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Since his retirement, Al has been
serving as a private consultant for an
organization in southwestern Indiana
that is engaged in assisting 32 schools
implement school improvement plans.
He is also spending time with several
school districts in West Virginia, Penn-
sylvania, Ohio, and Indiana, helping
them in efforts to begin schoolwide
reading programs for all students.

In addition to his longstanding com-
munity service, Al is a loving husband,
father, and grandfather. Al’s wife,
Jeanne, is a retired schoolteacher, and
together, they have four children and
six grandchildren. In his free time, Al
has enjoyed coaching three sports and
officiating basketball and baseball con-
tests. He is a member of the Knights of
Columbus Chapter at St. Francis of As-
sisi Church, a member of Optimist
Club, and serves on the Spencer County
Bank Board of Directors. He enjoys vis-
iting with family and friends, as well
as traveling, reading, fishing, and, of
course, playing golf.

Today I honor Al’s legacy of service
and wish to express my sincere grati-
tude for his leadership and dedication
to his community and our great State
of Indiana.

RECOGNIZING OUR LADY OF
MOUNT CARMEL SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to applaud Our Lady of
Mount Carmel School of Carmel, IN,
for being recognized as a 2015 National
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
gain recognition for educational ac-
complishments in closing the achieve-
ment gaps among student groups.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School
continues to be one of the best per-
forming schools in the State of Indi-
ana. It has been named an Indiana
Four Star School.

In 2014, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
School’s ISTEP+ pass rate for English/
Language Arts scores increased
reached 96.9 percent. Mathematics
scores increased to 98.8 percent com-
bined for third through fifth grades.

Our Lady of Mount Carmel School’s
effectiveness can be found in its holis-
tic approach and dedication to student
achievement. Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel staff, students, and students’ fami-
lies work together to teach and instill
values that develop strong character
including integrity, responsibility, and
service. With some of the highest
English and mathematics scores in In-
diana, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
School is a stellar example of the bene-
fits that result from dedication, moti-
vation, collaboration, and family part-
nership in education.
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I would like to acknowledge Our
Lady of Mount Carmel School prin-
cipal, Sister Mary Emily Knapp, the
entire staff, the student body, and
their families. The effort, dedication,
and value you put into education led
not only to this prestigious recogni-
tion, but will benefit you and our com-
munities well into the future.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I
congratulate Our Lady of Mount Car-
mel School, and I wish the students
and staff continued success in the fu-
ture.

RECOGNIZING PRAIRIE VISTA
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to applaud Prairie Vista
Elementary School of Granger, IN, for
being recognized as a 2015 National
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
gain recognition for educational ac-
complishments in closing the achieve-
ment gaps among student groups.

Prairie Vista Elementary School con-
tinues to be one of the best performing
schools in the State of Indiana. It has
been named an Indiana Four Star
School for the last 7 consecutive years.

In 2014, Prairie Vista Elementary
School’s ISTEP+ pass rate for English/
Language Arts scores increased to 98.7
percent. Mathematics scores increased
over 3 points to reach 98.7 percent com-
bined for third through fifth grades.

Prairie Vista Elementary School’s ef-
fectiveness can be found in its holistic
approach and dedication to student
achievement. Prairie Vista Elementary
staff, students, and students’ families
work together to teach and instill val-
ues that develop strong character and a
sense of PRIDE—the capacity to be
Prepared, Respectful, Independent, De-
pendable, and Excellent learners. With
some of the highest English and mathe-
matics scores in Indiana, Prairie Vista
Elementary School is a stellar example
of the benefits that result from dedica-
tion, motivation, collaboration, and
family partnership in education.

I would like to recognize Prairie
Vista Elementary School principal,
Keely Twibell, the entire staff, the stu-
dent body, and their families. The ef-
fort, dedication, and value you put into
education led not only to this pres-
tigious recognition, but will benefit
you and our communities well into the
future.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I
congratulate Prairie Vista Elementary
School, and I wish the students and
staff continued success in the future.
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RECOGNIZING SAINT PIUS X
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today I wish to applaud Saint Pius X
Catholic School of Granger, IN, for
being recognized as a 2015 National
Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
gain recognition for exceptional edu-
cational accomplishments. St. Pius X
Catholic School was named an Exem-
plary High Performing School.

Saint Pius X Catholic School con-
tinues to be one of the best performing
schools in the State of Indiana. It has
been named an Indiana Four Star
School multiple times.

In 2014, Saint Pius X Catholic School
ISTEP+ assessment averaged a 96 per-
cent passing rate for English/Language
Arts and a 98 percent passing rate in
math.

Saint Pius X Catholic School’s effec-
tiveness can be found in its holistic ap-
proach and dedication to student
achievement. Saint Pius X Catholic
School staff, students, and students’
families work together to teach and
foster values that develop strong char-
acter including academic excellence,
spiritual development, and service.
With some of the highest English and
mathematics scores in Indiana, Saint
Pius X Catholic School is a stellar ex-
ample of the benefits that result from
dedication, motivation, collaboration,
and family partnership in education.

I would like to recognize Saint Pius
X Catholic School principal, Elaine
Holmes, the entire staff, the student
body, and their families. The effort,
dedication, and value you put into edu-
cation led not only to this prestigious
recognition, but will benefit you and
our communities well into the future.

On behalf of the citizens of Indiana, I
congratulate Saint Pius X Catholic
School, and I wish the students and
staff continued success in the future.
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RECOGNIZING SOUTH ADAMS HIGH
SCHOOL

Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President,
today, I wish to applaud South Adams
High School of Berne, IN, for being rec-
ognized as a 2015 National Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation.

Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools Program has recog-
nized over 7,500 public and nonpublic
schools that have demonstrated a vi-
sion of educational excellence for all
students, regardless of their social or
economic background. Since its incep-
tion, this program has offered the op-
portunity for schools in every State to
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