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Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to recognize my
friend, Jonny Wade, an 8-year-old from
Jerseyville, Illinois, who is battling a
rare form of brain and spinal cancer.

After being diagnosed with cancer on
Christmas Day of 2014, Jonny has un-
dergone several surgeries as well as
multiple rounds of radiation and chem-
otherapy. Despite the diagnosis, Jonny
continues to think of others, and his
rallying cry remains, ‘I don’t want any
other kid to have cancer.”

While he was unable to travel to
Washington, as I invited him to do just
a few short months ago, to come here
to advocate for cancer research, I want
to take this time, Mr. Speaker, to
speak out on his behalf.

Cancer is the second leading cause of
death for children, yet only 4 percent
of cancer research funds go to children.
Jonny and his twin brother Jacky have
a special place in my heart because I
am the parent of twin boys, too. While
Jonny and Jacky may not be here with
me today, they brought their cause to
the Capitol.

Pediatric cancer is a relentless dis-
ease, and we cannot waver in our ef-
forts to eradicate it. For Jonny and the
thousands of children who are diag-
nosed with cancer each year, we must
all work together to fully fund pedi-
atric cancer research.

The favorite sport of Jonny and
Jacky is baseball. These two guys right
here like to go to baseball games and
football games. Unfortunately for both
of them, they are St. Louis Cardinals
fans. Being an Atlanta Braves fan, I
like to joke with them about their
choice in teams.

But I have got a baseball right here,
Mr. Speaker, and I want to thank all
the colleagues who signed this baseball
for me. I wanted everybody to sign, but
as you can see, there is no room left.

This baseball is for you, Jonny. I
want to thank you for being the fighter
that you are.

————

THE CULTURE OF OPPOSITION
NEEDS TO CHANGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
Chuck Rosenberg, the acting adminis-
trator of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, recently called the notion of
smoking medical marijuana a joke.

What is a joke is the job Rosenberg is
doing as acting DEA administrator. He
is an example of an inept, misinformed
zealot who has mismanaged America’s
failed policy of marijuana prohibition.

Americans recognize it is time for a
change in direction to legalize, regu-
late, and tax marijuana. Fifty-eight
percent now support legalization, con-
tinuing an upward trend in public opin-
ion polls and at the ballot box.

Over 75 percent of the American pub-
lic supports medical marijuana, as do a
majority of American physicians.
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Rosenberg claims medical marijuana is
a joke, but the proven therapeutic
value of cannabis has prompted 23
States, Guam, and the District of Co-
lumbia to approve its medical applica-
tion and an additional 17 States have
authorized its more limited use.

Rosenberg’s claim that more re-
search is necessary is true, but it reeks
of hypocrisy because the DEA, under
his leadership, has made badly needed
cannabis research difficult, and often
impossible. If Rosenberg was doing his
job, he would have visited with some of
the hundreds of thousands who have
found medical marijuana has had a pro-
found effect on their lives and that of
their families.

President Obama is the first sitting
President to tell the truth about can-
nabis. His administration has not acted
to shut down the adult or medical
marijuana reforms sweeping the coun-
try. Sadly, it isn’t just his DEA admin-
istrator who is undercutting his policy.

Earlier this year the Department of
Justice took an outrageously flawed
position on the Rohrabacher-Farr
amendment that passed with strong bi-
partisan support, which clearly speci-
fied that the Federal Government
should not interfere with State legal
medical marijuana operations.

The Department of Justice and the
DEA contend that it only prevents ac-
tion against States, not individuals.
This is a ridiculous interpretation of
the law and caused a Federal court in
California to rule this interpretation
“defies language and logic’’ in deciding
against them.

More recently, the Senate passed the
MILCON-VA appropriations bill, which
included an amendment offered by my
colleague in Oregon, Senator MERKLEY,
mirroring my legislation to allow VA
doctors to recommend medical mari-
juana to their patients in accordance
with State law.

Yet, on November 13, the Department
of Veterans Affairs indicated they
won’t allow doctors and patients to
participate in State legal marijuana
laws, even if this bill becomes law.

Sadly, these actions by administra-
tion officials are indicative of a throw-
back ideology rooted in the failed war
on drugs, which needs to stop.

They do not reflect the overwhelming
body of evidence about the effects of
medical marijuana, the reforms hap-
pening at the State level and in Con-
gress, or the opinion of the American
people.

They don’t reflect the statements by
the President himself and the official
policy promulgated by former Deputy
Attorney General Cole outlining the
administration’s commitment to stay
out of the way of State marijuana
laws.

There is overwhelming evidence that
marijuana offers relief when nothing
else has helped, including as a more ef-
fective pain management tool than
highly addictive mnarcotics. Opioid
overdoses are skyrocketing, and we
have an epidemic of heroin abuse and
overdose.
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Sadly, the culture of opposition in
the Federal Government continues. On
one level, we have this amazing
progress at the State and local level.
We have made significant progress here
in Congress with the introduction of
over 20 bills in both Chambers dealing
with the Federal treatment of cannabis
and hemp, and the successful votes on
three amendments in the House and
three in Senate committees in this
Congress.

This culture needs to change. Leader-
ship needs to change. Rosenberg is
clearly not the right fit for the DEA in
this administration.

I would hope that the President di-
rects the heads of all relevant agencies
to adjust their policies, clarify regula-
tions that deal with marijuana laws,
establish policies that reflect changing
State laws, and, most importantly, re-
flect the President’s own position.

He has said that he has bigger fish to
fry than interfere with State legaliza-
tion efforts. It is time that the rest of
his administration gets on board, and
it should start with a new head of the
Drug Enforcement Administration.

———

SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. CURBELO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CURBELO of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, last week’s gruesome terrorist at-
tacks in Paris were a disturbing re-
minder that the war on terror is ongo-
ing and that radical Islamic extremism
represents a clear and present danger
to all freedom-loving civilized people.

The time from September 11, 2001, up
until today has been difficult for our
Nation. We have seen our young men
and women engaged in endless wars.
We have lost thousands of American
lives and spent a significant portion of
our national treasure fighting in the
Middle East. Costly mistakes were
made in Afghanistan, Iraq, and Libya.
We are understandably a war-weary
people.

However, last Friday we were re-
minded that the consequences of inac-
tion or of weak actions are far greater
than any risks associated with making
a serious and unwavering commitment
to confronting and defeating radical
terrorists.

ISIS is not a problem to be managed
or contained. This ambitious terrorist
organization is a dangerous enemy of
the United States and our allies that
must be eradicated. If we refuse to
fight ISIS on their home turf, we will
have to fight them in the streets of
Paris and maybe in our own commu-
nities.

Just as the previous administration
recognized that its Iraq strategy was
failing and needed a jolt, it is now time
for President Obama and his national
security team to show that they are se-
rious about destroying this dangerous
threat to the stability of the world and
to our own very lives.
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