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of the Advisory Council who are not representa-
tives of Federal departments or agencies and
who shall include at least one representative of
each of the following:

(A) Family caregivers.

(B) Older adults with long-term services and
supports meeds, including older adults facing
disparities.

(C) Individuals with disabilities.

(D) Advocates for family caregivers, older
adults with long-term services and Supports
needs, and individuals with disabilities.

(E) Health care and social service providers.

(F) Long-term services and supports providers.

(G) Employers.

(H) Paraprofessional workers.

(1) State and local officials.

(J) Accreditation bodies.

(K) Relevant industries.

(L) Veterans.

(M) As appropriate, other experts in family
caregiving.

(3) FEDERAL MEMBERS.—The Federal members
of the Advisory Council, who shall be nonvoting
members, shall consist of the following:

(A) The Administrator of the Centers for
Medicare & Medicaid Services (or the Adminis-
trator’s designee).

(B) The Administrator of the Administration
for Community Living (or the Administrator’s
designee who has experience in both aging and
disability).

(C) The Assistant Secretary for the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families (or the Assist-
ant Secretary’s designee).

(D) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs (or the
Secretary’s designee).

(E) The Secretary of Labor (or the Secretary’s
designee).

(F) The Secretary of the Treasury (or the Sec-
retary’s designee).

(G) The National Coordinator for Health In-
formation Technology (or the National Coordi-
nator’s designee).

(H) The Administrator of the Small Business
Administration (or the Administrator’s des-
ignee).

(I) The Chief Executive Officer of the Cor-
poration for National and Community Service
(or the Chief Executive Officer’s designee).

(J) The heads of other Federal departments or
agencies (or their designees), as appointed by
the Secretary or the Chair of the Advisory
Council.

(4) DIVERSE REPRESENTATION.—The Secretary
shall ensure that the membership of the Advi-
sory Council reflects the diversity of family
caregivers and individuals receiving services
and supports.

(c) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Council shall
meet quarterly during the I-year period begin-
ning on the date of enactment of this Act and at
least three times during each year thereafter.
Meetings of the Advisory Council shall be open
to the public.

(d) ADVISORY COUNCIL ANNUAL REPORTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of enactment of this Act, and an-
nually thereafter, the Advisory Council shall
submit to the Secretary and Congress a report
concerning the development, maintenance, and
updating of the Strategy and the implementa-
tion thereof, including a description of the out-
comes of the recommendations and priorities
under paragraph (2), as appropriate. Such re-
port shall be made publicly available by the Ad-
visory Council.

(2) INITIAL REPORT.—The Advisory Council’s
initial report under paragraph (1) shall in-
clude—

(4) an inventory and assessment of all feder-
ally funded efforts to recognize and support
family caregivers and the outcomes of such ef-
forts, including analyses of the extent to which
federally funded efforts are reaching family
caregivers and gaps in such efforts;

(B) recommendations for priority actions—

(i) to improve and better coordinate programs;
and
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(ii) to deliver services based on the perform-
ance, mission, and purpose of a program while
eliminating redundancies and ensuring the
needs of family caregivers are met;

(C) recommendations to reduce the financial
impact and other challenges of caregiving on
family caregivers; and

(D) an evaluation of how family caregiving
impacts the Medicare program, and Medicaid
program, and other Federal programs.

(e) NONAPPLICABILITY OF FACA.—The Federal
Advisory Committee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall
not apply to the Advisory Council.

SEC. 5. SUNSET PROVISION.

The authority and obligations established by
this Act shall terminate on December 31, 2025.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported substitute amendment
be agreed to; that the bill, as amended,
be read a third time and passed; and
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

The bill (S. 1719), as amended, was or-
dered to be engrossed for a third read-
ing, was read the third time, and
passed.

————————

RECOGNIZING THREATS TO FREE-
DOM OF THE PRESS AND EX-
PRESSION AROUND THE WORLD

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 135, S. Res. 207.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 207) recognizing
threats to freedom of the press and expres-
sion around the world and reaffirming free-
dom of the press as a priority in efforts of
the United States Government to promote
democracy and good governance.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to; the Casey amend-
ment to the preamble, which is at the
desk, be agreed to; the preamble, as
amended, be agreed to; and that the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The amendment (No. 2921) was agreed
to, as follows:

(Purpose: To amend the preamble)

Strike the fifteenth whereas clause, and in-
sert the following:

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the 5 countries with the highest
number of journalists in prison as of Decem-
ber 1, 2014, were China, Eritrea, Iran, Ethi-
opia, and Vietnam;

The preamble,
agreed to.

The resolution, with its preamble, as
amended, is as follows:

207) was

as amended, was
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S. RES. 207

Whereas Article 19 of the United Nations
Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
adopted at Paris December 10, 1948, states
that ‘‘everyone has the right to freedom of
opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without inter-
ference and to seek, receive, and impart in-
formation and ideas through any media and
regardless of frontiers’’;

Whereas, in 1993, the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly proclaimed May 3 of each year
as “World Press Freedom Day’’ to celebrate
the fundamental principles of freedom of the
press, to evaluate freedom of the press
around the world, to defend the media from
attacks on its independence, and to pay trib-
ute to journalists who have lost their lives in
the exercise of their profession;

Whereas, on December 18, 2013, the United
Nations General Assembly adopted a resolu-
tion (A/RES/68/163) on the safety of journal-
ists and the issue of impunity, which un-
equivocally condemns all attacks and vio-
lence against journalists and media workers,
including torture, extrajudicial killings, en-
forced disappearances, arbitrary detention,
and intimidation and harassment in both
conflict and non-conflict situations;

Whereas 2015 is the 22nd anniversary of
World Press Freedom Day, which focuses on
the theme ‘‘Let Journalism Thrive! Towards
Better Reporting, Gender Equality, and
Media Safety in the Digital Age’’;

Whereas the 2015 World Press Freedom
prize was awarded to Syrian journalist and
human rights activist Mazen Darwish, who
remains imprisoned by the Assad regime;

Whereas the Daniel Pearl Freedom of the
Press Act of 2009 (Public Law 111-166; 22
U.S.C. 2151 note), which was passed by unani-
mous consent in the Senate and signed into
law by President Barack Obama in 2010, ex-
panded the examination of freedom of the
press around the world in the annual human
rights report of the Department of State;

Whereas, according to Freedom House,
only approximately 14 percent of the world’s
inhabitants—or one in seven people—live in
countries with a press ranked as ‘‘Free’ by
Freedom House;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 69 journalists and 19 citizen journal-
ists were killed in 2014 in connection with
their collection and dissemination of news
and information;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the 3 deadliest countries
for journalists on assignment in 2014 were
Syria, Ukraine, and Iraq;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, more than 40 percent of
the journalists killed in 2014 were targeted
for murder and 31 percent of journalists mur-
dered reported receiving threats first;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 650 journalists have
been killed between 1992 and April 2015 with-
out the perpetrators of such crimes facing
punishment;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, the 5 countries with the
highest number of journalist murders that
g0 unpunished, measured from 2004 to 2014,
are Iraq, Somalia, the Philippines, Sri
Lanka, and Syria;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, 853 journalists and 122 citizen jour-
nalists were arrested in 2014;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, 221 journalists world-
wide were in prison as of December 1, 2014;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the 5 countries with the highest
number of journalists in prison as of Decem-
ber 1, 2014, were China, Eritrea, Iran, Ethi-
opia, and Vietnam;
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Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders’ 2015 World Press Freedom Index,
Eritrea, North Korea, Turkmenistan, Syria,
and China ranked lowest according to a
range of criteria that include ‘‘media plu-
ralism and independence, respect for the
safety and freedom of journalists, and the
legislative, institutional and infrastructural
environment in which the media operate’’;

Whereas, according to the Committee to
Protect Journalists, in 2014 Syria was the
world’s deadliest country for journalists for
the third year in a row;

Whereas, according to the International
Federation of Journalists, more than 40 jour-
nalists and media staff have been Kkilled
since January 2015;

Whereas, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration continued to intensify its pressure
on the media to bring independent news out-
lets under control or be throttled out of ex-
istence;

Whereas Freedom House has cited a dete-
riorating environment for Internet freedom
around the world and ranked Iran, Syria,
China, Cuba, and Ethiopia as ‘“Not Free’’ and
having the worst obstacles to access, limits
on content, and violations of user rights
among the 65 countries and territories rated
by Freedom House in 2014;

Whereas freedom of the press is absolutely
essential to the creation and maintenance of
free and open societies and a key component
of democratic governance, the activism of
civil society, and socioeconomic develop-
ment; and

Whereas freedom of the press enhances
public accountability, transparency, and par-
ticipation: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) commemorates World Press Freedom
Day by commending journalists like Mazen
Darwish and others around the world for the
vital role they play in supporting open and
democratic societies, promoting government
accountability, and strengthening civil soci-
ety;

(2) expresses concern about the threats to
freedom of the press and expression around
the world, and pays tribute to journalists
who have lost their lives carrying out their
work;

(3) pays tribute to the journalists who have
lost their lives carrying out their work;

(4) calls on governments abroad to imple-
ment United Nations General Assembly Res-
olution (A/RES/68/163), by thoroughly inves-
tigating and seeking to resolve outstanding
cases of violence against journalists, includ-
ing murders and kidnappings, while ensuring
the protection of witnesses;

(6) condemns all actions around the world
that suppress freedom of the press, includ-
ing: the brutal murders of journalists by the
terrorist group ISIS, violent attacks against
media outlets like the French satirical mag-
azine Charlie Hebdo, and kidnappings of
journalists and media workers in eastern
Ukraine by pro-Russian militant groups;

(6) reaffirms the centrality of freedom of
the press to efforts by the United States
Government to support democracy, mitigate
conflict, and promote good governance do-
mestically and around the world; and

(7) calls on the President and the Secretary
of State—

(A) to improve the means by which the
United States Government rapidly identifies,
publicizes, and responds to threats against
freedom of the press around the world;

(B) to urge foreign governments to trans-
parently investigate and bring to justice the
perpetrators of attacks against journalists;
and

(C) to highlight the issue of threats against
freedom of the press year-round.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 331, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 331) designating De-
cember 12, 2015, as ‘“Wreaths Across America
Day.”

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. COLLINS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to have joined with my col-
league, Senator ANGUS KING, in spon-
soring this resolution to designate De-
cember 12, 2015, as Wreaths Across
America Day. Since its inception, the
Wreaths Across America project has
become an annual tradition of donat-
ing, transporting, and placing Maine
balsam fir remembrance wreaths on
the graves of our fallen heroes buried
at Arlington National Cemetery, as
well as at veterans’ cemeteries and me-
morials in every State and overseas. In
the program’s 24 years, more than 2.4
million wreaths have been placed in
honor of those who have served our
country.

The origin of Wreaths Across Amer-
ica is an inspiring example of that gen-
erosity and gratitude. During the
Christmas season in 1992, Morrill and
Karen Worcester took time during
their busiest season to donate and de-
liver wreaths from their company in
Harrington, ME, to Arlington National
Cemetery to honor the heroes who lie
at rest there. At first, a small group of
volunteers laid the wreaths with little
notice. In recent years, however, the
Arlington Wreath Project has grown to
become a national phenomenon. The
people of Maine are proud that this im-
portant and well-deserved tradition
began in our State.

This year, on December 12, thousands
of volunteers in Arlington, throughout
our Nation, and overseas will carry out
the mission of Wreaths Across America
to ‘“Remember, Honor, Teach.” This
will conclude a weeklong procession
between Maine and Virginia, with stops
along the way to pause and remember
the men and women who have died to
preserve our freedoms, spread the mes-
sage about the importance of honoring
those who serve, and remind the people
of the United States about the sac-
rifices made by our veterans and their
families. This procession helps to en-
sure that those sacrifices are never for-
gotten.

The Patriot Guard Riders, along with
other dedicated escort groups, will ac-
company tractor-trailers filled with
donated wreaths from Maine to Arling-
ton National Cemetery. America’s
trucking industry has long supported
Wreaths Across America by providing
drivers, equipment, fuel, and related
services to assist in the transportation
of wreaths across the country to more
than 1,000 locations.

Wreaths Across America not only
honors our departed heroes, but also
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imparts the important message to vet-
erans who are still with us that we
honor their service. It tells our men
and women in uniform today that we
are grateful for their courage and devo-
tion to duty. It tells the families of
those serving our country that they are
in our thoughts and prayers. And it
tells the families of the fallen that we
share their grief.

Throughout human history, the ever-
green wreath has been offered as a trib-
ute to heroes. On December 12, 2015, we
will again offer this enduring symbol of
valor and sacrifice as part of our never-
ending obligation to thank those who
wore the uniform of our country. In
this season of giving, we will pay trib-
ute to those who have given us the
most precious gift of all, our freedom.

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
have joined my esteemed colleague,
Senator SUSAN COLLINS, in submitting
a resolution designating December 12,
2015, as Wreaths Across America Day.
What started as a quiet tribute to our
Nation’s veterans in a small town in
Washington County, Maine 24 years
ago, has blossomed into one of the
greatest honors paid to our service-
members coast to coast. Every Decem-
ber, donated balsam fir wreaths travel
from Harrington, ME, to veterans’
cemeteries around the country and are
placed on the graves of our fallen he-
roes. During this season of giving, it is
only fitting to recognize this wonderful
tradition and the generosity of those
who conceived it, and as always, to re-
affirm our commitment and apprecia-
tion for those who fought to preserve
our freedom.

During the 1992 holiday season, Mor-
rill and Karen Worcester of Worcester
Wreath Company found themselves
with a surplus of unused wreaths. Re-
calling a boyhood visit to Arlington
National Cemetery, Morrill was in-
spired to use those extra wreaths to
honor American servicemembers. So,
aided by then-Senator Olympia Snowe
and determined to celebrate our vet-
erans and their families, the Worces-
ters arranged to have the wreaths
placed in one of the older sections of
Arlington National Cemetery.

Building on the Worcester family’s
vision, other folks from around Maine
stepped up to help out and give back.
James Prout, the owner of a Maine
trucking company, made sure the
wreaths were safely transported to Ar-
lington. The Maine State Society of
Washington, D.C., a group of people
from Maine living and working in the
Nation’s capital, helped organize the
wreath laying ceremony at the ceme-
tery.

So it went for several years—wreaths
were quietly assembled and sent to Ar-
lington National Cemetery to honor
our country’s veterans. Then in 2005, a
photo of the wreaths in Arlington took
the internet by storm, and the tradi-
tion quickly gained widespread atten-
tion. The salient image of the snow-
covered wreaths resting on the graves
of the fallen transformed what was
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