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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations be author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on February 10, 2016, at 10:15
a.m., to conduct a hearing entitled
“U.S. Policy in Central Africa: The Im-
perative of Good Governance.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 10, 2016, at 10 a.m.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on February 10, 2016, at 10 a.m., in
room SD-226 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building, to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Breaking the Cycle: Mental
Health and the Justice System.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING
Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on February 10, 2016, at 2:30 p.m., in
room SD-562 of the Dirksen Senate Of-
fice Building to conduct a hearing enti-
tled “Do You Know What Is In Your
Suitcase? How Drug Traffickers Are
Deceiving Seniors to Smuggle Contra-
band.”
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Jeremy
Lagelee, a law clerk on the Finance
Committee, be granted floor privileges
for the duration of the week.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHATZ. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Henry
Schliefer, Justin Brown, Justin Hoff-
man, Michael George, Rebecca Gilbert,
and Scott Richards, fellows in my of-
fice, be granted floor privileges for the
remainder of this session in Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent for my intern,
Aaron Nelson, to be granted privileges
of the floor for the remainder of the
day.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Gene Gerzhoy,
a fellow working in my office, have full
privileges during this session of the
114th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that my defense
fellow, SGM Travis Votaw, be granted
floor privileges for the remainder of
this calendar year.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that Maj. Mat-
thew Schroeder, a defense fellow in my
office, and LCDR Amy McElroy, a
Coast Guard fellow in my office, be
granted privileges of the floor for the
remainder of the 114th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that Sanjay Mukhi,
Michael Pascual, and Heather Ichord,
congressional fellows in my office, be
granted floor privileges for the remain-
der of the 114th Congress.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE-
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NOS.
114-5, 114-6, 114-7, 114-8, 1149, AND
114-10
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as

in executive session, I ask unanimous

consent that the injunction of secrecy
be removed from the following treaties
transmitted to the Senate on February

10, 2016, by the President of the United

States: U.N. Convention on the Use of

Electronic Communications in Inter-

national Contracts, Treaty Document

No. 114-5; Marrakesh Treaty to Facili-

tate Access to Published Works for

Persons Who Are Blind, Visually Im-

paired, or Otherwise Print Disabled,

Treaty Document No. 114-6; U.N. Con-

vention on the Assignment of Receiv-

ables in International Trade, Treaty

Document No. 114-7; Beijing Treaty on

Audiovisual Performances, Treaty Doc-

ument No. 114-8; U.N. Convention on

Independent Guarantees and Stand-By

Letters of Credit, Treaty Document

No. 114-9; and Extradition Treaty with

the Dominican Republic, Treaty Docu-

ment No. 114-10. I further ask that the
treaties be considered as having been
read the first time; that they be re-
ferred, with accompanying papers, to
the Committee on Foreign Relations
and ordered to be printed; and that the

President’s messages be printed in the

RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The messages of the President are as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, subject to certain declarations
and understandings, I transmit here-
with the United Nations Convention on
the Use of Electronic Communications
in International Contracts (Conven-
tion), done at New York on November
23, 2005, and entered into force on
March 1, 2013. The report of the Sec-
retary of State, which includes an
overview of the Convention, is enclosed
for the information of the Senate.

February 10, 2016

The Convention sets forth modern
rules validating and facilitating the
use of electronic communications in
international business transactions.
The Convention will promote legal uni-
formity and predictability, and thereby
lower costs, for U.S. businesses en-
gaged in electronic commerce.

The Convention’s provisions are sub-
stantively similar to State law enact-
ments in the United States of the 1999
Uniform Electronic Transactions Act
(UETA), and to the governing Federal
law, the Electronic Signatures in Glob-
al and National Commerce Act, Public
Law 106-229 (June 30, 2000). Consistent
with the Federal law, all States have
enacted laws containing the same basic
rules on electronic commerce, whether
based on UETA or on functionally
equivalent provisions. The Federal
statute allows States that enact
UETA, or equivalent standards, to be
subject to their State law, and not the
corresponding provisions of the Federal
law.

The United States proposed and ac-
tively participated in the negotiation
of the Convention at the United Na-
tions Commission on International
Trade Law. Accession by the United
States can be expected to encourage
other countries to become parties to
the Convention, and having a greater
number of parties to the Convention
should facilitate electronic commerce
across borders.

The Convention would be imple-
mented through Federal legislation to
be proposed separately to the Congress
by my Administration.

The Convention has been endorsed by
leading associations and organizations
in this area, including the American
Bar Association and the United States
Council on International Business. The
United States Government worked
closely with the Uniform Law Commis-
sion regarding the negotiation and do-
mestic implementation of the Conven-
tion.

I recommend, therefore, that the
Senate give early and favorable consid-
eration to the Convention and give its
advice and consent to ratification, sub-
ject to certain understandings and dec-
larations.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 10, 2016.

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Marra-
kesh Treaty to Facilitate Access to
Published Works for Persons Who Are
Blind, Visually Impaired, or Otherwise
Print Disabled, done at Marrakesh on
June 27, 2013 (Marrakesh Treaty). I also
transmit, for the information of the
Senate, a report of the Secretary of
State with respect to the Marrakesh
Treaty that includes a summary of its
provisions.

This copyright treaty, concluded
under the auspices of the World Intel-
lectual Property Organization (WIPO),
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