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House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BYRNE).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
December 7, 2015.

I hereby appoint the Honorable BRADLEY
BYRNE to act as Speaker pro tempore on this
day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

————

IT IS TIME TO RESTORE THE
AMERICAN PEOPLE’S FAITH IN
GOVERNMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, when a mar-
ried couple killed 14 people celebrating
the holidays in San Bernardino last
Thursday, President Obama imme-
diately used this terrible tragedy to
renew his call for tougher gun restric-
tions.

Never mind the fact that the shoot-
ing took place in California, which has

some of the strictest gun laws in the
Nation, or that authorities would
quickly determine this rampage was an
act of terrorism that appears to have
been inspired by the Islamic State.

This messaging blunder led to last
night’s televised address from the Oval
Office where President Obama sought
to reassure the American people that
his administration is taking the threat
of terrorism seriously. Sadly, the only
thing he revealed was he has no com-
prehensive strategy to confront and de-
feat ISIS. The President continues to
cling to failing policy.

This week the House will vote on a
bipartisan bill to update our visa waiv-
er program to reduce the risk of an ex-
tremist entering the country from
abroad. However, only the Commander
in Chief can provide the wide-ranging
plan that is necessary to eliminate the
danger caused by radical Islamist ter-
rorism.

We need more from President Obama
about what can be done with our mili-
tary, our intelligence-gathering, and
our international partners. We are fac-
ing a new era of violence and terrorism
where danger exists both abroad and on
American soil. We must do all that we
can to eliminate the extremist threat.

It is easy to see why the American
people have no faith in the Federal
Government. While the United States
remains one step behind our enemy and
Americans wonder if our country is
safe, the Justice Department is under-
mining Congress’ spending authority
by funneling money to President
Obama’s political allies.

The Justice Department prosecutes
cases against corporate bad actors, and
those companies agree to settlements
that often include financial penalties.
However, the Department has begun to
mandate that at least some of that
penalty money be paid in the form of
donations to nonprofits that allegedly
aid consumers and bolster neighbor-
hoods.

The purpose of financial penalties is
to punish the bad actors and provide
restitution to real victims. However,
the list of government-approved non-
profit beneficiaries reads like a who’s
who of liberal activist groups. An in-
vestigation by the House Judiciary and
Financial Services Committees re-
vealed that DOJ has used mandatory
donations to direct as much as half a
billion dollars to these activist groups.

These payments also occur entirely
outside of the congressional appropria-
tions and oversight process. The Mis-
cellaneous Receipts Act requires
money received by the government
from any source to be deposited in the
Treasury. Directing banks to give
money to third parties evades that
statute.

Thank goodness the House passed an
amendment by Chairman GOODLATTE in
June that blocks funding for negoti-
ating settlements that require a de-
fendant to donate to an organization or
an individual not involved in the liti-
gation. This commonsense amendment
passed by voice vote and should abso-
lutely be included in the omnibus
spending bill we are expected to vote
on this week.

It is time for Republicans to confront
this administration and restore the
people’s faith in their government.

————
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until 2
p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
O 1400
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. EMMER of Minnesota) at 2
p.m.

[J This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., [] 1407 is 2:07 p.m.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

Printed on recycled paper.

H9015



		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-08-26T19:09:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




