my colleagues in the United
States House of Representatives join me in
congratulating Dr. Bruckner for receiving this
outstanding award and in wishing her and her
students nothing but continued success.

———————

CONGRATULATING THE 2016 VIR-
GINIA TEACHER OF THE YEAR,
MRS. NATALIE DIFUSCO-FUNK

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, | submit these
remarks to congratulate the 2016 Virginia
Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Natalie DiFusco-
Funk. She is a fifth-grade teacher at West
Salem Elementary School in Salem, Virginia,
where my two sons attend school.

According to press reports, DiFusco-Funk
earned her Bachelor of Arts in Education and
her Master of Education at Boston College,
and in 2013, earned her National Board Cer-
tification in Literacy. She is a 12-year veteran
of the classroom who has been teaching in
Salem City Schools for five years. Previously,
she taught in Botetourt County as a reading
specialist and also taught in schools in Massa-
chusetts.

“Natalie is an exceptional teacher and a
consummate professional who positively
changes the lives of young people and facili-
tates the growth and development of her col-
leagues,” said Salem Superintendent H. Alan
Seibert.

DiFusco-Funk, who has said she felt called
to teach since she was in fifth grade, is the
first Salem City Schools teacher to have
earned this recognition. She will now compete
to be the National Teacher of the Year.

She said, “I told my students—like Spider-
Man says, ‘With great power comes great re-
sponsibility,” and so it is my responsibility to
represent the field of education well and to
speak on behalf of all the teachers of Virginia,
and take it to the White House.”

On behalf of many in the district, | thank
Mrs. Natalie DiFusco-Funk for all she has
done for our area, and congratulate her for
this hard-earned recognition and praise. Best
wishes for many more years of success.
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CONGRATULATING OUR LADY OF

MOUNT  CARMEL  CATHOLIC
SCHOOL, A BLUE RIBBON
SCHOOL
HON. SUSAN W. BROOKS
OF INDIANA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Monday, October 26, 2015

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to congratulate an outstanding
school in my district that is being honored as
a 2015 National Blue Ribbon School. It is a
pleasure to congratulate Our Lady of Mount
Carmel Catholic School in Carmel, Indiana in
celebration of this special occasion.

The National Blue Ribbon designation, given
by the United States Department of Education,
is awarded to both public and private schools
across our great nation. Started by President
Reagan and given annually since 1982, the
award celebrates great American schools that
achieve very high learning standards or are
making significant improvements in the aca-
demic achievements of their students. In my
district and across the country, the award rec-
ognizes the great educators, students, and
parents who have worked so hard to ensure
Indiana’s children reach their full potential and
achieve academic success.

For all of these reasons and many more, |
am so proud that Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic School is receiving this prestigious
designation. It is a wonderful acknowledge-
ment of the school’s commitment to providing
young Hoosiers an exceptional education.
While hundreds of schools nationwide were
nominated, only 335 schools were designated
as 2015 National Blue Ribbon Schools. Of the
335 schools, Our Lady of Mount Carmel was
1 of 50 private schools to receive recognition,
making this recognition all the more impres-
sive.

Serving children from kindergarten through
eighth grade, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Catholic School provides its students with an
outstanding education in both academics and
the Catholic faith. It is a Four Star School,
awarded by the state of Indiana. The school
achieved this designation by placing in the top
25th percentile of schools in three ISTEP-
based categories. Our Lady consistently pro-
vides excellence in education by facilitating a
Christ-centered educational community that
creates a vibrant learning community, provides
opportunities to serve others, and prepares
students for lifelong learning. As a mother
whose children attended Catholic school, | ap-
plaud Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic
School for its work to ensure its students en-
gage in significant acts of community service
and remain dedicated to carrying out the mis-
sion of Jesus Christ.

As an advocate for education and youth, |
also want to acknowledge how important it is
to our nation’s future to encourage and raise
a new generation of Americans who have the
skills and knowledge to succeed both in and
out of the classroom. Students like those at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School
give me hope that we will accomplish this vital
mission. Their outstanding work is an inspira-
tion to students, educators, and parents
across the nation. Once again, congratulations
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Catholic School.
| am very proud of you.
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CQUENCE HEALTH GROUP: BEST
PLACE TO WORK IN HEALTH CARE

HON. BRAD ASHFORD

OF NEBRASKA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Monday, October 26, 2015

Mr. ASHFORD. Mr. Speaker, today I'd like
to recognize CQuence Health Group, named
number one on the list of “Best Places to
Work in Healthcare” by Modern Healthcare.
Ranked on their commitment to wellness, bal-
ance, and workplace fitness, Modern
Healthcare definitively found CQuence was on
top this year.

This type of recognition is not unusual for
CQuence, who were also named “Employee
Voice Award” this year as well. In 2014 they
were ranked Top 10 “Best Places to Work”
and given the “Golden Well Workplace
Award”. The list of awards and accomplish-
ments spans back all the way to 2009, dem-
onstrating CQuence’s real commitment to a
better work place. Not only am | proud that
CQuence’s 31 employees work in my district,
I'm also proud to represent this innovative
leadership. CEO Mike Cassling clearly under-
stands that the way we work has dramatically
changed, so must we change the way we deal
with stress and quality of life.

Studies have shown workplace stress is
costing our economy money: from health care
costs, low productivity, to job turnover, stress
negatively impacts businesses everywhere.
CQuence’s approach to work life balance and
employee wellness will certainly change their
employees’ lives, which in turn will change the
lives of their families and friends. Soon, this
employee wellness first approach will per-
meate into the Omaha community, the greater
state of Nebraska, and our country.

| hope to see more businesses follow this
example. If anyone is seeking a new job, | en-
courage them to see what Nebraska has to
offer. Our low unemployment to our high em-
ployee satisfaction, Nebraska leads the way. |
applaud Mike and CQuence for their award
winning wellness programs and | am excited
to see how they continue to enrich their lives
next year.

———

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4,
agreed to by the Senate of February 4,
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference.
This title requires all such committees
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose
of the meetings, when scheduled and
any cancellations or changes in the
meetings as they occur.

As an additional procedure along
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily
Digest will prepare this information for
printing in the Extensions of Remarks
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD
on Monday and Wednesday of each
week.

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, Oc-
tober 27, 2015 may be found in the Daily
Digest of today’s RECORD.
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MEETINGS SCHEDULED
OCTOBER 28

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the United
States role and strategy in the Middle
East.
SD-419
10 a.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies
To hold hearings to examine unmanned
aircraft systems and the steps being
taken to successfully integrate this
technology into our National Airspace
System.
SD-192
Committee on Banking, Housing, and
Urban Affairs
Subcommittee on Financial Institutions
and Consumer Protection
To hold hearings to examine the state of
rural banking, focusing on challenges
and consequences.
SD-538
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Jessica Rosenworcel, of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, to be a Member of
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion for a term of five years from July
1, 2015.
SR-2563
2:30 p.m.
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Energy and Water Devel-
opment
To hold hearings to examine realizing
the potential of the Department of En-
ergy national laboratories.
SD-138
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
Subcommittee on Primary Health and Re-
tirement Security
To hold hearings to examine retirement
plan options for small businesses.
SH-216
Committee on Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs
To hold hearings to examine the state of
our nation’s biodefense.
SD-342
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
To hold hearings to examine Department
of Veterans Affairs mental health, fo-
cusing on ensuring access to care.
SR-418
3:30 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Peter William Bodde, of Mary-
land, to be Ambassador to Libya, Marc
Jonathan Sievers, of Maryland, to be
Ambassador to the Sultanate of Oman,
Elisabeth I. Millard, of Virginia, to be
Ambassador to the Republic of
Tajikistan, and Kenneth Damian Ward,
of Virginia, for the rank of Ambassador
during his tenure of service as United
States Representative to the Organiza-
tion for the Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons, all of the Department of
State, and John Morton, of Massachu-
setts, to be Executive Vice President of
the Overseas Private Investment Cor-
poration.
SD-419
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OCTOBER 29

9:30 a.m.
Committee on Armed Services
To hold hearings to examine alternative
approaches to defense strategy and
force structure.
SD-G50
10 a.m.
Committee on Finance
To hold hearings to examine welfare and
poverty in America.
SD-215
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tion of Thomas A. Shannon, Jr., of Vir-
ginia, to be an Under Secretary of
State (Political Affairs).
SD-419
Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions
To hold hearings to examine mental
health and substance use disorders in
America, focusing on priorities, chal-
lenges, and opportunities.
SD-430
Committee on the Judiciary
Business meeting to consider pending
calendar business.
SD-226
2:15 p.m.
Committee on Foreign Relations
To hold hearings to examine protocol
Amending the Convention between the
United States of America and the
Swiss Confederation for the Avoidance
of Double Taxation with Respect to
Taxes on Income, signed at Washington
on October 2, 1996, signed on September
23, 2009, at Washington, as corrected by
an exchange of notes effected Novem-
ber 16, 2010 and a related agreement ef-
fected by an exchange of notes on Sep-
tember 23, 2009 (Treaty Doc. 112-01),
protocol Amending the Convention be-
tween the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg for
the Avoidance of Double Taxation and
the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with
Respect to Taxes on Income and Cap-
ital, signed on May 20, 2009, at Luxem-
bourg (the ‘‘proposed Protocol”) and a
related agreement effected by the ex-
change of notes also signed on May 20,
2009 (Treaty Doc. 111-08), convention
between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Hungary for the
Avoidance of Double Taxation and the
Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Re-
spect to Taxes on Income, signed on
February 4, 2010, at Budapest (the ‘‘pro-
posed Convention’) and a related
agreement effected by an exchange of
notes on February 4, 2010 (Treaty Doc.
111-07), the Convention between the
Government of the United States of
America and the Government of the
Republic of Chile for the Avoidance of
Double Taxation and the Prevention of
Fiscal Evasion with Respect to Taxes
on Income and Capital, signed in Wash-
ington on February 4, 2010, with a Pro-
tocol signed the same day, as corrected
by exchanges of notes effected Feb-
ruary 25, 2011, and February 10 and 21,
2012, and a related agreement effected
by exchange of notes (the ‘‘related
Agreement’’) on February 4, 2010 (Trea-
ty Doc. 112-08), the Protocol Amending
the Convention on Mutual Administra-
tive Assistance in Tax Matters, done at
Paris on May 27, 2010 (the ‘‘proposed
Protocol”), which was signed by the
United States on May 27, 2010 (Treaty
Doc. 112-05), the Protocol Amending
the Convention between the United
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