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and what lies beyond the current gen-
eration of reactors. 

Congress must find a way to help 
deal with the very real challenges that 
the current generation of nuclear reac-
tors face. Congress must also address 
the waste issue, and we must evaluate 
the safety and cost benefits of regula-
tions the government has placed on 
this industry. Many of the burdens on 
the nuclear industry are government 
created, and so they must be govern-
ment solved. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues on the Environ-
ment and Public Works Committee to 
do our part in providing sound solu-
tions. 

Congress needs to find a way to 
multitask. Again, we can’t ignore the 
challenges of the current fleet of reac-
tors, but we must not allow these chal-
lenges to keep us from looking forward. 
The nuclear industry in America is, for 
better or worse, completely controlled 
by the government. Congress must lead 
in preparing government agencies to 
move forward into the future and to 
prepare for the next generation of our 
nuclear reactors. If our government is 
not able to create an environment in 
which the industry can grow and ad-
vance, companies will take their tech-
nologies overseas. We have seen this 
begin to happen already. Companies 
are now going to places such as China, 
Russia, South Korea, and India. These 
countries want to develop exportable 
nuclear technology. If we continue 
down our current path, these countries 
will take the lead in establishing non-
proliferation norms and safety norms 
in the advanced nuclear industry. I 
would prefer that America continue to 
lead in this area. 

Today, Senators WHITEHOUSE, RISCH, 
BOOKER, HATCH, KIRK, DURBIN, and I in-
troduced the Nuclear Energy Innova-
tion Capabilities Act, or NEICA, as an 
amendment to the Energy Policy Mod-
ernization Act of 2016. This measure is 
the Senate companion to the House 
measure of the same name, introduced 
by Representatives RANDY WEBER, 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON, and LAMAR 
SMITH. I wish to thank my colleagues 
for their hard work on this measure. As 
my colleagues can tell from the list I 
gave, it is highly bipartisan. There is 
broad support for this legislation on 
both sides of the aisle and on both sides 
of the Rotunda. 

We are all very excited by this legis-
lation, and we all agree that innova-
tion within the nuclear industry must 
continue. America’s preeminence in all 
things nuclear must endure. 

The Senate version of NEICA would 
do four very important things to en-
courage innovation in advanced nu-
clear. 

No. 1, the bill directs the Department 
of Energy to carry out a modeling and 
simulation program that aids in the de-
velopment of new reactor technologies. 
This is an important first step that al-
lows the private sector to have access 
to the capabilities of our national labs 
to test reactor designs and concepts. 

No. 2, the measure also requires the 
DOE to report its plan to establish a 
user facility for a versatile reactor- 
based fast neutron source. This is a 
critical step that will allow private 
companies the ability to test the prin-
ciples of nuclear science and prove the 
science behind their work. 

No. 3, NEICA directs the Department 
of Energy to carry out a program to 
enable the testing and demonstration 
of reactor concepts proposed and fund-
ed by the private sector. This site is to 
be called the National Nuclear Innova-
tion Center and will function as a data-
base to store and share knowledge on 
nuclear science between Federal agen-
cies and the private sector. The Senate 
version of NEICA encourages the De-
partment of Energy and the Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission to work to-
gether in this effort. We would like to 
see the DOE lead the effort to establish 
and operate the National Nuclear Inno-
vation Center while consulting with 
the NRC regarding safety issues. We 
would also like to see the NRC have ac-
cess to the work being done by the cen-
ter in order to provide its staff with 
the knowledge it will need eventually 
to license any new reactors coming out 
of the center. If these reactors are ever 
to get to the market, the NRC must be 
able to understand the ins and outs of 
the science and work behind their de-
velopment. The NRC needs the data in 
order to make data-driven licensing re-
quirements. 

No. 4, the Senate version of the 
NEICA requires the NRC to report on 
its ability to license advanced reactors 
within 4 years of receiving an applica-
tion. The NRC must explain any insti-
tutional or organizational barriers it 
faces in moving forward with the 
prompt licensing of advanced reactors. 

As I said earlier, this bill is an impor-
tant step forward in maintaining the 
United States’ leadership in nuclear 
energy. It is my hope this bill will en-
able the private sector and our na-
tional labs to work together to create 
new mind-blowing achievements in nu-
clear science. This bill encourages the 
smartest, most innovative and creative 
minds in nuclear science to partner to-
gether to move the industry forward. 

The NEICA is an exciting piece of 
legislation. I look forward to working 
with my congressional colleagues to 
help the American nuclear energy in-
dustry thrive today and prepare for the 
future. 

Thank you, Mr. President, and I yield 
the floor. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nomination, which the 
clerk will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of John Michael 

Vazquez, of New Jersey, to be United 
States District Judge for the District 
of New Jersey. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 15 
minutes of debate equally divided in 
the usual form. 

The Senator from Montana. 
ENERGY POLICY MODERNIZATION BILL 

Mr. DAINES. Mr. President, the En-
ergy Policy Modernization Act of 2015 
is a crucial step forward in modern-
izing our country’s energy policy and 
public lands management for the first 
time in nearly a decade, and we are 
doing it in a strong, bipartisan fashion. 
Moreover, we are taking the necessary 
steps to secure our Nation’s energy fu-
ture, in turn increasing economic op-
portunity and protecting our Nation’s 
security needs. 

Here are a few important components 
of this bill that I would like to high-
light. 

No. 1, it permanently reauthorizes 
the Land and Water Conservation 
Fund. This is an important tool for in-
creasing public access to public lands 
and one of the country’s best conserva-
tion programs. 

No. 2, this bill also streamlines the 
permitting for the export of liquefied 
natural gas, allowing more American 
energy to power the world. 

Montana is the fifth largest producer 
of hydropower in the Nation, and we 
have 23 hydroelectric dams. This bill 
strengthens our Nation’s hydropower 
development by streamlining the per-
mitting process of new projects and fi-
nally defining hydropower as a renew-
able resource. Only Washington, DC, 
would not define hydropower as a re-
newable resource. This cleans that up 
by statute, allowing FERC to provide 
more time to construct new hydro-
electric facilities on existing dams. It 
also extends construction licenses for 
Gibson Dam and Clark Canyon Dam, 
two projects critical to tax revenue and 
jobs for communities in Montana. 

This energy bill establishes a pilot 
project to streamline drilling permits 
if less than 25 percent of the minerals 
within the spacing unit are federal 
minerals. The provision, sponsored by 
my good friend the senior Senator from 
North Dakota, Mr. HOEVEN, is of par-
ticular importance to Montana, given 
the patchwork of land and mineral 
ownership in the Bakken. 

It also improves the Federal permit-
ting of critical and strategic mineral 
production, which supports thousands 
of good-paying Montana jobs and hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in tax reve-
nues for our State to support our infra-
structure, our schools, and our teach-
ers. Metal and nonmetal mining has 
created more than 8,500 good-paying 
Montana jobs. In fact, mining helps 
support more than 19,000 jobs in total 
across Montana. Metal mining in Mon-
tana has contributed $403 million in 
taxes, and nonmetal mining produces 
$128 million every year. This includes 
$288 million of State and local taxes. 

Finally, the Energy Policy Mod-
ernization Act of 2015 modernizes and 
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