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Mr. Speaker, Mere is now reunited
with her husband of 45 years, Dick, and
two of her children, Penny and Chris-
topher. Though Heaven has gained her,
we have not lost her; and we will never
lose her, for she is rooted in our hearts
and in our memories now and forever.

Mere is survived by her daughter and
son-in-law, Patience and Charles Flick;
her son, Richard; and her three loving
grandchildren, Penny, Bonnie, and Wil-
lis Flick.

May God bless and keep Mary
Caldwell Plumer in His bosom.

———

TERRORIST WATCH LIST
LOOPHOLE

(Mr. YARMUTH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. YARMUTH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to call on my Republican col-
leagues to approve the Denying Fire-
arms and Explosives to Dangerous Ter-
rorists Act, which would prevent indi-
viduals on the terrorist watch list from
buying weapons here in the U.S. This
legislation has been blocked from com-
ing to the floor for a vote nearly a
dozen times over the past 2 weeks.

Most Americans find it mind-bog-
gling that we continue to allow indi-
viduals deemed too dangerous to fly to
buy weapons in the U.S., guns designed
to kill as many people as possible, as
quickly as possible.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my Republican
colleagues to fix this loophole and pro-
tect our citizens, to find some courage
and put the safety of the American
people before the politics of the gun
lobby.

Mr. Speaker, if Republicans truly
have concerns over how the terrorist
watch list is constructed, then they
should offer an amendment to fix it.
But more than 2,000 suspects on the
terrorist watch list have already
bought guns in our country. We don’t
need to add to that list. We need to act
right now.

———

WEST VIRGINIA HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL

(Mr. McKINLEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the outstanding ac-
complishments of three West Virginia
State football champions, all of which
are from the First District of West Vir-
ginia: Head Coach Josh Nicewarner and
the Indians of Bridgeport High School
on their third straight Class AA cham-
pionship title; and from Magnolia High
School, Head Coach Josh Sims and the
Blue Eagles on their single A cham-
pionship title; and for the first time in
school history, Chris Daugherty and
the Wheeling Park Patriots on the
Class AAA championship.

Now, Mr. Speaker, I am told by my
astute research staff that, except for
States with one Representative, this is
the first time in American history that
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all three high school champions have
come in a single year from one district.
So I challenge my esteemed colleagues,
Mr. JENKINS and Mr. MOONEY, from the
other districts of West Virginia, to
match that title next year.

———

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS
DAY
(Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia asked and was given permission
to address the House for 1 minute and
to revise and extend her remarks.)

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
commemorate International Human
Rights Day.

This year we celebrate the 50th anni-
versary of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and the
International Covenant on Economic,
Social and Cultural Rights.

Mr. Speaker, the United States of
America was founded upon freedom, de-
mocracy, and liberty, and America
must perform its role as an advocate
and as a defender of these values.

Today, more than 140 prisoners of
conscience are currently imprisoned in
Vietnam due to their political views
and activities. These activists are vic-
tims of constant mental and physical
harassment and oftentimes are forced
to endure unsanitary prison conditions.

Activists, including Tran Huynh Duy
Thuc, Dang Xuan Dieu, and Ho Duc
Hoa, were falsely tried and imprisoned
simply for practicing their right to as-
semble.

This year, in November, Burma, a
country known for its horrendous
human rights record, held its first free
election, yet Vietnam continues to
function as a single-party system.
Today, on International Human Rights
Day, I urge Vietnam to finally open up
its society and to empower its people.

———
TRIBUTE TO THOMAS GALLAGHER

(Mr. KATKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to pay tribute to the life of
Thomas Gallagher, an honorable public
servant who passed away earlier this
week.

Following his service in the United
States Air Force during the Korean
war, Thomas earned an undergraduate
and master’s degree while simulta-
neously pursuing his career in law en-
forcement and raising a family.

Thomas joined the New York City
Police Department in 1957 and went on
to serve the city for 37 years, rising all
the way to the rank of assistant chief.

Mr. Speaker, Thomas Gallagher was
the son of Irish immigrants. From a
very early age, he learned the impor-
tance of hard work and selfless dedica-
tion to his family and the community.
Though he endured many tragedies in
his life, including the loss of all three
of his wives to various diseases, he
never lost his zeal for life. He was often
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buoyed by the great pride he held for
all three of his children, who rose to
become great successes in law, busi-
ness, and the Secret Service.

Thomas personifies the great Amer-
ican spirit. Not only did he persevere
through trying times, he prospered. His
was a life well lived, and I feel truly
blessed to have known him and his
great family.

May God now hold Thomas in the
palm of His hand.

———

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE OF PRO-
FESSOR JOHN ARTHUR RASSIAS

(Ms. KUSTER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today 1
rise to recognize the life of a truly ex-
traordinary Granite Stater, Professor
John Rassias, who passed away last
week in New Hampshire at the age of
90.

Professor Rassias was a lifelong
Granite Stater, a World War II veteran,
and an internationally renowned lan-
guage professor at my alma mater,
Dartmouth College. He developed the
Rassias method, a revolutionary way of
teaching languages that includes rapid-
fire drills and dramatic flair, allowing
students to be immersed in the lan-
guage and culture.

He was an extraordinary mentor. His
teaching style has been widely adopted
at universities and institutions around
the world, including in the Peace
Corps, where Dr. Rassias was the first
director of language programs in 1964.

His legacy extends far beyond simply
teaching language. Dr. Rassias’ deep
commitment to cultural dialogue and
understanding shaped the perspective
of countless students and inspired
them to make the world a better place.
He will be truly missed by the entire
Granite State and members of the
Dartmouth community throughout the
world.

———
PINKY SWEAR FOUNDATION

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, the
pinky swear promise is a universal
symbol to keep one’s promise and one’s
word. For the Pinky Swear Founda-
tion, keeping that promise means help-
ing children who are battling cancer
and their families.

The foundation’s work was actually
started 12 years ago, after 9-year-old
Mitch Chepokas of Chanhassen, Min-
nesota, had been diagnosed with ter-
minal bone cancer and, while in his
hospital room, overheard others dis-
cussing that there would not be enough
money for Christmas that year.

Mitch decided that he would give
away all of his money to those families
so they could celebrate the holidays,
and he made his father pinky swear to
continue to make sure that they will
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