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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,492,091,120,833.99. We’ve 
added $7,865,214,071,920.91 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HABITAT FOR HU-
MANITY OF TACOMA AND 
PIERCE COUNTY FOR THEIR 30 
YEARS OF SERVICE 

HON. ADAM SMITH 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

Mr. SMITH of Washington. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to honor Habitat for Humanity of Tacoma 
and Pierce County for their thirty years of in-
valuable housing assistance and support to 
families throughout our region. 

Since 1985, this organization has been 
dedicated to building quality and affordable 
housing for families from all walks of life, offer-
ing an opportunity for families who are other-
wise unable to obtain proper financing to 
achieve their dream of homeownership. 

In order to qualify for a home, families must 
contribute five hundred hours on the construc-
tion of their or someone else’s home, which in 
turn fosters a sense of ownership and a great-
er sense of unity in the community. In the last 
year alone, the organization built fourteen new 
homes and renovated almost a dozen others, 
providing a better living situation for over 
eighty adults and children. 

This positive impact on the lives of families 
would not have been possible without the vi-
sion and devotion that Habitat for Humanity of 
Tacoma and Pierce County and its countless 
volunteers have shown. They have played a 
key role in making Pierce County a better 
place to live—both for their clients and the 
community at large. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great honor that I rec-
ognize the work of Habitat for Humanity of Ta-
coma and Pierce County on their thirtieth anni-
versary as a positive contributor to the com-
munity. Their commitment to lifting up the lives 
of so many Pierce County families over three 
decades is admirable and I look forward to 
their future positive impacts. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 150TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF MONTGOMERY 
EMANCIPATION OBSERVANCES 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-

nize the 150th anniversary of the Montgomery 
community observing the signing of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation which started on Janu-
ary 1, 1866. 

On January 1, 2002, a historic marker was 
placed at One Court Square in downtown 
Montgomery to help highlight Montgomery’s 
first observance. On January 1, 2016, the 
Emancipation Association of Montgomery will 
once again celebrate the signing of the Eman-
cipation Proclamation. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing the 
Emancipation Association of Montgomery as 
well as the City of Montgomery a memorable 
150th anniversary celebrating the signing of 
the Emancipation Proclamation. 

f 

HONORING DRS. AZIZ SANCAR AND 
PAUL MODRICH 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to congratulate the University of 
North Carolina School of Medicine’s Dr. Aziz 
Sancar and Duke University School of Medi-
cine’s Dr. Paul Modrich on receiving the 2015 
Nobel Prize for chemistry. 

This is a remarkable accomplishment for 
Drs. Sancar and Modrich and for the univer-
sities and researchers who support their work. 
As a UNC graduate and a former Duke pro-
fessor, I am especially thrilled with the an-
nouncement. 

Drs. Sancar and Modrich were awarded the 
prize in recognition of their work with Dr. 
Thomas Lindhal of Britain on DNA mismatch 
repair. The consensus of the scientific commu-
nity is that this is critically important work that 
could pave the way for innovative new treat-
ments for cancer and other diseases. 

Dr. Aziz Sancar is the Sarah Graham Kenan 
Professor of Biochemistry and Biophysics at 
the University of North Carolina School of 
Medicine. A native of Savur-Mardin, Turkey 
and the first Turkish-American Member of the 
National Academy of Sciences, Dr. Sancar 
runs the Sancar Lab at UNC, directing the uni-
versity’s biomedical research. He has called 
North Carolina home since 1982, and he and 
his wife Gwen created the Turkish House in 
Chapel Hill and are spearheading efforts to 
create a permanent Turkish Center at UNC. 

Dr. Paul Modrich is the James B. Duke Pro-
fessor of Biochemistry at Duke University and 
a Member of the Duke Cancer Institute. He 
has been an investigator at the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute for over 20 years. He 
heads the Modrich Lab, which has been re-
sponsible for a number of major innovations in 
cancer and biomedical research. He has been 
at Duke since 1976. 

This announcement is another important re-
minder that Congress must renew its commit-
ment to research and innovation. Roughly, 
two-thirds of our nation’s basic research is di-
rectly supported by federal agencies. Federal 
funding from the NIH and CDC provides re-
searchers with critical financial support, and it 
is one of the most important investments we 
can make both for public health and the econ-
omy. Biomedical research alone creates mil-
lions of jobs and adds two dollars to the econ-
omy for every dollar invested. We must re-

verse the shortsighted cuts to research fund-
ing imposed by Congress in recent years and 
once again make robust investments in the 
sort of research conducted by Drs. Modrich 
and Sancar. 

I join with well-wishers from North Carolina 
and around the world to congratulate Dr. 
Modrich and Dr. Sancar on their historic ac-
complishment, and I am proud that these two 
world-class leaders in biomedical research call 
the Triangle home. 

f 

HONORING TURLOCK CITY 
MANAGER ROY WASDEN 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, November 4, 2015 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor Turlock City Manager 
Roy Wasden on his retirement; and to person-
ally thank him for his many years of dedication 
and profound service to the Turlock commu-
nity. 

Joining the City of Turlock in June of 2009, 
Mr. Wasden took on the chief role of city man-
ager and became responsible for the efficient 
and effective management of city services. 
Over the course of his career, Mr. Wasden 
has brought large corporations to Turlock and 
paved the way for countless new job positions 
for its residents. His exemplary customer serv-
ice was vital to landing these new employers 
to the community. 

Mr. Wasden was instrumental in the con-
struction of projects that immensely benefited 
the City of Turlock including the new Public 
Safety Facility, the Carnegie Arts Center, the 
development of the Regional Transit Facility, 
and the construction of the new affordable 
housing project called Avena Bella, as well as 
the large upgrades to the Regional Water 
Quality Control Facility. These successful 
projects were achievements that have greatly 
and positively impacted the economic develop-
ment in Turlock. 

Leading the efforts to balance the City of 
Turlock’s budget, Mr. Wasden has executed 
the task with efficient management and good 
planning. The city is fiscally sound and con-
tinues to provide a high level of service to the 
community. 

Before Mr. Wasden’s leadership role with 
the City of Turlock, he spent many years in a 
variety of public service positions, including 
more than 30 years working in law enforce-
ment. In 2000, Mr. Wasden was sworn in as 
Chief of Police for the City of Modesto Police 
Department. In 2002, the Modesto Police De-
partment was involved in the investigation of 
the infamous murder case of Laci Peterson, 
which gained national recognition. It was 
under Mr. Wasden’s leadership that the de-
partment was credited for successfully han-
dling this renowned investigation. He was an 
asset to the police department throughout the 
complex case. 

Mr. Wasden’s proudest accomplishment is 
the life he created with his high school sweet-
heart, Linda Wasden. They have been married 
for 40 years and together have been blessed 
with 7 children and 13 grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Turlock City Manager Roy Wasden on his re-
tirement and thanking him for his exemplary 
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