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we had a hearing for two Iowa nomi-
nees. I expect they will be reported out
of the Judiciary Committee soon. We
also have nominees from Massachu-
setts, Florida, Georgia, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Hawaii, and Maryland
who are waiting for their confirmation
hearings. None of these nominees are
likely to be confirmed by the end of the
year if Senate Republicans continue at
this historically slow pace.

I hope Republican Senators will im-
plore their leadership to vote on the
pending judicial nominees without
delay for the sake of the American peo-
ple who seek justice before those
courts.

———

60TH ANNIVERSARY OF NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF SOCIAL WORK-
ERS

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I wish
to recognize and commend the Na-
tional Association of Social Workers,
NASW, which is celebrating its 60th an-
niversary this year. Today NASW is
the largest membership organization of
professional social workers in the
world, with 130,000 members, including
3,500 in my home State of Maryland. As
a social worker myself, I am proud to
be a dues-paying, card-carrying mem-
ber of NASW, and I congratulate them
on 60 wonderful years.

In 1955, seven organizations had the
vision to come together to form NASW
in an effort to unify and strengthen the
social work profession. The visionary
leaders of those organizations under-
stood that we can achieve more when
we work together.

And they have achieved so much. In
the six decades since NASW’s founding,
members have been on the front lines,
advocating and organizing for just
causes such as fighting for child wel-
fare and juvenile justice, working to
end poverty, and protecting victims of
domestic violence. NASW was directly
involved in passing the Civil Rights
Act, the Voting Rights Act, and the Vi-
olence Against Women Act and sup-
ported the creation of Medicaid and
Medicare. I have seen the importance
of this work firsthand, as I began my
own career as a social worker in Balti-
more, helping at-risk children and edu-
cating seniors about the Medicare pro-
gram.

NASW has been there time and again,
to help social workers do what they do
best—care for people at every stage and
every age. Social workers reach every
part of our communities, from hos-
pitals and mental health clinics to cor-
porations and schools. Working every
day and in every way for others, social
workers truly put service above them-
selves. They meet people where they
are—in their communities, in their
homes, in their everyday lives.

I am so glad that NASW has been
such a wonderful champion and part-
ner, fighting to make sure social work-
ers have what they need to make a dif-
ference for countless people nation-
wide. From professional development,
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to ethics consultation, to publications
on standards and changing trends in
the profession, NASW continues to
make a difference in the social work
profession as it reaches its 60 year
mark.

Social workers do so much, and they
deserve someone in their corner who
works as hard for them as they work
for others. That is why I was proud to
reintroduce the Social Work Reinvest-
ment Act this year, which would create
a National Coordination Center for
supporting and sharing the good work
and research that social workers are
doing around the country. The bill also
includes grant funding for education,
training, and research; and it is going
to help address the social worker short-
age with better recruitment, retention,
and compensation. Just this month, I
was also glad to be an original cospon-
sor of the Improving Access to Mental
Health Act of 2015, which would help
seniors gain access to vital mental
health services provided by social
workers through the Medicare Pro-
gram.

Social workers constantly seek solu-
tions that reduce economic inequality,
racism, hunger, and all forms of dis-
crimination. They also ensure access to
health care and mental health care for
our Nation’s most vulnerable popu-
lations. For the past 60 years, NASW
members have cleared paths to bright-
er days in America. And I am excited
for what social workers and NASW will
do in the next 60 years. Thank you.

——————

REMEMBERING WWII VETERANS
IN UMATILLA COUNTY, OREGON

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I wish to
commemorate the honorable veterans
and civilians of Umatilla County, OR,
who worked tirelessly and fought val-
iantly for their community and coun-
try during the Second World War.
These brave men and women served in
a variety of capacities on all fronts,
working to support the war effort at
home, defending our coastlines from
attack, and risking their lives in battle
overseas. As the country continues to
mark the 70th anniversary of World
War II this year, I am proud to raise
my voice to pay tribute to the men and
women of Umatilla County for their
part in the Allied victory.

Umatilla County played a unique and
important role in helping our country
achieve victory in World War II. In
1941, the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
created an airport in Pendleton, OR,
which became home to the U.S. Army
Air Forces 17th Bombardment Group.
Following the attack on Pearl Harbor,
the 17th Bombardment Group was
called upon to defend the west coast
from Japanese submarines. The group’s
aircraft and many of its members par-
ticipated in the daring Doolittle Raid
on Tokyo—the first U.S. bombing of
the Japanese homeland. All 80 of
Jimmy Doolittle’s raiders trained in
Pendleton, and 5 of them were Orego-
nians.
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Umatilla County also played home to
another facility vital to the war effort:
the Umatilla Army Depot, located near
Hermiston, OR. The Umatilla Army
Depot was a repository for munitions
and supplies in hundreds of
semisubterranean silos. The depot cre-
ated an economic boom for
Hermiston—then a town of 800—which
ended up harboring 7,000 new workers.
The Umatilla County Depot became
the largest munitions facility in the
world and stayed active in Hermiston
until 2001.

Umatilla County lost 86 people dur-
ing World War II, but their spirit and
stories live on through their families
and in their communities. One of these
men, SGT Modie L. Hubbard, even has
a great nephew who now works in my
office. Sergeant Hubbard was killed in
action, and his is just one of many sto-
ries of those fearless men and women
who died preserving the freedom of fu-
ture generations.

There is sometimes a temptation to
focus on the massive scale of events
like World War II, on the number of
tanks built or brigades in the field. As
we reflect on these and other aspects of
America’s war effort, I would encour-
age people to remember the commu-
nities across this country—commu-
nities like Umatilla County—that built
those tanks or provided those soldiers.
It must be our responsibility to honor
these communities and their sacrifices
to this great country, and it is my hope
that their stories will continue to live
on and inspire future generations of
Americans to service.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO ALEX COLLIE

e Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize the incredible service of Alex
Collie from Mackenzie, MT. Mr. Collie
is the recipient of the National Weath-
er Service’s General Albert J. Myer
award for completing 65 years of serv-
ice as a cooperative weather observer.

The cooperative weather observers
consists of 11,000 nationwide volunteers
who record official weather observa-
tions across the country. Mr. Collie
joins an elite group of cooperative
weather observers and is currently the
longest serving observer in Montana’s
history. Nationally, only 16 others
have served in Mr. Collie’s capacity or
65 years or longer. His services are crit-
ical to Montana—from supporting our
farmers and ranchers by providing ac-
curate forecasts and helping our truck
drivers complete their routes safely
and on schedule.

This prestigious award was estab-
lished in honor of General Myer, who
was an observer at Eagle Pass, TX, and
became the chief of the Signal Service.
In 1870, by a joint resolution of Con-
gress and signed by President Ulysses
S. Grant, General Myer was appointed
to establish and direct the Division of
Telegrams and Reports for the Benefit
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