
EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

∑ This ‘‘bullet’’ symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor.

Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E173 February 12, 2016 

VETERANS EMPLOYMENT, EDU-
CATION, AND HEALTHCARE IM-
PROVEMENT ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 9, 2016 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op-
position to The Veterans Employment, Edu-
cation, and Health Care Improvement Act 
(H.R. 3016). 

H.R. 3016 includes important bipartisan leg-
islation to improve the health and opportunities 
of veterans. This legislation will include podia-
trists within the Department of Veterans Affairs 
definition of physician, extending the same 
promotions and leadership positions within the 
VA as other physicians. H.R. 3016 also in-
cludes numerous standalone bills that will im-
prove the quality of health care and economic 
opportunity for veterans, including establishing 
the Veterans Economic Opportunity and Tran-
sition Administration. I wholeheartedly support 
these key provisions of H.R. 3016, but the pay 
is unacceptable for our brave service mem-
bers and their families. 

When our brave women and men signed up 
to serve, we made them a promise. We as-
sured them clearly defined benefits that were 
guaranteed to them upon completion of their 
duties. H.R. 3016 as currently written breaks 
that promise. Not only does it harm the stu-
dents who depend on these housing allow-
ances to attend school, it says to our service 
members that the terms of the deal they made 
with their government have been changed 
without their knowledge or consent. It is es-
sential that Americans know exactly what their 
service to their country entitles them to. Pas-
sage of this legislation will severely undermine 
that agreement. 

Title III of this legislation will reduce by fifty 
percent the housing allowance provided to 
children who have had Post-99/11 GI Bill ben-
efits transferred to them. This cut will begin 
one hundred and eighty days after the enact-
ment of H.R. 3016. Furthermore, the legisla-
tion provides no grandfather clause that will 
exempt the families of current service mem-
bers from this harmful cut. 

Again, I support the important provisions of 
this legislation that will improve the lives of our 
veterans, and I remain committed to working 
in a bipartisan fashion to see these enacted. 
However, I cannot support legislation that is 
paid for by breaking a promise to our vet-
erans. When Americans sign up to serve, they 
must be certain that the benefits guaranteed 
to them will be waiting when they return home. 
As Members of Congress, upholding this com-
mitment is one of our most important duties. 

SAFE DRINKING WATER ACT IM-
PROVED COMPLIANCE AWARE-
NESS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.R. 4470, the Safe Drinking Water 
Act Improved Compliance Act. This legislation 
will help ensure no community in America ever 
experiences what is happening in Flint by en-
suring that federal and state regulators 
promptly notify a local community if there are 
elevated levels of lead in their water systems. 

Specifically, the bill requires the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) to notify a 
local water system if EPA receives data indi-
cating high lead levels in the water. The local 
water system must immediately notify their 
customers, and if they do not act quickly then 
EPA must notify local residents themselves. 

It is critical that a community is immediately 
notified when there is a problem with their 
drinking water. Transparency is essential to 
ensuring water lead contamination never poi-
sons another community, and this bill helps us 
achieve this important goal. 

The facts about the Flint crisis are being 
gathered right now through multiple investiga-
tions, and every person responsible must be 
held accountable for the lack of appropriate 
action. Government at every level failed the 
people of Flint, but this is a man-made dis-
aster led by the state of Michigan, and we 
must take action at the federal level to prevent 
this from ever happening again. 

Every Member of the Michigan delegation 
co-sponsored this bill, and we thank our col-
leagues Congressman KILDEE and Congress-
man UPTON for their good work on it. This is 
an example of what can happen when we 
work together to solve the problems facing our 
nation, and we need more of it. Clean water 
is one of the most fundamental, basic rights 
we should guarantee anyone living in America. 

I urge all of my colleagues to support this 
critical legislation. 

f 

HONORING REPRESENTATIVE 
MICHAEL GARVER ‘‘MIKE’’ OXLEY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, February 11, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise tonight to 
honor and remember former Representative 
Mike Oxley who we lost last month. Today 
would have been his 72nd birthday, so our 
presence here tonight is a wonderful way to 
commemorate his life of service. I remember 
Mike most for his big smile, which could be 
seen from across the Chamber, and his love 
for his wife Patricia and his son Chadd. 

Mr. Oxley grew up understanding the impor-
tance of service to his country, which he car-
ried out to the very end. He started his career 
working as a Federal Bureau of Investigations 
agent in Boston and New York City. He fre-
quently noted this experience directed his 
Congressional decisions and that set him 
apart from other Members. 

He returned to his hometown of Findlay— 
Flag City—in 1972 to begin his career in elect-
ed office when he won a seat in the Ohio 
House. For a decade he sharpened and 
honed his legislative expertise, serving him 
well for the next chapter of his life. In 1981, he 
won a special election to serve in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

I remember Mike relished working with his 
fellow Ohio delegation, especially the late 
Representative Paul Gillmor. Mr. Oxley dedi-
cated his years of federal service to reforming 
our banking and financial laws. As the Chair-
man of the Committee on Financial Services, 
from 2001 to 2006, Ox demonstrated his lead-
ership of Congress’ response during very trou-
blesome financial times following the tech bub-
ble struggles of the early 2000s, Wall Street 
turmoil that followed the 9/11 attacks and cor-
porate scandals including Enron. While Mr. 
Oxley and I were often on opposite sides, I 
will always remember him as jovial, collegial, 
and someone who had a great passion for 
public service. 

I was proud to work with him on the Base 
Realignment and Closure Commission as we 
stopped a Pentagon recommendation to re-
duce the size of the Joint Systems Manufac-
turing Center in Lima. This effort saved the 
jobs of 750 people who continue to manufac-
ture tanks and sections of armored vehicles, 
including the best Army tank in the world, the 
Abrams. 

I was saddened when I learned that Mr. 
Oxley had been diagnosed with lung cancer. 
In his fight against cancer, he demonstrated 
his true spirit, and his eternal dedication to 
service by joining the Lung Cancer Alliance in 
2010. Always fighting for others even amidst 
his own battle, he became the Board Chair-
man in January of 2014. 

It was an honor and privilege to serve with 
him and to pay tribute to his life. May his soul 
rest in peace and may his family be comforted 
by the memories they share of their times to-
gether and the joy he brought to living. 

f 

BORDER TO BORDER BROADBAND: 
BETTER TOGETHER 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today, along 
with my Minnesota colleague Congressman 
COLLIN PETERSON, to recognize the Blandin 
Foundation and all they do for rural Min-
nesota, and particularly for their efforts to pro-
vide broadband internet service to all Min-
nesotans. 
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I was honored to recently speak at the ‘Bor-

der to Border Broadband: Better Together’ 
conference, which was sponsored by the 
Blandin Foundation and the Minnesota Office 
of Broadband Development. More than 170 
participants came together and agreed on a 
vision statement for the future of broadband of 
Minnesota. Today, Congressman PETERSON 
and I rise in strong support of that vision, 
which states that ‘‘All Minnesotans will be able 
to use convenient, affordable world class 
broadband networks that enable us to survive 
and thrive in our communities and across the 
globe.’’ 

The fact is, we need high-speed broadband 
in our rural communities. It’s a necessity re-
quired to help grow our small town rural econ-
omy and compete, start new businesses, cre-
ate new jobs, attract new people and mod-
ernize the education and health care services 
so essential to quality of life. Across our ex-
pansive and diverse district the Blandin Foun-
dation is working hard to make sure rural com-
munities have access to world-class high- 
speed broadband internet. 

Once again, we would like to thank the 
Blandin Foundation for all they do to strength-
en rural Minnesota through their many impor-
tant programs, in addition to their work on 
rural broadband. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT C. 
MORALES 

HON. WILL HURD 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. HURD of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the life of Mr. Robert C. 
Morales. 

Mr. Morales passed away on Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 9, 2016. He was well known in Van 
Horn, Texas for his outstanding leadership in 
the community. Not only did he provide Van 
Horn with a timely and reliable news source, 
but he also mentored unemployed youth, 
played the organ at Our Lady of Fatima 
Catholic Church, and was a member of a local 
band, Los Pecadores. Mr. Morales also served 
on the Culberson-Allamoore ISD School 
Board, Culberson County Property Tax Ap-
praisal District Board, and the Town of Van 
Horn Zoning Board. 

Mr. Morales was raised in Van Horn, grad-
uated from Van Horn High School in 1976, 
and earned a college degree from the Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin. After graduation, he 
worked for the Laredo Morning News and the 
City of Laredo, later accepting jobs at Enron 
and Dr Pepper. His contributions to the town 
of Van Horn and the 23rd Congressional Dis-
trict of Texas have been integral to the com-
munity and will not be forgotten. On behalf of 
the 23rd Congressional District of Texas, I 
thank Mr. Morales for his involvement in Van 
Horn and his dedication to serving others. May 
he rest in peace. 

RECOGNIZING MRS. JUANITA 
PAYNE-GALBREATH AS THE 
OKALOOSA COUNTY, FLORIDA, 
EDUCATION SUPPORT PROFES-
SIONAL OF THE YEAR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to congratulate Mrs. Juanita Payne-Galbreath 
as the Okaloosa County, Florida, Education 
Support Professional of the Year. Mrs. Payne- 
Galbreath has proven to be a truly exceptional 
mentor whose impact extends far beyond her 
students, and I am proud to recognize her 
success and outstanding achievements. 

Mrs. Payne-Galbreath graduated from 
Niceville High School before attending Pensa-
cola Junior College. After completing her stud-
ies, Mrs. Payne-Galbreath joined the Okaloosa 
County School District, where she has served 
thousands of students over the last 18 years 
and has filled numerous important roles. She 
began her education career at Combs New 
Heights as an assistant, lunchroom monitor, 
and Exceptional Student Education classroom 
assistant, before continuing her career at Fort 
Walton Beach High School where she worked 
for five years in several capacities. She then 
moved to her current position at Crestview 
High School, where she is as an ESE para-
professional. 

Outside of school, Mrs. Payne-Galbreath—a 
loving wife to her husband, Joshua and moth-
er to their ten children—still finds time to serve 
Okaloosa County students, going far above 
and beyond the core responsibilities of her 
job. Her dedication to the students of 
Okaloosa County and her community is exem-
plified by the ‘‘Showers of Blessings Nook,’’ a 
service she created that provides high school 
students and their families basic needs such 
as—shoes, toiletries, and food gift cards. 

Northwest Florida is grateful to have such a 
compassionate individual working with our 
youth. Without question, her tangible contribu-
tions to her students are appreciated. It is Mrs. 
Payne-Galbreath’s love, faith, and nurturing 
character, however, for which we are most 
grateful. 

Mr. Speaker, the Okaloosa County Edu-
cation Support Professional of the Year award 
is a true reflection of Mrs. Payne-Galbreath’s 
steadfast dedication to the students of 
Okaloosa County. I am privileged to recognize 
Juanita for her accomplishments and her con-
tinuing commitment to excellence. My wife 
Vicki joins me in congratulating her and thank-
ing her for her dedication to serving the stu-
dents, teachers, and families of the Northwest 
Florida community. We wish Mrs. Payne- 
Galbreath all the best for continued success. 

f 

RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, ANTI-SEMI-
TISM, AND RULE OF LAW IN THE 
OSCE 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to speak about human rights crises in Eu-

rope and Eurasia. With the collapse of the So-
viet Union and end of the Cold War, many 
people expected that freedom, democracy, 
and peace, would spread throughout Europe 
and Eurasia. And yet now, the religious free-
dom of Christians, and people of other faiths, 
is being regularly violated. Russia invaded its 
neighbor Ukraine, illegally annexed Crimea, 
and is fueling and funding violent proxies in 
the eastern Donbas region of that country. 
Deadly anti-Semitism is again stalking Euro-
pean Jewish communities. The worst refugee 
and migrants’ crisis in Europe since World 
War II has engulfed the continent. Autocrats 
are using the law, and acting outside the law, 
to crush democratic opposition to their des-
potism. 

Violent anti-Semitic attacks increased 100 to 
400 percent in some European countries be-
tween 2013 and 2014. Anti-Semitism, and the 
evil goal of killing Jewish people, is hardwired 
into ISIS and those it inspires. Perhaps no 
other group in Europe is more at risk from 
ISIS attacks than the European Jewish com-
munity. That is why I authored House Resolu-
tion 354 as a blueprint for vital actions that are 
needed to prevent another Paris, Brussels, or 
Copenhagen. The House of Representatives 
passed it unanimously and I intend to hold a 
hearing over the coming weeks to explore 
what is necessary to ensure these actions are 
taken. 

In Crimea, the occupying authorities have 
targeted and retaliated against the Crimean 
Tatar people for opposing the annexation and 
the rule that has followed. Crimean Tatars 
have been arrested, detained, interrogated, 
and sometimes charged with extremism, illegal 
assembly, or belonging to an unregistered reli-
gious group. Religious minorities, including the 
Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, have like-
wise been repressed. Crimeans who opposed 
or oppose the Russian takeover of Crimea, or 
have been unwilling to seek a Russian pass-
port, have been at risk of a crackdown. Re-
strictions have proliferated, including even on 
the teaching of the Ukrainian language or ac-
cess to Ukrainian culture. 

Repression is also rife in Azerbaijan. The 
Commission recently held a hearing on the 
terrible plight of political prisoners in Azer-
baijan, particularly the imprisonment of Radio 
Free Europe/Radio Liberty journalist Khadija 
Ismayilova. According to the Committee to 
Protect Journalists, Azerbaijan leads all of the 
countries in Eurasia in jailing journalists. In 
2015, the government imprisoned many well- 
known activists, including Anar Mammadli, the 
courageous head of EMDS, the leading elec-
tion monitoring organization in Azerbaijan. He 
spoke the truth about the fraudulent 2013 
presidential election and is still paying the 
price. I met with Anar’s father—a very gentle 
man—just a few months after Anar was ar-
rested and saw how Anar’s family is suffering 
from this injustice. 

More than 40 years ago, all the countries of 
Europe, the United States, and Canada, 
formed the Conference on Security and Co-
operation in Europe, to prevent and respond 
to these kinds of crises. This week, I chaired 
a hearing of the Commission on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe, the Helsinki Commis-
sion, where we heard testimony from Ambas-
sador Michael Link, Director of the OSCE’s 
Office of Democratic Institutions and Human 
Rights (ODIHR). 

Mr. Speaker, his testimony was a reminder 
of the serious threats to European Jewish 
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communities, Christians and other religious 
minorities, and to the rule of law in Europe 
and Eurasia. We must remain vigilant and en-
sure that the United States, as an original par-
ticipating State of the OSCE, strongly supports 
the OSCE’s efforts to ensure European Jewish 
communities are safe and secure, that Chris-
tians and other religious minorities are free to 
fully practice their faith, and that the rule of 
law prevails. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LIFELONG EDUCA-
TOR DR. AUBREY W. BONNETT 

HON. KATHLEEN M. RICE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Miss RICE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in recognition of Dr. Aubrey W. Bonnett, 
a resident of New York’s Fourth Congressional 
District and a life-long educator. 

Throughout his 43-year career in higher 
education, Dr. Bonnett has achieved tremen-
dous success as a scholar of immigration, 
race, sociology and diasporic studies, particu-
larly with relation to our nation’s vibrant Afri-
can American, West Indian and Caribbean 
communities. 

Dr. Bonnett currently serves as a professor 
emeritus in the department of American Stud-
ies at the State University of New York 
(SUNY)—Old Westbury, where he also pre-
viously served as the Vice President of Aca-
demic Affairs and Provost. Dr. Bonnett is also 
the dean emeritus of the College of Social & 
Behavioral Sciences at the California State 
University—San Bernardino and was the first 
black Dean hired at the University. Having au-
thored and coauthored four books and more 
than one hundred scholarly articles, Dr. 
Bonnett is truly one of the preeminent sociolo-
gists in the state of New York. Dr. Bonnett has 
dedicated his life to exploring and shedding 
light on the immigrant experience in the United 
States, and as a native of British Guyana, he 
is a testament to the incredible and critical 
contributions that immigrants have made to 
American academia. 

I’d like to congratulate Dr. Bonnett on his re-
tirement and on an incredible career. It is truly 
an honor to serve as his representative in 
Congress. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. RUBEN GALLEGO 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and was not present for one roll 
call vote on Tuesday, February 9, 2016. Had 
I been present, I would have voted in this 
manner: 

Roll Call Vote Number 64—9/11 Memorial 
Act—yes. 

HONORING LAURIE HARKNESS, 
PH.D., ON THE OCCASION OF HER 
RETIREMENT 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 12, 2016 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleas-
ure to rise today to join the many family, 
friends, and colleagues who have gathered as 
Dr. Laurie Harkness, founder and Director of 
the VA Connecticut Healthcare System’s 
Errera Community Care Center, celebrates her 
retirement after decades of dedicated service 
to our community’s veterans. 

To say that Laurie is a remarkable public 
servant is an understatement. During her ten-
ure with the VA Connecticut Healthcare Sys-
tem, Laurie has demonstrated an unparalleled 
commitment to ensuring that our veterans are 
receiving the best possible care and have ac-
cess to the programs, services, and resources 
they need to live healthy, independent, ful-
filling lives. While her contributions to veterans 
care are innumerable, the most well-known is 
the Errera Community Care Center which she 
founded more than twenty years ago. 

Over the course of its history, the Errera 
Center has evolved into one of the leading 
centers of innovation in psychosocial rehabili-
tation and in the integration of the psycho-
social and biomedical approaches. Serving 
veterans struggling with mental illness and/or 
substance abuse disorders, homelessness, 
and/or aging, the team of multidisciplinary 
mental health professionals at the Errera Cen-
ter work together to provide an array of com-
munity-based rehabilitative programs including 
day and crisis intervention programs, voca-
tional programs, housing programs, homeless 
outreach and advocacy and case manage-
ment programs. Providing a myriad of support 
to hundreds of veterans every year, the Errera 
Center has been nationally recognized for its 
exceptional model of care that emphasizes 
evidenced-based clinical programs provided in 
conjunction with a comprehensive network of 
community partnerships and repeatedly been 
awarded status as a VA Center of Excellence 
for the Care of Individuals with Mental Illness. 

Laurie’s work has also been recognized with 
numerous local, state and national awards and 
recognitions. She is the recipient of the Olin E. 
Teague Award, the highest VA clinical award 
given, as well as the distinguished Eli Lilly 
Lifetime Achievement Award for her work in 
developing programs that assist veterans with 
serious mental illnesses reintegrate back into 
their own communities. She has been recog-
nized by Vietnam Veterans of America for her 
service and dedication to Vietnam veterans 
and their families and was awarded the ‘‘Ex-
cellence in Community Mental Health Serv-
ices’’ award from NAMI, the first non-MD re-
cipient and first VA employee to be so hon-
ored. Her legacy of service will serve as a 
standard for which to strive for generations to 
come. 

I would be remiss if I did not extend a per-
sonal note of thanks to Laurie for her many 
years of guidance and assistance. Over my 
tenure in Congress, Laurie has been an in-
valuable resource for myself, my staff, and my 
constituents. Her expertise, compassion, and 
leadership has made all the difference and I 
consider myself fortunate to have had so 
many opportunities to work with her. 

Laurie Harkness is a reflection of the very 
best in public service and her presence will 
certainly be missed by all of those fortunate 
enough to have worked with her as well as the 
countless veterans who have benefitted from 
her outstanding work. Today, as she reflects 
on her career with the VA, she can be proud 
of the indelible mark she has left on the agen-
cy. It is my great honor to extend my heartfelt 
congratulations to Laurie as she celebrates 
her retirement and extend my sincere thanks 
and appreciation to her for her many years of 
service. I wish her all the best for many more 
years of health and happiness as she enjoys 
her retirement. 

f 

HONORING THE 40TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE CONGRESSIONAL 
BLACK CAUCUS FOUNDATION, IN-
CORPORATED & THE 1976 CLASS 
OF THE CONGRESSIONAL BLACK 
CAUCUS 

HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark the 40th Anniversary of the 
Congressional Black Caucus Foundation, In-
corporated (CBCF) and the 1976 Class of the 
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC). Estab-
lished in 1976, this non-profit, non-partisan 
education and research institution was found-
ed by Nira Hardon Long, Albert L. Nellum and 
Congresswoman Yvonne B. Burke (CA). The 
CBCF’s commitment to advancing the global 
black community by developing leaders, in-
forming policy, and educating the public has 
not wavered and will remain steadfast for 
many years to come. 

One of the CBCF’s innovative initiatives is 
its virtual library project called ‘Avoice.’ Avoice: 
African American Voices in Congress 
launched in 2006 and has received over 27 
million hits to date. Through this virtual portal 
people from around the world log onto the 
Avoice website to find out about the legislative 
work done by African American members of 
Congress. 

The CBCF and the CBC have collaborated 
for many years on policy issues that would up-
lift the African American community in the 
United States including major laws like the El-
ementary and Secondary Education Act and 
legislation that created the Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Holiday. Even before the CBCF or CBC 
were created, African American members of 
Congress, black civil rights leaders, and others 
have been on the forefront advocating for 
criminal justice reform, environmental justice, 
voting rights protection, and economic em-
powerment for African Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, when CBCF was founded in 
1976, there were 17 members of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus Congress who stood to-
gether to empower America’s neglected citi-
zens and to address their legislative concerns. 

These members are—former Representa-
tives Yvonne B. Burke (CA), Shirley A. Chis-
holm (NY), William Clay, Sr. (MO), Cardiss W. 
Collins (IL), Charles C. Diggs, Jr. (MI), Ron 
Dellums (CA), Harold Ford, Sr. (TN), Augustus 
F. Hawkins (CA), Barbara C. Jordan (TX), 
Ralph H. Metcalfe (IL), Parren J. Mitchell 
(MD), Robert N.C. Nix, Sr. (PA), Louis Stokes 
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(OH), Andrew Young (GA), and our two distin-
guished members still serving this institution— 
Representatives JOHN CONYERS, JR. (MI) and 
CHARLES B. RANGEL (NY). 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the 40th Anniversary of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus Foundation and the 
1976 Class of the Congressional Black Cau-
cus and recognizing their tremendous con-
tributions to our nation. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
MARRIAGE WEEK 

HON. ROBERT B. ADERHOLT 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to acknowledge and recognize that this is Na-
tional Marriage Week. The sacred vows that a 
man and woman exchange as a part of the 
sacrament of marriage have been part of our 
culture from the very beginning of humanity. 
It’s an institution that, over the centuries, has 
proven to be the best for raising a family, and 
creating self-sufficient and well-balanced chil-
dren. 

However, this week as we celebrate Na-
tional Marriage Week, I remain deeply con-
cerned that this sacred institution is suffering 
in our country. More than half of all marriages 
in the United States end in divorce. Fewer 
couples are choosing to marry. And there are 
still large numbers of women having children 
out of wedlock. 

More than half of all babies born to women 
under the age of 30 are now born outside of 
marriage. Fifty years ago, that number was 
around 5 percent. While the culture we live in 
today is no doubt responsible for much of this 
shift, the government could be doing more to 
help this situation. Our laws do not encourage 
marriage, but in many cases, they also dis-
courage marriage by imposing tax penalties 
on those who would like to marry. 

So, as we recognize the importance of mar-
riage, I believe that it’s time that Congress re-
move the government-imposed financial bar-
riers—which is often called the marriage tax 
penalty—that too often make marriage a sec-
ond choice for these couples. 

I am blessed to have been married to my 
wife, Caroline, for almost 22 years. Our part-
nership is one of the great joys of my life. 

I am proud to recognize National Marriage 
Week and the institution of marriage here in 
the United States as well as around the world. 

f 

HONORING GEORGE PRESCOTT 
BUSH AND JOSÉ ANTONIO 
MEADE KURIBREÑA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Texas Land Commissioner George 
Prescott Bush and Mexican Secretary of So-
cial Development José Antonio Meade 
Kuribreña, who have been recognized as the 
2016 Señor Internacional Award recipients by 
LULAC Council 12 in Laredo, Texas. For over 

30 years, LULAC Council 12 has recognized 
Latinos on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der for their service to the community and ex-
ceptional individual achievements. 

George P. Bush currently serves as the 
Texas Land Commissioner, a post in which he 
continues the public service legacy of the 
Bush family. Commissioner Bush was born in 
Houston, Texas, to former Florida Governor 
Jeb Bush and Columba Garnica Gallo. After 
graduating from Rice University, Commis-
sioner Bush worked as a public school teacher 
in Miami. He then went on to earn a Juris 
Doctorate from the University of Texas Law 
School. After attending law school, he co- 
founded a private equity firm, Pennybacker 
Capital LLC, and later founded an energy con-
sulting firm, St. Augustine Partners. 

In 2007, Commissioner Bush joined the 
Naval Reserve and in 2010, he courageously 
served an eight-month tour of duty as an offi-
cer in Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghan-
istan. In 2014, he was elected Texas Land 
Commissioner, beginning his political career. 
Commissioner Bush prides himself on sup-
porting our veterans, increasing funds for pub-
lic education, and providing a path for the U.S. 
to become energy-independent. 

Secretary José Antonio Meade was born in 
Mexico City, Mexico, and is an economist, 
lawyer, diplomat, and currently serves as 
Mexico’s Secretary of Social Development. He 
received his degree in Economics from the 
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México, 
one of Mexico’s preeminent institutions of 
higher learning. He continued his education at 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 
where he studied law and also received his 
PhD in Economics from Yale University. He 
served as a professor at ITAM and Yale Uni-
versity. He has received recognition for his re-
search on Economic Analysis of the Law and 
has also been given the National Tlacaelel 
Award. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Secretary 
Meade has served his country in several im-
portant posts such as: Chief Executive Officer 
of the National Bank for Rural Credit, Chief 
Executive Officer of Financiera Rural, Sec-
retary of Energy, Secretary of Finance and 
Public Credit, and Secretary of Foreign Rela-
tions. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize Commissioner George Pres-
cott Bush and Secretary José Antonio Meade 
Kuribreña. 

f 

HONORING RALPH VERSCHOOR 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the birthday of Mr. 
Ralph Verschoor, who will be ninety-five years 
old on February 20, 2016. 

In 1926, Ralph was born in Hot Springs, Ar-
kansas. In 1930, he moved to Colorado with 
his family. His father then decided to move 
away from the cold and snowy Colorado area 
and ventured to Ceres, California. 

On May 3, 1944, Ralph’s life was forever 
changed when he was drafted into the U.S. 
Army where he served in the 503rd Airborne. 
He completed 16 weeks of basic training at 

Fort Bragg in North Carolina before he was 
transferred to Fort Benning, Georgia where he 
underwent parachute training. Despite being 
injured on his first jump he continued with the 
training and successfully received his wings. 

Before long, Ralph was sent to Fort Ord and 
then San Francisco, where he boarded a ship 
on a 31 day voyage to New Guinea. After de-
parting New Guinea, Ralph travelled to the 
Philippines. There, in March 1946 on the 
Beach of Negros Island, he experienced com-
bat for the first time. Ralph spent his time as 
a rifleman, but due to unfortunate cir-
cumstances, his weapon malfunctioned. He 
was stuck with this weapon until the 1st Scout 
was wounded and they were able to trade 
weapons. At this point Ralph became 1st 
Scout and spent six weeks leading his troops 
into the jungle. Requested by his Captain to 
become a combat medic, Ralph was tasked 
with giving first aid to his wounded comrades. 
He witnessed many traumatizing events in his 
line of duty that he will never forget. 

The war ended in the summer of 1945. 
Ralph, as a combat medic, was asked to trav-
el to Hiroshima, Japan to study radiation 
burns. After a six month stay, he was sent to 
Sendai, Japan to join a medical team aiding in 
the treatment of those exposed to commu-
nicable diseases. Upon returning from the war 
in 1946, Ralph made his way back home to 
California, settling in Escalon, where he has 
resided for the last 70 years. Ralph was elect-
ed to the Escalon City Council in 1957, and 
later served as Mayor. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Ralph Verschoor for his 95th birthday and out-
standing contributions to the community of 
Escalon as well as our country. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MEAGAN WARREN, 
FOUNDER OF BOOKS FOR BED-
TIME, FROM BEXLEY, OHIO 

HON. JOYCE BEATTY 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mrs. BEATTY. Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 
residents of the Third Congressional District of 
Ohio, I am pleased to commend Meagan War-
ren for being recognized by the Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards as ‘‘Ohio’s Top 
Youth Volunteer’’ in 2016. 

A seventh-grade student at Bexley Middle 
School in my district, Meagan has always 
been an avid reader. 

For Meagan, who learned to read when she 
was two years old, it is hard to imagine not 
having a book within arm’s reach, especially at 
bedtime. 

Unfortunately, many children her age do not 
have the same fortune. 

One night, while reading in bed, Meagan 
thought about other children her age that had 
no books to read. 

She committed herself to doing something 
about it. 

Meagan’s late-night inspiration spurred her 
into action and, with the help of her family, 
she founded Books for Bedtime, a nonprofit 
organization that has collected more than 
14,000 books from neighbors and local busi-
nesses for low-income children since 2014. 

Books for Bedtime’s mission is simple: to 
distribute books to low-income children and to 
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instill the ‘‘magic of reading’’ in Columbus-area 
students. 

Meagan’s unbridled passion for reading and 
service has impacted countless children and 
families in Central Ohio. 

Today, I commend Meagan Warren on this 
well-deserved recognition as ‘‘Ohio’s Top 
Youth Volunteer’’ and thank her for making 
Columbus the place we are all proud to call 
‘‘home.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. THERESA 
(TEESEE) FAMBRO HOOKS 

HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. DANNY K. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to pay tribute to a personal friend 
who was an outstanding award winning col-
umnist and photographer for the Chicago Daily 
Defender Newspaper. In addition to her out-
standing work at the Defender Newspapers as 
a woman’s editor and society columnist, 
Teesee published articles about community 
events and social activities. She was indeed a 
social activist and involved herself in many or-
ganizations such as the Westside Association 
for Community Action where I was also ac-
tively involved. 

Teesee started working with the Chicago 
Defender Newspaper in 1961 and although 
she may have retired, she never quit. While 
Teesee was comprehensive in her approach 
to journalism, she was totally dedicated to 
issues involving women and girls. 

Theresa Fambro Hooks was known to the 
world as ‘‘Teesee,’’ the socialite who traveled 
the world highlighting the lives and achieve-
ments of others put her in a class by herself. 
When your name appeared in Teesee’s col-
umn, you knew that you had arrived. 

Family and friends of Teesee Frambo 
Hooks, you have our condolences and may 
she rest in peace. 

f 

DR. E. ANN MCGEE—A TRIBUTE TO 
TWO DECADES OF OUTSTANDING 
SERVICE TO SEMINOLE STATE 
COLLEGE 

HON. JOHN L. MICA 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of Dr. E. Ann McGee of Seminole 
State College in the 7th Congressional District. 
Dr. McGee is the second president and first 
woman to head the college in its half-century 
history. This year marks her 20th anniversary 
of leading Seminole State College in Central 
Florida. The tenure of this education leader 
has been highlighted by the impressive expan-
sion and positive development at this out-
standing educational institution. Not only has 
she led the college, her work in the community 
and contributions to higher education in our 
region and state have set a standard for all to 
follow. 

Dr. McGee’s two decades at the helm of 
Seminole State College have seen the college 
go from one to six locations, begin offering 

four year bachelor’s degrees and grow to be-
come the eighth largest college in the 28-col-
lege Florida College System. Currently, over 
30,000 students attend Seminole State Col-
lege each year. 

Her initiative and vision for the future have 
helped pioneer the DirectConnect to UCF pro-
gram that has become a national model for 
making four year degrees more affordable and 
accessible. She has also partnered with Semi-
nole County Public Schools to reduce the 
number of incoming freshman in need of re-
medial math classes from 78 percent to just 
15 percent. 

Dr. McGee grew up in Largo, Florida and is 
a graduate of St. Petersburg College. She has 
earned a Bachelor’s in Speech and a Master’s 
in Communication from Florida State Univer-
sity, as well as a Doctorate in Education Ad-
ministration from Nova Southeastern Univer-
sity. 

Dr. McGee is a respected professional in 
the education field, having been recognized 
widely for her work as President of Seminole 
State College as well as former Chair of the 
Florida College System Foundation and a 
trustee of the Phi Theta Kappa Foundation. 
She is also a board member of the Higher 
Education Research & Development Council, 
the American Association of Community Col-
leges and the Metro-Orlando Economic Devel-
opment Commission. 

She has been recognized far and wide for 
her many successes, having received the At-
lantic Institute Central Florida Global Vision 
and Education Award, the Metro Orlando Eco-
nomic Development Commission’s James B. 
Greene Economic Development Award, the 
Women’s Executive Council of Orlando’s 
Women of Achievement in Education Award, 
Phi Theta Kappa International’s President’s 
Council Gold Medallion, the Orlando Business 
Journal’s Publisher’s Award, St. Petersburg 
College ‘‘Most Outstanding Graduate’’ Award, 
the Association of Community College Trust-
ees Marie Y. Martin ‘‘Top CEO’’ Award, Phi 
Theta Kappa’s Shirley B. Gordon Award of 
Distinction and the Seminole County Chamber 
of Commerce Lifetime Achievement Award. 

Dr. McGee’s contributions to our community 
and to the lives of thousands of students and 
young professionals across Central Florida 
cannot be understated. I ask my colleagues 
from Florida and Members to join in congratu-
lating Dr. E. Ann McGee as we pay tribute to 
her two decades of outstanding service and 
dedication to Seminole State College. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE PEORIA COUN-
TY SOIL & WATER CONSERVA-
TION DISTRICT 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
recognize the Peoria County Soil & Water 
Conservation District (SWCD) on achieving 
their 75th anniversary. 

Authorized under the District Act of 1937, 
the public servants of SWCD have assisted 
Peoria County landowners in promoting a 
healthy Midwestern ecosystem to ensure the 
mitigation of soil erosion and promotion of im-

proved water quality and wildlife habitat for 
seventy-five years. Because of their sustained 
efforts in ecology and education, the local ag-
ricultural community continues to produce 
higher quality crops. 

By playing an active role within our agrarian 
society, residents of Peoria County have the 
ability to take advantage of beneficial pro-
grams. The Conservation Practices Program 
(CPP) allows residents who undergo a project 
to benefit our land and water resources re-
ceive up to $6,000 from the SWCD to com-
plete the project. In addition, for those who 
wish to learn more about the advantages of 
conservation, the SWCD promotes the Gilles 
Family Tours in which participants tour a fam-
ily farm and discover the values of conserva-
tion. 

As a native of Peoria County, I consider my-
self fortunate that our county has the SWCD 
as a resource. Congratulations Peoria County 
Soil & Water Conservation District on a pros-
perous seventy-five years and I wish it many 
more years of success. 

f 

HONORING JOSÉ ANTONIO MEADE 
KURIBREÑA 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Mexican Secretary of Social Develop-
ment José Antonio Meade Kuribreña, who has 
been recognized as a 2016 Señior 
Internacional Award recipient by the LULAC 
Council 12 in Laredo, Texas. For over 30 
years, LULAC Council 12 has recognized 
Latinos on both sides of the U.S.-Mexico bor-
der for their service to the community and ex-
ceptional individual achievements. 

Secretary José Antonio Meade was born in 
Mexico City, Mexico, and is an economist, 
lawyer, diplomat and currently serves as Mexi-
co’s Secretary of Social Development. He re-
ceived his degree in Economics from the 
Instituto Tecnológico Autónomo de México 
one of Mexico’s preeminent institutions of 
higher learning. He continued his education at 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, 
where he studied law and also received his 
PhD in Economics from Yale University. He 
served as a professor at ITAM and Yale Uni-
versity. He has received recognition for his re-
search on Economic Analysis of the Law and 
has also been given the National Tlacaélel 
Award. 

Throughout his illustrious career, Secretary 
Meade has served his country in several im-
portant posts such as: Chief Executive Officer 
of the National Bank for Rural Credit, Chief 
Executive Officer of Financiera Rural, Sec-
retary of Energy, Secretary of Finance and 
Public Credit, and Secretary of Foreign Rela-
tions. 

Secretary Meade, has proven to be a strong 
advocate for the well-being of others. He has 
worked towards eliminating poverty, advanced 
food and nutritional programs, and has helped 
to create employment opportunities for those 
in need. His career serves as an example of 
what someone can accomplish through hard 
work and perseverance. He is an inspiration to 
many and it is my hope that others follow in 
his path. 
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Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 

time to recognize Secretary José Antonio 
Meade Kuribreña. 

f 

CONDOLENCES TO TAIWAN 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following letter: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, February 12, 2016. 
Hon. AMBASSADOR SHEN, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR AMBASSADOR SHEN: I write to you 
today to send my condolences for the loss of 
precious human lives and destruction caused 
by the earthquake in the city of Tainan on 
Saturday, February 6, 2016. Our nations 
share a long and rich relationship that 
makes our respective nations stronger, and 
facilitates the spread of the benefits of lib-
erty throughout the world. 

Through trade and the promotion of peace-
ful resolutions in the Asia-Pacific region, 
Taiwan has become a trusted ally of the 
United States. I firmly believe that our bond 
is stronger than ever. In this time of tragedy 
and loss, know that our citizens grieve with 
yours. Our hearts and prayers are with you, 
and we stand ready to offer assistance and 
our continued friendship as you mourn and 
recover. 

Sincerely, 
STEVE KING, 

Member of Congress. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ABIGAYIL CLARK 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I submit these 
remarks in honor of Abigayil Clark, a Bland 
County High School senior who has also been 
with the Bland Fire Department for a little 
more than two years. Remarkably, this young 
woman recently saved the life of a fellow fire-
fighter, Zeke Harman. 

The Bland County Messenger newspaper 
reports that around midnight on January 21, 
the two were among a group of firefighters re-
sponding to a fatal house fire. Harman began 
attacking the fire with the heavy fire hose, with 
Clark close behind. All of a sudden, Clark 
says, Harman abruptly turned off the hose be-
fore stumbling a few steps and falling directly 
into the fire. 

Clark attempted to help Harman out of the 
fire, but quickly realized he was not going to 
get up on his own. She then picked him up 
and carried him approximately 15 feet before 
taking off their masks. Upon doing so, she ob-
served that Harman was unconscious and not 
breathing. She was preparing to begin per-
forming CPR when Harman regained con-
sciousness. 

Harman and Clark then recognized they 
were close enough to the burning residence 
that, if it were to collapse, they both would be 
injured. Clark again picked up Harman and 
helped get them both to safety. 

‘‘If it wasn’t for her, I don’t know what I 
would have done, honestly,’’ Harman said. 
‘‘I’m grateful, very, very grateful.’’ 

The newspaper reports Harman’s tests at 
the Wythe County Community Hospital came 
back normal, and that both returned to running 
calls as members of the Bland County fire and 
rescue squads the very next day. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commending Abigayil Clark for her bravery 
in this situation. It is clear this young woman 
responded in fine fashion, and truly rose to the 
occasion. I thank her for her efforts, and also 
thank Zeke Harman, their fellow firefighters, 
and other emergency personnel for their im-
portant work to help keep safe those in their 
communities. 

f 

HONORING HARRISON COLBERT 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Harrison Colbert from 
Steelville, Missouri for earning the rank of 
Eagle Scout. The Eagle Scout Award is the 
highest honor attainable in Boy Scouts. Only a 
small percentage of Boy Scouts reach the 
level of Eagle Scout, which requires years of 
dedicated effort. 

Community service, leadership, and family 
values are the most important aspects of 
scouting, and are essential to becoming an 
Eagle Scout. After winning a difficult battle 
with cancer seven years ago, Harrison grew 
from this struggle into the exceptional young 
man he is today. He is a proud American, a 
helpful, honorable citizen, a strong Christian, 
and a leader by example. Harrison’s Eagle 
Scout project involved collecting photos of 
tombstones in the Steelville Cemetery and 
uploading them to an online data base, known 
as Billion Graves, accessible to the public so 
individuals could locate their loved ones. Prior 
to his project, the Steelville Cemetery had no 
records of who was buried where, or any list-
ing of the deceased whatsoever. Harrison’s 
contributions and commitment to the Steelville 
community have helped prepare him as a 
leader who will excel in his future collegiate 
and professional careers. 

It is my great pleasure to congratulate Har-
rison Colbert on his accomplishment of be-
coming an Eagle Scout before the U.S. House 
of Representatives. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF LEGISLATION 
TO EXPAND EMPLOYEE OWNER-
SHIP 

HON. DANA ROHRABACHER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Mr. Speaker, today 
Congressman COLLIN PETERSON and I intro-
duced legislation that will expand employee 
ownership throughout America. This legislation 
is a bold proposal that, if enacted, will put 
management and labor on the same side, thus 
fostering cooperation rather than conflict. 

President Jefferson recognized ownership of 
private property as the keystone of a free soci-
ety. Only a few decades after Jefferson’s pres-
idency, Abraham Lincoln pushed for, and Con-

gress delivered, the Homestead Act of 1862, 
which has proven to be one of the most im-
portant manifestations of Jefferson’s vision for 
broad-based ownership of property. More re-
cently, President Reagan supported employee 
stock ownership, labeling it ‘‘the next logical 
step . . . a path that benefits a free people.’’ 

The belief that all citizens should be able to 
acquire property and wealth made our country 
the envy of the world. This legislation is con-
sistent with the vision of our founding fathers 
because it empowers employees—not just a 
select few at the top of the management struc-
ture—to share in the development, success, 
and profits of a company. Our proposal would 
enhance accountability, productivity, and pros-
perity by making sure all employees—both in-
side and outside of management—keep an 
eye toward the long-term interests of their 
company. 

Our proposal would provide certain tax ben-
efits to employees who are recipients of a 
broad distribution of voting company stock, so 
long as that stock is held for a specified 
amount of time. Specifically, when an em-
ployer makes an across-the-board distribution 
of voting stock, the value of the grant would 
not be counted as an employee’s taxable in-
come, provided that the same number of 
shares is granted to every employee and the 
stock is held for five years. If held for ten 
years, employee stockholders can begin to 
sell or exchange a portion of their stock for 
other similarly-priced stock free of capital 
gains. Thus, after 20 years, the stock would 
be totally tax free. 

The provisions of this bill are carefully craft-
ed to allow for the empowerment of employ-
ees and the diversification of an employee’s 
portfolio. The phase-in of the capital-gains-free 
treatment is meant to ensure that the com-
pany stock will not simply be dumped all at 
once. 

One of the most important aspects of my bill 
is that it would, unlike traditional ESOPs, allow 
employees to directly own the stock granted to 
them, including all voting rights granted to any 
other normal stockholder. This would empower 
employees to exercise oversight of their man-
agers in an enlightened and responsible man-
ner, and create a spirit of corporate unity rath-
er than the adversarial labor-versus-manage-
ment environment that is all too pervasive in 
corporate America today. It also gives the 
American working people the chance to ben-
efit not just from physical and mental labor, 
but to profit from capital—from corporate in-
come, as well as their own time and energy. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in support of 
this legislation and let us lead the way forward 
to prosperity for millions of Americans in the 
years to come. 

f 

HONORING JUNE JESSEE 

HON. RODNEY DAVIS 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today in honor of June Jessee, the 
daughter of Matt and Genny Jessee who 
passed away earlier this month at the age of 
three. 

Soon after June was born, she was diag-
nosed with a catastrophic form of epilepsy 
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found in babies, causing her to have dozens 
of seizures a day and severely stunting her 
cognitive development. 

After learning of a promising new treatment 
therapy, that uses cannabidiol derived from 
marijuana, Matt and Genny became hopeful. 
The treatment, however, was not legal in their 
home state of Missouri and the Jessee family 
moved to Colorado. In the meantime, Matt 
took their family’s story to state lawmakers 
and last fall the state legalized cannabidiol for 
seizure patients and the family was able to 
move back home to Missouri. 

Currently, federal law prohibits the medical 
use of this treatment. I am supportive of fed-
eral legislation like the Charlotte’s Web Med-
ical Hemp Act, that would allow for cannabidiol 
therapy to become more accessible for chil-
dren like June. 

June’s story has brought to light the lack of 
treatment options for children who suffer from 
epileptic seizures, and she will be missed by 
many. I continue to keep the Jessee family in 
my thoughts and prayers and will continue to 
advocate for research into this important area. 

f 

ILLINOIS 18TH CONGRESSIONAL 
DISTRICT SERVICE ACADEMY 
NOMINEES 

HON. DARIN LaHOOD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today, I would 
like to proudly announce the service academy 
nominees for Illinois’ 18th congressional dis-
trict. 

Twenty-two remarkable individuals have 
been selected for admittance into the U.S. 
Military Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, or 
U.S. Air Force Academy. These young men 
and women have gone through a rigorous and 
competitive application process, making them 
the most impressive and outstanding group of 
individuals. This group gives me confidence in 
America’s future. 

I would like to thank the members of our se-
lection panel including veterans and commu-
nity leaders who volunteered their time, tal-
ents, and attention to this process. I would 
also like to thank the parents for raising these 
exceptional young adults. Finally, I would like 
to thank the nominees themselves for their 
dedication to serving this great nation. 

The Illinois 18th congressional district serv-
ice academy nominees are: 

Randy Meneweather II of Washington, IL, 
U.S. Air Force Academy; Matthew Helmich of 
Virginia, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy; Mason 
Pohlman of Jacksonville, IL, U.S. Air Force 
Academy; Joseph McCabe III of Morton, IL, 
U.S. Air Force Academy; Ashton Williams of 
Springfield, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy; Eric 
Betts of Camp Point, IL, U.S. Military Acad-
emy; Maximilian Rawls of Dunlap IL, U.S. Mili-
tary Academy; Jace Taliaferrero of Pleasant 
Hill, IL, U.S. Military Academy; Jacob Lowman 
of Nauvoo, IL, U.S. Military Academy; Elias 
Sanchez of Green Valley, IL, U.S. Military 
Academy; Bradley Novak of Brimfield, IL, U.S. 
Military Academy; Jeston Rademaker of 
Mapleton, IL, U.S. Military Academy; William 
Lucie of Basco, IL, U.S. Military Academy; 
Morgan Riley of Peoria, IL, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy; Jacob Armbrecht of Springfield, IL, U.S. 

Naval Academy; Nathaniel Fierstos of Spring-
field, IL, U.S. Naval Academy; Spencer Myers 
of Golden, IL, U.S. Naval Academy; Reed 
Groesch of Springfield, IL, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy; Tucker Schmidt of Petersburg, IL, U.S. 
Naval Academy; August Will of Hudson, IL, 
U.S. Naval Academy; Faith Kim of Wash-
ington, IL, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. 
Naval Academy; Kelsie Taylor of Pekin, IL, 
U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy, U.S. Military Academy. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE AND 
LEGACY OF HADLEY ROFF 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay trib-
ute to Hadley Roff, a proud San Franciscan, 
beloved friend, and deeply respected and be-
loved public servant, who passed away last 
month at the age of 85. 

Hadley was the hallmark of the era when re-
porters walked the beat in search of stories 
that touched the communities they served. 
Learning from and listening to citizens as a 
newspaper reporter informed Hadley’s public 
service career in San Francisco City Hall and 
in the Congress. 

As a Santa Cruz native, Hadley remained 
committed to the Bay Area throughout his life. 
After graduating from Stanford University in 
1954, Hadley became a journalist for the 
News, the Call Bulletin, and, later, the Exam-
iner. For Hadley, exercising freedom of the 
press was his first foray into a lifetime of pub-
lic service. 

In 1967, Hadley embarked on decades of 
service in San Francisco City Hall when he 
became Mayor Joe Alioto’s press secretary. 

A few years later, in 1970, Hadley moved to 
the nation’s capital where he served the peo-
ple of California working for Senator John 
Tunney of California. In 1972, Hadley worked 
on the presidential campaign of Senator Ed 
Muskie of Maine. Hadley also served as press 
secretary to the liberal lion, the late Senator 
Ted Kennedy. 

Hadley never lost his passion for improving 
the lives of Bay Area residents. In 1979, he 
returned to San Francisco to serve as deputy 
mayor to then-Mayor Dianne Feinstein. After 
nearly a decade of service to Mayor Feinstein, 
Hadley remained a fixture at City Hall during 
the Administrations of San Francisco Mayors 
Art Agnos and Frank Jordan. 

A true public servant, Hadley strived to meet 
the needs of local residents under four very 
different San Francisco mayors, with four very 
different personalities, and governing styles. 
Mayors called upon Hadley to confront chal-
lenges and create solutions while treating ev-
eryone with respect and dignity. 

He served as president of the San Fran-
cisco Fire Commission and Director of the San 
Francisco Urban Institute. He may have been 
the most popular and widely loved public fig-
ure in San Francisco over the past fifty years. 

We were all thrilled when Hadley’s dear 
friend, the late Susie Trommald, became his 
wife. Susie and Hadley shared a zest for life 
that inspired others to take notice. In their 30 
years of marriage, they brought joy and pleas-
ure to any gathering, and to their many 

friends. It was an honor for many of us to join 
Hadley in a celebration of Susie’s life after her 
passing. 

I hope it is a comfort to Hadley’s two sons, 
Jim and Tim, his devoted brother-in-law Elliott 
and his dearest friends that so many join them 
in mourning Hadley’s passing and celebrating 
his life. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,991,325,677,268.42. We’ve 
added $8,364,448,628,355.34 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ELISE M. STEFANIK 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Ms. STEFANIK. Mr. Speaker, on roll call 
No. 46, I was speaking with constituents and 
unintentionally missed the vote on roll call No. 
46, H.R. 2187, the Fair Investment Opportuni-
ties for Professional Experts Act. Had I been 
present I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. AUSTIN SCOTT 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. AUSTIN SCOTT of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, on Roll Call Number 46 on suspending the 
rules and passing H.R. 2187 the Fair Invest-
ment Opportunities for Professional Experts 
Act, I am not recorded because I was de-
tained. Had I been present, I would have 
voted yea. 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Number 47 on 
suspending the rules and passing H.R. 4168 
the Small Business Capital Formation En-
hancement Act, I am not recorded because I 
was detained. Had I been present, I would 
have voted yea. 

Mr. Speaker, on Roll Call Number 48 on or-
dering the Previous Question on H. Res. 
594—the rule providing for consideration of 
H.R. 3700—Housing Opportunity Through 
Modernization Act of 2015, I am not recorded 
because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted yea. 
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HONORING AMANDA WEINSTEIN 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Amanda Weinstein, a 
young student from my district who was re-
cently recognized for exemplary volunteer 
service. Amanda was named one of the top 
honorees in Florida by the 2016 Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards program, an an-
nual honor given to the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers throughout our Nation. 

Currently a senior at North Broward Pre-
paratory School, Amanda founded the ‘‘Family 
Central Teen Advisory Board’’ in 2013. Since 
then, she has encouraged fifty teens to share 
in her mission to assist the parent organization 
Family Central, a nonprofit that helps children 
and families in need. Amanda, who had been 
volunteering with Family Central for ten years, 
organizes toy, food, clothing and school sup-
ply drives, and has also created a tutoring and 
mentoring program. 

Among thousands of volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program, Amanda’s dedi-
cation and strive for excellence stood out as 
exceptional. I applaud Amanda for her initia-
tive in seeking to make our community a bet-
ter place to live. 

I happily congratulate Amanda and wish her 
the best of luck in her future academic and 
community pursuits. It is with great pleasure 
that I honor her, and I know that she will con-
tinue to inspire young South Floridians to live 
by her example. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF SAINT 
MARY’S COLLEGE OF CALI-
FORNIA MEN’S RUGBY TEAM 
FOR WINNING THE 2015 DIVISION 
1A RUGBY NATIONAL CHAMPION-
SHIP 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
along with Congressman SWALWELL to con-
gratulate the Saint Mary’s College Men’s 

Rugby team for winning the 2015 Division 1A 
Rugby National Championship on May 9, 2015 
in Atlanta, Georgia. 

In their quest for back-to-back national 
championships, the Saint Mary’s Gaels earned 
a spot in the national semifinal by defeating 
Utah University 72–26, and then defeated 
Davenport University by a score of 48–32 to 
reach the championship match. In a repeat of 
the 2014 Division 1A Rugby National Cham-
pionship, the second ranked Saint Mary’s 
Gaels defeated Life University by a score of 
30–24 to complete the defense of their na-
tional title. 

The Saint Mary’s College Rugby team has 
now reached the National Championship in 
three consecutive seasons and have earned 
the title of National Champion in back-to-back 
years. Saint Mary’s College is a distinguished 
California institute of higher education with 
academic and athletic traditions grounded in 
core Lasallian values that have found con-
sistent success both in the classroom and on 
the field. 

Congressman SWALWELL and I are proud 
that the 2015 Saint Mary’s College Men’s 
Rugby team members are distinguished by 
their commitment to the highest degree of 
scholarship, athleticism, and teamwork. The 
2015 Men’s Rugby team has represented their 
school honorably. 

At this time I, along with Congressman 
SWALWELL, would like to recognize the out-
standing achievement by the members of the 
2015 Men’s Rugby team: Roberto Arellano, 
Dylan Audsley, Alec Barton, Trey Boone, Alex 
Brewer, Jack Carso, Placido Castrejon, Billy 
Coen, Mason Colombo, Tony DeLaNuez, 
Dante DiMario, Nico Docolas, Jack Dowling, 
Alex Drake, Alejandro Duran, Michael Garrett, 
Henry Hall, Vili Helu, Xavier Hunter, Timothy 
Johnston, Patrick Keating, Cory Kroeger, 
Charles Loudon, Frank Maitia, Cooper Malo-
ney, Canon Marin, Gabriel Marin, Mike McCar-
thy, Chris McDonnel, Kingsley McGowan, 
Declan McNeice, Austen Middleton, Alec Mills, 
Nate Mills, Kevin O’Connor, Michael O’Neill, 
David Onyike, Ryan Pratt, Danilo Rapadas, 
Casey Reilly, Bradley Roberts, Kraig Roscoe, 
Nick Schlobohm, Paul Tiernan, Michael 
Tillson, Marcus Viscardi, Dino Walden, Peter 
Waldren, Thomas Wallace, Ethan Waller, An-
thony West, Cameron Wiggins, Holden 
Yungert, Francis X Vignoles. 

Congressman SWALLWELL and I would also 
like to recognize the coaches of the 2015 

Men’s Rugby team: Timothy O’Brien, John 
Everett, Mark Bass, Jon Straka and Athletic 
Trainer Shelley Taketa are highly skilled and 
dedicated to the success of the 2015 Saint 
Mary’s College Men’s Rugby team. 

I join with Congressman SWALWELL in invit-
ing our colleagues to join us in recognizing the 
members of Saint Mary’s College of California 
Men’s Rugby team, its coaches, fans, and ath-
letic department for winning the 2015 Division 
1A Rugby National Championship through 
their hard work, dedication, and athletic excel-
lence. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LINDA HORAN OF 
ALSTEAD, NEW HAMPSHIRE 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, February 12, 2016 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, today we honor 
Ms. Linda Horan, of Alstead, New Hampshire, 
a ‘‘tenacious labor leader’’ and an ‘‘advocate 
for the people.’’ I was deeply saddened to 
hear the tragic news that Ms. Horan lost her 
battle to cancer. My thoughts and prayers, 
along with those of the entire Granite State, 
are with Ms. Horan’s family and friends during 
this difficult time. 

Through her dedicated service as a social 
justice activist and advocate, she made her 
family, her state, and her nation proud. As her 
IBEW 2320 colleagues so eloquently summa-
rized, ‘‘Sister Horan will forever be in our 
hearts and her memory will live on in our spirit 
as we continue to fight for the rights of work-
ers and people everywhere in our attempt to 
channel her eternal drive for equality.’’ 

The greatest tribute we can provide for 
Linda Horan is to continue to remember her 
passion and drive, and to celebrate her life by 
combatting injustices. Her contributions will not 
be soon forgotten, as her beloved union’s 
scholarship fund now carries her name. Hope-
fully, this will inspire future generations to fol-
low in her footsteps and continue strength-
ening civic life in New Hampshire. We owe our 
deepest gratitude to Linda Horan for helping to 
make the Granite State a better place for us 
all to live. In responding to such tragedies, our 
community comes together and shows its ca-
pacity for resilience and strength. 
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