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once a quiet act of kindness to a na-
tional sensation. Soon thousands of
volunteers were inspired to help in Ar-
lington or to bring the project to their
hometowns throughout the country.

Last year alone, Wreaths Across
America and its national network of
volunteers laid over 700,000 memorial
wreaths at 1,000 locations including
sites in all 50 States and numerous na-
tional veteran cemeteries on foreign
soil. Thanks to truckers and the Pa-
triot Guard Riders who escort the trac-
tor trailers on their motorcycles, the
wreaths travel to Arlington and beyond
as part of a Veterans Honor Parade—
stopping along the way to remember,
honor, and teach.

I am proud to stand with Senator
COLLINS in sponsoring December 12,
2015, as Wreaths Across America Day.
On this day, and every day, let us re-
member the brave men and women who
have served our country and thank the
dedicated volunteers who proudly
honor their memory and sacrifice.

Mr. MCcCONNELL. I ask unanimous
consent that the resolution be agreed
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the
motions to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table with no
intervening action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res.
agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.””)

———

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO.
1144

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
in executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the injunction of secrecy
be removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on December
8, 2015, by the President of the United
States: Treaty with Jordan on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters,
Treaty Document No. 114-4. I further
ask that the treaty be considered as
having been read the first time; that it
be referred, with accompanying papers,
to the Committee on Foreign Relations
and ordered to be printed; and that the
President’s message be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Treaty
between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
on Mutual Legal Assistance in Crimi-
nal Matters, signed at Washington on
October 1, 2013. I also transmit, for the
information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with re-
spect to the Treaty.
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The Treaty is one of a series of mod-
ern mutual legal assistance treaties ne-
gotiated by the United States to more
effectively counter criminal activities.
The Treaty should enhance our ability
to investigate and prosecute a wide va-
riety of crimes.

The Treaty provides for a broad
range of cooperation in criminal mat-
ters. Under the Treaty, the Parties
agree to assist each other by, among
other things: producing evidence (such
as testimony, documents, or items) ob-
tained voluntarily or, where necessary,
by compulsion; arranging for persons,
including persons in custody, to travel
to another country to provide evidence;
serving documents; executing searches
and seizures; locating and identifying
persons or items; and freezing and for-
feiting assets or property that may be
the proceeds or instrumentalities of
crime.

I recommend that the Senate give
early and favorable consideration to
the Treaty, and give its advice and con-
sent to ratification.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, December 8, 2015.

————

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY,
DECEMBER 9, 2015

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Wednesday, De-
cember 9; that following the prayer and
pledge, the morning hour be deemed
expired, the Journal of proceedings be
approved to date, and the time for the
two leaders be reserved for their use
later in the day; further, that following
leader remarks, the Senate resume
consideration of the conference report
to accompany S. 1177, with the time
until 10:45 a.m. equally divided between
the two leaders or their designees.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

———

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator SASSE and Senator WARREN.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Nebraska.

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for 15 min-
utes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

FREEDOMS ENSHRINED IN THE
CONSTITUTION

Mr. SASSE. Mr. President, I rise to
speak about San Bernardino, about the
decades-long fight that our free society
faces, and about our dangerous unwill-
ingness to tell the truth about the na-
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ture of this battle—about who our
enemy is.

We are at war. The American people
already know this. Our enemies obvi-
ously knows this. It is only this town
where our so-called leaders dawdle and
bicker, pander and misprioritize. It is
only this town that seems confused.
Washington ignores what it cannot es-
cape, and that is both a tragedy and a
crisis, for it is impossible to win a war
when one does not even admit that one
is in a war.

Let’s start by admitting that this
war is different from most of the wars
of the past. This is not about borders or
territory. This is not about gold or
other material goods. We typically
think about state actors—about tradi-
tional governments going to war with
traditional governments. In this war,
however, the enemy includes many
state actors, many armed groups who
are developing global reach in this flat-
ter, technologically linked world.

Our enemy is merciless and barbaric.
They are willing to kill people who are
not on traditional battlefields. They
will kill noncombatants. They will kill
women and children. They will kill at
holiday parties and restaurants, at
Jewish delis and sporting stadiums.

Just as sad as the evolution of our
enemies, though, this war is hard for
the American people to get their heads
around because we have so much confu-
sion right now—so much drift, so much
orphanhood—not just about our en-
emies but about exactly who we are
and about exactly what we are fighting
to defend.

This body, the Congress, tries to do
far too many things, and we do very
few of them well, but when there are
really important tasks that we should
be tackling, well then folks seem to be
unable to muster the energy or the
courage or the time or the will to focus
diligently on the task before us.

Today we have such a big task before
us, and I will humbly suggest that be-
fore another person in this body or an-
other member of the national media
stands up to scold the American people
about how they could possibly enter-
tain voting for candidate X or Y, per-
haps we should look in the mirror at
why so many of our people are running
to demagoguing leaders.

Do Senators really not understand
what is happening? Did anyone really
not see this coming? I think it is obvi-
ous why the people are doing what they
are doing—because they get so little
actual leadership out of this town, out
of either end of Pennsylvania Avenue
and out of either political party. Make
no mistake, there were some genuinely
dreadful things said on our national
stage yesterday, but they were almost
completely predictable. Did anyone
really not see this coming?

Why is it that these words are so at-
tractive to so many? Why do they find
so many followers? Because they are
comforting to a people who are scared.
They are food to a people who are
starved for leadership.
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