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9/11 MEMORIAL ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of The National 9/11 Memorial at the 
World Trade Center Act. This legislation would 
designate the site of the 9/11 Memorial at the 
World Trade Center as a national memorial— 
providing it the national recognition and sup-
port it deserves as a lasting symbol of the 
lives we lost and the resilience with which our 
nation came together and pledged to emerge 
stronger in search of a more peaceful world. 

Like many New Yorkers, I know and have 
felt firsthand the lasting impacts of September 
11, 2001. Among the almost 3,000 lives we 
lost that day was that of my cousin, John 
Moran, a second-generation firefighter and 
FDNY Battalion Chief. Not a day goes by that 
I don’t think of my cousin and of the thou-
sands of family members and loved ones we 
lost that day. But I also bear in mind each day 
the vow we made as a nation to never forget 
what happened and to protect the spirit of ca-
maraderie that emerged from the attacks. 

The 9/11 Memorial serves as a place where 
we can remember and honor the brave lives 
we lost, as well as that spirit of unity and over-
coming with which we moved forward as a na-
tion. Because of the place the events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001 hold in our collective national 
history, the federal government should play a 
role in preserving this space and keeping what 
it represents at the forefront of our collective 
memory. By recognizing the 9/11 Memorial at 
the World Trade Center as a national memo-
rial, federal resources will be available to en-
sure the maintenance, security and accessi-
bility of this site so that all people will have the 
opportunity to remember and honor our he-
roes. It is our duty to ensure that this sacred 
site and tribute receives the national upkeep 
and recognition it deserves. 

September 11th changed our lives as indi-
viduals and as Americans. We must actively 
seek to remind our nation of the resolution 
and sacrifice of the survivors, the victims, their 
families, and of our first responders. And we 
must also enshrine the courage and strength 
with which we stood up to hatred. Acting in a 
bipartisan manner to designate the 9/11 Me-
morial as a national memorial is an important 
step in this direction. 

f 

STANDING TOGETHER 

HON. E. SCOTT RIGELL 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. RIGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
submit a statement on behalf of my con-
stituent, Rabbi Dr. Israel Zoberman. Rabbi 

Zoberman is the Founding Rabbi of Congrega-
tion Beth Chaverim in Virginia Beach, Virginia. 
Rabbi Zoberman asked me to submit the fol-
lowing remarks: 

Our one God of life’s precious blessings in 
a precarious world who created us to be one 
family, gloriously diverse and gratefully 
united, so movingly manifest in our beloved 
Hampton Roads and in this our Standing To-
gether for our sake as well as Heaven’s. 

I am proudly holding my Jewish people’s 
most sacred possession, the Torah Scroll. 
This one from Brno, Czech Republic, has ac-
quired an added dimension of the sacred. A 
survivor of the Shoah, Holocaust, number 526 
of the Czech Memorial Scrolls, it lost its 
original congregation and community in the 
Kingdom of the Night. Hatred of the ‘‘other’’ 
consumed eleven million innocent lives of 
Jews and Gentiles. The towering Torah’s 
teachings of loving-kindness, is the very 
foundation of the three great monotheistic 
religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. 
Joined by the three great Eastern religions 
they have served as humanity’s conscience 
and civilization’s journey forward. 

We are taught in the Torah’s inerasable 
lessons begrudged by humanity’s enemies, 
burning the Torah and its people that each 
human being is equally though uniquely cre-
ated in the Divine image, that we should 
love our neighbors as we love ourselves. We 
are reminded time and again that we, who 
were rejected and enslaved in Pharaoh’s 
Egypt, ought to embrace the stranger, name-
ly the ‘‘other’’ and the refugee, as members 
of God’s family and our own. 

The Exodus’ soaring saga of liberation up-
lifted Dr. King—whose celebration we just 
observed—to remind America to live up to 
the Pilgrims’ vision of fleeing refugees, 
walking in the shoes of the Biblical 
Israelites while yearning for a new land free 
from the persecution of the ‘‘other.’’ Free-
dom of and from religion has allowed Amer-
ica to flourish like no other nation, immeas-
urably benefitting from the greatest human 
diversity anywhere. Diversity is divine. 

We must remember the Jewish refugees, 
including so many children, fleeing Nazism, 
who were denied entry to these promising 
shores. In 1939, the SS St. Louis ship, with 
its desperate human cargo from Hamburg, 
Germany, was tragically turned away. I ad-
dress you from the midst of the children in 
Europe’s Displaced Persons Camps following 
World War II and the Holocaust. There I 
spent my formative early childhood, there 
my family along with a multitude of up-
rooted survivors and homeless refugees on 
the run, gradually learned to believe again in 
human goodness and renew our trust in God 
after such heavy genocidal losses. 

Today’s refugees too are knocking on the 
door of ‘‘the land of the free and the home of 
the brave.’’ The Syrian ones, the most vul-
nerable, are heroically escaping their geno-
cidal regime. They too are in displaced per-
sons camps with their children’s bodies 
washed ashore on European beaches. How 
can we remain silent? Those allowed to enter 
following a most careful vetting process, will 
become along with their progeny, patriotic 
and tax-paying Americans. Steve Jobs’ bio-
logical father was a Syrian immigrant. Refu-
gees and immigrants keep alive the Amer-
ican dream for us all, ensuring that America 
may ever be a blessing. 

We reassure our dear Muslim neighbors, 
colleagues, and friends, which we unre-
servedly appreciate their indispensable con-
tributions without which we would be dimin-
ished. Barbaric ISIS targets them too and 
they fight it with fellow Americans. We all 
stand together in the ark of survival with a 
shared future and fate. Indeed, we mutually 
and joyfully are our sisters and brothers’ 
keepers. We cannot be separated. Let us be 
mindful of the danger of poisonous dema-
goguery to our enviable American democ-
racy and inclusive way of life, as well as to 
our ethical standing. Words and lives do 
matter. Words and lives are inextricably 
connected. 

Let us reaffirm in this grand gathering the 
infinite value of each and every one of us. 
Both our differences and commonalities are 
precious to our common Creator. They 
should be the same for us. Finally, let us 
pledge to never ever abandon our deepest 
mooring and most sacred proposition that 
God’s divinity and human dignity are indi-
visible. Shalom, Salaam, Peace. 

f 

HONORING CARNEY CAMPION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize Carney Campion, who passed away in 
San Rafael, California, in December of last 
year. An executive with the Golden Gate 
Bridge Highway and Transportation District for 
over two decades, Mr. Campion was a de-
voted civil servant, a respected and accessible 
manager, and an ardent advocate for improv-
ing public transit. 

A lifelong Californian, Mr. Campion was 
born in Santa Rosa in 1928, and graduated 
from UC Berkeley in 1950 with a degree in 
Personnel and Public Administration. He held 
management roles with the Redwood Region 
Conservation Council and the Redwood Em-
pire Association before joining the Golden 
Gate Bridge District. In 1998, at the age of 70, 
he retired from his general manager role, a 
position he held for 15 years. Following his re-
tirement, he remained active throughout Marin 
County, including with the Marin County Cul-
tural Services Commission and the Marin 
County Fair. 

Mr. Campion was a measured leader navi-
gating an often chaotic environment. During 
his tenure, he oversaw expansion in ferry, bus 
and rail services, labor negotiations, a seismic 
retrofit of the Golden Gate Bridge, and other 
transportation modernization efforts. He is re-
membered by staff as a genuine, thoughtful 
leader dedicated to improving services for 
residents and visitors across the Bay Area. 

Mr. Campion’s leadership has impacted 
countless lives throughout our region, with ef-
fects that can still be felt today, more than 15 
years after his retirement. It is therefore appro-
priate that we pay tribute to Mr. Campion 
today and express our deepest condolences 
to his surviving wife, Kathryn, six children, 21 
grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren. 
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CONGRATULATING DAN FOUST, 

SR. FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Dan 
Foust, Sr. He is receiving the 2015 Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Cultural 
category from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Foust has been a lifelong dedicated vol-
unteer in the community. His membership with 
the St. Charles Lions Club started over twen-
ty-seven years ago. During his time as a 
member he was instrumental in establishing 
and completing the McNair Park Braille Trail. 
In 2001, Mr. Foust, branched off from the St. 
Charles Lions club and chartered the First 
Capitol Lions club. From his many years of 
service during his time as a Lions member, 
Mr. Foust has received the highest honor a 
Lions member can—the Melvin Jones Fellow-
ship award. 

The German Chapter of the St. Charles Sis-
ter Cities has benefited from Mr. Foust’s mem-
bership for over twenty years. His fundraising 
efforts have allowed the St. Charles Sister Cit-
ies to expand the number of student ex-
changes from two students to four. This club 
allows students from Germany and Ireland to 
experience life in the St. Charles area. 
Through this program students are able to fos-
ter mutual understanding, friendship, and 
goodwill through cultural, social, business, and 
educational exchanges. 

In 2011, Mr. Foust started his Chairmanship 
position of the St. Charles Oktoberfest Fes-
tival. Under his leadership, this event has 
grown to over 100,000 attendees annually. 
This festival brings in funds to various groups 
in the area: First Capitol Lions Club, St. Peters 
Lions Club, Lake St. Louis Lions Club, 
Jonesburg Lions Club, Sister Cities of St. 
Charles, the St. Charles Jaycees, and many 
more groups. 

Other areas that Mr. Foust has served in-
clude: a twenty-five year membership with the 
St. Charles Parks Foundation, a twenty year 
membership with the St. Charles Raccoon 
Conservation Club, and serving in local gov-
ernment for sixteen years. He also served as 
a former director of the St. Charles County 
Municipal League. 

Mr. Foust enjoys time with his wife of thirty- 
six years, Carla and his four children—Carrie, 
Dan Jr., Justin, and Jason. His world is made 
brighter by his 16 grandchildren and will wel-
come his first great-grandchild in June of this 
year. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Dan 
Foust, Sr. on this Lifetime Distinguished Serv-
ice Award in the Cultural category from the 
Greater St. Charles County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

CONGRATULATING JOSHUA 
GILMER ON HIS ACCEPTANCE TO 
THE U.S. DEPARTMENT OF 
STATE’S CRITICAL LANGUAGE 
SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 2015 SUM-
MER PROGRAM 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate University of Missouri student Joshua 
Gilmer on his acceptance to, and completion 
of, the U.S. Department of State’s Critical Lan-
guage Scholarship award (CLS) 2015 summer 
program. 

Joshua, a graduate of Nixa High School in 
Nixa, Missouri, was one of just 550 out of 
about 5,500 applicants to be selected to re-
ceive admittance to the CLS program this 
year. This scholarship is a prestigious award, 
which offers a fully immersive language expe-
rience and cultural exchange to 13 countries 
around the world. The program is aimed at 
training the next generation of U.S. Citizens to 
gain an enriched cultural knowledge of other 
countries and to be well equipped for careers 
in diplomacy, international business, and other 
globalized industries. 

Through the program, Joshua completed an 
Intermediate Russian language course in 
Vladimir, Russia. His time overseas was spent 
fostering not only his language skills, but his 
knowledge of and ability to relate to Russian 
culture. In the rapidly globalizing world, a cul-
tural understanding of other countries is a key 
to continued American success in foreign af-
fairs. 

Mr. Speaker, Joshua Gilmer is now well- 
equipped with this new knowledge to broaden 
the horizons of his peers here in the U.S. I am 
proud to know that young people like Joshua 
from Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District 
will one day help guide America’s global eco-
nomic interests, and urge my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him on this achieve-
ment. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,000,235,912,585.65. We’ve 
added $8,373,358,863,672.57 to our debt in 7 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GENE GREEN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to state that I was unable to vote 
on Tuesday, February 9, 2016 due to commu-
nity events held that evening in our district in 
Houston and Harris County, Texas. 

If I had the opportunity to vote, I would have 
voted ‘‘Yea’’ on H.R. 3036, legislation to des-
ignate the National September 11 Memorial lo-
cated at the World Trade Center in New York 
City, New York, as a national memorial. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DON BOSCHERT, 
JR. FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. Don 
Boschert, Jr. He is receiving the 2015 Citizen 
of the Year Award from the Greater St. 
Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Boschert has called St. Charles County 
home his entire life. Since 1978, he has been 
an Investment Representative with Edward 
Jones in St. Charles. 

During Mr. Boschert’s time with Edward 
Jones, he has been recognized as a leader 
and was therefore named Regional Leader of 
St. Charles and Lincoln Counties from 1998 
through 2004, and from 2001 through 2004, 
he served as a General Partner. Under his 
leadership, Edward Jones was able to expand 
from 19 branch offices to 50 branch offices. 
Mr. Boschert currently serves as a limited 
Partner for Edward Jones along with working 
with his son, Greg, in the heart of St. Charles. 

The commitment that Mr. Boschert shows to 
the projects and programs of the chamber 
continue to make the organization stronger. In 
1991, he served as President of the St. 
Charles Chamber of Commerce and also 
served as Chairman of the St. Charles County 
Convention Center and Sports Facilities for 3 
years. In addition to those office positions, 
Don has served as President of the St. 
Charles Rotary, St. Peters Rotary, and United 
Services. He has held board positions with 
Crime Stoppers and the Academy of the Sa-
cred Heart Golf Outing Committee. 

His volunteering spirit also positively affects 
the Boys & Girls Club of St. Charles and the 
Child Welfare Allocation Panel for the United 
Way where he has served as a board mem-
ber. The River City Rascals benefited from his 
leadership where he was a Limited Partner 
from 1997–2006. 

For 33 years, Don and his wife, Jennie, 
have enjoyed life together in the St. Charles 
area. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. Don 
Boschert, Jr. on this 2015 Citizen of the Year 
award from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 
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CONGRATULATING ZACH MOORE 

ON HIS SELECTION TO THE HIGH 
SCHOOL HONORS PERFORMANCE 
SERIES 

HON. BILLY LONG 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Zach Moore, a senior trombone play-
er at Glendale High School in Springfield, Mis-
souri, on being selected to perform in the High 
School Honors Performance Series at Car-
negie Hall in New York City. 

Starting in 2009, The High School Honors 
Performance Series was established to show-
case the most talented high school performers 
in the country. To be considered for inclusion 
in this series, Moore underwent a competitive 
application process which required a written 
recommendation from an instructor and his 
submitting an audition tape. The various dif-
ferent ensembles on display at the series are 
conducted by renowned conductors, who will 
challenge Zach to perform to the best of his 
abilities. 

Zach has assembled a truly admirable body 
of work playing the trombone, earning a Bass 
Trombone slot in the All-State Orchestra this 
year as well as first chair trombone honors in 
the All-District Honor Band. He has played 
with the U.S. Army All-American Marching 
Band at the halftime show of the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl, a testament to his ability to 
perform at a high level in front of a large audi-
ence. Zach has been described as an incred-
ibly hard worker who is both dedicated to his 
art and exceptionally talented. 

Mr. Speaker, Zach Moore deserves our con-
gratulations on his selection to the High 
School Honors Performance Series. I urge my 
colleagues to join me in extending congratula-
tions to Zach on his achievements, which 
make him an example of the outstanding tal-
ent Missouri’s Seventh Congressional District 
has to offer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MS. NICOLE 
STEINER 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Nicole Steiner for being selected 
as one of Colorado’s top two youth volunteers 
in the 21st Annual National Awards Program 
by The Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards. She was selected for this honor be-
cause of her exceptional acts of volunteerism. 

Ms. Steiner is a senior at Legend High 
School in Parker, Colorado. To date, she has 
raised over $40,000 worth of games, puzzles, 
and books for a variety of organizations and 
individuals. In 2014 she founded ‘‘A Game for 
You’’, which collects games, puzzles, and 
books that are donated to various organiza-
tions. Over 5,500 individuals have received a 
gift because of her efforts. It is the ingenuity 
and hard work Ms. Steiner embodies daily that 
makes America exceptional. She has shown 
true leadership in her community. 

As the recipient of this award, Ms. Steiner 
will receive a $1,000 stipend, engraved medal-

lions, and a trip to Washington, D.C. On be-
half of the 4th Congressional District of Colo-
rado, I extend my best wishes to Ms. Steiner. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Ms. 
Nicole Steiner for her accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF ST. MARY’S 
SCHOOL 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I want to take this 
opportunity to recognize St. Mary’s School in 
Lee, Massachusetts on their 130th anniver-
sary. Since its inception, the hard work of the 
teachers and students has made St. Mary’s 
School a model of success in the region. 

In the mid-1880s, Jane Sedgwick, a mem-
ber of a wealthy family in Stockbridge, Massa-
chusetts, wanted to open a parochial school in 
Western Massachusetts after a massive influx 
of Irish immigrants into the area. After 25 
years of work and determination, Pope Leo 
XIII finally gave Jane his personal blessing to 
building the school that would be affiliated with 
St. Mary’s Church in Lee. Five years later, the 
school was built and they welcomed nuns 
from St. Joseph’s of Chambery, France to 
teach students grades 1 through 8. 

For 72 years, the old school located on 
Academy Street served the parish of St. 
Mary’s until a boom in the population of Lee 
following World War II. The pastor at St. 
Mary’s Church at the time, Father Jeremiah 
Murphy, labored tirelessly to get the funds 
needed to ensure they could build a big 
enough building for all the students. In 1957, 
all of Father Murphy’s dreams came together 
and a new school was constructed just up the 
road from where the old school stood. Since 
then, the current building has added new 
wings to the building to accommodate a library 
and computer labs to better educate their stu-
dents. Today, St. Mary’s School has all the 
new forms of technology to help a new gen-
eration of students get excited about learning. 

Mr. Speaker, for the past 130 years, St. 
Mary’s School’s curriculum may have 
changed, but their ideals and their high edu-
cational standards have always remained the 
same. With small class sizes, teachers are 
able to give important individual attention to 
ensure every student can excel. The school’s 
motto, ‘‘Education with a Plus,’’ speaks vol-
umes to their dedication to math and the 
sciences, as well as the moral teachings that 
comes along with a Catholic education. I want 
to commend all the teachers and staff of St. 
Mary’s School on all the success they have 
had over the past century in shaping the 
young minds of Berkshire County. I wish them 
all the best with their future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATING DONNA 
GASTREICH FOR HER LIFETIME 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Ms. 

Donna Gastreich. She is receiving the 2015 
Chamber Champion Award from the Greater 
St. Charles County Chamber of Commerce. 

Ms. Gastreich is a pivotal part of the cham-
ber by the way she passionately serves the 
community. In the past several years, Ms. 
Gastreich has worked with various commit-
tees: Tech Communications and the Ambas-
sadors. She is also involved with the annual 
Golf Tournament. 

Her commitment to planning Santa’s North 
Pole Dash, the annual 5K run, is evident from 
her willingness to visit the businesses on Main 
Street that will be affected by the race. Once 
Ms. Gastreich has gathered the necessary in-
formation, she reports to staff so appropriate 
modifications can be made for the race day. 
Ms. Gastreich is a positive voice for the cham-
ber and the programs they provide. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Ms. 
Donna Gastreich on this 2015 Chamber 
Champion Award from the Greater St. Charles 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

f 

HONORING STEVE WATSON AS THE 
2015 KRAFT HEINZ HERO 

HON. J. RANDY FORBES 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. FORBES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Steve Watson of Suffolk, Virginia. 
For the past five years, Steve—a 31-year em-
ployee of the Planter’s peanut plant in Suf-
folk—and his wife Patricia have selflessly led 
an effort to help ensure nearly 100 local stu-
dents have the supplies they need for the 
school year ahead. Annually, Steve and Patri-
cia hold a back-to-school cookout that in-
cludes donating backpacks filled with school 
supplies for children in their neighborhood. 

On Thursday, February 11, 2016, Steve will 
be recognized as the 2015 Kraft Heinz Hero, 
an award which is given to the Kraft Heinz 
employee who demonstrates upstanding val-
ues and community excellence. Over 40,000 
employees worldwide were eligible to be nomi-
nated for this award, and I am proud to recog-
nize Steve for receiving this prestigious honor. 

Steve Watson is a beloved pillar in the Suf-
folk community. When he is not manning the 
Bar-b-que, Steve can be found cooking and 
serving meals at his church for those in need, 
assisting the elderly with maintenance and 
home repairs and donating his time and 
money to wherever community help is needed. 

I salute Steve and Patricia for their efforts to 
give back to the students and families of Suf-
folk and commend Steve on receiving this tre-
mendous award. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PETER PELLETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Peter 
Pellett of Atlantic, Iowa for achieving the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Peter is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 366, Omaha, Nebraska and the 
Soaring Eagle District of the Mid-America 
Council. 
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The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 

advancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the past century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Peter’s Eagle Project was re-
habilitating the infield for the Benson Little 
League Park in Omaha, Nebraska. The work 
ethic Peter has shown in his Eagle Project 
and every other project leading up to his 
Eagle Scout rank speaks volumes of his com-
mitment to serving a cause greater than him-
self and assisting his community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Peter in the United States Con-
gress. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking, and in wishing him nothing but 
continued success in his future education and 
career. 

f 

CONGRATULATING MERLE SCHNEI-
DER FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. 
Merle Schneider. He is receiving the Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Humani-
tarian category from the Greater St. Charles 
County Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Schneider is well known for his enter-
taining style of auctioneering and emceeing for 
charity events in the St. Louis area. His self- 
taught auctioneering skills have benefited nu-
merous organizations for their trivia nights, 
dinner auctions, and most recently for events 
honoring our veterans. 

For the past 30 years, during the Christmas 
season, Mr. Schneider plays the part of Santa 
and brings joy to many children as he hands 
out candy canes and teddy bears. Santa 
Merle also annually appears at events for 
Toys for Tots, St. Louis Crisis Nursery, and 
also provides opportunities for photos with 
children while listening to their Christmas 
wishes. Numerous organizations have bene-
fited from Mr. Schneider’s emcee skills, St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital, the 
Duchesne High School Foresight Dinner Auc-
tion, Foodbank of St. Louis, Volunteers in 
Medicine, and Giant Steps for Autism. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Merle Schneider on this Lifetime Distinguished 
Service Award in the Humanitarian category 
from the Greater St. Charles County Chamber 
of Commerce. 

RECOGNIZING MS. RILEY 
HOLCOMB 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Ms. Riley Holcomb for being selected 
as one of Colorado’s Distinguished Finalists in 
the 21st Annual National Awards Program by 
The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards. 
She was selected for this honor due to her ex-
ceptional acts of volunteerism. 

Ms. Holcomb is a seventh-grade student at 
Altona Middle School in Longmont, Colorado. 
She was originally inspired to make a dif-
ference when her aunt passed away from kid-
ney cancer. Over the past four years, Ms. Hol-
comb founded a Relay for Life team which has 
raised over $18,000 for the American Cancer 
Society. It is the ingenuity and hard work Ms. 
Holcomb embodies daily that makes America 
exceptional. She has shown true leadership in 
her community. 

As the recipient of this award, she will re-
ceive an engraved bronze medallion. On be-
half of the 4th Congressional District of Colo-
rado, I extend my best wishes to Ms. Hol-
comb. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Ms. 
Riley Holcomb for her accomplishments. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LIFE OF 
MRS. KAY BEARD 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Mrs. Kay Beard for her lifetime of 
distinguished service to our county and our 
state. Kay’s commitment to our community 
has enriched the lives of so many and helped 
guide many of today’s leaders in our region to-
wards greater success. 

Kay was born in Detroit in 1921 and had a 
reputation as a proud and feisty Irish Amer-
ican. In 1946, Kay married the late Jerry 
Beard after he returned from World War II and 
together, they raised five children. With her 
strong focus on family and community, Kay 
became more involved in politics joining Citi-
zens for Educational Freedom and eventually 
running unsuccessfully for State Representa-
tive. Undeterred, Kay kept at it and in 1978 
was appointed to the Wayne County Commis-
sion where she was then elected to fifteen 
consecutive terms, until her retirement in 
2008. During that time, Kay developed a rep-
utation as an outspoken force to be reckoned 
with in Wayne County Government. She cared 
deeply about serving the constituents of her 
district, and did so with distinction for thirty 
years. 

Kay was a beloved mother of five, grand-
mother of three, sister, and a loving wife to 
her late husband Jerry. Kay was deeply in-
volved in a wide array of community initiatives 
including the United Way Community Services 
Board, the Blue Cross Senior Advisory Coun-
cil, the National Council for School-to-Work 
Opportunities, and was a founding member of 
Hospices of Michigan, just to name a few. She 

did this work because it was good for the 
community and in doing so; she set an exam-
ple for what it meant to be a committed public 
servant of the highest order. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today to honor Mrs. Kay Beard for her lifetime 
of service to our community. I considered her 
a friend and a role model, and while her serv-
ice to us will be remembered, her loss will be 
felt for a long time to come. 

f 

CONGRATULATING RANDY SCHIL-
LING FOR HIS LIFETIME DISTIN-
GUISHED SERVICE AWARD 

HON. BLAINE LUETKEMEYER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. LUETKEMEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine, Mr. 
Randy Schilling. He is receiving the Lifetime 
Distinguished Service Award in the Civic cat-
egory from the Greater St. Charles County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Mr. Schilling started his commitment to revi-
talizing Main Street St. Charles in 1992. As 
founder of Quilogy, Randy made the decision 
to set up his business on South Main and also 
purchase five additional buildings on South 
Main which he ended up renovating. 

The dedication to preserving the historical 
aspect of Main Street St. Charles continues to 
this day. Mr. Schilling successfully modifies 
historic buildings on Historic Main Street for 
modern business purposes. The projects he 
has spearheaded have shown the importance 
of supporting the maintenance of these his-
toric structures. 

One of Mr. Schilling’s recent projects is his 
purchase and renovation of the old Post Office 
located on South Main Street. This 10,000 
square foot office space will allow regional 
startups with affordable workspace for men-
tors, potential investors, programming, edu-
cation resources, and a community of local 
entrepreneurs. 

As a native of St. Charles, Mr. Schilling has 
witnessed where St. Charles began and where 
it is going. He graduated in 1985 from the Uni-
versity of Missouri with a major in Electrical 
Engineering. Once he completed his under-
graduate degree, he received his MBA in 1989 
from the University of Illinois in Springfield, IL. 

I ask you to join me in recognizing Mr. 
Randy Schilling on this Lifetime Distinguished 
Service Award in the Civic category from the 
Greater St. Charles County Chamber of Com-
merce. 

f 

RECOGNIZING TAIWAN’S PEACE 
INITIATIVE ROADMAP 

HON. SCOTT DesJARLAIS 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the efforts that our close partner 
and ally Taiwan has made in support of peace 
and stability in the Asia-Pacific region. 

Last year, Taiwan President Ma Ying-jeou 
proposed the South China Sea Peace Initia-
tive, reiterating their government’s long-
standing position of shelving disputes and pro-
moting joint resource development in these 
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contested waters. On January 28, 2016, Presi-
dent Ma further proposed ‘‘the South China 
Sea Peace Initiative Roadmap’’ during his visit 
to Taiping Island in the Spratly of the South 
China Sea. The content of the Peace Initiative 
Roadmap is stated as below: 

‘‘1. ‘‘Yes’’ to cooperation, ‘‘no’’ to confronta-
tion: A cooperation and development mecha-
nism that contributes to peace and prosperity 
in the South China Sea should first be estab-
lished, and sovereignty disputes should be set 
aside for future resolution through peaceful 
means. 

2. ‘‘Yes’’ to sharing, ‘‘no’’ to monopolizing: A 
cooperation and development mechanism 
should ensure equal participation and re-
source sharing among all parties concerned in 
the region in order to avoid undermining the 
rights and interests of any party. 

3. ‘‘Yes’’ to pragmatism, ‘‘no’’ to intran-
sigence: The initial focus should be on as-
pects which are beneficial to all parties con-
cerned and on which consensus can be easily 
achieved; various cooperation items should be 
pragmatically and gradually promoted so as to 
avoid missing out on cooperation opportunities 
as a result of any party insisting on its posi-
tion. 

The viable path consists of shelving dis-
putes, integrated planning, and zonal develop-
ment. The two essential elaborations are: 
First, all parties concerned in the region 
should be included in the consultation mecha-
nism for this initiative so that they can engage 
in cooperation and negotiations on integrated 
planning for the South China Sea. Second, the 
cooperation and consultation mechanism pro-
posed in this initiative should be a provisional 
arrangement of a practical nature, and should 
not undermine the position of any party con-
cerned or jeopardize or hamper the reaching 
of a final agreement on the South China Sea.’’ 

The Taiwan government has reaffirmed its 
commitment to uphold the freedom of naviga-
tion and overflight, and has actively worked to 
promote peace and prosperity throughout the 
South China Sea region. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in working with our Taiwanese part-
ners to promote our common interests and 
find a viable path to maintain peace and sta-
bility in the South China Sea. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE SOUTH LAKE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND 
THE RETIREMENT OF RAY SAN 
FRATELLO 

HON. DANIEL WEBSTER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to recognize the 20th anniversary 
of the South Lake Chamber of Commerce, 
and the retirement of Ray San Fratello. On 
December 31, 2015, Mr. San Fratello retired 
as President of South Lake Chamber of Com-
merce. 

Mr. San Fratello has led the South Lake 
Chamber of Commerce for the past 12 years 
after 13 years with the Genesee County 
Chamber of Commerce in upstate New York. 
Under his leadership, the South Lake Cham-
ber of Commerce has experienced tremen-
dous growth with the largest membership in 

Lake County. He has received much recogni-
tion for his efforts including the 2013 Florida 
Association of Chamber Professionals, Cham-
ber Professional of the Year. 

During the past century, the South Lake 
Chamber of Commerce has been through 
many phases of growth and change to create 
the longstanding history and tradition of suc-
cessful business organization. Formed more 
than 20 years ago, the South Lake Chamber’s 
footprint has expanded to Clermont, Minneola, 
Groveland, Mascotte, Monteverde, and Four 
Corners. The original Board of Trade, estab-
lished in 1895, created a new vision of com-
munity and business development for South 
Lake County. One century later in 1995, the 
Clermont-Minneola and Groveland-Mascotte 
Chambers united for the betterment of South 
Lake. Today, after 20 years, the South Lake 
Chamber of Commerce continues to foster a 
spirit of cooperation and progress among the 
area’s business community. 

The excellence with which the South Lake 
Chamber of Commerce and Mr. San Fratello 
serve South Lake County’s business commu-
nity and enterprises is evident from their his-
tory and recognition. I commend them for their 
many achievements and I am pleased to con-
gratulate them on the celebration of their 20th 
anniversary. My sincerest wishes and con-
gratulations to Mr. San Fratello and his family 
on his retirement. 

f 

KEEPING AMERICA STRONG IN 
THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

HON. GREGORIO KILILI CAMACHO 
SABLAN 

OF THE NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 
Mr. SABLAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I am in-

troducing legislation to approve a 15-year ex-
tension of the United States’ Compact of Free 
Association with the Republic of Palau. 

President Ronald Reagan, recognizing the 
importance of the Western Pacific to U.S. se-
curity interests, first negotiated the Compact 
with Palau. President Reagan’s prescience of 
the need to maintain strategic denial to the 
military of other nations in the land, air, and 
sea of Palau—an area the size of Texas—is 
apparent now more than ever. 

Yet we in Congress have failed to maintain 
the commitment that President Reagan estab-
lished with Palau. The 1986 Compact provided 
for annual economic assistance. In 2010, the 
U.S. and Palau agreed to an extension of this 
Compact assistance and agreed that funding 
should gradually taper off over the succeeding 
15 years. In 2012, Chairman Donald Manzullo 
of the Subcommittee on Asia and the Pacific 
introduced the necessary legislation to ap-
prove the extension. Hearings and markup 
were held, but no further action ensued. 

It is true that Congress has continued to 
provide financial assistance to Palau per the 
terms of the extension agreement—but only 
on an installment basis, year-by-year. No long- 
term commitment to our ally has been forth-
coming. Yet, the Republic of Palau continues 
to send its citizens to serve in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. Palau votes with the United States in 
the United Nations 95 percent of the time. And 
Palau’s keystone geographic position in the 
defensive ‘‘second island chain’’ in the West-
ern Pacific has not altered. 

Our failure to follow through on a negotiated 
agreement with a key ally not only leaves 
Palau uncertain about America’s commitment. 
It leaves any nation that receives an assur-
ance from the United States wondering wheth-
er America is good for its word. 

So, it is time to renew the effort here in 
Congress to affirm the alliance that President 
Reagan began. The legislation I am intro-
ducing approves the extension of the Compact 
of Free Association with the Republic of 
Palau. This legislation will help maintain the 
American presence that we acquired at great 
cost in the bloody battles of World War II and 
will bulwark America’s position in the Western 
Pacific in the years ahead. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 125TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF ST. JOSEPH CATHO-
LIC CHURCH IN PENSACOLA, 
FLORIDA 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the 
historic St. Joseph Catholic Church in Pensa-
cola, Florida. 

St. Joseph parish of Pensacola traces its 
roots back to 1891, as an outgrowth of St. Mi-
chael the Archangel Catholic Church and to 
the pastorship of Reverend Robert Fullerton. 
Although it was founded as the first African- 
American church in the Diocese of Mobile, St. 
Joseph Catholic Church cared not only for the 
religious needs of the Pensacola African- 
American community, but the church also 
served individuals from diverse backgrounds 
who wished to worship at the church. Whether 
in its original two-story wooden building or its 
current Gothic Revival style structure adorned 
with stained-glass windows and completed in 
1894, the multi-cultural parish family has been 
blessed by the Word of God for 125 years. 

During that time, the church underwent 
structural and pastoral changes, operated 
Maryall Negro Missions and four mission 
chapels, Our Lady of Fatima Mission School, 
a grammar school, at one point the only 
Catholic African-American high school in the 
state of Florida, St. Joseph orphanage that 
opened its doors to homeless African-Amer-
ican boys, and Our Lady of Angels Maternity 
Hospital for African-American women, as well 
as St. Joseph Cemetery. Today St. Joseph’s 
ministry continues to care for the Pensacola 
community through the Our Lady of Angels 
Free Clinic, which serves the homeless and 
needy individuals throughout the area; the 
Caring and Sharing Outreach, which provides 
food and clothing; and the St. Joseph Soup 
Kitchen, which serves free meals to the home-
less. 

One constant thread throughout its storied 
history, however, is the parish’s strong faith in 
God. It is through their strength and that of the 
local community, guided by the Holy Spirit, 
that the church has not only stayed together, 
but has also grown strong through hardship. 
Whether faced with the Jim Crow laws or the 
natural disasters like Hurricane Ivan, which 
devastated the entire Gulf Coast in 2004, 
nothing could tear apart the bonds of this 
community. When faced with adversity, the 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:27 Feb 11, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K10FE8.008 E10FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE160 February 10, 2016 
congregation continually emerged stronger 
and remains today as a pillar in the Northwest 
Florida community, full of humility and com-
passion—the characteristics exhibited by its 
namesake thousands of years ago. 

Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege to honor St. 
Joseph Catholic Church of Pensacola, its 
leadership and its congregants for 125 years 
of faithful service to God. For over a century 
St. Joseph’s has been an integral part of the 
Pensacola community, my wife Vicki and I 
thank them for their dedication to the people 
of Northwest Florida and pray for their contin-
ued success. May God grant St. Joseph par-
ish many more years to come and may His 
blessings continue to shine down on them. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE JUSTIN 
SMITH MORRILL CONGRES-
SIONAL GOLD MEDAL ACT 

HON. DAN NEWHOUSE 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Justin Smith 
Morrill Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2016. 
This legislation would honor a true American 
hero by posthumously awarding the Honorable 
Justin Smith Morrill with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. Mr. Morrill was elected to six 
terms in the U.S. House of Representatives 
and six terms in the United States Senate, 
making him the longest serving Member of 
Congress in the 19th Century. During his ten-
ure, he chaired the House Committee on 
Ways and Means, the Senate Committee on 
Finance, and the Senate Committee on Public 
Buildings and Grounds. As Chairman of the 
Senate Committee on Buildings and Grounds, 
he served as the principle advocate for financ-
ing and constructing the Thomas Jefferson 
Building of the Library of Congress and 
planned the location of the U.S. Supreme 
Court Building. He also raised funds to com-
plete the unfinished Washington Monument 
and advocated for the Smithsonian Institution 
throughout his service in Congress. 

However, his greatest achievement was au-
thoring the Morrill Act of 1862, which created 
the land-grant university system. Today, land- 
grant and other public universities award near-
ly 1 million degrees annually and perform 
more than $37 billion in research. Additionally, 
almost 30 years later, Senator Morrill authored 
the Morrill Act of 1890, which created histori-
cally black land-grant universities. 

Justin Smith Morrill is a man who has pro-
vided generations and millions of Americans— 
especially those from working class families— 
with access to higher education throughout the 
nation. His achievements have inspired Amer-
ican history, values, and culture and will be 
recognized and honored by generations to 
come. For these reasons, and many others, I 
urge all members to join me in supporting this 
commonsense legislation, which will honor this 
great American hero with the Congressional 
Gold Medal. 

TRIBUTE TO NICK PELLETT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Nick 
Pellett of Atlantic, Iowa for achieving the rank 
of Eagle Scout. Nick is a member of Boy 
Scout Troop 366, Omaha, Nebraska and the 
Soaring Eagle District of the Mid-America 
Council. 

The Eagle Scout designation is the highest 
advancement rank in scouting. Only about five 
percent of Boy Scouts earn the Eagle Scout 
Award. The award is a performance-based 
achievement with high standards that have 
been well-maintained over the past century. 

To earn the Eagle Scout rank, a Boy Scout 
is obligated to pass specific tests that are or-
ganized by requirements and merit badges, as 
well as completing an Eagle Project to benefit 
the community. Nick’s Eagle Project was co-
ordinating the painting of dugouts, backstop, 
restroom facility, and the snack shack for the 
Benson Little League Park in Omaha, Ne-
braska. The work ethic Nick has shown in his 
Eagle Project and every other project leading 
up to his Eagle Scout rank speaks volumes of 
his commitment to serving a cause greater 
than himself and assisting his community. 

Mr. Speaker, the example set by this young 
man demonstrates the rewards of hard work, 
dedication, and perseverance. I am honored to 
represent Nick in the United States Congress. 
I ask that all of my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating him on obtaining the Eagle 
Scout ranking, and I wish him nothing but con-
tinued success in his future education and ca-
reer. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. 
JAMES SPEDDING 

HON. CHRIS COLLINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COLLINS of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a constituent of New 
York’s 27th Congressional District, Mr. James 
Spedding. Mr. Spedding honorably served his 
country, his family, and his community until his 
recent passing on January 22, 2016. 

Jim was born in Lockport, NY on April 2, 
1929, to parents John Carl and Blanch. After 
graduating from Lockport High School in 1947, 
Jim was eager to serve his country; and, in 
1948 he enlisted in the United States Air 
Force. Jim proudly served his country until 
1969, when he retired from the Air Force as 
a Chief Master Sergeant. During his service, 
Jim traveled to Texas, Mississippi, Korea, New 
York and California—but Jim’s travels did not 
hold him back from pursuing higher education. 
During his 21 years of service, Jim earned de-
grees from Foothill College and the University 
of Nebraska, and graduate degrees from 
Chapman University and the University of 
Southern California. After returning home to 
his friends, family, and his beautiful wife, 
Helen, Jim worked for Harrison Radiator Divi-
sion, GMC until officially retiring in 1989. After 

spending 41 years serving his country and his 
family, Jim spent the next 26 years serving his 
community. Working closely with the Niagara 
Falls Air Reserve Base, the AARP Income Tax 
Program, the NYS Office for the Aging, the 
Dale Association, and the Sisters Hospital, Jim 
demonstrated how important it is for members 
of our community to live their life committed to 
helping those in need. 

As I reflect on the impact Jim Spedding had 
on those around him, I am proud to say he 
was able to leave his three wonderful children, 
three grandchildren, five great-grandchildren, 
and all of his nieces and nephews with a 
proud example of how to live. 

f 

THANK YOU PETER 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, having been in the 
United States Marine Corps my whole life, I 
learned a valuable lesson; always surround 
yourself with loyal people. For me, I’m lucky to 
have the best staff on Capitol Hill—all of them 
have become part of my family. 

It’s nostalgic that I come to the floor today 
to personally thank Peter Rescigno who will 
be leaving my office at the end of this week. 
Peter has been with me since I was elected 
as the Representative for California’s Eighth 
Congressional District three years ago and 
has become a fixture of Longworth 1222. As 
he prepares to leave for New York, I can’t 
thank him enough for the counsel and dedica-
tion he has provided to me and the constitu-
ents of California’s Eighth Congressional Dis-
trict. 

A joke I always share with people is when 
I hired Peter, I also needed to hire a trans-
lator. You know, being from New York, he 
speaks so fast and you can never understand 
a single word he says. Don’t let that fool you, 
Peter is one of the most talented people I’ve 
ever met—his dedication and loyalty stops at 
nothing. He always has a smile on and deals 
with anything and everything you throw his 
way. Trust me; I’ve thrown some unexpected 
things his way—he’s never let me down. 

For this Marine, who’s seen change all too 
frequently, this goodbye is one of the hardest. 

Peter, as you prepare to leave for New 
York, I want you to know that thanks for this 
Congressman will never be enough. I’ll always 
be grateful for your help and most importantly 
your friendship. I’m excited to hear about the 
great things you’ll accomplish. 

Make me proud, you always know where to 
find me. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RICHARD L. HANNA 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. HANNA. Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call No. 
64 on H.R. 3036, I am not recorded because 
I was absent for personal reasons. Had I been 
present, I would have voted Aye. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOSEPH CROWLEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Speaker, on February 
9, 2016 I was absent for recorded vote Num-
ber 64. 

I would like to reflect how I would have 
voted if I were here: on Roll Call Number 64 
I would have proudly voted yes, expressing 
my support for the National 9/11 Memorial at 
the World Trade Center Act. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
February 11, 2016 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
FEBRUARY 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

To hold hearings to examine U.S. Pacific 
Command and U.S. Forces Korea in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2017 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SD–G50 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of the 
Interior. 

SD–366 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of 
State. 

SD–419 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine the Depart-
ment of Energy atomic energy defense 
activities and programs in review of 
the defense authorization request for 
fiscal year 2017 and the Future Years 
Defense Program. 

SR–232A 

FEBRUARY 25 

1:30 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the Tribal 
Law and Order Act 5 years later, focus-
ing on the next steps to improve jus-
tice systems in Indian communities. 

SH–216 

MARCH 2 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. 

SR–253 

MARCH 3 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold hearings to examine regulatory 

reforms to improve equity market 
structure. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Department of En-
ergy. 

SD–366 

MARCH 8 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the Presi-

dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2017 for the Forest Service. 

SD–366 

MARCH 9 

2 p.m. 
Committee on the Judiciary 
Subcommittee on Antitrust, Competition 

Policy and Consumer Rights 
To hold an oversight hearing to examine 

the enforcement of the antitrust laws. 
SD–226 
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