October 28, 2015

R. D. Henton Breakthrough Ministries, a week-
ly program that aired on television, radio and
online throughout the world and allowed Apos-
tle Henton to touch the lives of millions across
the globe.

This tremendous ministry permitted the
world to know Apostle Henton’s charismatic
and captivating voice that brought break-
throughs for his members and the world at-
large and led many to know him not only as
a faithful pastor but as their “TV Evangelist”.

Mr. Speaker, Apostle Henton was a learned
man who held three Doctorate of Divinity de-
grees and was the recipient of numerous cer-
tificates of merit. Apostle Henton was not only
honored by our colleagues here in the House,
but also with letters from presidents, and hav-
ing been given keys to many cities.

Of his numerous awards, he was especially
proud of two very special awards he was
given in his hometown of Chicago, lllinois: The
N’Digo Foundation’s N’Faith Award and the
Luminary Senior Citizen Hall of Faith Award
presented by former Mayor Richard M. Daley.

Of his many accomplishments, Mr. Speaker,
we must not forget that, ultimately, Apostle
Henton was a family man and the father of
four children who worked faithfully with him in
the ministry.

Mr. Speaker, Apostle Henton will truly be
missed by us all but | will always remember
what an amazing pastor and friend he was.
My thoughts and prayers are extended to his
family, church family and many friends. No
one can prepare for a loss; it comes like a
swift wind, but, | take solace in the fact that he
is now resting in the arms of our Lord.

———
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Mr. TROTT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of the Honorable Kay Ar-
nold of Plymouth, Michigan for her extensive
public service and unwavering commitment to
the Plymouth community.

Kay had an unparalleled résumé, serving on
the Plymouth Board of Trustees since 1992
and the planning commission since 1996. Her
accomplishments in these roles include lead-
ing projects to improve the Ann Arbor Road
corridor, Miller Park, and bridges in the town-
ship park. Colleagues often praise her inde-
pendence in completing projects and willing-
ness to always listen to residents’ concerns.
Plymouth Township would not be the same
without Kay’s work, and her influence will not
be quickly forgotten. Kay also devoted time to
volunteer work and was active with United
Way, the Plymouth Community Arts Council,
the Schoolcraft College Foundation, and the
Plymouth Community Chamber of Commerce.

The Plymouth community will greatly miss
Kay and her tireless efforts to improve her
township. | express my condolences to her
family, and to all who had the privilege of
knowing her.
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CONGRATULATING YANIS COFFEE
ZONE FOR THEIR DESIGNATION
AS THE 2015 SMALL BUSINESS OF
THE YEAR BY THE JEFFERSON
CITY AREA CHAMBER OF COM-
MERCE
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Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask my colleagues to join me in con-
gratulating Yanis Coffee Zone with being
named 2015 Small Business of the Year by
the Jefferson City Area Chamber of Com-
merce.

Yanis Coffee Zone, known for its Rocket
Fuel house brew, has been serving customers
since October 7, 2003. For the past twelve
years, Yanis Coffee Zone has expanded from
fifty customers to an average of four hundred
patrons a day.

This award is based on a business’ overall
success accounting for innovation and cre-
ativity, growth, and involvement in community-
oriented projects. Yanis Coffee Zone’s owners
and employees have shown dedication and
commitment to the hard work that contributed
to receiving this award. It is evident that Yanis
Coffee Zone represents excellence within the
business community and in serving their pa-
trons.

| ask you to join me in recognizing Yanis
Coffee Zone on receiving this outstanding
award.

TRIBUTE TO DEBBIE WILLIS

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON

OF IDAHO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2015

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, this December,
the Army Corps of Engineers will see an ex-
ceptional employee retire after 32 years of ex-
emplary service to our citizens, communities,
agencies and military men and women that
the Corps serves.

Debbie Willis lived in Idaho from 1999 to
2009, serving as the Project Manager in
charge of the Walla Walla District’'s Boise of-
fice. During that time, she represented the
“First and Best” door to the Corps of Engi-
neers, Walla Walla District. Debbie always
provided a “can-do” attitude and worked tire-
lessly with her peers, local citizens, state and
federal agencies, and private non-profits, to
unlock remarkable solutions to difficult chal-
lenges that our communities faced in Idaho. In
the words of one Idaho Mayor, she was our
“Superwoman.” These sentiments are shared
by the countless individuals Debbie worked
alongside to solve problems during her time at
the Corps.

Debbie specialized with issues related to
environmental improvements in urban and
suburban flood-prone areas. She also worked
with local communities to address the critical
issues of water and wastewater infrastructure
management and actively sought to involve
community stakeholders in flood risk reduction
and environmental habitat improvements along
Idaho’s valuable waterways and riparian
areas.
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In 2005 and 2006 she earned the honor of
being selected from the ranks of the Corps of
Engineers to serve as a Congressional Fellow
and as a member of the staff for the House
Energy and Water Development Appropria-
tions Subcommittee. On May 24, 2006, Chair-
man of the Energy and Water Appropriations
Subcommittee Dave Hobson recognized
Debbie on the floor of the House of Rep-
resentatives for her invaluable assistance in
crafting the Energy and Water appropriations
bill for fiscal year 2007.

Throughout her years of service to our
country, Debbie served the Corps of Engi-
neers in Georgia, South Carolina, Washington
and North Carolina. She holds a Civil Engi-
neering degree from North Carolina State Uni-
versity and has utilized her education and ex-
perience to help plan, engineer, and manage
the construction of many large and complex
military and civil works projects throughout the
country and most recently for the U.S. Army
Special Operations Command at Fort Bragg.

As a senior Corps project manager, she
provided environmental restoration support to
the Department of Energy at two of the Na-
tion’s largest nuclear facilities, the Hanford
and Savannah River sites. Debbie also found
time to use her expertise in a volunteer capac-
ity by helping local communities in the south-
ern U.S. assess and recover from damages
caused by natural disasters. She traveled
across the country and overseas, teaching
management fundamentals and skills to
Corps’ employees and continues to be a men-
tor to many within the agency.

Debbie’s last assignment has been as a
Senior Project Manager for the Wilmington
District, Corps of Engineers. Within that ca-
pacity, she has demonstrated extraordinary
leadership and dedication supporting our serv-
ice men and women at Fort Bragg. Over the
past several years she has successfully man-
aged the design and construction for both the
Joint Special Operations Command (JSOC)
and the Security Operations Training Facility
(SOTF) at that base.

Debbie’s hard work and dedication to duty is
a proud reflection of the Corp of Engineers
and her support for our nation’s military. Her
performance awards serve as a testament to
more than three decades of exceptional serv-
ice and selfless dedication to this country. |
congratulate Debbie Willis on her retirement
and wish her and her husband Brayton well in
future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL J. HEID
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to pay tribute to a distinguished
Urbandale, lowa resident and industry leader,
Michael J. Heid. Mike is a widely respected
mortgage industry executive with Wells Fargo,
whose mortgage business is headquartered in
West Des Moines, lowa. Mike recently an-
nounced his retirement after an impactful and
successful 30-year banking career that cul-
minated in spending the last eleven years as
President of Wells Fargo Home Lending.

In addition to managing 40,000 employees
across the country, Mike has been a leader in
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shaping housing policy while helping the in-
dustry navigate the unprecedented challenges
of the past decade. He devoted a great deal
of his time to bringing together divergent views
on housing finance reform and has spent
hours acting as a valuable subject matter re-
source to policymakers on Capitol Hill along
with multiple Administrations.

A frequent visitor to the nation’s capital,
Mike has been referred to as the ‘“go-to
source” in Washington for housing policy mat-
ters. He has testified before Congressional
committees on numerous occasions and is
known for his thoughtful approach and his in-
depth and unbiased knowledge of the housing
industry.

A native of Wisconsin, Mike joined Wells
Fargo in 1988. During his twenty-seven years
at the company, he has led the servicing func-
tion and acted as CFO before becoming presi-
dent of the mortgage business. Wells Fargo
was the nation’s largest home lender during
his tenure. But Mike hasn’t always been
perched at the top of the mortgage industry.
He started at a small mortgage bank whose
cash flow was so poor, that he determined he
would have to sell the furniture to stay afloat.
Mike draws his strength from his family; his
wife, his son and his daughter. He now has
extra incentive to spend more time with his
family, having two granddaughters living in the
Des Moines area. Full-time grandparent
sounded awfully inviting to Mike.

Mr. Speaker, | applaud Mike’s dedication to
the greater Des Moines community, and his
steadfast commitment to bringing the Amer-
ican dream of home ownership to so many. |
ask that my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Mike and wishing him and his wife
Diane nothing but the best as they plan this
new chapter in their lives.

HONORING ANNE SAMSON
HON. MARK MEADOWS

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2015

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the legacy of Anne Samson. Anne
was a selfless philanthropist who dedicated
her life to serving her family and community.

A daughter of Hungarian Holocaust sur-
vivors, Anne was a devoted wife, mother,
grandmother, and friend. Anne’s love for Israel
and the Jewish people illuminated much of her
work. Anne and her husband, Lee, actively
served within the Jewish community and vol-
unteered in Israel following the Six-Day War.

Anne’s  philanthropy and selflessness
touched many families, synagogues, and orga-
nizations. In her memory, the Samson family
has helped establish the Anne Samson Me-
morial Fund which will provide assistance to
the Jerusalem Journey summer program, in
which hundreds of public school students have
their very first Israel experience.

Anne’s life demonstrated that it is often the
quiet leader who is the most impactful. She
led by example, motivated by her strong con-
victions and Jewish faith. Beloved by her fam-
ily and community, Anne’s legacy lives on in
her children and grandchildren who carry on
her graciousness, hospitality and dedication to
service. It is my honor to commemorate Anne
Samson’s memory today.
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO ELLEN
ROSENTHAL FOR HER OUT-
STANDING SERVICE TO CONNER
PRAIRIE
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2015

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Ellen Rosenthal on the oc-
casion of her retirement. For 10 years Ellen
has served as President and CEO of Conner
Prairie Interactive History Park, a beloved des-
tination of Indiana’s Fifth Congressional Dis-
trict located in Fishers, Indiana. Conner Prairie
flourished under Ellen’s leadership, and Hoo-
siers are eternally grateful for her contribu-
tions.

Ellen has a long history developing muse-
ums and exhibits. She planned the opening of
historic houses at the Minnesota Historical So-
ciety in St. Paul, Minnesota and at the Frick
Art and Historical Center in Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania. She also served as curatorial director
for the American History Workshop in Brook-
lyn, New York, where she managed projects
for the National Museum of American History,
South Street Seaport Museum, and National
Endowment for the Humanities. In 1999, Ellen
began her career with Conner Prairie as Vice
President of Internal Affairs, assumed a lead-
ership role in 2003 when she was promoted to
Executive Director, and in 2005 became Presi-
dent and CEO. Since then, Ellen played an in-
tegral role in transforming Conner Prairie from
a traditional living history museum into the
independent, immersive, and interactive his-
tory park it is today.

At the beginning stages of Conner Prairie’s
transformation, Ellen redefined the museum’s
mission to “inspire curiosity and foster learning
about Indiana’s past by providing engaging, in-
dividualized and unique experiences.” She
has a passion for creating and developing mu-
seums that offer active engagement and learn-
ing that transcends generations and strategic,
data-driven decision making. A wonderful ex-
ample of Ellen’s vision put into action is the
opening of the outdoor experience “Civil War
Journey: Raid on Indiana,” which used histor-
ical actors, sounds, and sets to place visitors
in the middle of a southern Indiana Civil War
battle. Her unique approach to focusing on ex-
periential learning and guest immersion as
well as her incomparable ability to build sup-
port and raise funds for new exhibits has re-
sulted in more than a 240 percent increase in
annual attendance. More than 360,000 guests
visit Conner Prairie’s historic grounds and in-
door experiences annually.

During her tenure as President and CEO,
Conner Prairie has received a number of hon-
ors and awards. Most notably, Conner Prairie
was awarded the nation’s highest honor for
museums—the National Medal from the Insti-
tute for Museum Library Sciences. Conner
Prairie also was selected as one of six muse-
ums nationwide to be featured as a magnetic
museum, which is defined as “high-perform-
ance organizations that deliver tangible cul-
tural and civic value and achieve superior
business results.” Under her leadership,
Conner Prairie became a Smithsonian affiliate,
the only museum in Indiana to hold such a
distinction. Additionally, Ellen led the effort that
secured a $2.3 million National Science Foun-
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dation grant in 2012 that empowers Conner
Prairie to lead four American institutions in the
integration of informal science experiments at
historical sites and museums across the coun-
try.

Ellen’s personal commitment to the commu-
nity and success as a leader has not gone un-
noticed. Governor Mike Pence is bestowing
upon Ellen a Sagamore of the Wabash, one of
the most prestigious honors in Indiana. She
also received the Commitment to Creativity
Trailblazer award from University High School
(2014), the Torchbearer award from the Indi-
ana Commission for Women (2013), was cited
for Excellence in Innovation by the Indiana In-
novation Awards (2012), named a Woman of
Influence by the Indianapolis Business Journal
(2008), and named a “Distinguished Hoosier”
by Governor Mitch Daniels (2006).

As a personal friend and admirer of Ellen for
over a decade, it is truly a privilege to honor
her today for her many accomplishments. On
behalf of the grateful constituents of Indiana’s
Fifth Congressional District, | congratulate
Ellen on the occasion of her retirement. We
congratulate her on her remarkable career and
extend a huge thank you for all of the wonder-
ful contributions she has made to Conner Prai-
rie and the Hoosier community. | wish the very
best to Ellen, her husband, Dr. Ted Logan,
and her three sons, Daniel, Sam, and Paul as
she enjoys a well-deserved retirement.

COMMEMORATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF OAK GROVE BAP-
TIST CHURCH, LITTLETON,
NORTH CAROLINA

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD

OF NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 28, 2015

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
celebrate the 150th anniversary of Oak Grove
Baptist Church located in my congressional
district in Halifax County, North Carolina in the
town of Littleton. The Church was founded in
1865 by Reverend Lovely Brown, Sr. and sev-
eral faith leaders who devoted themselves to
spreading the word of God.

One hundred fifty years ago, Reverend
Brown and his small congregation of parish-
ioners gathered to worship under a “bush
arbor.” Through steadfast faith and an unwav-
ering dedication to its mission of faith and
service, Oak Grove has grown from those
humble beginnings to become a pillar of hope
for its congregation and a cornerstone of the
Littleton community.

On April 2, 1966, the church was destroyed
by a devastating fire. Pastor J.W. Wiley rallied
the congregation and the community to re-
build. The following year, Oak Grove held its
first service in the newly built “Heritage Sanc-
tuary.”

Oak Grove is pastored by Rev. Dr. Charles
McCollum, Sr. where the church continues to
prosper under his leadership.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in congratulating Rev. Dr. McCollum, the pa-
rishioners of Oak Grove Baptist Church, and
the residents of Littleton on this historic mile-
stone.
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