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are practiced on school patrons. The clinical 
area is equipped with at least 10 modern built 
in-stations, 10 mirrors, 10 hydraulic chairs, 3 
sinks, 3 dryer chairs, a dispensing area, and 
a reception area. This salon environment pre-
pares students for professional operation in 
the career field. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Upper Kutz Barber & Style Col-
lege for its dedication to serving and giving 
back to the community. 
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CAMP LOGAN, TEXAS: 1917 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Memorial 
Park is to Houston what Central Park is to 
New York City. It is our haven in the woods 
in the heart of Houston, Texas. Many joggers, 
runners and walkers hit the park’s trail daily to 
make the three mile loop. I know this park 
well. In my past life as a criminal court judge, 
I took to the gravel trail for my daily run, as 
later did my kids. But what people may not 
know is the rich history that lies beneath their 
feet. Much of Memorial Park is located on the 
grounds of a historical WWI military facility— 
Camp Logan. 

Camp Logan was an emergency training 
center that was established when the U.S. en-
tered WWI. 

After declaring war on Germany, The War 
Department, now known as the Department of 
Defense, sought out Harris County, Texas for 
its moderate climate and Houston’s newly 
opened ship channel. 

These elements made it a prime spot to 
train young American ‘‘doughboys’’ to go ‘‘over 
there’’ to fight in the Great WWI in Europe. 

Two military installations were built: Camp 
Logan for the Army and Ellington Field for the 
Army Air Service. The camp provided shelter 
and training to thousands of soldiers from all 
over America from1917–1919. 

Set up like many other army camps in the 
United States, Camp Logan’s primary function 
was turning young American boys into fighting 
men. 

Tens of thousands of National Guard sol-
diers were trained for duty in France. The sol-
diers that trained at Camp Logan entered 
camp straight out of civilian life and found 
themselves in intense combat preparation. 

Tear gas and explosives were used to simu-
late the conditions on the front lines. But a 
new type of warfare was harder for the sol-
diers to imagine—trench warfare. The trench-
es were bloody, muddy, cruel and under con-
stant attack. History shows how brutal and 
costly the trench war was. 

Even with all the training at Camp Logan, 
soldiers were not fully prepared for life in the 
trenches. 

To help the soldiers cope with the wounds 
and harsh reality of war, the commission on 
Training Camp Activities enlisted the help of 
several nationwide service organizations like 
the YMCA, Red Cross, American Library As-
sociation, Knights of Columbus, Jewish Board 
of Welfare and others. Through these private 
organizations the soldiers had entertainment, 
counseling, religious services, athletic pro-
grams and more. 

The kindness of the local Houston commu-
nity surrounding the camp did a lot to support 
the men of Camp Logan as well. 

With the thousands of men at Camp Logan, 
the Camp was not without its problems. A 
conflict by soldiers with local police in 1917 re-
sulted in the death of four police officers, three 
African American soldiers and ten local civil-
ians after a riot. 

After the war, the Camp continued to serve 
vital functions. In 1919, it was used as a hos-
pital for wounded soldiers coming back from 
Europe. It also served as a unit of the City of 
Houston’s health care system until 1923. After 
that, the Camp remained deserted until 1942. 

Catherine Mary Emmott wrote to the Hous-
ton Chronicle advising the city to ‘‘buy some of 
the land and turn it into a park in memory of 
the boys.’’ Her efforts led the way in turning 
the land into a park. Thus Memorial Park—a 
memorial to the ones who were trained in 
Texas to fight in Europe. 

Emmott’s efforts did not fall upon deaf ears. 
William C. Hogg, son of Texas Governor Jim 
Hogg, bought two tracts of the former Camp 
Logan site and sold it to the City of Houston. 
That May, the City of Houston officially estab-
lished a park in remembrance of the WWI sol-
diers who trained there. 

Today, Memorial Park includes a golf 
course, bike paths, tennis courts, baseball 
fields and a nature center. It is an attraction 
for runners, walkers and joggers of all ages. 
The grounds are now a training area for ath-
letes rather than a training area for soldiers. 

It is estimated that almost 1,000 Camp 
Logan soldiers gave their lives during the 
Great WWI and over 6,200 were wounded. 

The Logan soldiers served with distinction in 
combat in the forest and trenches of Europe. 
Seventy-five of the African American soldiers 
trained at Camp Logan from the 370th Infantry 
were awarded the French Croix de Guerre 
and 12 received the U.S. Army’s Distinguished 
Service Crosses for their acts of valor. 

Memorial Park, as it is appropriately named, 
has begun a project to commemorate the 
doughboys who trained at Camp Logan by 
planting trees in their honor. 

The series of trees will be lined up like col-
umns of soldiers in an area called ‘‘Memorial 
Groves.’’ This section of the park contains the 
highest number of Camp Logan remnants, ar-
tifacts and WWI memorabilia. 

It is vital that communities know their his-
tory. 

The work being done for ‘‘Memorial Groves’’ 
at the park is an appropriate way to see that 
history and honor the memory of Camp Logan 
and the young warriors it produced. 

Texas has had a long history of supporting 
and uplifting America’s military. The history of 
Camp Logan is our own. Camp Logan should 
be remembered just as it is—a memorial for 
the soldiers who trained on Texas soil before 
they fought on foreign soil 100 years ago. 

Of the Logan soldiers, some served and re-
turned, some served and returned with the 
wounds of war and some served and did not 
return. Memorial Park is a memorial for them 
all. As we approach November 11th—Armi-
stice Day, now Veterans Day—the end of 
WWI, it is with deep gratitude that we honor 
the men of Camp Logan, Texas. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. KEVIN YODER 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call 
Number 582 on the motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 1853, to direct the Presi-
dent to develop a strategy to obtain observer 
status for Taiwan in the International Criminal 
Police Organization (INTERPOL), and for 
other purposes, I am not recorded because I 
was absent due to the birth of my daughter. 
Had I been present, I would have voted Aye. 

f 

HONORING DAMIAN MURRIEL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Damian Murriel. 

It sounds strange, but owning and operating 
a funeral home has been a childhood dream 
for Mr. Damian Murriel—at least it has been 
ever since he started working in the business. 

Damian Murriel began his first job in a fu-
neral home at the age of 16. Then a sopho-
more in high school, Damian Murriel per-
formed various custodial services at Cook’s 
Funeral Home. When he graduated from For-
est Hill High School in 1994 he left for 
Gupton-Jones School of Mortuary Science. 
Two years later after he completed his school-
ing and became a licensed funeral director 
and embalmer, he began traveling, doing in-
ternships and apprenticeships in other states, 
including brief stints in Illinois and Indiana. In 
2000 he left for a job as funeral director of 
Gregory B. Levett and Sons Funeral Home in 
Atlanta, Georgia, where the wake for TLC’s 
Lisa ‘‘Left Eye’’ Lopes was held. 

On April 17, 2003 Damian Murriel’s life-long 
dream to own and operate a funeral home be-
came a reality. ‘‘I never lost sight of what I 
was pursuing.’’ Damian Murriel said ‘‘I want to 
clean up the area and enhance the community 
with the funeral home.’’ Murriel said. Murriel’s 
motto is: ‘‘Serving Families in Their Time of 
Need.’’ He is a member of the Mississippi Fu-
neral Directors and Morticians Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Damian Murriel. 
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RECOGNIZING THE JOLIET REGION 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
INDUSTRY’S 2015 CELEBRATION 
OF SUCCESS HONOREES 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 3, 2015 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the honorees of the Joliet Region 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry’s 2015 
Celebration of Success. 

Every year, the Joliet Region Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry honors businesses, 
non-profit organizations, and individuals who 
have made an impact in our community. This 
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