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was a technological feat in its day; NASA as-
tronauts used it for briefings. On March 23, 
1970, the museum displayed a moon rock 
brought back by the crew of Apollo 11. The 
rock drew over 4,200 visitors making it the 
museum’s largest single-day attendance to- 
date. Over the past 60 years, Orlando Science 
Center has achieved significant growth and 
continues to inspire learning. 

Today, Orlando Science Center hosts work-
shops to engage students in the Central Flor-
ida community. In partnership with Orlando 
Utilities Commission, Project AWESOME 
hosts STEM workshops for fifth grade stu-
dents in Central Florida. The in-classroom 
workshops, focusing on renewable resources 
and water conservation, immerse students in 
real-life scenarios. Since 2010, Project AWE-
SOME has reached 48,779 fifth graders. 
Sponsored by Siemens, Universal Studios, 
Bright House Networks and Northrop Grum-
man, Destination STEM is an 18-week pro-
gram for middle school students focusing on 
STEM disciplines and career paths. The 
Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!), a 
year-long program for middle and high school 
students, teaches them the tools and skills 
needed to start and manage their own busi-
ness. In partnership with Orlando, Inc., Or-
lando Science Center is the first and foremost 
science center in the nation to facilitate such 
a program. 

On behalf of the people of Central Florida, 
it is my pleasure to recognize and congratu-
late Orlando Science Center on this momen-
tous occasion. May their 60 years of dedica-
tion to inspire science learning in the class-
room and the community inspire many to fol-
low in their footsteps. 
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Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize a great American and fearless lead-
er of Marines—General John Kelly, who is re-
tiring this week after 42 years of honorable 
service to this nation. Few officers can claim 
General Kelly’s long list of accomplishments, 
but that’s just a part of what he’s known for. 
He’s also one of the savviest and most pro-
ficient officers among a very deep bench of 
leaders within the American military. And be-
cause of his talents and acumen, he’s also 
among the most respected. 

I really got to know General Kelly during my 
first Iraq deployment in 2003. He had a rep-
utation as someone who was willing to get his 
hands dirty, which isn’t always true of many 
officers at that level. Looking back at that de-
ployment, I am proud and honored to call 
General Kelly a mentor, and I am especially 
grateful that I was able to see up-close the 
value and significance of true leadership. 

General Kelly also has a way with words. 
He can honor or even memorialize Marines in 
one breath, and then motivate and inspire in 
the next. In fact, in one of his many inspira-
tional moments, General Kelly eulogized two 
Marines who died as a result of a suicide vehi-
cle. That speech, now known by the title ‘‘Six 
Seconds to Live,’’ is widely cited by Marines, 
military leaders and veterans alike, and exists 

as a testament to Marine combat ethos and 
dedication to duty. 

General Kelly also experienced an enor-
mous hardship of his own when his son, Ma-
rine First Lieutenant Robert Kelly, was killed in 
action in Sangin, Afghanistan. We know, Mr. 
Speaker, that there is no greater sacrifice a 
Marine and his or her family can make—and 
as a nation, we are forever grateful for such 
a sacrifice. Some people might have walked 
away from their military careers at that point, 
but not General Kelly, whose oldest son is 
also a Marine. The Kellys are a military fam-
ily—more importantly, they are Marine Corps 
family, and service to the nation is in the Kelly 
bloodline. General Kelly’s resolve and cour-
age, during the toughest of times, is a testa-
ment to his character, his strength and his 
commitment to his nation and his family. 

Mr. Speaker, the Marine Corps and the en-
tire nation benefited from General Kelly’s serv-
ice and his many contributions, from a com-
mander in Iraq to the head of U.S. Southern 
Command, where he’s closing out his career. 
He leaves behind him a trail that he blazed 
over 40-plus years—and I can tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, there will continue to be many Ma-
rines who will aspire to walk down that same 
path. He would have been a great Marine 
Corps commandant, and he could have 
served anywhere and done anything—without 
limits. But as his Marine Corps career ends, 
knowing General Kelly, he’ll be spending lots 
of quality time with friends and family—and it’s 
time that’s well deserved for his contributions 
as one of my generation’s top military leaders. 

To General Kelly, I say Semper Fi. Thank 
you, on behalf of this entire institution and the 
nation. We are grateful for your service. 
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