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When did that happen? When did it 

become more important to defend your 
President than to defend the Constitu-
tion? When did it become more impor-
tant to be a good Republican than to be 
a good Congressman? I argue we can 
still turn the tide on that, Mr. Speak-
er. 

Representative George Miller from 
California, ranking member of the Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee, 
which had jurisdiction over these 
issues in the House, said this: ‘‘Presi-
dent Obama’s recess appointments will 
guarantee both employers and employ-
ees will have a place to go to have their 
rights under the law protected and en-
forced.’’ 

Well, that would be true except that 
they were unconstitutionally ap-
pointed, and, thus, all of the decisions 
they rendered are now moot. No one is 
defending article I. Folks are defending 
their President instead. 

Senator HARRY REID: ‘‘Since Presi-
dent Obama took office, Senate Repub-
licans have done everything possible to 
deny qualified nominees from receiving 
a fair up-or-down vote. President 
Obama did the right thing when he 
made these appointments on behalf of 
American workers.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, at 9–0, the Supreme 
Court said: No. You did not do the 
right thing, Mr. President. In fact, you 
did exactly the wrong thing. In fact, it 
is unconstitutional what you did. You 
do not have the power to act in this 
way. And Democrat after Democrat 
after Democrat is defending him. 
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Now, Mr. Speaker, if I put up these 
same charts from the Bush administra-
tion, I would have Democrats saying 
the Bush administration overstepped 
its bounds, and Republican after Re-
publican after Republican would be de-
fending them. 

It has got to stop. It may be too late 
for this administration, Mr. Speaker. 
The lines in the sand may have already 
been dug so deep that we won’t be able 
to cross them, but here in this Presi-
dential primary season we have got to 
ask of our Presidential candidates: 
What are you first? Are you your own 
leader first? Are you a Republican or 
Democrat first? Or, are you the leader 
of the free world under the restrictions 
of article II first? 

Are you going to use your pen and 
your phone? Are you just going to go 
out there and get it done by yourself? 
Or, are you going to go sell your boss 
on the idea—your boss, being 300 mil-
lion Americans—and then are we going 
to bring ourselves together as a Nation 
to do these things one by one? 

Mr. Speaker, we have got to stop de-
fending or criticizing actions based on 
which party is involved in it. There is 
one rule book for this country. It is not 
the policy position of the Republican 
National Committee. It is not the pol-
icy position of the Democratic Na-
tional Committee. The one rule book in 
this country is the United States Con-

stitution, which says Congress writes 
the law and the President enforces it. 

We have got to expect more of our 
Presidents—not about the results that 
they get, but about the leadership they 
provide. Not the leadership to go 
around the law, but the leadership to 
change people’s minds and then change 
the law. 

We have got so much opportunity, 
Mr. Speaker. We have so much oppor-
tunity. The men and women that I 
have gotten to know in this Chamber 
would rather lose their seat tomor-
row—who cares about the election— 
and they want to make a difference for 
the country. Don’t tell me partisan 
gridlock has rendered self-governance 
impossible. 

Gridlock is the natural state of the 
constitutional government that our 
Founding Fathers created. We have to 
work with it, not around it, and we 
have to work with the American peo-
ple, changing hearts and minds, not 
going around the American people and 
having to rely on the Supreme Court to 
fix those mistakes. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 
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PROVIDING FOR A CONDITIONAL 
ADJOURNMENT OR RECESS OF 
THE SENATE AND AN ADJOURN-
MENT OF THE HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following privileged 
concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 31) 
providing for a conditional adjourn-
ment or recess of the Senate and an ad-
journment of the House of Representa-
tives. 

The Clerk read the concurrent reso-
lution, as follows: 

S. CON. RES. 31 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-
resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-
ate recesses or adjourns on any day from 
Thursday, February 11, 2016, through Satur-
day, February 20, 2016, on a motion offered 
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its 
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until 12:00 noon on Mon-
day, February 22, 2016, or such other time on 
that day as may be specified by its Majority 
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until the time of any re-
assembly pursuant to section 2 of this con-
current resolution, whichever occurs first; 
and that when the House adjourns on any 
legislative day from Friday, February 12, 
2016, through Tuesday, February 16, 2016, on 
a motion offered pursuant to this concurrent 
resolution by its Majority Leader or his des-
ignee, it stand adjourned until 2:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016, or until the time 
of any reassembly pursuant to section 3 of 
this concurrent resolution, whichever occurs 
first. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Majority Leader of the Sen-
ate or his designee, after concurrence with 
the Minority Leader of the Senate, shall no-
tify the Members of the Senate to reassem-
ble at such place and time as he may des-
ignate if, in his opinion, the public interest 
shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the Senate adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 

by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
Senate shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

SEC. 3. (a) The Speaker or his designee, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House, shall notify the Members of the 
House to reassemble at such place and time 
as he may designate if, in his opinion, the 
public interest shall warrant it. 

(b) After reassembling pursuant to sub-
section (a), when the House adjourns on a 
motion offered pursuant to this subsection 
by its Majority Leader or his designee, the 
House shall again stand adjourned pursuant 
to the first section of this concurrent resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
RATCLIFFE). Without objection, the 
concurrent resolution is concurred in. 

There was no objection. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
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PRESIDENT’S BUDGET PROPOSAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 6, 2015, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
GRAVES) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, earlier this week, the Presi-
dent submitted a budget request to the 
Congress. That budget request in-
creases spending by approximately $2.5 
trillion over the next 10 years. It raises 
taxes by $3.4 trillion over the next 10 
years. And I will say that again. It in-
creases spending by $2.5 trillion and 
raises taxes by $3.4 trillion over the 
next 10 years. 

This budget, like every other budget 
that has been submitted by this White 
House, does not ever come into bal-
ance. It never comes into balance. It 
stays in the red. In fact, under this 
budget, we will see a 13 percent struc-
tural shortfall in funding. The deficit 
would increase this fiscal year to $616 
billion. That is up from approximately 
$438 billion last year. Either number is 
unacceptable. 

Mr. Speaker, with the trajectory that 
we are on, by 2022, just the interest on 
the debt—let me be clear: just the in-
terest, not the principal—is going to 
result in us spending more money on 
paying that interest payment than we 
will spend on all of our defense spend-
ing in a year. 

I will say that again. We will spend 
more money just paying the interest 
payment on the debt—not dropping the 
principal—than we will spend on our 
entire defense budget in the year by 
2022, with the trajectory that we are 
on, increasing this Nation’s debt. 

The debt is going to be more than 
double what it was at the time this 
President took office. It is going to 
more than double by the time he leaves 
office. It currently exceeds $18 trillion. 
Yes, $18 trillion is our debt today. To 
break that down, that is approximately 
$155,000 per taxpayer. This isn’t Monop-
oly money. These are real repercus-
sions. 

Earlier this week, in this Chamber, I 
was able to host a seventh-grade class 
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