December 9, 2015

Sealift Command of the United States Navy
and the Ready Reserve Force of the Mari-
time Administration, on tugs and ferry fleets
around the United States, and in various ca-
pacities in shoreside industries;

Whereas M.E.B.A. members provide crit-
ical support to the United States by carrying
cargo to aid the Armed Forces of the United
States in overseas conflicts;

Whereas, during Operation Iraqi Freedom,
the commercial, privately-owned fleet,
crewed by civilians of the United States, car-
ried more than 85 percent of the materials
and equipment needed by the United States
and the allies of the United States to achieve
victory;

Whereas, since 1875, M.E.B.A. members
have served in every conflict and war in
which the United States has been involved,
including the Spanish-American War, World
Wars I and II, Operation Enduring Freedom,
and Operation Iraqi Freedom;

Whereas the M.E.B.A. brings critical food
aid to starving people in Ethiopia, Somalia,
and dozens of other countries around the
world;

Whereas, as the people of the United States
watched the tragedy of September 11, 2001
unfold, members of the M.E.B.A. ferried
thousands of people to safety in New York;

Whereas, during the aftermath of Hurri-
canes Katrina and Rita, the tsunami in
Southeast Asia, and countless other disas-
ters, the M.E.B.A. was there with the profes-
sionalism, pride, and patriotism that has
long been the hallmark of mariners of the
United States;

Whereas the M.E.B.A. has its own mari-
time training center, the Calhoon M.E.B.A.
Engineering School in Easton, Maryland,
which keeps seafaring members on the cut-
ting edge of the industry; and

Whereas the Calhoon M.E.B.A. Engineering
School was originally located in Baltimore
because of the rich maritime tradition in
that city but later moved to the Eastern
Shore of Maryland when the school needed to
expand: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate commemorates
the 140th anniversary of the Marine Engi-
neers’ Beneficial Association.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 9, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Armed Services be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 9, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2015, at 10 a.m., in room SR~
2563 of the Russell Senate Office Build-
ing.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 9, 2015, at 9:30
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“United Nations Peacekeeping and Op-
portunities for Reform.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on December 9, 2015, at 9:30 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on December 9, 2015, at 11 a.m. to con-
duct a hearing entitled ‘‘Strengthening
the Visa Waiver Program After the
Paris Attacks.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on December 9, 2015, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Oversight of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on December 9, 2015, at 2 p.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘“Nominations.”’
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship be authorized to meet dur-
ing the session of the Senate on De-
cember 9, 2015.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on December 9, 2015, at 2:30
p.m., in room SR-418 of the Russell
Senate Office Building.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

S8559

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AFRICA AND GLOBAL HEALTH
POLICY

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations Sub-
committee on Africa and Global Health
Policy be authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on December
9, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘“The Political and Secu-
rity Crisis in Burundi.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on December 9, 2015, in room SDG-50 of
the Dirksen Senate Office Building, at
2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
‘““Sudden Price Spikes in Off-Patent
Drugs: Perspectives from the Front
Lines.”

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Alicia
Kielmovitch, an education legislative
fellow in Senator HATCH’s office, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of this calendar year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

————

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE NOMINATIONS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session to con-
sider the following nominations en
bloc: Calendar Nos. 415 through 420, 422,
and 423.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nations of Catherine Ebert-Gray, of
Virginia, a Career Member of the Sen-
ior Foreign Service, Class of Minister-
Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the
United States of America to the Inde-
pendent State of Papua New Guinea,
and to serve concurrently and without
additional compensation as Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Solomon Islands and
Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Vanuatu;
G. Kathleen Hill, of Colorado, a Career
Member of the Senior Foreign Service,
Class of Counselor, to be Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of
the United States of America to the
Republic of Malta; John D. Feeley, of
the District of Columbia, a Career
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