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families referred by local schools. As the
agency developed, it began providing case
management services to help recent arrivals
adjust to their new homes.

The organization grew rapidly and started
providing important educational services to
school-age children, including early child care.
Shortly thereafter, CPC launched Project
Reach, which provided programs for at-risk
gang youth in Chinatown. Today that initiative
offers services for youth of all backgrounds.

Today, CPC has blossomed into a critical
anchor in our community. Over 8,000 people
are served every day through more than 50
programs in 33 locations throughout Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Queens. Early childhood
services provide a nurturing environment that
offers young Chinese New Yorkers an envi-
ronment to grow and learn.

Workforce development initiatives create
economic opportunity by providing our city’s
residents with training, new skills and employ-
ment placement. Through these efforts, over
the past year, CPC assisted over 2,500 cli-
ents, enrolling more than 525 of them into
English as a Second Language classes and
training over 200 others in construction, hospi-
tality and luxury retail.

CPC has also become an important safety
net for some of our city’s seniors. Senior cen-
ters in Manhattan and Queens ensure we are
caring for and honoring New York’s elderly
Chinese. The centers’ meals provide a popular
reason for seniors to come together, while
food is brought to those who are homebound.
Programs focused on music, art and entertain-
ment help keep seniors culturally and intellec-
tually stimulated and engaged.

Mr. Speaker, since its founding five decades
ago, the Chinese-American Planning Council
(CPC) has become an invaluable and critical
force for good in our city. Today, it helps some
of our most vulnerable neighbors, while
strengthening our community overall and mak-
ing New York a better place to live. | would
ask my colleagues to join me in saluting CPC
as it celebrates half a century of service to
New York’s Chinese community and to our en-
tire city.
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Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Veterans Legal Support Act of 2015,
a bill to allow the U.S. Department of Veterans
Affairs (VA) to provide certification and support
to law school clinical programs that provide
pro bono legal and support services to vet-
erans, including, among other things, assist-
ance with disability claims and appeals and
foreclosures. There are already at least 22 law
schools that have clinics devoted to veterans’
legal needs, including the William & Mary Law
School Veterans Benefits Clinic, which serves
as a national model for this idea, as the law
clinic was the first in the nation to receive a
“best practice” certification from the VA. There
are many other law schools, such as the Uni-
versity of the District of Columbia’s David A.
Clarke School of Law, that are interested in
starting their own VA-certified clinics.
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More than 600,000 veterans are waiting for
their disability claims to be processed by the
VA. With the assistance of lawyers and law
professors, clinical programs provide free legal
resources to assist veterans with processing
their claims. My bill would merely build on
what some law schools have begun to do for
the last several years. More needs to be done
to sustain and increase these programs.

Just as we honored our veterans on Vet-
erans Day, | urge my colleagues to support
this bill, a concrete measure that would assist
our veterans, who have repeatedly put their
lives on the line for this country, in their daily
lives.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Dan Arvizu for his ex-
ceptional work as Director of the National Re-
newable Energy Laboratory in Golden, Colo-
rado.

Dr. Arvizu is retiring this year, but his legacy
of leadership and innovation will endure for
many, many years to come. | want to take this
moment to say thank you for outstanding
stewardship of our nation’s premier energy ef-
ficiency and renewable energy laboratory.

In addition to his role at NREL, Dr. Arvizu is
Chairman of the National Science Board,
which is the governing board of the National
Science Foundation. He will continue his role
as Chairman of the National Science Board
and he will also become a visiting professor at
Stanford University.

On behalf of everyone at NREL, the people
of the state of Colorado, and the United States
of America, let me say thank you for a job well
done. We wish you all the best on the next
steps of your journey.
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Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor the life of my friend and colleague,
Mary V. King. Mary was a lifelong resident of
Oakland, California, and dedicated her life to
public service. She passed away earlier this
week.

During her three-terms as the first African
American County Supervisor for Alameda
County, she authored many policies with last-
ing impact on the Bay Area, including a val-
ues-based budgeting process still in use by
the county, and the King Plan for land-use,
which is now considered a model for smart-
growth. She also served as the chair of sev-
eral community-based and regional commit-
tees, including the Association of Bay Area
Governments (ABAG) and the Metropolitan
Transportation Commission’s (MTC’s) Bay
Bridge Design Task Force. Among her many
roles in public service, she worked tirelessly
as the General Manager of the Alameda
Contra Costa Transit District, often called the
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AC Transit District, carrying the agency
through tough economic times.

Mary and | became friends when we served
together on MTC and worked together on the
Caldecott Tunnel, which connects Alameda
and Contra Costa counties and contributes to
the economic development of our region. She
used her considerable expertise in govern-
ment to develop and advocate for efficient
transportation systems, smart land-use plan-
ning, housing, and other policies that have
helped to create opportunities throughout the
Bay Area. She also worked to improve eco-
nomic conditions and social services for lower
income residents, promoting health and edu-
cation, and youth violence prevention pro-
grams. The Mary V. King Health Education
Center is named in her honor as part of the
Eastmont Wellness Center in Oakland. She
also founded the Alameda County “Women’s
Hall of Fame Awards,” which recognizes the
accomplishments of other women and has
recognized more than 200 honorees.

Among her many accolades, Mary has been
awarded the “Lifetime Achievement Award” by
the Conference of Minority Transportation Offi-
cials, the “Allen E. Broussard Memorial Award
for Outstanding Humanitarianism” by the Ala-
meda County Bar Association, the “George
Moscone Memorial Award” by the American
Society of Public Administration, the Commu-
nity Leaders, Recognition Award by the Black
Elected Officials and Faith Based Leaders of
the East Bay, and was named the “Legislator
of the Year” in 1992 by the Arc of the United
States.

Mary is survived by her mother Victoria
King, two daughters Kimberly and Vikki King,
and two grandchildren. She leaves an indelible
legacy on the East Bay, and will be greatly
missed.

Mr. Speaker, | am honored to celebrate the
extraordinary life of Mary King, and | send my
sincere and deepest condolences to her fam-
ily, friends, and loved ones.
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Mr. KELLY of Mississippi. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor the memory of Chancery
Court Judge Talmadge Littlejohn of New Al-
bany, Mississippi who joined his Heavenly Fa-
ther on Monday, October 26, 2015.

Judge Littlejohn had a long, distinguished
career as a public servant, including service
as a district attorney, state legislator, and
chancery court judge.

He served in our state house from 1960 to
1964 and the state senate from 1964 to 1968.
In 2010 he was honored by the Mississippi
Bar for his 50 years of practicing law. He was
in his fourth term as a judge in the First Chan-
cery Court District of Mississippi, which in-
cludes Alcorn, Itawamba, Lee, Monroe,
Pontotoc, Prentiss, Tishomingo, and Union
counties.

Judge Littlejohn always conducted himself
as a selfless public servant dedicated to ful-
filling any task that was assigned to him.

He was an active member of First Baptist
Church of New Albany, where he faithfully
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