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ONLY OUTLAWS WILL HAVE GUNS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, on the very evening the Presi-
dent held a town hall calling for in-
creased gun control, Philadelphia Po-
lice Officer Jesse Hartnett was shot at
11 times. None of the President’s pro-
posals would have prevented the at-
tack.

More gun control will not stop crimi-
nals. The attack was carried out with a
stolen police pistol. It will not stop the
mentally ill. The shooter complained
of hearing voices. More gun control
will not stop terrorists. The attacker
shouted his support for ISIS.

To reduce shootings, we must enforce
current laws, reform mental health
laws, and defeat Islamic terrorists
overseas. They should update the age-
old bumper sticker from, “If guns are
outlawed, only outlaws will have guns’’
to, “If guns are outlawed, only outlaws
and terrorists will have guns.”

The only positive outcome of the
Philadelphia attack is to identify a
new American hero, Jesse Hartnett,
who demonstrated the extraordinary
professionalism of America’s law en-
forcement as recognized last Saturday
during National Law Enforcement Ap-
preciation Day.

In conclusion, God bless our troops,
and may the President, by his actions,
never forget September the 11th in the
global war on terrorism.

Releasing terrorists from Guanta-
namo will allow mass murderers to se-
cure guns to kill American families.

———————

THE PRESIDENT’S PROPOSALS ON
GUN VIOLENCE

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise with a sense of concern, of sadness,
and, also, of relief regarding the hei-
nous shooting of the Philadelphia po-
lice officer. I am grateful that he man-
aged to survive, that he is in the hos-
pital, and that he is healing. We wish
him and his family well and that he, as
well, will heal.

I think it is important to note that
we need to look at the rage of gun vio-
lence from a sensible and logical per-
spective. Yes, the President’s proposals
would have had an impact on this
crazed, allegedly ISIL-inspired indi-
vidual who had no direct contact with
ISIL, who had not been to the caliph-
ate to fight, and who, unfortunately,
had a previous criminal record.

How would the proposals do so?

First of all, it was a stolen gun. The
President has suggested there be 200
more ATF officers to enforce the law.
He has provided $500 million for mental
health resources, and this individual
suffered from that.
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In addition, he has provided for data
collection, for the FBI to redo and to
make more certain the inspection or
the review of someone who is trying to
get a gun.

Mr. Speaker, let’s look logically at
what the President has offered, and
let’s not get in the way. Let’s try to
help stem the tide of gun violence so
that our officers, as well, are not in the
line of fire.

——
WOMEN AIRFORCE SERVICE
PILOTS
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARDY). Under the Speaker’s an-

nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the

gentlewoman from Arizona (Ms.

MCSALLY) is recognized for 60 minutes

as the designee of the majority leader.
GENERAL LEAVE

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on the
subject of my Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Arizona?

There was no objection.

Ms. MCSALLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
talk about a very special group of
women who were mentors to me and
who were pioneering heroes of our
country. These women were the Women
Airforce Service Pilots, the WASPs.

Some people don’t know that much
about them, but here is a picture of
them as they flew airplanes in the
World War II era. When we needed ev-
erybody to serve in whatever capacity
one could in our country, they needed
women to step up and become pilots in
order to do all sorts of different mis-
sions, like towing targets for the gun-
ners on the ground to learn how to
shoot things down, like training men
to go on to fly in combat, like ferrying
airplanes all over the theaters to de-
liver them where they needed to be in
the combat zone and bringing them
back for maintenance. They were test
pilots and engineers. You name it.

These women were asked to step up
and serve. They went through training.
They put on the uniform. They lived in
the barracks. They learned how to
march. They were pioneers for women
like me, who later on served as avi-
ators in the military.

There are just a little over 1,000 of
these amazing women who served in
World War II. They weren’t given Ac-
tive-Duty status, although that was
the intent of General Arnold when they
set up this program.

If you think back then, the thought
of having women military pilots was a
little bit of a cultural hang-up. We will
let women be Rosie the Riveter, and we
will let women serve in support posi-
tions. But pilots? Now, that is kind of
crazy talk.

So they had a little bit of a problem
culturally, but they didn’t care. They
chose to serve anyway. They said, ‘I
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am going to step up and serve my coun-
try. I am going to do that as a pilot. I
am going to do this with honor and
with valor,” just like their male coun-
terparts did in these very same mis-
sions before them, alongside them, and
then after them.

Thirty-eight of them died in training
or in conducting missions. Thirty-eight
of them paid the ultimate sacrifice.
They weren’t even given veterans’ ben-
efits or any benefits after perishing in
the line of duty, but they still contin-
ued to serve because their country
needed them.

It was not until 1977 that they were
actually given veteran status after the
fact. They were then given honorable
discharges. They were given the medals
that their male counterparts got for
serving as Active Duty in the military.
They were allowed to be buried, with
honors, in veterans’ cemeteries across
the country and were given full mili-
tary honors, which they deserved.

They were actually allowed, as they
should be allowed, to be in Arlington
National Cemetery, alongside other he-
roes who have gone before them. Yet,
we just found out within the last few
weeks that that has been rescinded by
the Department of Army.

That happened quietly back in March
of 2015 to these heroes, who deserve to
be recognized and who deserve to be a
legacy in Arlington National Cemetery
so that future generations will know
what they did and will know of the
doors that they opened in the way that
they served. It was rescinded by the
Army.

We didn’t know about this until
Elaine Harmon, one of the WASPs,
passed away. I saw her handwritten
will when I me with her family last
week. It reads, ‘I desire to be in Ar-
lington National Cemetery. I want my
ashes there.”

Her family put in the request like ev-
erybody else does, and they were de-
nied. We now found out that the Army
has rescinded that and that it is no
longer allowing these pioneering
women to be laid to rest in Arlington.

Elaine Harmon’s ashes are sitting on
a shelf in a closet in her grand-
daughter’s home, awaiting her final
resting place in Arlington, which she
deserves. The Army gave us some bu-
reaucratic answer about, oh, they are
running out of space, and, by mistake,
they opened it up.

In 2002, they actually allowed women
to be in Arlington. Only two women
took advantage of this and asked to be,
in their own right, in Arlington. Then
the Army turned around and rescinded
it. Again, they gave some bureaucratic
answer.

They are on the wrong side of this.
We have looked into all of the legal-
ities. The Army has all of the authori-
ties that they need to allow these he-
roes to be laid to rest in Arlington, but
they are choosing not to do so.

We have introduced legislation. We
are going to make sure that it happens,
but we are calling on them to actually
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