
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H541 February 3, 2016 
Power Electric Cooperative after 42 
years of providing energy to commu-
nities from San Diego to south central 
Missouri. 

Mr. Fulks has been an outspoken 
leader for reliable and affordable 
sources of energy for the people of the 
Fourth District. Serving on the 
NRECA Transmission Task Force, the 
Southwest Power Pool Engineering & 
Operations Committee, the Executive 
Committee of the Southeastern Elec-
tric Reliability Council, and several 
other councils and committees, Mr. 
Fulks has been pivotal in enacting pro-
grams that are cost-effective and inno-
vative, which have greatly benefited 
members and co-op employees. 

Under Mr. Fulks’ leadership, Sho-Me 
Power has continued the legacy of pro-
gressively meeting the growing needs 
of Missourians and in providing whole-
sale power to nine distribution co-
operatives. Increasing his impact on 
the region, he has helped start and op-
erate Sho-Me Technologies, which 
makes available an extensive network 
of fiber-optic communications to mem-
bers, many of whom are without other 
forms of Internet access. 

Thank you, once again, Gary, for 
your devotion and work for the benefit 
of the Fourth District. You are an ex-
ample of the leadership that this Na-
tion needs. I anticipate hearing of your 
new chapter in life and know it will 
benefit not only Missouri, but our Na-
tion. 
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EXECUTIVE WAIVES NEW VISA 
WAIVER RESTRICTIONS 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the Constitution is clear: Congress 
shall make the law, the judiciary inter-
prets the law, and the executive en-
forces the law. 

The President, however, seems to 
think he can make and interpret the 
law. 

Last year, Congress passed the Visa 
Waiver Improvement and Terrorist 
Travel Prevention Act. It requires for-
eign nationals from certain countries 
to obtain a visa before they come to 
the United States. Now the administra-
tion has decided to waive this new re-
quirement. The President plans to 
allow dual citizens and people who 
have traveled to places like Syria, the 
Sudan, Iraq, and Iran to waltz back 
into the United States without a visa. 

The Department of Homeland Secu-
rity estimates that 5,000 Westerners 
have made the journey to Iraq and 
Syria to fight with militant groups 
like ISIS. Allowing this new executive 
edict will only weaken U.S. national 
security. 

The Founders implemented the sepa-
ration of powers to protect the people 
from an all-powerful—omnipotent— 
government. The administration’s ex-
ecutive overreach violates the Con-

stitution and puts Americans and our 
security at risk. 

And that is just the way it is. 
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CONGRESSIONAL PROGRESSIVE 
CAUCUS: THE FLINT, MICHIGAN, 
WATER CRISIS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
MIMI WALTERS of California). Under the 
Speaker’s announced policy of January 
6, 2015, the gentlewoman from New Jer-
sey (Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam 

Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
subject of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. WATSON COLEMAN. Madam 

Speaker, the city of Flint, Michigan, 
has been hit by a crisis of massive pro-
portion. Its impact on the long-term 
health and future success of its resi-
dents remains unclear. 

The fact I find most disturbing is 
that it is a completely manmade crisis. 
It grew out of the same kind of stub-
born faith in austerity measures that 
has handicapped our ability to govern 
for years. It grew out of a failure to 
protect the Flint River from environ-
mental damage. It grew out of both a 
failure to invest in Flint’s crumbling 
infrastructure and in the willful dis-
regard for the people of that city, a 
city in which more than 40 percent of 
the residents live below the poverty 
line and in which the majority of fami-
lies are African American. 

My colleagues and I are here on the 
floor this evening to urge every Mem-
ber of this body to understand one 
thing: If we fail to acknowledge the 
issues that led to the Flint water cri-
sis, we will see similar and equally dev-
astating events in more and more cit-
ies across the country. 

We need to recognize that tunnel vi-
sion for deficit reduction creates more 
problems than it solves. The emer-
gency manager appointed by Governor 
Snyder instituted a plan to run Flint 
like a business in order to bring it back 
from the brink of death. In the process, 
he sought out the least expensive op-
tions for basic needs, like water. In 
doing so, he decided to pull from the 
corrosive and contaminated Flint 
River without ensuring the treatment 
protocol necessary to ensure the water 
was clean. We now know that, although 
the Flint River is in poor shape, a little 
additional spending could have pre-
vented this crisis. Instead, Flint went 
the bare bones route, leaving a genera-
tion of residents to suffer the perma-
nent consequences. 

Madam Speaker, Congress has, once 
more, been so focused on reducing the 
deficit that we have lost sight of our 

responsibility to govern. Only a few 
months ago did we finally abandon the 
absurd policy of sequestration, which 
has hampered the functioning of count-
less programs over the past several 
years. The benefits of austerity and 
small government are questionable at 
best. Flint has proven that, and we 
would all be wise to remember it. 

Unfortunately, that is not the only 
lesson that we can take away from this 
crisis. This Congress has made under-
mining environmental and energy reg-
ulations one of its core missions. In the 
first 100 days of the 114th Congress, it 
voted on more environmental and en-
ergy issues than on any other topic, 
and not a single one was aimed at pro-
tecting resources, like the Flint River, 
from the kind of contamination that 
allowed its water to corrode lead pipes. 
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If reducing the deficit has been the 
first priority for my colleagues on the 
other side of the aisle, allowing cor-
porations and big businesses to take 
whatever liberties with our environ-
ment they choose has to be a close sec-
ond. 

Under the majority of this House, our 
babies would choke on smog before we 
limit the amount of pollution a single 
smokestack can spew out. Our streams 
and rivers would poison even the fish 
swimming in them before we would set 
restrictions on where these companies 
can dump their chemical byproducts. 
Our forests and farmlands would turn 
barren before we would question the 
long-term impact of fracking. 

It took years to turn the Flint River 
into the downright dangerous water 
source that has caused so many prob-
lems. But for other rivers, lakes, or 
streams, there may still be time to re-
pair or prevent the damage that we 
have done. Flint should move us to 
strengthen, not weaken, our environ-
mental protections. 

Madam Speaker, there is one more 
lesson to learn here, and it is perhaps 
the most important. The infrastructure 
in Flint, like in so many other cities, is 
outdated, and no one at the local, 
State or Federal level seems willing or 
capable of making the necessary in-
vestments. 

Today in our Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform Committee hearing, one 
of the topics of concern was that, even 
if individual homes had replaced their 
old lead pipes, the city’s pipes would 
still have caused a major problem. 
Madam Speaker, that is a matter of in-
frastructure at the most basic level. 

In my home State of New Jersey, we 
spent more than a decade leading the 
way in the battle against lead poi-
soning. But with the onset of Governor 
Christie’s administration, all these ad-
vances have also come to an abrupt 
halt there. 

There are now 11 cities with levels of 
lead higher than what has been re-
ported in Flint right in my State of 
New Jersey. This contamination from 
lead comes from paint instead of water. 
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