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STAND WITH SHERIFF LUPE
VALDEZ

(Mr. VEASEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to stand with Lupe. That is Dal-
las County Sheriff Lupe Valdez. Sheriff
Lupe Valdez has a great history in Dal-
las County, but recently she has come
under attack from our Governor for
trying to build relationships between
the law enforcement community and
the immigrant community.

Governor Abbott sent a threatening
letter to Sheriff Valdez, questioning
her decision to decline certain Federal
ICE detainers when the immigrant in
question is not a public safety risk—
not a public safety risk.

Sheriff Valdez understands that, in
order to serve and protect the immi-
grant community, she must have the
trust of that community.

I call on Governor Abbott, instead of
trying to erode that trust between law
enforcement and the immigrant com-
munity, to work with the Republican
Texas delegation to push for com-
prehensive immigration reform, to
push for the things that the business
community wants, that the church
community wants, in order to do some-
thing about our broken immigration
system instead of trying to push for
things like sanctuary city bills.

If we work together with the immi-
grant community and do the right
thing, together we can work on solving
a lot of these issues.

I ask my colleagues and the Governor
to stand with Lupe and to do the right
thing when it comes to Texas immi-
grants.

——
HONORING VESTA MANGUN

(Mr. ABRAHAM asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. ABRAHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a faithful and God-fear-
ing woman, Ms. Vesta Mangun of Alex-
andria, Louisiana, who will soon be
celebrating her 90th birthday.

Ms. Mangun is a dedicated member of
The Pentecostals of Alexandria
Church. She has been instrumental in
the life and spirit of the Pentecostal
community for a long, long time.

Ms. Mangun and her husband, G.A.
Mangun, started The Pentecostals of
Alexandria when it was known as the
First United Pentecostal Church with
just 38 members. Today The
Pentecostals of Alexandria is made up
of thousands of members, largely
thanks to the dedication of the
Mangun family.

The work of Ms. Mangun extends far
beyond community. A daughter of an
east Texas pioneer, Vesta Mangun has
dedicated her life to sharing the Lord’s
word as a speaker at camp meetings
across the country and across the
world.
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I commend the Mangun family for
their tireless dedication to Louisiana,
and I congratulate The Pentecostals of
Alexandria in their celebration this
week commemorating 65 years of min-
istry.

———
GOOD THINGS AND BAD THINGS

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker,
today we will have an opportunity to
support the Export-Import Bank open-
ing so that constituents across Amer-
ica, including Houston, Texas, will
have the opportunity to grow jobs and
to compete internationally. That is a
good thing, Mr. Speaker.

Soon I hope we will be able to reopen
Riverside Hospital in my congressional
district with the collaboration and
work with Health and Human Services
and State authorities to open the doors
for those who need health care. That is
a good thing.

Mr. Speaker, the showing of a video
of a student being dragged out of a
classroom violently while educators
stand by and watch is a bad thing. It
calls upon the Justice Department of
that State, the Attorney General, and
the local district attorney to stand up
and be counted. It also calls upon the
U.S. Department of Justice to deter-
mine whether the civil rights of that
student were violated.

Not one American should be able to
tolerate the heinous, horrific, violent
actions of throwing a young girl stu-
dent on the floor, up against the door,
dragged as if she were a bag of pota-
toes. No one should tolerate that.

Mr. Speaker, I call upon everyone to
address the conditions in schools and
violence along with those who are per-
petrating these acts against students.

———
NDAA VETO

(Mr. PALAZZO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, last
week the President once again dis-
appointed the American people while
only seeking to advance his own polit-
ical agenda. Despite only vetoing four
bills in 7 years, the President took the
extraordinary measure of vetoing a bill
vital to keeping Americans safe.

The annual National Defense Author-
ization ensures our troops have the
tools and training they need to destroy
our enemies and to return to their
loved ones back at home. This bill has
been passed for 53 consecutive years,
yet this President saw fit to veto it,
putting campaign promises above our
military and the American people.

Mr. Speaker, the world is not becom-
ing a safer place. In fact, it is becoming
much more dangerous. China is build-
ing military islands in the South China
Sea. The Russians are destabilizing Eu-
rope. Foreign fighters are flooding to
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ISIS by the thousands. Iran is on the
path to having a nuclear weapon. Yet
this President is more concerned about
liberal politics than he is about the
safety of our Nation. As a veteran, I
find it disgraceful.

————————

WEAR RED WEDNESDAY

(Ms. WILSON of Florida asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker,
tomorrow is Wear Red Wednesday to
Bring Back Our Girls.

This month President Obama an-
nounced he will deploy 300 troops to
Cameroon to help with the fight
against the ISIS-linked terrorist orga-
nization, Boko Haram. These American
troops will provide vital intelligence,
surveillance, and reconnaissance sup-
port to the multinational regional coa-
lition fighting Boko Haram.

I applaud the President’s commit-
ment to rooting out and destroying
radical terrorism in the region. This
newly announced aid could be a turn-
ing point in the fight against Boko
Haram.

Mr. Speaker, until the precious
Chibok girls are returned, we will con-
tinue to wear red and continue to
tweet, tweet, tweet. Continue to tweet,
tweet, tweet #bringbackourgirls.
Tweet, tweet, tweet #joinrepwilson.

———

OCTOBER IS NATIONAL FARM TO
SCHOOL MONTH

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a very innova-
tive program in my home State of Ar-
kansas. Governor Asa Hutchinson pro-
claimed October to be Farm to School
Month. The Farm to School program
provides healthy, locally grown food to
our State’s schools while creating new
revenue streams for our Arkansas
farmers.

According to the USDA, 169 schools,
serving over 86,000 young Arkansans,
participate in the program. This di-
rected over $600,000 into local econo-
mies by purchasing products from local
farmers.

The Farm to School program helps to
combat childhood obesity by encour-
aging healthy eating habits among our
youngest, most impressionable citi-
zens. Also, at a time when families are
moving away from the rural, agricul-
tural parts of our Nation, I believe it is
vital that our children know how and
where their food is produced. The Farm
to School program helps to educate
them.

Mr. Speaker, I believe the Farm to
School program is important to the
economy, health, and education of Ar-
kansas’ Fourth District. I look forward
to working with the many stakeholders
in Arkansas to see the continued suc-
cess of the Farm to School program.
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