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IN RECOGNITION OF THE 100TH AN-

NIVERSARY OF THE HENRY 
FORD HEALTH SYSTEM 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Henry Ford Health System on their 
100th anniversary. Originating from Detroit 
General Hospital, namesake Henry Ford be-
came the sole investor in 1914 and coupled 
his entrepreneurial spirit with medical innova-
tion. 

Admitting its first patient in 1915, Henry 
Ford Hospital was so successful in meeting 
the needs of a city in the midst of a population 
boom that by 1917 it had already expanded to 
its current size. In its early days, the hospital 
revolutionized wait times, reducing them to 30 
minutes for a patient to be seen, and opened 
the nation’s first ward for treating chemical de-
pendency. It developed new techniques in the 
fields of surgery and physical therapy. The ex-
cellent quality of care at Henry Ford Hospital 
would even later inspire works of art from vi-
sionaries like Diego Rivera. Beyond the posi-
tive impact Henry Ford Hospital has had on 
Michigan, it has also rendered invaluable serv-
ice to our country by serving as an army hos-
pital during World War II and caring for our 
soldiers upon their return. 

Henry Ford Health System and its partners 
have pioneered a broad range of medical 
knowledge, from bone research to kidney 
transplants to treatment of high blood pressure 
to robotic surgery. While innovation may be 
the driving force behind the success of the 
Henry Ford Health System, they have never 
lost focus of the top priority: people. In 2008, 
they launched the No Harm campaign which, 
over the course of the next three years, re-
duced surgical complications, decreased 
length of stay, and trimmed medical costs by 
10 million dollars. Their good stewardship is 
felt by over 89,000 patients a year in the five- 
county area, a number that is very impressive 
for a hospital system that started with 48 
beds. Henry Ford Health System’s commit-
ment to and investment in the Detroit metro-
politan communities are immeasurable. In 
2011, Henry Ford Health System was one of 
only 4 recipients to receive a Malcolm Baldrige 
National Quality Award, America’s highest 
honor for innovation and performance excel-
lence. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in honoring the 23,000 employees of 
Henry Ford Health System and congratulating 
them on their 100th anniversary and wish 
them many more years of success. 

f 

REGARDING THE NATIONAL 
GUARD AND RESERVISTS DEBT 
RELIEF EXTENSION ACT OF 2015 

HON. STEVE COHEN 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of the National Guard and Reservists 
Debt Relief Extension Act of 2015, which I in-
troduced earlier today with my colleagues 
JERROLD NADLER and DANA ROHRABACHER. 

This bipartisan legislation ensures that cer-
tain members of the National Guard and Re-
serves who fall on hard economic times after 
their service will continue to obtain bankruptcy 
relief without having to fill out the substantial 
paperwork required by the so-called ‘‘means 
test’’ under chapter 7 of the Bankruptcy Code. 

This bill simply extends the existing ‘‘means 
test’’ exception, which will expire at the end of 
the year if Congress fails to act. 

Under the means test, a Chapter 7 bank-
ruptcy case is presumed to be an abuse of the 
bankruptcy process if it appears that the debt-
or has income in excess of certain thresholds. 
The National Guard and Reservists Debt Re-
lief Act of 2008 created an exception to the 
means test’s presumption of abuse for mem-
bers of the National Guard and Reserves who, 
after September 11, 2001, served on active 
duty or in a homeland defense activity for at 
least 90 days. The exception remains avail-
able for 540 days after the servicemember 
leaves the military. 

The National Guard and Reservist Debt Re-
lief Extension Act of 2015 would simply extend 
the exception until December 2019. 

This bill is a meaningful way for our Nation 
to recognize the tremendous sacrifice made 
by National Guard and Reserve members who 
have served on active duty or homeland de-
fense since September 11, 2001 and may be 
suffering financial hardship. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

ACKNOWLEDGING TED BEATTIE 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to acknowledge a dear friend and an 
exceptional leader, Mr. Ted Beattie, as he re-
tires as President and CEO of Chicago’s 
Shedd Aquarium. Ted has very many notable 
achievements during his tenure at Shedd, 
from the $45 million Wild Reef exhibit that fea-
tures one of the largest and most diverse 
shark exhibits in North America; the renova-
tion of the aquarium’s popular Abbott Ocea-
narium marine mammal pavilion; and housing 
of eight amazing beluga whales. 

I have had been pleased that Ted opened 
the doors of Shedd to several of Chicago’s 
school groups to learn more about marine 
based sciences and get an in depth look into 
the vast exhibits to encourage our children to 
engage in science and biology based careers. 

Further, I have been told that Ted is an 
amazing golfer and as a high school golfer, 
played with Renee Powell against Legendary 
Boxer Joe Louis and Althea Gibson. While 
Ted has called Chicago home for many years, 
he is undoubtedly an extremely passionate 
and dedicated Ohio State graduate and fan (a 
rival of our Flagship University of Illinois). 

Ted is an active member of the American 
Zoo and Aquarium Association (AZA), and 
serves on several boards including the Amer-
ican Association of Museums, the Arts Club 
board of directors and is a member of the Chi-
cago Club, the Commercial Club of Chicago, 
Economic Club of Chicago, the Onwentsia 
Country Club and the Plantation Club in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL. 

I am hopeful that Ted continues his services 
to the greater arts community and his Alma 

Mata, the Ohio State University. I am certain 
that he will continue to enjoy the game of golf 
that he loves and will inspire those involved in 
marine sciences for many years to come. 
Transition to retirement can be fun, enjoyable 
and relaxing, so to Ted . . . 

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until 

we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO CURTIS AND BRENDA 
MEIER 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor and congratulate Curtis and Brenda 
Meier of Clarinda, Iowa, for receiving the Gary 
Wergin Good Farm Neighbor Award. The 
Wergin Good Farm Neighbor award is named 
for Gary Wergin, a long-time WHO Radio farm 
broadcaster who helped establish the award. 

The Wergin Good Farm Neighbor Award is 
made possible by the financial support of the 
Coalition to Support Iowa’s Farmers. The 
award recognizes farmers who contribute their 
time and talents to their community, including 
caring for the environment and being good 
neighbors. 

Curtis and Brenda are active in their com-
munity and their church. Curtis is a commis-
sioner with the Page County Soil and Water 
Conservation District and serves on the Coun-
ty Fair Board. The Meiers run their local diver-
sified farm with a number of their family mem-
bers, including their son, daughter, and their 
families. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Curtis and Brenda for earning this award. 
They are shining examples of how hard work 
and dedication can be a benefit to a whole 
community I ask that my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives join 
me in congratulating Curtis and Brenda for 
their accomplishments and in wishing them 
nothing but continued success. 

f 

RESTORATION TUESDAY 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to acknowledge Restoration Tues-
day, and the need to restore federal voter pro-
tections for vulnerable communities. Every 
Tuesday that Congress is in session shall be 
known as Restoration Tuesday, and I invite 
each of you to share constituent testimonials 
about modern-day barriers to voting. 

I am a proud daughter of Selma, Alabama 
where 50 years ago the brave Foot Soldiers of 
the Voting Rights Movement dared to chal-
lenge an unjust system that prohibited people 
of color from voting in the South. 

Unfortunately, Alabama has not yet fully 
learned the lessons of its painful past. We 
have witnessed a renewed assault on our sa-
cred right to vote in the wake of Shelby Coun-
ty versus Holder. In the aftermath of the Su-
preme Court’s decision, Alabama implemented 
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one of the most restrictive photo ID laws in the 
nation. Under this pernicious voter ID law, only 
a handful of photo IDs can be used at polling 
places. 

When the State of Alabama started requir-
ing a photo ID to vote, officials claimed it 
would reduce voter fraud. The reality is that 
voter fraud is rare—but the end results are 
that more than 250,000 Alabamians without a 
photo ID have been disenfranchised. Many of 
the disenfranchised are African-Americans, 
low-income individuals, senior citizens, and 
the disabled. 

This past October, Alabama lawmakers de-
cided to make this bad law even worse by re-
ducing services at 34 DMVs across the state. 
Driver’s licenses are the most popular form of 
ID used at the polls—and 8 out of the 10 
counties in Alabama that are impacted have 
the highest percentage of black registered vot-
ers in the state. How is this not discrimina-
tory? 

I fully support the federal lawsuit filed by the 
Greater Birmingham Ministries and the Ala-
bama NAACP, challenging the photo ID law in 
our state. I have repeatedly argued that Ala-
bama’s photo ID law is a renewed assault on 
voting rights. 

I also applaud the U.S. Department of 
Transportation’s decision to investigate the re-
duction of services at the 34 DMVs in question 
for a possible violation of Title VI of the 1964 
Civil Rights Act. Alabama cannot balance its 
budget on the backs of those who can least 
afford it, nor infringe upon the civil rights of mi-
norities by limiting access to the most popular 
form of identification used to vote. 

Voting is at the heart of our democracy. It’s 
our most fundamental right—and duty—as 
Americans. I am a proud Alabamian, so it dis-
appointments me that for every two steps Ala-
bama takes forward, we take one step back. 

Voting should be made easier—not hard-
er—so that no voices are excluded and that 
every citizen can cast their vote without any 
unnecessary or unwarranted barriers. 

Alabama recently reached a settlement with 
the Department of Justice to settle claims that 
the state did not fully comply with the National 
Voter Registration Act of 1993. An investiga-
tion by the Department of Justice found that 
Alabama had largely failed to provide opportu-
nities for Alabamians to register to vote when 
they applied for or renewed a driver’s license. 

Mr. Speaker, we have witnessed a number 
of attempts—not just in Alabama—but across 
the country to restrict the vote. I stand before 
you today to urge Congress to restore the 
vote. Representatives LINDA SÁNCHEZ, JUDY 
CHU and I introduced the Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act in June to stop the renewed 
assault on voting rights, and to restore 
preclearance for states like Alabama where 
new barriers to voting threaten to silence the 
most vulnerable voices in our electorate. 

We cannot take for granted the battles en-
dured by those who came before us, nor can 
we neglect our own responsibilities to ensure 
liberty and justice. The struggle continues, and 
each of us must do our part to further the 
cause of human and civil rights for all Ameri-
cans. 

We must restore the voices of the ex-
cluded—Congress must act today to restore 
the vote. 

IMPACT OF THE ARTS ON STU-
DENTS AT SAVOY ELEMENTARY 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise to call at-
tention to the remarkable impact of art on the 
educational performance of the students at 
Savoy Elementary, a public school in my dis-
trict. 

Savoy Elementary Anacostia, located here 
in the nation’s capital, is one of eight pilot 
schools of Turnaround Arts, a signature pro-
gram of the President’s Committee on the Arts 
and the Humanities. Turnaround Arts has had 
clear, life-changing impacts on the students of 
Savoy—attendance is up, discipline referrals 
are down, and the school has made double- 
digit gains in math and reading scores. 

The Savoy Players are a performing group 
at Savoy Elementary. Led by Carol Foster, a 
legendary arts leader in the national capital re-
gion, this group has been hugely successful. 
To be part of this group, students must exhibit 
maturity, grit, excellent attendance, and good 
grades. The professionalism, spirit, and mag-
netism of this group has catapulted them into 
the limelight. 

In addition to countless performances for 
their school community, they have had four 
performances at the White House, performed 
with Brian McKnight at the Warner Theater, 
and brought down the house at the Kennedy 
Center. But, most importantly, singing, dancing 
and performing has brought them the joy, 
meaning, and purpose that every child should 
experience. 

Mr. Speaker, in this holiday season, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating the 
clear benefit exposure to the arts has made 
for the children of Savoy Elementary, and 
hope that the new education legislation will 
bring similar opportunities to kids across the 
country. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE AVONTE’S 
LAW ACT OF 2015 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce a bill, the Avonte’s Law Act of 2015, 
which was inspired by the tragic cir-
cumstances surrounding the death of Avonte 
Oquendo of Queens, New York. Avonte was 
an autistic child who wandered away from his 
school. His lifeless body was not found for 
more than a month. ‘‘Wandering’’ is very com-
mon in children with autism and other disabil-
ities, and sometimes children who wander are 
non-verbal or cannot communicate well with 
others, leading to dangerous interactions with 
strangers or even law enforcement. 

This bill authorizes a new grant program 
within the United States Department of Justice 
to provide local law enforcement agencies with 
the resources to procure response tools and 
increase education and training for first re-
sponders, schools, and families with the goal 
of preventing situations like Avonte’s from 
happening again. 

The bill also requires the Attorney General 
to establish standards and best practices for 
the administration of any type of voluntary 
‘‘tracking’’ system used by law enforcement 
agencies that are awarded these funds. Track-
ing devices are one of the many ways we can 
help prevent another tragic situation like 
Avonte’s. 

Mr. Speaker, by taking a holistic approach 
to this issue, we can help children with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD) live safe and happy 
lives all around the country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE NODAWAY VAL-
LEY BOYS CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate the 
Nodaway Valley High School Boys Cross 
Country team for winning the Iowa Class 1A 
State Cross Country Championship. 

I would like to congratulate each member of 
the team: 

Runners: Nathan Venteicher, Shane 
Breheny, Heath Downing, Brayten Funke, Dal-
las Kraeger, Skyler Rawlings, and Brycen 
Wallace; 

Head Coach: Darrell Burmeister; and Assist-
ant Coaches: Dave Swanson, Phyllis 
Eshelman, and Alyse Dreher. 

Mr. Speaker, the success of this team and 
their coaches demonstrates the rewards of 
hard work, dedication, and perseverance. I am 
honored to represent them in the United 
States Congress. I ask that all of my col-
leagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating the team 
for competing in this rigorous competition and 
wishing them all nothing but continued suc-
cess. 

f 

LEGISLATION ALLOWING COMBAT 
VETERANS AN EXTENDED TIME 
TO FILE FOR REFUND 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, December 15, 2015 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, today I 
am introducing legislation that will allow mem-
bers of our military services to file their taxes 
long after they were due in order to provide an 
adequate window to claim refunds or credits 
that may have been owed. 

It has come to my attention that some mem-
bers of our armed forces, in their haste to re-
join civilian life, can occasionally let fall by the 
wayside tax returns—particularly those that 
may actually have a refund. While tax liability 
can follow a taxpayer forever—plus interest 
and penalties—taxpayers only have a couple 
years in which to claim a credit or a refund. 

This legislation widens the opportunity for a 
veteran to look back, realize a missed oppor-
tunity, and remedy the situation. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues to advance this 
solution. 
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