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Peters for his 50 years of service to the Edi-
son Police Auxiliary and I sincerely hope that 
my colleagues will join me in thanking Captain 
Peters for his honorable service to our great 
nation. His remarkable dedication and duty to 
his community and nation are truly deserving 
of this body’s recognition. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID 
BRAUNSTEIN 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
David Braunstein for his eight years of service 
on the Belmont City Council, once as Mayor in 
2009 and again in 2015. Mayor Braunstein 
leaves with a distinguished legacy of service 
to the residents of Belmont. 

During his tenure on the council, he served 
as a member of the Joint Notre Dame de 
Namur and Belmont City Council committee, 
the city’s audit committee, is the former chair 
of the library community task force, former 
chair of the library steering committee and 
former chair of the library bond committee. 
David Braunstein has also been a board mem-
ber of the Center for Independence of the Dis-
abled, and was a member of the city’s eco-
nomic development committee. 

Education is a core value in Belmont. David 
Braunstein is deeply committed to this value 
as evidenced by his career as a teacher at 
Carlmont High School and through his related 
council activities. While on the council, he has 
served as part of the city-school district com-
mittee known as 2 + 2 which identifies ways 
in which the district and city may collaborate 
to the benefit of Belmont residents. 

Belmont is a city filled with the joyful sounds 
of children laughing. Three of those children 
are Mayor Braunstein’s: Isaac, Noah and 
Yakira. They attend Ralston Middle School 
and Fox Elementary School where David and 
his wife, Patricia, are actively involved in 
school life. Even though he is incredibly busy 
as Mayor and as a teacher, David Braunstein 
made time in his life to be an AYSO and Little 
League coach, and served as a volunteer foot-
ball coach at Carlmont High School. For David 
Braunstein, kids count. 

Community building is in Mayor Braunstein’s 
DNA. He has served on the National Night 
Out Planning Committee and helped to create 
one of the largest National Nights Out on the 
Peninsula. He is a tireless advocate to make 
our neighborhoods better and safer places, 
and served on the San Mateo County Emer-
gency Services Council. 

During his time on the council, Mayor 
Braunstein has conducted himself in a collabo-
rative manner, both with his council colleagues 
and elected officials from other cities. He is 
proud to have been part of purchase of Ral-
ston Avenue Vista Point which offers incred-
ible views. The city purchased 34 acres, sold 
some land, made a profit and was able to pre-
serve open space. 

David was born in San Jose. He earned his 
Bachelor’s degree in Political Science at 
UCLA and his Master’s in Public Policy and 
Management at Carnegie Mellon University. 
He also holds a California Teacher Credential 
from San Francisco State University. 

After his retirement from the city council, 
David Braunstein is looking forward to spend-
ing more time with his family and watching his 
young children grow up. He is also hoping to 
find more time for travel, reading, cooking and 
photography—children’s schedules permitting. 

Mr. Speaker, as the people of Belmont con-
template Mayor Braunstein’s contribution to 
their well-being, they will recognize that he 
possessed superior leadership skills and 
leaves having accomplished his objective, and 
having set an outstanding example for his suc-
cessors. I know the House of Representatives 
joins me in wishing him well in his future ad-
ventures. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,786,830,545,682.60. We’ve 
added $8,159,953,496,769.52 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 
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IN HONOR OF THE VICTIMS OF 
THE SAN BERNARDINO ATTACK 

HON. NORMA J. TORRES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the tragic shooting in San 
Bernardino last week and to recognize and 
honor the victims who lost their lives. 

Despite the increasing frequency with which 
these kinds of events seem to occur, we never 
expect them to happen in our community. But 
this December 2nd, that is exactly what hap-
pened and tragedy hit home. 

I knew the Inland Regional Center well and 
represented the city of San Bernardino during 
my time in the State Senate. And on this trag-
ic day, five individuals who lived in cities I rep-
resent were taken from this world. 

Isaac Amanios was a Fontana resident who 
came to this country from Eritrea looking for a 
better life for his children. He was described 
as an amazing father, brother, an amazing ev-
erything. 

Sierra Clayborn, a UC Riverside graduate, 
previously lived in Ontario. Those who knew 
her say she was energetic, thoughtful, and al-
ways smiling, and she loved what she called 
her blooming career in public and environ-
mental health. 

Larry Daniel Kaufman, a resident of Rialto, 
considered himself a free spirit, loved horror 
movies, and talked to everyone he met. 

Yvette Velasco was 27 and a Fontana resi-
dent who was full of life and loved by all who 
knew her. Those close to her say she em-
bodied intelligence and ambition. 

And Benetta Bettadal of Rialto was a grad-
uate of Cal Poly Pomona, also in my district. 

She came to the United States fleeing Islamic 
extremism and the persecution of Christians 
following the Iranian revolution. In a horrible 
twist of fate, she lost her life at the hands of 
the same kind of extremism that brought her 
to this country. 

Isaac, Sierra, Larry, Yvette, Benetta. These 
were our neighbors. They could have been 
our children, our loved ones, or our friends. As 
our community begins to heal, we owe it to 
them and to the other nine victims to ask our-
selves how to best honor the vibrant lives that 
were taken from us much too soon. 

Mr. Speaker, far too many communities 
have felt the pain that the San Bernardino and 
Inland Empire community is facing right now. 
Far too many Americans have lost loved ones 
in similar acts of violence. It is now up to us 
in Congress to use this tragedy as a catalyst 
for a serious, productive, and respectful dia-
logue on the actions we can and must take to 
prevent this kind of tragedy from ever hap-
pening again. Inaction is inexcusable and an 
affront to the lives lost on that tragic day. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF RAYMOND C. 
MILLER 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 8, 2015 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Raymond C. Miller for his extraordinary 16 
years of service on the Brisbane City Council, 
four terms as Mayor. Dr. Miller served from 
1984–1995 and again from 2011–2015 and 
has made significant contributions to the city 
and San Mateo County. 

Dr. Miller cares deeply about government 
transparency, accountability and responsive-
ness. The fiscal and environmental health of 
Brisbane are of utmost importance to him. 
This is very well reflected in the work he has 
done on a long list of committees, subcommit-
tees and boards. He served on the Airport 
Land Use Committee, the Complete Streets 
Safety Committee, the City Sustainability 
Committee, the Open Space & Ecology Com-
mittee, the Facilities/Water Sewer Sub-
committee, the Finance Subcommittee, and 
several others. 

As a retired Political Economy and Inter-
disciplinary Social Science professor at San 
Francisco State University for 44 years, Coun-
cilman Miller has an extensive understanding 
of the public policy process. For example, Dr. 
Miller has been deeply involved in the contract 
negotiations for the development of the 
Baylands, a 600-acre site on the edge of San 
Francisco Bay, the evaluation of the draft En-
vironmental Impact Report, and the develop-
ment of sustainability goals. 

During his last term as Mayor, Dr. Miller 
helped restructure the city budget to create a 
more user-friendly document. He worked with 
the council to place a business license tax for 
liquid storage facilities on the ballot, to ap-
prove a contract for a hotel feasibility market 
study for Sierra Point, and to conduct labor 
negotiations during tough financial times. He 
also spent many hours as editor of Brisbane’s 
50th Anniversary History Book Project. 

Raymond Miller was born in Baltimore, 
Maryland in 1934. He graduated with a Bach-
elor’s degree in Business Administration/Public 
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