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with Senators permitted to
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——
TRIBUTE TO THOMAS BURR

Mr. HATCH. Madam President, today
I wish to honor and congratulate Mr.
Thomas Burr, the Salt Lake Tribune’s
Washington correspondent and newly
inaugurated president of the National
Press Club. Tommy has worked for the
Salt Lake Tribune for 14 years, includ-
ing 10 years as a correspondent here in
Washington. Utah is privileged to have
such a reputable journalist covering
our Nation’s capital.

In addition to his role as the
Tribune’s Washington correspondent,
Tommy has also served as the presi-
dent of the Regional Reporters Asso-
ciation and chairman of the Congres-
sional Standing Committee of Cor-
respondents. Moreover, he is one of the
youngest members ever to join the
Gridiron Club & Foundation.

Tommy is a native of Salina, UT, and
the son of Ann Burr and the late James
Burr. A graduate of Snow College and
Southern Utah TUniversity, Tommy
covered the Presidential campaigns of
Mitt Romney and Jon Huntsman and
was named the top regional reporter in
Washington for a record three times by
the National Press Club. He is the sec-
ond Utahn to hold the title of press
club president.

Founded in 1908, the National Press
Club bills itself as the ‘“World’s Lead-
ing Professional Organization for Jour-
nalists.” Since its inception, the orga-
nization has hosted monarchs, heads of
state, U.S. Presidents, and prominent
thought leaders such as Martin Luther
King and the Dalai Lama. As president,
Tommy will focus on building the press
club’s long-standing efforts to expand
press freedoms worldwide. He also in-
tends to boost membership and speak
out for journalists who face govern-
ment restraints.

I would like to take this opportunity
to recognize the achievements of
Tommy Burr and thank him for his
contributions to the great State of
Utah. On a personal note, I am grateful
for my friendship with Tommy and
look forward to many more stories to
come. I wish him the very best in his
new role as president of the National
Press Club.

speak

————

REMEMBERING DIANA TABLER
FORBES

Mr. MCcCAIN. Madam President,
today I wish to pay tribute to a dedi-
cated, long-time public servant, wife,
and mother, Diana Tabler Forbes.
Diana died peacefully at her home in
Alexandria, VA, on December 28, 2015,
after a courageous 3-year battle with
esophageal cancer.

Diana was a truly remarkable public
servant. For over three decades, she
served senior government leaders from
both the executive and legislative
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branches of government in the areas of
military health and personnel policy.

Throughout her career, Diana often
played a central role in responding to
both international crises and domestic
challenges. From 2004 until her retire-
ment in 2013, she served as the senior
professional staff member primarily re-
sponsible for oversight of the military
health system on the Senate Armed
Services Committee, serving me as
ranking member and previously Chair-
man John Warner. In that role, she
helped shape the legislative response to
improving care and services to wound-
ed, ill, and injured military service-
members following a series of Pulitzer
prize-winning Washington Post stories
on health care support provided at Wal-
ter Reed Army Medical Center. Addi-
tionally, Diana played an instrumental
role in developing legislation that es-
tablished TRICARE benefits for mili-
tary reservists and their families; pro-
vided community support for military
families with disabilities; expanded
combat casualty care research; and en-
sured access to healthcare services for
servicemembers suffering from behav-
ioral health conditions, like post-trau-
matic stress, and from traumatic brain
injury.

In 2001, Diana was the senior health
leader in the Pentagon on September
11. After relocating to other govern-
ment buildings following the attack on
the Pentagon, she oversaw the coordi-
nation of military medical support in
both Washington, DC, and New York
City.

Shortly after the U.S. invasion of
Iraq and the toppling of Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime, Diana volunteered to
serve in Iraq as a civilian in 2003, where
she played a key role in the reconstruc-
tion of health systems in Iraq while
serving as an adviser to the coalition
provisional authority with U.S. and co-
alition forces in Iraq.

During the 1990s, Diana served in ex-
ecutive positions within the Office of
the Assistant Secretary of Defense,
Health Affairs, and helped oversee and
implement many of the major compo-
nents of the military health system
now in place today, to include the es-
tablishment of TRICARE—the mili-
tary’s global health benefit that serves
9.5 million Americans today.

Following her retirement from Fed-
eral service, Diana continued to serve
others. She remained closely connected
with the Department of Defense, and
she supported military servicemembers
and families on the board of the Na-
tional Military Family Association.

Diana’s limitless energy and passion
for the well-being of servicemembers
and their families was legendary. She
ensured everyone in Congress remem-
bered who we served and why we served
them. She knew how to cut through
the bureaucracy and provide real solu-
tions for those in need.

I express my sympathy to her hus-
band, Ripley Forbes; her daughter,
Meredith, a schoolteacher in Alexan-
dria; and son, Jonathan, a junior at
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Virginia Commonwealth University. As
they mourn, they should know that
Diana’s legacy lives on in them and in
the many thousands of servicemembers
and their families that she selflessly
served.

————

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message from the President of the
United States was communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate a mes-
sage from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the Committee
on the Judiciary.

(The message received today is print-
ed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

———————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE
UNION DELIVERED TO A JOINT
SESSION OF CONGRESS ON JANU-
ARY 12, 2016—PM 36

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States which was ordered to lie on the
table:

To the Congress of the United States:

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Vice President,
Members of Congress, my fellow Amer-
icans:

Tonight marks the eighth year I've
come here to report on the State of the
Union. And for this final one, I'm going
to try to make it shorter. I know some
of you are antsy to get back to Iowa.

I also understand that because it’s an
election season, expectations for what
we’ll achieve this year are low. Still,
Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the construc-
tive approach you and the other lead-
ers took at the end of last year to pass
a budget and make tax cuts permanent
for working families. So I hope we can
work together this year on bipartisan
priorities like criminal justice reform,
and helping people who are battling
prescription drug abuse. We just might
surprise the cynics again.

But tonight, I want to go easy on the
traditional list of proposals for the
year ahead. Don’t worry, I’ve got plen-
ty, from helping students learn to
write computer code to personalizing
medical treatments for patients. And
I'll keep pushing for progress on the
work that still needs doing. Fixing a
broken immigration system. Pro-
tecting our kids from gun violence.
Equal pay for equal work, paid leave,
raising the minimum wage. All these
things still matter to hardworking
families; they are still the right thing
to do; and I will not let up until they
get done.
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