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right now Senator CRUZ is holding up 
these nominees for reasons that are 
completely outside of the qualifica-
tions of the nominees. I can say this is 
not the way we should be conducting 
world business. 

I am focusing today on Norway. I will 
focus on Sweden in the future as I con-
tinue to give these speeches. I don’t 
think we can take these countries 
lightly just because it is cold there and 
darker in the winter. These are incred-
ibly important allies and trading part-
ners. They deserve to be treated like 
other European nations. They deserve 
to have an ambassador from the United 
States of America. 

It is time to end this delay and do 
the work the Senate is supposed to do. 
Let’s move ahead and work to confirm 
these qualified nominees to represent 
us abroad. One is a country in Europe 
that just bought 22 fighter planes from 
Lockheed Martin. If they had bought 22 
fighter planes from the Presiding Offi-
cer’s State, I believe the Presiding Offi-
cer would have looked at the fact that 
if it is a noncontroversial nominee to a 
country that invests in the United 
States of America, that is an ambas-
sador we need to get confirmed, and we 
would get this done. 

I ask my colleagues to work with 
Senator CRUZ. The hope is that given 
that we have seen no other opposition 
of any significance to these two nomi-
nees, we will be able to get this done. 
He has said to me personally that this 
is not about the qualifications of the 
nominees, it is simply other issues that 
I hope he can resolve within the Repub-
lican caucus and with us so we can 
move forward and so they are not held 
up any longer. Norway and Sweden de-
serve Ambassadors. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BOOZMAN). Under the previous order, 
the Senate will proceed to executive 
session to consider the following nomi-
nation, which the clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Luis Felipe 
Restrepo, of Pennsylvania, to be 
United States Circuit Judge for the 
Third Circuit. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 30 
minutes of debate equally divided in 
the usual form. 

The Senator from Pennsylvania. 
Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. President, I rise to 

speak on the upcoming confirmation 
vote of Judge Luis Felipe Restrepo to 
serve on the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Third Circuit. 

I wish to thank Chairman GRASSLEY 
and Ranking Member LEAHY for mov-
ing Judge Restrepo’s nomination 
through their committee. 

I also thank Leader MCCONNELL for 
scheduling this confirmation vote, 
which will take place in short order. 

I also wish to thank my colleague 
Senator CASEY. Senator CASEY and I 
have been working very closely for 5 
years now, since I joined the Senate, 
working to fill the vacancies that 
occur on the Federal bench across the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that 
we represent. With Judge Restrepo’s 
confirmation tonight, which I am hope-
ful and confident will occur, Senator 
CASEY and I will have been able to play 
a role in filling 16 vacancies on the 
Federal bench, including 14 district 
court vacancies that have occurred 
since the time I arrived in Senate and 
two Third Circuit court vacancies. 
There are only two States in the Union 
that have had more vacancies filled in 
the last 5 years, and those two States 
are California and New York. They are 
very large States, of course, and have a 
large number of vacancies. 

Again, I thank Senator CASEY for the 
very constructive working relationship 
we have developed to make sure that 
the people of Pennsylvania are able to 
access justice in a sensible and effi-
cient fashion. Because we have worked 
closely together, not only have we 
filled these vacancies, but we have 
filled courthouses—Federal court-
houses meant to house Federal 
judges—that have been vacant for 
years. As a result, Reading, PA, now 
has a Federal judge serving in that 
courthouse. People in the surrounding 
area of Williamsport, PA, had to drive 
great distances to get to a Federal 
court, and now there is a judge serving 
in Williamsport. Easton, PA—likewise, 
the people in North Hampton County 
who had to drive all the way to Phila-
delphia to have a case dealt with can 
now do that in Easton. I think, and I 
hope, we are close to filling an empty 
courthouse in Erie, PA. Erie is kind of 
by itself out there in the northwest 
corner of our great State, and there 
ought to be Federal judge in the Erie 
courthouse. We are well in the process 
of making sure that there will be, and 
I am sure it will come to a close soon. 

Back to Judge Restrepo. The fact is 
Judge Restrepo is very well qualified to 
serve on the Third Circuit. He has 
served as a Federal district court judge 
for the Eastern District of Pennsyl-
vania since June of 2013. I was very 
pleased, along with Senator CASEY, to 
have recommended Judge Restrepo to 
the White House for that post and to 
have supported his confirmation to the 
district court. 

In 2013, Judge Restrepo was con-
firmed unanimously on the Senate 
floor. I would love to see that occur 
again this evening with respect to his 
confirmation to the circuit court. Prior 
to his appointment as a district court 
judge, Judge Restrepo served for 7 
years as a Federal magistrate judge for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania, 
and for 13 years prior to that, Judge 
Restrepo was a partner in the law firm 
of Krasner and Restrepo, handling 
criminal defense cases. Before that, he 
worked at the public defenders’ office 
at the Federal and State levels. 

In many ways, Judge Restrepo’s life 
story is a classic American dream 
story. He was born in Medellin, Colom-
bia, and became a U.S. citizen in 1993. 
He has devoted a great deal of his time 
and energy and considerable intellect 
to serving his community. He served on 
the board of the Make-a-Wish Founda-
tion for Philadelphia and Susquehanna 
Valley. This is a foundation that 
grants wishes to children who have 
life-threatening illnesses. Judge 
Restrepo also gave his time to the Rus-
sell Byers Charter School in Philadel-
phia. 

I am very confident that Judge 
Restrepo has the judicial experience, 
legal acumen, intellect, integrity, and 
dedication to public service to do the 
job that we expect him to do on the 
Third Circuit Court of Appeals. The 
Senate Judiciary Committee appar-
ently shares my confidence, having 
passed his nomination out of com-
mittee with a voice vote. 

I am pleased to speak on behalf of 
this highly qualified nominee, and I 
urge all of my colleagues to support his 
confirmation. 

TRIBUTE TO OFFICER JESSE HARTNETT 
Mr. President, I wish to briefly ad-

dress one other item this evening be-
fore I yield the floor. I want to speak 
about the appalling shooting that oc-
curred in Philadelphia just last Thurs-
day evening when a shooter attempted 
to assassinate a police officer in the 
name of ISIS on the streets of Philadel-
phia. The shooter wasn’t counting on 
the amazing bravery of Philadelphia 
Police Officer Jesse Hartnett. 

It was late, about 11:30 at night on 
Thursday, and apparently a man waved 
down Jesse Hartnett as he was driving 
along in his police cruiser. Officer 
Hartnett stopped the cruiser. The man 
walked over as if to ask for directions, 
and instead, out of the blue, he started 
firing shots at pointblank range into 
the driver’s side window at Officer 
Hartnett. He kept walking up to the 
car. As he walked, he kept shooting. At 
one point he actually had his arm, with 
the gun, inside the window of the car 
and was still shooting. In total, the 
shooter fired 13 shots. 

Cameras that happened to be in that 
area captured the incident. It is abso-
lutely amazing that Officer Hartnett 
managed to survive. It is amazing. But 
he didn’t just survive. He jumped out of 
his patrol car. He had been hit three 
times and was very seriously injured. 
His arm was bleeding profusely. He got 
out of his car and chased down the 
shooter. He shot and wounded the 
would-be killer, and because of his he-
roic action while literally under fire, 
the shooter was apprehended. 

This is an amazing example of true 
grit, and the people of Pennsylvania 
couldn’t be more proud of Officer Hart-
nett. Our prayers are certainly with Of-
ficer Hartnett and his family. He has a 
very difficult recovery ahead of him. 
He has already had one surgery. My un-
derstanding is that he has undergone a 
second surgery today, or is in the proc-
ess of undergoing that surgery. The 
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