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HONORING THE VOCALESSENCE 
WITNESS PROGRAM 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the impact of VocalEssence, a Min-
neapolis-based vocal ensemble of inter-
national repute. Through their WITNESS pro-
gram, they have taught, performed alongside, 
and serenaded more than 155,000 students 
throughout the Twin Cities over 26 years. 

The WITNESS vision began in 1991 with 
one school and one teaching artist. It has 
since grown to more than 40 schools and 9 
teaching artists, impacting more than 5,000 
students annually. The program provides di-
verse role models and increased exposure to 
the arts through performances and classroom 
workshops. For many students, WITNESS is 
their first opportunity to receive professional 
training or perform at a major concert hall. The 
program celebrates the contributions of African 
Americans to choral music—a rich history that 
has led to collaborations with James Earl 
Jones, Rita Dove, Billy Taylor, and countless 
others. 

This year, WITNESS is hosting the More-
house College Glee Club. These young men 
from a Historically Black College are living 
proof of the world of possibility for students of 
color. Over 200 young men from six Twin Cit-
ies high schools will rehearse and perform 
alongside some of the brightest Black minds in 
our country. It is crucial that we celebrate 
Black culture; when we do, we must include 
Black youth at the helm. VocalEssence WIT-
NESS does just that. 

I commend VocalEssence for the WITNESS 
program’s success in educating, engaging and 
inspiring students in the Twin Cities. 
VocalEssence has given our community so 
much beauty through their music, and they 
continue to better our future through their top- 
notch community program WITNESS. I can’t 
wait to see what they accomplish in the future. 

f 

BRUCE DEMOLLI 

HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
call to your attention the outstanding achieve-
ments of Mr. Bruce DeMolli, who was being 
honored by the Murray Family and the New 
Jersey Department for Persons with Disabil-
ities at their 46th Annual Dinner Dance on 
Sunday, February 21, 2016. 

Bruce joined the Our Lady of the Highway 
Knights of Columbus Council 3835 in Little 
Falls, based at Our Lady of the Holy Angels 
Church in 1984 and has been an active mem-
ber ever since. He was installed as the N.J. 

Knights of Columbus State Deputy, becoming 
the state CEO of the Knights for the next two 
years. 

Bruce became a state officer 10 years ago 
when he was elected State Warden. He was 
instrumental in forming two new councils: An-
nunciation of the Blessed Virgin Mary Number 
11943 in Wayne, New Jersey and the Immac-
ulate Council Number 12211 in Clifton, New 
Jersey. 

From 2004–2006, Bruce served as the 
Chairman of the Paterson Federation Knights 
of Columbus. The Paterson Federation is a 
representation of the Councils in the counties 
of Morris, Passaic and Sussex. The Federa-
tion is dedicated to serving and providing all 
the councils within its boundaries the assist-
ance needed to help them excel in all areas 
of Columbianism. In recognition for his faithful 
service to his church and community, Bruce 
was honored by Pope Benedict XVI as a 
Knight of Saint Gregory. 

Bruce has been married to his wife, Anna, 
for more than 40 years and they have one 
daughter, Bree, and two grandchildren, Tyler 
and Maya. Bruce’s wife serves as director at 
Diocesan Catholic Charities’ La Vida Childcare 
Centers I & II in Paterson. 

The Murray House is a great organization 
which supports a cause that is near and dear 
to me and my wife Elsie. They are the longest 
running group home in the State of New Jer-
sey for adults with developmental disabilities. 
The fact that they have chosen to honor Bruce 
at their annual Dinner Dance is only fitting as 
he is a great servant in the cause of helping 
others. 

The job of a United States Congressman in-
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to recognizing and commemorating 
the achievements of dedicated individuals 
such as Bruce DeMolli. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join our col-
leagues, Bruce’s family, friends, and all those 
whose lives he has touched, and me, in rec-
ognizing his leadership, dedication, and loyalty 
to serving his community. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF J. BRAD 
JONES FOR HIS OUTSTANDING 
CAREER IN FEDERAL CIVILIAN 
SERVICE 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor J. Brad Jones, Director of Con-
tinuous Process Improvement at Tobyhanna 
Army Depot. Brad will be retiring on March 3, 
2016 after more than 37 years of service to 
the Department of the Army and Tobyhanna 
Army Depot. From the rank of first line super-
visor to his most recent service as a Senior 
Director, Brad has been a key member of 
Tobyhanna for decades. 

Over the course of his career, Brad has 
made significant contributions to Tobyhanna 

Army Depot. His insight and input made him 
a valued member of each core team that de-
veloped and implemented plans to reorganize 
and modernize the installation as it evolved. In 
1991, Brad was a member of the Department 
of Defense Study Team for the Consolidation 
of Ground Communications—Electronics, 
which established the foundation for pivotal 
Base Realignment and Closure (BRAC) deci-
sions in 1995. He developed the strategy and 
tactics to defend Tobyhanna from the threat of 
closure and resulted in the transfer of U.S. Air 
Force work from California to Tobyhanna. In 
2005, he was Team Leader of the Tobyhanna 
BRAC group, which resulted in the transfer of 
Navy and Marine Corps workload from two 
sites in California to Tobyhanna. Brad helped 
lead Tobyhanna’s effort that resulted in the 
award of seven Shingo medals for manufac-
turing excellence and the 2012 Department of 
Army Lean-Six Sigma Excellence Award. Brad 
was a team leader in attaining accreditation 
and the continued certification of Tobyhanna 
Army Depot under International Standards Or-
ganization 9001 for Quality, as well as under 
Aerospace Standards 9100/9110. These 
standards of excellence helped Tobyhanna 
maintain its competitive edge. 

Brad was also known for his interpersonal 
skills with employees, labor officials, and man-
agers. As Director of Personnel and Chief of 
Management Employee Relations, he was 
able to streamline processes and cut red tape. 
As Depot Operations Officer and Chief of 
Staff, he ensured success of the day-to-day 
mission and base support operations of the 
depot, while coordinating the administrative 
actions of the Tobyhanna Army Depot Com-
mand Group and Headquarters. 

It is an honor to recognize J. Brad Jones for 
such an extraordinary career. I am grateful for 
all of his efforts for the sake of our nation’s 
military. I wish him the best, and may he enjoy 
a long and fulfilling retirement. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. JULIA AARON 
HUMBLES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of Mrs. Julia Aaron Humbles, who 
gave of herself in order for others to stand; 
and 

Whereas, her dedicated service is present 
in New Orleans, Louisiana and Metropolitan 
Atlanta, for all to see her as an unwavering 
advocate of justice for the youth, the elderly, 
the poor and the downtrodden; and 

Whereas, this remarkable, positive woman 
with a beautiful smile gave of herself, her time 
and her talent; never asking for fame or for-
tune but only to uplift those in need; and 

Whereas, she led by example from behind 
the scenes, and was on the frontline for our 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:30 Feb 24, 2016 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 0626 Sfmt 9920 E:\CR\FM\K23FE8.001 E23FEPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

4S
P

T
V

N
1P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 R

E
M

A
R

K
S



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE184 February 23, 2016 
nation; she was an original Freedom Rider in 
the 1960s, an active member of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP), a member of the Congress 
of Racial Equality (CORE), a Goodwill Ambas-
sador for her community, a charter member of 
her beloved church, New Beginning Full Gos-
pel Baptist Church of Decatur, Georgia, and 

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman 
was a mother, a grandmother, a great-grand-
mother, a wife, a daughter, a friend, a warrior, 
a matriarch, and a woman of great integrity; 
and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to bestow a Congressional recognition on 
Mrs. Julia Aaron Humbles for her leadership, 
friendship and service to all of the citizens in 
Georgia and throughout the Nation; now there-
fore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do 
hereby attest to the 114th Congress that Mrs. 
Julia Aaron Humbles of DeKalb County, Geor-
gia is deemed worthy and deserving of this 
‘‘Congressional Honor’’: Mrs. Julia Aaron 
Humbles, U.S. Citizen of Distinction in the 4th 
Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 6th day of February, 2016. 

f 

ANNIVERSARY OF THE CHAPEL 
HILL SHOOTING 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, today marks 
one year since three young Americans were 
killed for their faith. 

On February 10th, 2015, Deah Barakat, 
Yusor Abu-Salha, and Razan Abu-Salha were 
murdered in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. They 
were shot and killed because they were Mus-
lim. 

Yusor was a graduate of North Carolina 
State University and planned on enrolling at 
the UNC Chapel Hill School of Dentistry, 
where her husband, Deah, was studying to 
become a dentist. Razan, Yusor’s sister, was 
a student at NCSU as well. She was only 19 
years old. 

These murders break my heart. They should 
be heartbreaking to every American. 

The tragedy in Chapel Hill shows us the 
stark reality of anti-Muslim bigotry: hate 
speech and scapegoating has real life con-
sequences. Children are bullied in schools, 
houses of worship are vandalized, and people 
are killed for the way they dress or how they 
pray. 

Candidates for public office, public officials, 
and leaders are spewing hatred against Amer-
ican Muslims, calling for Muslim refugees to 
be banned from entering the country, or for 
Muslims living here—including some that were 
born and raised as American—should carry ID 
cards or register their names in a database. 
This type of rhetoric is why our young children 
are afraid to go to school and why people are 
being killed because of how they look or how 
they pray. 

After the murder, some people in the press 
argued that it was over a parking dispute. I’m 
reminded of what Deah’s brother, Farris, said: 

‘‘I can only accept Deah, Yusor, and Razan’s 
murders as being over a parking dispute, if 
Rosa Parks’s struggle was over a bus seat.’’ 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF BUNNY STEINMAN 

HON. PATRICK MURPHY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. MURPHY of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life and legacy of Bunny 
Steinman. Bunny was a unique and wonderful 
soul. Hardworking, fierce, and warm-hearted, 
she was a pillar of the Florida Democratic 
Party. Her energy was contagious and if I had 
to pick one word to describe her, I think 
‘‘sparkplug’’ would be most fitting. 

She wanted all Democrats to work hard— 
and led by being an outstanding example, with 
strength and a big heart. And those who 
worked with her like I did knew that she would 
never hesitate to let someone know if she saw 
them slacking. She pushed everyone to do 
their best out of love—because she knew 
that’s what our party deserved. 

We are all going to miss her—not just her 
leadership in our party, but also her spirit that 
encouraged us all to do more for our commu-
nity and our party. Her contributions to cre-
ating a better world for others will last forever. 

Bunny took so many people under her wing, 
and I am honored to be one of them. And it 
is through all of us that her memory lives on. 
Our community, the state of Florida, and our 
nation are better because of Bunny, as are the 
lives of countless individuals who knew her. I 
know that is true for me. I would not be where 
I am or who I am today without her support. 

Mr. Speaker, Bunny was a patriot who loved 
our country, and I was proud to call her my 
friend. Bunny, may the road rise up to meet 
you. You will be missed. 

f 

LARGER THAN LIFE IN MEMORY 
OF JUSTICE ANTONIN SCALIA 

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
memory and in sorrow of the passing of Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia, who was truly larger than 
life. He will go down in history as one of 
America’s greatest Supreme Court Justices. 
He was a champion for freedom and the Con-
stitution, a great family man and a devout man 
of faith. I submit this poem penned in his 
honor by Albert Carey Caswell. 
Larger, 
larger than life 
America’s son, 
oh so very bright 
Antonin, 
for all of America you held the night 
As you stood with all of our best in Amer-

ica’s light 
Same as all of our Forefathers in sight 
Who shone in liberty’s sheen so very bright 
Of something which gleams into the night 

Of this our most beloved document seen of 
this sight 

Who’d the United States Constitution recite 
Which built this country, 
not out of luck or by circumstance 
But by the bedrock upon which all of us have 

advanced 
The very foundation upon which all of our 

freedoms so stand 
Of such consequence through the decades 

which commands 
To whether all of the storms, 
and battle all of tyranny in all of its forms 
For no other Nation in this entire world, 
has had such freedoms upon its citizens un-

furled 
For you Justice Scalia, 
were but the guardian for all of our children 

and their future world 
And even your detractors knew you were 

larger than life, 
while upon you their arguments they hurled 
As you stood there with sword in hand 
With your pen, your wit, your charm, and 

your mind to take command 
All so freedom could stand 
For you had the gift, 
of all of your opponents respect and love as 

so was this 
If only we had more men like you in this 

world, 
who against such divisiveness could rise 

above like a pearl, 
then we’d have such the bliss 
And your greatest love of all, 
was that of your magnificent family we saw 
Of what you left behind, 
to spread out through time 
Your seeds of love to remind, 
that the gift of love and life are oh so very 

divine 
And just like our Forefathers you were a 

true man of God 
For the freedom to worship they stepped 

upon this very sod 
No other country across the world, 
has so been formed out of God 
And your two greatest reads, 
The Bible and The Constitution brought to 

your soul such glee 
To arm you in the battle for all you would 

need 
Now Marshall and all of the greats, 
have another equal for history to so con-

template 
Brilliant, Brilliant, Brilliant you were my 

son in so many ways 
Your written opinions and quest for justice, 
disarmed all of those arguments and held 

them at bey 
Indeed it’s a very sad day 
For America’s loss, 
comes at such a high cost 
Because such men like you Antonin are larg-

er than life, 
and keep all of our freedom’s burning bright 
As our world just got little bit darker this 

night 
We pray that America too will follow your 

light 
Supreme, 
at the top, 
as into the future upon lips of lawyers and 

law students, 
your name shall never stop 
Rest 
Rest my son 
Rise up to heaven Antonin where you so be-

long 
As an Angel in The Army of our Lord so very 

strong 
To watch over us you American song 
And larger than life, 
and your memory will ever live on 
God Bless you America’s son, 
as you did her the day you were born 
Amen 
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A MEMORIAL TRIBUTE TO 

BARBARA SYKES 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the memory of Barbara Sykes, of Bur-
bank, California, an accomplished volunteer 
and community leader who passed away on 
Thursday, February 11, 2016. 

Born in 1960, Barbara grew up in Toluca 
Lake, California. Barbara married Dave 
Golonski and they raised their three children in 
Burbank, where she and her husband became 
deeply involved in their community. 

Barbara was active in various charitable or-
ganizations, before, during and after Dave’s 
service on the Burbank City Council. Gen-
erous with their time and resources, Barbara 
and Dave frequently hosted events at their 
home for several organizations that raised 
money for both local causes and others in 
need—I always looked forward to their annual 
holiday party that benefitted the Burbank Co-
ordinating Council, Five Acres, the El Faro 
and Hacienda Orphanages of Tijuana, Mexico 
and the Kids International Foundation, of 
which Barbara was a founding member. 

Ms. Sykes had a passion for charities that 
benefitted children, and to that end, she was 
a founding board member of the Boys & Girls 
Club of Burbank and the Greater East Valley, 
an organization that she was steadfastly dedi-
cated to and active in for over twenty years. 
Ms. Sykes was a longtime volunteer with the 
Family Service Agency of Burbank and the 
Burbank Coordinating Council, where she 
served as one of the key organizers for their 
holiday basket program, and created the coun-
cil’s ‘‘Coins for Campers’’ program. In addition, 
Barbara raised funds for the Condor Squad-
ron, founded by her father, Richard T. Sykes, 
a local organization of aviation enthusiasts 
which flies World War II and other military air-
planes in formation over veterans’ events, me-
morial ceremonies and parades throughout the 
region. 

Barbara is survived by her mother, JoAnn 
Sykes, husband, Dave Golonski, children, 
Randi, Russell and John, son-in-law, Nathan 
Lowery, grandchildren, Grant and JoAnn, and 
her brothers and sisters, Edmond, Jeanne, 
Carol, Gene, Richard, John and Mary. 

Barbara is an irreplaceable member of the 
Burbank community, and her loss will be 
deeply felt by the many people whose lives 
she touched. I ask all Members to join me in 
remembering one of Burbank’s most beloved 
citizens, Barbara Sykes. 

f 

HONORING THE RECIPIENT OF 
NASA’S SMALL BUSINESS SUB-
CONTRACTOR EXCELLENCE 
AWARD: ARCATA ASSOCIATES, 
INC. 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Tim Wong and Arcata Associates, Inc., 
for receiving the Small Business Subcontractor 

Excellence Award as part of NASA’s 2015 
Small Business Industry Awards. 

Under President and CEO Tim Wong’s lead-
ership, Arcata has received a NASA Small 
Business Industry Award five times since the 
program began eight years ago. By delivering 
outstanding support, along with on schedule 
and on budget results year after year, Arcata 
has made itself the model for small business 
success in Las Vegas. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to congratulate 
Tim and all of the Arcata employees for being 
awarded the Small Business Subcontractor 
Excellence Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAYOR JAMES 
THOMAS, JR. 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize former mayor of Hinesville, 
James Thomas, Jr., for his exceptional job as 
mayor as well as his endless support for our 
nation’s military. 

Elected mayor in 2007, Mr. Thomas has 
dedicated his life to public service. With a 
graduate degree in Business Management 
from Central Michigan University and a grad-
uate degree in Public Administration from 
Georgia Southern University, he has served 
the city of Hinesville and Liberty County for 
nearly 30 years. 

Prior to being elected mayor, Mr. Thomas 
was a military officer and a Department of De-
fense civil servant where he worked as a liai-
son between Fort Stewart, Liberty County, and 
the City of Hinesville. In addition, he used his 
skills as a trained Engineering Project Man-
ager to oversee the construction of ‘‘Warriors 
Walk,’’ a memorial to fallen soldiers and civil-
ians at Fort Stewart. 

Mayor Thomas has also contributed to the 
prosperity of Hinesville and Liberty County 
through his numerous public service positions. 
He was Chairman of the Liberty County Plan-
ning Commission, member of the Liberty 
County Hospital Authority, Hinesville Architec-
tural Review Board, and the Hinesville Military 
Affairs Committee. 

His remarkable dedication and leadership to 
Hinesville will truly be missed. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DR. SUSAN GORDON 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Susan Gordon, a nationally rec-
ognized pediatrician, teacher, and equal rights 
advocate from Pomona, New York, who 
passed away January 25. 

Dr. Gordon opened her pediatric office in 
Haverstraw, New York after graduating from 
Howard University College of Medicine in 
Washington, D.C. In 1958 she started a 25- 
year career as an associate professor of pedi-
atrics, first at New York Medical College and 
then at Columbia University’s College of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons. Dr. Gordon served as a 

member of the National Panel on the Meas-
urement of the Program Effects of Head Start 
and a member of the Board of Trustees of 
Nyack Hospital. Dr. Gordon was also a mem-
ber and past president of the board at the 
Lexington School for the Deaf, and the 
School’s Health Center was named in her 
honor. 

Dr. Gordon and her husband, Dr. Edmund 
W. Gordon, were champions for equal edu-
cational opportunity, working with a small 
group of concerned citizens in the late 50’s 
and 60’s to integrate the schools in the East 
Ramapo Central School District. Dr. Gordon 
was very active in the PTA and later was 
elected a member of the East Ramapo Central 
School District Board of Education, where she 
was elected and served as President for three 
years. The Drs. Gordon combined their med-
ical and educational knowledge and talents to 
found the Harriet Tubman Child Health and 
Guidance Clinic in Harlem in the 1950’s, and 
helped establish the Psycho-Educational Diag-
nostic Clinic for children at Columbia Pres-
byterian Medical Center (referred to as the 
Ambulatory Pediatrics Division). 

In addition to her work in medicine and edu-
cation, Dr. Gordon devoted her time and tal-
ents to serving the Rockland County commu-
nity, and her accomplishments brought her 
well-deserved recognition. Dr. Gordon was a 
long-standing board member and served as 
President of the Martin Luther King Multi-Pur-
pose Center Board of Trustees, and on Janu-
ary 22, 2000, the classrooms and computer 
center at the Martin Luther King Multi-Purpose 
Center were dedicated as the Susan G. Gor-
don, M.D. Education Corridor. She was also 
one of three women recognized at the African 
American Chamber of Commerce of West-
chester & Rockland Counties, Inc.’s 2000 
Women’s History Month luncheon. Dr. Gordon 
was the recipient of the 1999 ‘‘Children’s 
Champion Award,’’ given by the Early Child 
Consortium of Rockland County, and in 2006 
was inducted, along with her husband, into the 
Rockland County Civil Rights Hall of Fame. 

Most recently, the Drs. Gordon founded 
Gordon and Gordon Associates in Human De-
velopment, and their children established the 
CEJJES Institute and Library in Pomona to 
continue their parents’ life work in the pro-
motion of social justice, particularly as it per-
tains to health, education, and the environ-
mental and material well being of marginalized 
communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to recognize the 
many outstanding accomplishments of my 
constituent, Dr. Susan Gordon. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in honoring her exceptional 
life. 

f 

HONORING A TRUE BEHIND-THE- 
SCENES HERO: LORI HENRICKSEN 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
honor Lori Henricksen, an instructor at the 
Veterans Tribute Career and Technical Acad-
emy, for her dedication and tremendous con-
tributions toward educating Nevada’s students 
about career opportunities in emergency tele-
communications. As a former 9–1–1 Emer-
gency Communications Dispatcher and Law 
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Enforcement and Fire Dispatcher, Lori under-
stands what it takes to help individuals in 
times of crisis and how to succeed in this field. 
I am grateful to have educators like Lori who 
can bring a wealth of knowledge and real 
world experience to teach our students. Lori is 
truly making a positive impact in our students 
by encouraging tomorrow’s future leaders to 
take on these lifesaving roles for the better-
ment of our communities. I join all Nevadans 
in saying thank you for your mentorship to our 
students and for your passion for building up 
the next generation of emergency dispatchers, 
our behind-the-scenes heroes. Mr. Speaker, I 
commend Lori on her outstanding service to 
educating Nevada’s students and for the years 
she has devoted to responding to the emer-
gencies of our families. I am confident that 
Lori’s hard work will continue to benefit our 
communities for many years to come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MR. RAYMOND C. 
RINALDI FOR HIS CONTRIBU-
TIONS TO OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. LOU BARLETTA 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BARLETTA. Mr. Speaker, it is my honor 
to recognize Mr. Raymond C. Rinaldi for his 
innumerable contributions to the constituents 
of my district and surrounding communities 
through his work with the Ronald McDonald 
House of Scranton. As a distinguished attor-
ney in the region, he has consistently exempli-
fied the partnership between private enterprise 
and community engagement in northeastern 
Pennsylvania. 

Admitted to the bar in 1965 and establishing 
his legal practice in 1972, Raymond has 
worked tirelessly to establish a firm distin-
guished by its principles. Through hard work, 
client loyalty, confidentiality, and strict ethics, 
Rinaldi & Poveromo, P.C. has become the 
symbol of client-focused legal services. 

Raymond’s defining contribution to the com-
munity began nearly three decades ago when 
he embarked on a project with consequences 
no one could have foreseen. After being ap-
proached by Albert and Carol Mueller about 
the idea of opening a local Ronald McDonald 
House in Scranton, personal experience in-
spired him to engage in this important under-
taking. Raymond and his wife Rosemarie dealt 
with medical issues after the birth of one of 
their sons, and encountering firsthand the dif-
ficulties parents encounter while seeing their 
child undergo medical treatment, it was appar-
ent that assisting in the implementation of this 
project was nothing more than a selfless duty. 

Providing a ‘‘home-away-from-home’’ so 
families can stay close to their hospitalized 
children at no cost, the Ronald McDonald 
House of Scranton has assisted thousands of 
families in the area with food and lodging 
while caring for a loved one. Raymond’s hum-
ble duty turned out to be a lifelong passion as 
he served on the organization’s board of direc-
tors for nearly three decades, and continues to 
provide pro-bono legal services to this day. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to recognize Mr. 
Raymond C. Rinaldi for his continued service 
to the community, as he has promoted an at-
mosphere where families can face the weight 
of medical emergencies together. His selfless 

dedication has impacted countless lives and I 
express my deepest gratitude for his service 
with the hope that Raymond’s work will con-
tinue to be the gold standard of service to the 
community. 

f 

IN HONOR OF LEESBURG CHIEF OF 
POLICE, JOSEPH PRICE 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor my constituent, Lees-
burg Chief of Police Joseph Price. Chief Price 
will retire on March 1st after serving as the 
Leesburg Chief of Police for 16 years. Chief 
Price has worked in law enforcement for over 
40 years, serving in the Montgomery County 
Maryland Police Department for 25 years and 
in the U.S. Army Reserve, retiring as a Lt. 
Colonel. Under his leadership, the Leesburg 
Police Department has become an award win-
ning organization focused on positive inter-
actions and community policing. While serving 
a population that has nearly doubled in size, 
the department earned its first accreditation 
from the Virginia Department of Criminal Jus-
tice Services in 2006, and was subsequently 
reaccredited in 2010 and 2014. In 2015 the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
and Motorola awarded the Webber-Seavey 
Award for Quality in Law Enforcement to the 
Leesburg Police Department in recognition of 
their success in improving quality in law en-
forcement through innovative projects. Need-
less to say, Chief Price’s leadership has 
served a crucial role in the growth and suc-
cess of the Leesburg Police Department. 

Chief Price earned his Bachelor of Science 
degree from the University of Scranton, and 
an MBA from the American University in 
Washington, DC. He is also a graduate of the 
FBI National Academy and Police Executive 
Research Forum’s (PERF) Senior Manage-
ment Institute for Police. He currently chairs 
the Northern Virginia Chiefs and Sheriffs 
Group. Aside from his dedication to our com-
munity, Price is an active member of the Ro-
tary Club of Leesburg. He is the devoted hus-
band of his wife, Lori, and has three children 
and three grandchildren. I wish to commend 
Chief Price for faithfully serving the Town of 
Leesburg, Commonwealth of Virginia, and en-
suring the continued safety of Virginia’s 10th 
District. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. BILL 
BLAKE 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Bill Blake, who passed away January 
10, 2016 surrounded by his friends and loved 
ones. He was 65. 

Bill was born and raised in Merced. As a 
young man he worked on farms until joining 
the Merced Sheriff’s Office in 1971 at the age 
of 21. Bill served eight sheriffs over a 38 year 
period, working all across Merced County in-

cluding Los Banos and the surrounding West 
Side. 

In 2003 Bill was named undersheriff by 
newly elected Sheriff Mark Pazin; who de-
scribed Blake as an excellent undersheriff, a 
great friend, and ‘‘a tough, no-nonsense guy: 
never afraid to mix it up with anybody or to tell 
anybody what he thought . . . we could dis-
agree on things and he was never shy about 
letting me know his thoughts; but in the end, 
he never, ever held a grudge’’. 

Current Merced County Sheriff Verne 
Warnke, who met Blake in the 1970s, echoed 
that sentiment: ‘‘He taught me that you could 
take care of business and move on without 
any grudge whatsoever’’. Warnke credits 
Blake, and his manner of dealing with people, 
as a strong influence on him. 

Former Sheriff Tom Cavallero’s first super-
visor in the Merced County Sheriff’s depart-
ment was Bill Blake, whom he described as 
being ‘‘without a doubt the single most influen-
tial person I’ve known in my whole career’’. 
Blake retired from law enforcement in 2009 
after winning election to the Merced City 
Council, where he served two terms. 

Blake is survived by numerous grand-
children and his three children Billy, Tiffany, 
and Kevin; who followed in his father’s foot-
steps as a sergeant in the Sheriff’s Office and 
current Merced City Councilmember. Bill will 
be remembered for his accomplishments as a 
family man and a public servant who leaves 
behind a proud legacy of fighting for public 
safety and social justice. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me on this day in a moment of silence in 
memory of the life and service of Bill Blake. 
The contributions that he gave throughout his 
life have, and will continue to have, a lasting 
impression on the fabric of Merced. He will be 
missed by many, more than he’ll ever know. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 10TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF BAND OF BROTHERS 
BIBLE STUDY 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to celebrate the tenth anniversary of the 
Band of Brothers Bible Study in Garden City 
and Savannah, Georgia. 

Ten years ago, Pastor Kenny Grant and five 
others started a support group for all walks of 
life to study God’s word and help each other 
grow as Christians. Today, Band of Brothers 
has over two hundred in attendance each Fri-
day morning at the Garden City First Baptist 
Church as well as six hundred and fifty individ-
uals receiving weekly videos, in case they 
miss a meeting. 

Meetings every Friday morning have be-
come a safe place for many to discuss issues 
in their life and to study more about the Bible 
and themselves in front of men who have be-
come, for many, a second family. 

Since its beginning, I have had the privilege 
to be a regular member of the Band of Broth-
ers Bible Study, enjoying others’ company, lis-
tening to inspirational music, and through the 
Bible, growing a Christian community with 
men that I now call my friends. I want to con-
gratulate Band of Brothers on their achieve-
ments and wish them continued success in 
the Garden City and Savannah Communities. 
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HONORING MARGARET RESNICK 

AS ILLINOIS PARKS AND RECRE-
ATION ASSOCIATION’S PROFES-
SIONAL OF THE YEAR 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Illinois Parks and Recreation Asso-
ciation’s Professional of the Year, Margaret 
Resnick. The award is given to professionals 
working in parks and recreation who have had 
an impact on their communities. Margaret 
works with other civic leaders to provide cost- 
effective services for the community. 

Since 2007, Margaret has led the Mundelein 
Parks and Recreation District as director. Her 
smart financial management and search for al-
ternative funding and grants has allowed the 
Park District to thrive. Margaret has brought 
innovation and technological improvements to 
the programs and services in Mundelein. Due 
to her efforts, parks have expanded, and par-
ticipation has increased. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret Resnick is an inspir-
ing community leader who has been creative 
and practical in providing parks and recreation 
services to the residents of Mundelein, Illinois. 
I am proud to celebrate her as the Profes-
sional of the Year and look forward to her con-
tinued service and leadership in the commu-
nity. 

f 

HONORING JAHNAVI MURTHY OF 
SOUTH RIDING 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to congratulate and honor Jahnavi Murthy of 
South Riding, a young student from my district 
who has achieved national recognition for ex-
emplary volunteer service in her community. 
The 2016 Prudential Spirit of Community 
Awards program, an annual honor conferred 
on the most impressive student volunteers in 
each state and the District of Columbia, has 
named Ms. Murthy as one of their top hon-
orees in Virginia. 

Ms. Murthy has earned recognition for her 
input in co-funding an organization with her 
brother called, ‘‘Feed Hungry People.’’ After 
her work to begin this organization, ‘‘Feed 
Hungry People’’ has been able to raise 
$24,000. Each month, this organization sends 
nonperishable meal packs to impoverished 
areas including Zambia, Panama, Haiti and 
the Philippines. 

It is vital that we encourage the kind of self-
less contribution this young citizen has made. 
People of all ages need to think more about 
how we, as individuals, can work together at 
the local level to ensure the health and vitality 
of our towns and neighborhoods. Young vol-
unteers like Ms. Murthy are inspiring examples 
to all of us. 

The Prudential Spirit of Community Awards 
was created by Prudential Financial in partner-
ship with the National Association of Sec-
ondary School Principals in 1995 to impress 
upon all youth volunteers the importance of 

their contributions and to inspire other young 
people to follow their example. 

I heartily applaud Ms. Murthy for her initia-
tive in seeking to make our community a bet-
ter place to live, and for the positive impact 
she has had on the lives of others. Her ac-
tions show that young Americans can—and 
do—play important roles in our communities, 
and that America’s community spirit continues 
to hold tremendous promise for the future. 

f 

HONORING SERGEANT MARCUS 
WRIGHT 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable law en-
forcer, Sergeant Marcus Wright of Byram, Mis-
sissippi. 

Sergeant Wright grew up in Morton, Mis-
sissippi. He graduated from Morton High 
School in 1994. He moved to Jackson, Mis-
sissippi and began his law enforcement career 
by attending the Jackson Police Training 
Academy from which he graduated with hon-
ors in 2001. After graduation, he continued 
with JPD as a Patrolman, was promoted to 
Detective in 2003 and began work in the Vice 
and Narcotics Unit. In 2004, he completed his 
training with the Federal Bureau of Investiga-
tion to become a Crisis/Hostage Negotiator. In 
2005 he was selected to be part of the Dig-
nitary Protection Team that protected the 
Mayor of the City of Jackson, Mississippi. 
Since 2011, he has proudly served with the 
Hinds County Sheriff’s Office as a Sergeant, 
head of the Internal Affairs Division and now 
in the Patrol Division. Sergeant Wright has re-
ceived extensive training during his career and 
has been awarded several commendations for 
his outstanding performance and dedication in 
the line of duty, and most recently receiving 
the Officer of the Year Award for 2014. He 
also serves as a Master Mason in the New 
Home Masonic Lodge Number 261. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Sergeant Marcus Wright for his 
dedication to serving our great state of Mis-
sissippi. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WENDY 
MACKENZIE 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to recognize Wendy Mac-
kenzie, who has dedicated much of her pro-
fessional life to supporting women’s right to 
choose and electing more pro-choice women 
to office. Tonight she is being honored for her 
work by Eleanor’s Legacy, an extraordinary or-
ganization that is dedicated to electing pro- 
choice Democratic women in New York State. 
Her commitment, enthusiasm, and generous 
use of personal resources have helped count-
less women candidates succeed. She has 
helped women break barriers, persevere and 
make a difference. 

Ms. Mackenzie is a public affairs and public 
relations consultant. In this role, she has 
worked with clients as diverse as Chemical 
Bank, community development groups, arts or-
ganizations, and Planned Parenthood. 

Ms. Mackenzie serves as Executive Director 
of New York ChoicePac, a bi-partisan pro- 
choice committee for New York State, which 
has distributed over a quarter of a million dol-
lars to over 70 candidates in less than 10 
years. 

For almost ten years, Ms. Mackenzie head-
ed the New York office for the non-partisan 
Women’s Campaign Fund (WCF), which 
works to elect women who are dedicated to 
working together and forging solutions. WCF 
supports candidates running at every level, 
from the school board to Congress. For two 
years she served as National Co-Chair for 
WCF. Currently, she is Co-Chair of WCF’s 
Women’s Campaign Research Fund. 

Ms. Mackenzie currently serves as a Vice- 
Chair of the Board of Planned Parenthood of 
New York City (PPNYC), and Chair of 
PPNYC’s Public Affairs Committee. She joined 
the board in 1991 and served as Board Chair 
from 1998–2000. 

Ms. Mackenzie is also a member of the Ad-
visory Committee of the New York Women’s 
Foundation. She also serves on the Board of 
Advocates for the Citizens’ Committee for 
Children of New York and on the board of 
Family Planning Advocates in Albany. Ms. 
Mackenzie has also worked with Family Plan-
ning Advocates NARAL Pro-Choice America 
and the NARAL Pro-Choice America Founda-
tion. Ms. Mackenzie is a Director at the Vira 
I. Heinz Endowment, which supports a wide 
variety of organizations devoted to arts and 
culture; children, youth and families; economic 
opportunity; education; and the environment. 

Born in London, Ms. Mackenzie graduated 
from Radcliffe College in 1955, attended Car-
negie Tech (now Carnegie Mellon) Drama 
School, and studied anthropology at Columbia 
University. While bringing up her two children, 
she worked in the theatre as an actress, exec-
utive assistant and casting director. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating the extraordinary work of Wendy 
Mackenzie, a New York woman who makes a 
difference. 

f 

HONORING ANNABELLE SCOUT 
GUNASEKARA 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, I am happy to 
congratulate my Chief of Staff, Surya 
Gunasekara and his wife Mandy, on the birth 
of their daughter, Annabelle Scout 
Gunasekara. She was born at 11:16 a.m., on 
February 18, 2016 in Washington, DC. I would 
also like to congratulate their son, Rico 
Rhyder Gunasekara, on becoming a big broth-
er who welcomed his baby sister to the world 
with an enthusiastic Ole Miss cheer, ‘‘Hotty 
Toddy.’’ 

Annabelle Scout is 8 pounds and 3 ounces 
of pride and joy to her loving grandparents, 
Ada and Michael McGrevey of Decatur, Mis-
sissippi, and Brett and Susanne Conrad of 
Santa Monica, California. 
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I am so excited for this new blessing to the 

Gunasekara family and wish them all the best 
on their future endeavors. 

f 

IN HONOR OF ELAINE MCCONNELL 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize and honor the life of my friend, 
Elaine McConnell. Elaine led a life of public 
service and dedicated her career to serving 
others in our community. Elaine is a Jackson-
ville, Florida native, but first moved to Fairfax 
County in 1961. Shortly thereafter, she took 
an interest in public service and safety. Elaine 
served as Springfield District Supervisor for 24 
years and championed the construction of the 
world class McConnell Public Safety Transpor-
tation and Operations Center. She was a 
staunch advocate of transportation initiatives 
and went on to serve as the Chair of the 
Northern Virginia Transportation Board. Many 
know her as the ‘‘mother’’ of the Virginia Rail-
way Express because of her leadership as a 
founding board member. VRE serves an aver-
age of 20,000 riders per day and may not 
exist without Elaine’s lifelong dedication to 
transportation infrastructure in the region. Most 
recently, Elaine served on the Metropolitan 
Washington Airports Authority Board as an ap-
pointee of Governor McDonnell. 

Beyond her involvement in transportation 
initiatives, Elaine was the founder and CEO of 
Accotink Academy, an education center which 
serves children with learning disabilities 
throughout the region. She gained national ac-
claim for her study and work of handwriting 
and math disorders. The school has grown to 
400 students and also opened a second loca-
tion in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Outside of 
her volunteer work, she was an avid piano 
player and cook. Elaine will be greatly missed 
by her husband, Mac, and their three children, 
Susan, Mark, and Matthew, nine grand-
children, and five great-grandchildren. I am 
honored to recognize Elaine today for her out-
standing display of commitment to our com-
munity. She was a true public servant and will 
be missed by all who had the privilege of 
knowing her. 

f 

WESTERRA CREDIT UNION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Westerra Credit Union for 
receiving the Large Business of the Year 
award from The West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. 

In 1934, eight visionary leaders organized a 
not-for-profit financial cooperative, whose pur-
pose was to put the members first when offer-
ing financial services and to treat them as val-
ued owners. 

Following mergers and a name change in 
the early 2000s, the now Westerra Credit 
Union ranks among the top 150 credit unions 
in the United States and serves more than 
95,000 members. 

During 80 plus years of operation, 
Westerra’s ‘‘people helping people’’ philosophy 
continues to benefit communities across the 
country by providing fundraising and grant pro-
grams. These programs provide money for 
school art supplies, sports fees and after- 
school activities. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Westerra Credit Union for their honor by The 
West Chamber. I have no doubt they will ex-
hibit the same commitment to the community 
in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING BRAD COOLEY 

HON. KEN BUCK 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize Mr. Brad Cooley for winning the 2016 
Congressional App Challenge for the Fourth 
Congressional District of Colorado. This com-
petition receives app submissions from high 
school students around the country, and seeks 
to recognize the nation’s best programming 
talent. 

Mr. Cooley designed Crunch Time, an app 
which allows the user to view wait times for 
restaurants in their area. It also allows the 
user to submit their wait time for restaurants 
they have visited. 

Entrepreneurs are the backbone of our 
economy and communities. It is the ingenuity 
and hard work Mr. Cooley embodied during 
this competition that makes America excep-
tional. He has shown true leadership in his 
school and community. 

On behalf of the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Colorado, I extend my best wishes to 
Mr. Cooley as he pursues his future endeav-
ors. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize Mr. 
Brad Cooley for winning the Fourth Congres-
sional District of Colorado’s Congressional 
App Challenge. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HAMILTON HIGH 
SCHOOL CLASS OF 1965 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class 
of 1965 is celebrating its fifty year anniversary 
today since its commencement as graduates 
of the DeKalb County, Georgia school system; 
and 

Whereas, some of the members of the 1965 
Class are here today, Brenda Anderson, Je-
rome Anderson, James Bugs, Annie Ruth 
Curney, Alice Collins, Josephine Crawley, 
Carolyn Davis, Ella Mae Crumley, Lucille Boyd 
Durden, David T. Griffin, Abel Johnson, Ora J. 
Lewis, Willie Martin, Gloria Sutton, Mattie Ruth 
Crawford Stroud, Jean Thomas, Audrey Swift 
Wilburn, Dorothy Morton Walker, Gladys Wil-
liams, Gwendolyn White, Johnny Williams, and 
Patricia Woods; and 

Whereas, these remarkable men and 
women have been educated in our local public 

schools, and after graduation have written 
their stories in assisting our nation to maintain 
greatness by becoming productive citizens, 
serving in our Armed Services, becoming 
small business owners, educators, mothers, 
fathers, civic leaders, civil servants and com-
munity advocates thus allowing our district to 
have pillars of wisdom and strength for many 
years to come; and 

Whereas, The Hamilton High School Class 
of 1965 members are distinguished citizens of 
our district, they are spiritual warriors, persons 
of compassion, fearless leaders and servants 
to all, but most of all citizens that desire to im-
prove the lives of others; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Hamilton High 
School Class of 1965 as they celebrate their 
50th Anniversary in Clarkston, Georgia; Now 
therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do 
hereby proclaim October 3, 2015 as: The 
Hamilton High School Class of 1965 Day in 
the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 3rd day of October, 2015. 
f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF MR. DAVE 
HENDERSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dave Henderson who passed away De-
cember 27, 2015, at the age of 57. 

Dave was born in Merced, California, on 
July 21, 1958. He attended Dos Palos High 
School and is the school’s most celebrated 
athlete. During his high schools years, he was 
a star baseball and football player. Dave led 
the Dos Palos High Broncos varsity football 
team to two Central Valley championships. He 
had great success as a football player, but 
Dave decided to progress as a baseball player 
and accepted a scholarship to play baseball at 
California State University, Fresno. 

In 1977, Dave was drafted number one 
overall by the Seattle Mariners, and his big 
league career began in 1981 as a center field-
er for the Mariners. Dave played for the Mari-
ners for six seasons. 

Baseball fans will best remember Dave for 
his two strike, two out, ninth inning, game- 
tying home run as a member of the Boston 
Red Sox. Thanks to his heroics, the Red Sox 
won Game five in extra innings and completed 
a comeback from a three to one American 
League Championship Series deficit to win the 
pennant, earning a trip to the 1986 World Se-
ries. 

Dave found his stride as a member of the 
Oakland Athletics where he played in three 
consecutive World Series and was a member 
of the 1989 World Series Champion team. He 
had career high statistics and was selected to 
be on the 1991 All-Star team. 

In 1994, Dave ended his career as a base-
ball player after playing 14 seasons with five 
teams, including the Seattle Mariners, Boston 
Red Sox, San Francisco Giants, Oakland Ath-
letics and Kansas City Royals. After retiring as 
player, Dave worked as a color analyst for the 
Seattle Mariners’ broadcasts. 

Dave was active in several philanthropic en-
deavors and believed that giving back was im-
portant. He raised money to support research 
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for Angelman Syndrome, a rare genetic dis-
order. Additionally, he was also one of the 
founders of Rick’s Toys for Kids, a charity 
which provides dozens of agencies with toys 
so that thousands of children could receive 
Christmas gifts who would otherwise go with-
out receiving one. 

Beginning in high school and into his career 
in the major leagues, Dave was known by his 
teammates and coaches for his ever-present 
smile and positive demeanor. As his former 
coach Mike Sparks said, ‘‘I will always remem-
ber that big smile . . . He treated everyone 
like they were a friend.’’ 

Dave is survived by his sisters Jeannie, 
Terry, Patricia, and Michelle, brother Al, first 
wife Loni, wife Nancy, and his two sons Chase 
and Trent, and Trent’s wife Dani. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in celebrating the life of a great man, Dave 
Henderson. 

f 

SUZIE SHRIDE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Suzie Shride for receiving 
the Member of the Year award from The West 
Chamber serving Jefferson County. 

Suzie is the owner of Mathnasium of Little-
ton. She jumped into the West Chamber with 
both feet and has been running ever since. 
Suzie has been instrumental in growing The 
West Chamber’s presence in South Jefferson 
County, and helping to grow the first leads 
group in the area which now has two leads 
groups. 

One of the biggest projects Suzie took on 
was spearheading The West Chamber’s 
Women in Business breakfasts last year. This 
event has continued to grow in popularity with 
the first breakfast of 2016 seeing more than 
80 women business owners in attendance. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Suzie Shride for her honor by The West 
Chamber. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and commitment to the com-
munity in the future. 

f 

HONORING JOHN A. WICKS, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, John A. Wicks, Jr., who is a native of 
Jackson, Mississippi. 

John A. Wicks, Jr. is the son of Mr. and 
Mrs. John A. Wicks, Sr. of Jackson. He at-
tended Jackson Public Schools and graduated 
from Murrah High School. He then matricu-
lated at Alcorn State University in Lorman, 
Mississippi where he received a B.S. degree 
in Computer Science and Applied Mathe-
matics and was the valedictorian of his grad-
uating class. While at Alcorn, Brother Wicks 
was active in many organizations and served 
as president of both Alpha Kappa Mu honor 
society and the Alpha Zeta chapter of Phi 

Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc. Brother Wicks 
went on to obtain a M.S. degree in Electrical 
Engineering from North Carolina A & T State 
University in Greensboro, North Carolina and 
a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from Virginia 
Tech in Blacksburg, Virginia where he also 
served as president of the Black Graduate 
Student Organization. He has taught Com-
puter Engineering at Tuskegee University in 
Tuskegee, Alabama and Computer Science at 
Jackson State University in Jackson, Mis-
sissippi. 

In October 1977, Brother Wicks accepted 
Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior, uniting 
with New Hope Baptist Church in Jackson, 
Mississippi, where he was active in the youth 
department. In May 1997, while working as an 
instructor at Tuskegee University, he acknowl-
edged the call to preach the gospel. Subse-
quently, he attended the Montgomery Bible In-
stitute in Montgomery, Alabama and served as 
an associate minister at Greater Peace Baptist 
Church in Opelika, Alabama. In August 1998, 
Brother Wicks began service as an associate 
minister at New Hope Baptist Church in Jack-
son. In August 2000, he accepted the call to 
serve as the interim pastor of Mount Nebo 
Baptist Church in Jackson. On January 18, 
2001, Brother Wicks was elected to serve as 
Mount Nebo’s sixth pastor and was installed 
on March 25th. 

In addition to his pastoral duties at Mount 
Nebo, Brother Wicks has served on various 
community boards including the Mission Mis-
sissippi Resource Development Committee. 
He has also served as a writer for the Clarion- 
Ledger Faith Forum and is currently serving 
as the State Director of Education for the Gen-
eral Missionary Baptist State Convention of 
Mississippi, Inc., and the Senior Vice-Moder-
ator of the Jackson District Missionary Baptist 
Association. 

Brother Wicks has been the recipient of var-
ious awards and accolades including the 
Metro-Jackson chapter of the NAACP 2008 
Medgar Evers Award winner, a Mississippi 
Gospel Music Awards 2011 Pastor of the Year 
honoree, and the 2011 Image Award Winner 
for Religion bestowed by Phi Beta Sigma Fra-
ternity, Inc. He is married to the former Felice 
L. Dowd, a native of Marks, Mississippi, and 
they have three children, John Arthur III, Faith 
Alexandria and Grace Elizabeth. Finally, 
Brother Wicks’ motto is traditional, tried and 
true: ‘‘To God be the glory for the many won-
derful things He has done!’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Pastor John A. Wicks, Jr. for 
his dedication to serving others. 

f 

RECOGNIZING JOSEPH L. CAMP-
BELL UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE CONTRA COSTA 
WATER DISTRICT BOARD OF DI-
RECTORS 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
recognize my friend, Joseph L. Campbell of 
Clayton, California, upon his retirement from 
the Contra Costa Water District (CCWD) 
Board of Directors. Mr. Campbell has been an 
extraordinary community leader throughout 

Contra Costa County, and I wish him well in 
retirement. 

During his 21 years of service at CCWD, 
most recently as President of the Board, Mr. 
Campbell never missed a board meeting. He 
served as co-chairman and a key fundraiser 
for the successful campaign to approve bonds 
for the District’s $450 million Los Vaqueros 
Reservoir Project, and helped lead the effort 
against the Peripheral Canal in 1982. 

Mr. Campbell served our community in innu-
merable leadership roles over the years at 
various important community organizations, in-
cluding the Contra Costa County Airport Land 
Use Commission, the Walnut Creek Child 
Care Task Force, the Walnut Festival Associa-
tion, the Northgate High School Sports Boost-
ers, and the American Red Cross. 

Mr. Campbell also leveraged his vast expe-
rience as a business owner and engineer, as 
a Vice President of the Concord Chamber of 
Commerce, and served as a member of the 
Concord General Plan Committee and the 
Founder Advisory Board of Concord Commer-
cial Bank. 

Mr. Campbell is also past president and a 
founder of the Concord Economic Develop-
ment Corporation, a partnership of the Con-
cord Chamber of Commerce and the City of 
Concord. In addition to these many roles, he 
is a member of the Board of Directors of the 
East Bay Leadership Council and a member 
of Concord Rotary Club. A longtime resident 
of the area, Mr. Campbell is an Honorary 
Board Member of the Concord Historical Soci-
ety. 

I am grateful for Mr. Campbell’s many ac-
complishments and contributions to the suc-
cess of our community. I wish Mr. Campbell 
all of the best in his retirement. 

Congratulations, Joe, on a remarkable leg-
acy of public service in Contra Costa. 

f 

JEFFERSON COUNTY BUSINESS 
RESOURCE CENTER (JCBRC) 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the Jefferson County Busi-
ness Resource Center (JCBRC) for receiving 
the Nonprofit of the Year award given by The 
West Chamber serving Jefferson County. 

JCBRC is a non-profit organization dedi-
cated to supporting the small business com-
munity in Jefferson County. The group part-
ners with businesses to find solutions for 
doing business in Jeffco. 

JCBRC helps professionals from planning a 
start-up enterprise to an established business. 
They provide a multitude of resources and 
services to the business community, including 
free business counseling, business classes 
and training. Through the annual business 
expo, JCBRC brings businesses together to 
foster ‘‘economic gardening’’ where entrepre-
neurial activity is fostered by providing infor-
mation, tools, and connections needed for 
business development and growth. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to the 
Jefferson County Business Resource Center 
for being honored by The West Chamber. 
Thank you for your commitment and service to 
the business community of Jefferson County, 
Colorado. 
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IN HONOR OF MARIA T. VULLO 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New York. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay tribute to Maria T. 
Vullo, who is being honored by Eleanor’s Leg-
acy as part of its New York Women Making a 
Difference ceremony. Maria Vullo is an ac-
complished litigator who is passionate about 
women’s rights. She oversaw research which 
has been instrumental in documenting the 
many reasons why the Equal Rights Amend-
ment is still necessary. On January 21, 2016, 
in recognition of her extraordinary breadth of 
experience in financial litigation, Governor 
Cuomo nominated Ms. Vullo to be Super-
intendent of the New York State Department 
of Financial Services, a position she will as-
sume on February 23rd. 

Ms. Vullo is an experienced senior litigator 
and manager, who has more than 25 years of 
trial and appellate experience in a broad range 
of business litigation and investigations in 
state and federal courts across the country. 
Ms. Vullo’s private practice has included mat-
ters involving fraud, real estate, health care, 
insurance, tax, consumer protection, bank-
ruptcy, antitrust, constitutional and environ-
mental law. Since 2010 she has been of coun-
sel at Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garri-
son LLP, where she had been a partner for 20 
years before a brief stint in the Attorney Gen-
eral’s office. 

In 2010, Ms. Vullo oversaw the Economic 
Justice Division in the Office of the New York 
State Attorney General, with a staff of approxi-
mately 200. She was responsible for numer-
ous investor protection, antitrust and con-
sumer fraud matters, including Martin Act in-
vestigations and settlements, investigations 
and litigations regarding insurance company 
practices, allegations of price fixing, bid rigging 
and other antitrust violations, deceptive con-
sumer marketing practices, and violations re-
lating to cooperative and condominium offer-
ings. 

Ms. Vullo has always spent a considerable 
amount of her time on pro bono matters. She 
is a recognized leader in protecting women’s 
rights. She represented women raped by sol-
diers during the 1992–1995 Bosnian War—a 
case in which she secured a $745 million jury 
verdict for the plaintiffs. She also represented 
abortion providers whose lives had been 
threatened via an online ‘‘hit list,’’ securing a 
$100 million jury verdict for the plaintiffs. 

I came to know Ms. Vullo when she became 
involved in providing research to explain why 
we continue to need an Equal Rights Amend-
ment. Her brilliance, dedication and determina-
tion were evident as she provided invaluable 
information on the broad range of ways in 
which women continue to face discrimination, 
including pregnancy-related discrimination, vio-
lence against women, pay inequity and other 
areas. I am hopeful that Ms. Vullo’s research 
will lead to the passage of an amendment that 
will finally ensure that women’s equality is 
guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. 

Ms. Vullo is a member of the Boards of Di-
rectors of the National Organization of Italian- 
American Women, the Women’s Equality Coa-
lition and the ERA Coalition, Inc.; and is a 
member of the New York Women’s Bar Asso-
ciation and the Women Trial Lawyers Caucus. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in celebrating Maria T. Vullo, a New York 
woman who makes an extraordinary dif-
ference. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. SIDMEL ESTES 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, our lives have been touched by 
the life of this one woman, who gave of her-
self in order for others to stand; and 

Whereas, Ms. Sidmel Estes’ work is present 
in Atlanta, Georgia for all to see, as an unwav-
ering advocate for the youth, an educator, a 
community leader who worked tirelessly for 
the rights of our citizens in our district and as 
a pioneer in journalism and television; and 

Whereas, she was elected the first woman 
president of the National Association of Black 
Journalists; and 

Whereas, Ms. Sidmel Estes led by working 
behind the scenes, as well as front and center 
as an executive producer at WAGA–TV/Fox 5 
in Atlanta; as co-creator for the television 
show Good Day Atlanta; as adjunct professor 
at Emory University and Clark Atlanta Univer-
sity; and 

Whereas, this virtuous Proverbs 31 woman 
was a mother, a sister, a daughter and a 
friend. She was a warrior, a matriarch, and a 
woman of great integrity; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to bestow a Congressional recognition on 
Ms. Sidmel Estes for her leadership, friendship 
and service to all of the citizens in Georgia 
and throughout the Nation; now therefore, I, 
HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr., do hereby at-
test to the 114th Congress that Ms. Sidmel 
Estes of DeKalb County, Georgia is deemed 
worthy and deserving of this ‘‘Congressional 
Honor’’: Ms. Sidmel Estes, U.S. Citizen of Dis-
tinction in the 4th Congressional District of 
Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 10th day of October, 2015. 
f 

HONORING MOTHER MATTIE MAE 
AMOS-MARSHALL 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mrs. Mattie Mae 
Amos-Marshall, who was born in a small com-
munity in Florence, Mississippi called Steen 
Creek on October 15, 1915 to the late Mr. Ben 
and Salle White-Amos. 

Mrs. Marshall married her childhood sweet-
heart, the late Mr. Jessie Marshall, at the age 
of 18 and moved to Flora, Mississippi where 
she began a family of her own. 

Mrs. Marshall was baptized at a young age 
at Stokes Chapel MB Church and later moved 
her membership to Jones Chapel MB Church 
where she is a member of the Mother’s Board. 
Mrs. Marshall moved to Canton, Mississippi as 
a child and was educated in the Madison 
County School. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mother Mattie Mae Amos-Mar-
shall. 

f 

GEORGE VALUCK 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize George Valuck for receiv-
ing the Steve Burkholder Diamond Legacy 
award from The West Chamber of Jefferson 
County. 

This award is given to an individual who is 
recognized as a ‘‘shining star’’ due to their 
leadership and contributions in making Jeffer-
son County a better place to work and live. 

A husband, father and grandfather, Mr. 
Valuck’s story stretches from Alameda Avenue 
to serving as entertainment for the royal wed-
ding of Lady Diana and Prince Charles. 

George’s recent focus has been centered 
on downtown Lakewood and its successful 
Belmar and City Commons districts. Down-
town Lakewood is now home to more than 
200 stores, eateries and attractions, as well as 
thousands of new residents and many employ-
ers, and has been cited as a world-wide ex-
ample of smart new-urban living. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
George Valuck for his honor by The West 
Chamber. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same commitment to the community in the fu-
ture. 

f 

HONORING AMANDA WEINSTEIN 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and congratulate Amanda Weinstein, a 
young student from my district who was re-
cently recognized for exemplary volunteer 
service. Amanda was named one of the top 
honorees in Florida by the 2016 Prudential 
Spirit of Community Awards program, an an-
nual honor given to the most impressive stu-
dent volunteers throughout our Nation. 

Currently a senior at North Broward Pre-
paratory School, Amanda founded the ‘‘Family 
Central Teen Advisory Board’’ in 2013. Since 
then, she has encouraged fifty teens to share 
in her mission to assist the parent organization 
Family Central, a nonprofit that helps children 
and families in need. Amanda, who had been 
volunteering with Family Central for ten years, 
organizes toy, food, clothing and school sup-
ply drives, and has also created a tutoring and 
mentoring program. 

Among thousands of volunteers who partici-
pated in this year’s program, Amanda’s dedi-
cation and strive for excellence stood out as 
exceptional. I applaud Amanda for her initia-
tive in seeking to make our community a bet-
ter place to live. 

I happily congratulate Amanda and wish her 
the best of luck in her future academic and 
community pursuits. It is with great pleasure 
that I honor her, and I know that she will con-
tinue to inspire young South Floridians to live 
by her example. 
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OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 

DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,052,403,868,282.85. We’ve 
added $8,425,526,819,369.77 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $8 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING LIEUTENANT DENNIS 
HOPSON 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable law en-
forcer, Lieutenant Dennis Hopson. 

On September 25, 1977, Pink Lee Hopson 
and Walter Williams gave birth to Dennis 
Hopson. On December 17, 1980, Pink Hopson 
married Johnny Gibson, who at that time was 
a father in his life and raised Dennis. Lieuten-
ant Hopson has resided in Tunica County for 
38 years. He is a 1996 graduate of Rosa Fort 
High School in Tunica, Mississippi. 

His first job was with Parker Tractor as a 
parts delivery person, where he learned how 
to sell parts. In March 1998, he joined the 
Tunica Volunteer Fire Department and at-
tended the Mississippi Fire Academy for train-
ing. In October of 1999, Dennis began working 
for the Tunica County Sheriff’s Department as 
a jailer for four years. In September of 2003, 
he attended the Mississippi Law Enforcement 
Officer Training Academy and received certifi-
cation in November of that same year. At that 
time, he became a Deputy Sheriff with the 
Tunica County Sheriff’s Department. Since his 
employment with Tunica County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, he has served in many capacities, such 
as: County Fire Arson Investigator; Warrant 
Officer; Sex Offenders Registry Officer; Emer-
gency Vehicle Operator Instructor; Field Train-
ing Officer, Task Force Team—Homeland Se-
curity; Emergency Response Team (ERT); Pa-
trol Supervisor and Crime Stoppers Program 
of Tunica County. He is a member of the 
Tunica County Color Guard Team. At the 
present time, Mr. Hopson still holds these po-
sitions. In September 2014, he was assigned 
to the United States Marshals Task Force in 
Oxford, Mississippi. 

Mr. Hopson is married to Stacy L. Hopson, 
wife of 161⁄2 years, who works as a teacher at 
the Institute of Community Services (ICS Head 
start) for the last year. He is a devoted father 
of three children. Mr. Hopson’s goals are to 
continue to serve and protect the citizens of 
Tunica County for many more years to come, 
through God and determination and will con-
tinue to make a difference in his community. 
Mr. Hopson possesses sound judgment, a 
great sense of accountability to the citizens of 
Tunica County and an irreproachable profes-

sionalism. He is a God-fearing individual who 
seeks to serve the citizens of Tunica County 
with the utmost respect, dignity and honesty. 
His reputation as a Deputy Sheriff is very well 
trusted and dependable. 

In 2010 and 2011, he lost both of his par-
ents, but never gave up on life. He kept the 
faith and allowed God to lead him. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Lieutenant Dennis Hopson for 
his dedication in being a respected and out-
standing Law Enforcer. 

f 

FOOTHILLS CREDIT UNION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Foothills Credit Union for 
receiving the Small Business of the Year 
award from The West Chamber serving Jeffer-
son County. 

The Small Business of the Year award is 
awarded to a business with 50 employees or 
less and is engaged in improving the business 
community in Jefferson County. 

Offering its members a unique credit builder 
program, as well as bilingual services and tax 
refund anticipation loans, Foothills Credit 
Union has served the community for more 
than 68 years. 

Foothills Credit Union has been the Dona-
tion Sponsor for The West Chamber’s Cele-
brate Women event, donating more than 
$9,000 to the honorees’ non-profits. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Foothills Credit Union for their honor by The 
West Chamber. I have no doubt Foothills 
Credit Union will exhibit the same dedication 
and service to its community in the future. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
DAN NELSON 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of my good friend Dan Nelson, who is 
retiring after 24 years as the original Executive 
Director of the San Luis & Delta Mendota 
Water Authority. Since its inception the Water 
Authority has been well-served by Dan’s bril-
liance, positive outlook, enormous knowledge 
and engaging personality. 

Dan was educated at the University of Wis-
consin at Eau Claire and Fresno State after 
having grown up in Los Banos, California. Dan 
brought the experience to the fledgling Water 
Authority that he gained as General Manager 
of the San Luis Water District (1987–1991) 
and the Broadview Water District (1979– 
1987), as well as experience in the Operations 
Division of the San Luis Canal Company 
(1977–1979). 

As Executive Director Dan promoted re-
spect, integrity, fairness, creativity, drive and a 
deep appreciation of family among those that 
he worked with. To address the complex 
issues before the Water Authority Dan had the 
vision to create a three-legged strategy for 

both short and long-term issues: administrative 
engagement, regulatory/legislative engage-
ment, and litigation. This approach fostered a 
framework for thoughtful decision-making dur-
ing challenging times. 

Dan served the water community outside of 
his responsibilities with the Water Authority by 
participating in numerous water-related organi-
zations such as the Land Preservation Asso-
ciation, California Irrigation Institute, Associa-
tion of California Water Associations, Cali-
fornia Water Education Foundation and many 
other boards, committees, and stakeholder 
groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to join 
me, as well as the entire San Luis Delta- 
Mendota Water Authority family, in recognizing 
Dan Nelson’s 24 years of service. 

f 

IN MEMORIAL RECOGNITION OF 
THOMAS TIGUE FOR A LIFETIME 
OF SERVICE TO THE COMMON-
WEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Thomas Tigue, who passed 
away Monday, February 1, 2016. As a war 
veteran, school board member, state rep-
resentative, father, and grandfather, Tom’s life 
was one dedicated to helping others. Tom will 
be honored posthumously by the Pittston Sun-
day Dispatch, receiving the paper’s Joseph 
Saporito Sr. Lifetime of Service Award. 

Born and raised in Hughestown, Thomas 
was a graduate of St. John the Evangelist 
High School in Pittston in 1964. He received 
his degree in Government from King’s College 
in Wilkes-Barre while also serving as a reserv-
ist in the Marine Corps. Following graduation, 
Tom married and deployed to Vietnam. While 
serving as an Infantry Platoon Commander, 
Thomas earned a Silver Star for gallantry in 
combat. He remained with the Marine Corps 
Reserve for 27 years before returning to work 
as a counselor at Hickory Run State Park in 
White Haven and as a computer program ana-
lyst for Metropolitan Life Insurance, both while 
taking business classes at King’s College. 
From 1977–1979, Tigue served on the Pittston 
Area School Board. 

In 1980, Tom was elected as a Representa-
tive for the 118th Legislative District in the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives, serv-
ing the residents of Luzerne, Lackawanna, 
and Monroe counties. He remained in the 
State House for 26 years, retiring in 2006. 
During his tenure, Thomas served as the 
Democratic Chair of the House Veterans Af-
fairs and Emergency Preparedness Com-
mittee, where he helped establish the Military 
Family Relief Assistance Program which pro-
vides assistance to eligible Pennsylvania serv-
ice members and their family members finan-
cially impacted by military service. After his 
service in the legislature, Thomas worked as 
Managing Director of the Delaware River Mari-
time Enterprise Council until his retirement in 
2010. 

It is an honor to recognize an individual who 
led a truly outstanding life. I am grateful for all 
of the work Thomas did for his community and 
for the people of Pennsylvania. His passing, 
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only six months after his wife Dianne’s pass-
ing, is deeply saddening, and he will be great-
ly missed by the many people he helped. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP MILES E. 
FOWLER 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, Bishop Miles E. Fowler, is cele-
brating thirty-eight years as pastor of Big Miller 
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia, 
Georgia; and 

Whereas, Bishop Fowler under the guidance 
and calling of God, began preaching the word 
of God forty-one years ago; and 

Whereas, thirty-eight years ago upon be-
coming pastor at Big Miller Grove Missionary 
Baptist Church, he has transformed the church 
into a City of Refuge for Saints in DeKalb 
County; and 

Whereas, Bishop Fowler has been a trail-
blazer, teaching the gospel on a national and 
international level, motivating us all to live a 
life that is worthy of imitation of God’s grace: 
humility, love, godliness, integrity and a com-
mitment to prayer; and 

Whereas, Bishop Fowler served our nation 
with honor as a member of the United States 
Air Force, past opening speaker for the Geor-
gia State Senate and guest Chaplin for open-
ing the United States Congress; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God continues to be a blessing to us 
as a spiritual leader, an educator and a com-
munity leader who not only talks the talk, but 
walks the walk; and 

Whereas, Bishop Fowler is a spiritual war-
rior, a man of compassion, an author and a 
servant to all, but most of all a visionary who 
has shared with his Church, my District and 
the world his passion to spread the gospel of 
Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Bishop Miles E. 
Fowler, as he celebrates his 38th Pastoral An-
niversary; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 25, 
2015 as: Bishop Miles E. Fowler Day in the 
4th Congressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 25th day of October, 2015. 
f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE REDUCING 
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, I intro-
duce the Reducing Long-Term Unemployment 
Act, to address one of the lingering workforce 
tragedies in today’s economy—our long-term 
unemployed—and to keep the economy grow-
ing. Although the overall unemployment rate 
has fallen below 5 percent, Americans who 
have remained unemployed for longer than 27 
weeks have not enjoyed a similar recovery. In 
January 2016, the number of long-term unem-

ployed (those jobless for 27 weeks or more) 
was 2.1 million, which accounted for 26.9 per-
cent of the total unemployed population. 

To make matters even worse, the long-term 
unemployed now face employment discrimina-
tion as employers show reluctance to hire job- 
seekers because of the length of their unem-
ployment. Therefore, my bill provides a nec-
essary incentive to hire the long-term unem-
ployed—a $5,000 tax credit for employers 
against their payroll tax liability for each (net) 
new long-term unemployed person they hire. 
The tax credit is large enough to give employ-
ers an incentive to increase the hiring and 
wages of those who have been unjustifiably 
left behind, while ensuring that the economy 
benefits from their participation. The credit 
would be available to the broadest base of 
employers because every employer—govern-
ment, non-profit, and for-profit—pays payroll 
taxes, and employers could claim the credit on 
a quarterly rather than annual basis. Accord-
ing to the independent, non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office, the proposal would ‘‘in-
crease both output and employment,’’ through 
four mechanisms: (1) with lower employment 
costs, employers would reduce the costs of 
their products and services, which, in turn, 
would first boost sales and then hiring and 
hours worked; (2) employers would pass on 
some of the tax savings to employees in the 
form of higher wages or other compensation, 
which, in turn, would increase employees’ pur-
chasing power; (3) higher profits would lead to 
higher stock prices for public companies, in-
creasing shareholders’ wealth and therefore 
their willingness to spend; and (4) with lower 
employment costs, employers would increase 
hiring. The bill has safeguards to prevent em-
ployers from gaming the system, including de-
nying a credit to an employer that fires one 
employee and hires a replacement in order to 
take advantage of the incentive. 

For some time, it has been clear that tar-
geted policies are necessary to address to-
day’s stubborn long-term unemployment rates. 
Without significant targeting, the long-term un-
employed are in danger of becoming perma-
nently unemployed. This group of competent 
and experienced Americans deserves better. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

DUANE PATTERSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Duane Patterson, owner of 
Body & Sole Connection, for receiving the Am-
bassador of the Year award from the West 
Chamber of Jefferson County. 

The West Chamber Ambassadors are the 
hospitality arm of the Chamber. They help 
members by inviting them to events, intro-
ducing them to other members and making 
new members feel a part of the West Cham-
ber family. 

Duane Patterson embodies all the qualities 
of a great ambassador. His dedication to the 
West Chamber is evident in his diligent atten-
tion to his Ambassador duties. Duane is sim-
ply everywhere there is a West Chamber func-
tion—whether it’s a ribbon cutting registering 
and greeting guests, or helping to set up for 
major events. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Duane Patterson for his well-deserved honor 
by The West Chamber serving Jefferson 
County. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same commitment to the community in the fu-
ture. 

f 

HONORING REV. ROBERT L. 
MILLER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a God-fearing and im-
pressionistic man Rev. Robert L. Miller. Rev. 
Miller has shown what can be done through 
tenacity, dedication and a desire to serve God. 

Rev. Miller has done many things through-
out his life, but inside he has always been a 
preacher. At 89 years old, he can’t see himself 
ever hanging it up, because it’s his calling. 
Some of the members of the church have said 
their church will close its doors if he leaves. 

He is currently serving five churches on a 
rotation schedule where he will do two serv-
ices a Sunday except one Sunday a month, 
he only does one service. 

Forty years ago in July is when he first took 
the pulpit at New Mount Zion M. B. Church. 
Eleven years later in June 1986, he began 
serving his fifth church, Locust Grove M. B. 
Church. 

He also preached at Providence M. B. 
Church from 1971 until 1986. He has served 
as vice moderator of the Sharkey County Bap-
tist Association and is currently the moderator 
of the Warren County Baptist Association. 

He was ordained in December 1968 and 
started serving his first church just weeks 
later. 

The profession is so much a part of his 
soul; oftentimes he slides into preacher mode 
mid-conversation. The only job Rev. Miller has 
ever had besides being a preacher was a let-
ter carrier for 25 years. 

At 18, Miller was drafted and left high 
school to join World War II. He spent time in 
France, England, Belgium and Germany as a 
medic. Once the war was over, he returned to 
Vicksburg to finish his high school degree at 
Bowman High School. 

Rev. Miller married two years later and had 
eight children with his wife of almost 30 years. 
She passed away in 1979. He was remarried 
in August 2013 to Elease Fisher Miller. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Rev. Robert L. Miller for 40 
years of service to New Mount Zion M. B. 
Church. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE TOWN OF 
HAVERSTRAW 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Town of Haverstraw in Rockland 
County, New York, as it begins the celebration 
of its 400th anniversary year. I am honored to 
represent in the Congress this community with 
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its richly diverse population, historic brick 
homes, beautiful views of the Hudson River, 
and a growing business district. 

Haverstraw is a Dutch name which means 
‘‘Oat Straw,’’ referring to the straw of the river 
meadows that once filled Haverstraw Bay. 
Balthazar de Harte, a New York merchant, 
purchased the tract of land along the river that 
would become Haverstraw in 1666 from the 
Lenni Lenape confederation of the Algonquin 
Indians. The precinct of Haverstraw was cre-
ated in 1719 when it separated from 
Orangetown, and officially became a town in 
1788. Today, the Town includes the Village of 
Haverstraw, the Village of West Haverstraw, 
and part of the Village of Pomona. 

In 1780, Haverstraw was the scene of a 
major plot, which if it had succeeded, could 
have changed the course of the Revolutionary 
War. American General Benedict Arnold had 
convinced George Washington to give him 
command of the fort at West Point, but se-
cretly was involved in treasonable negotiations 
with English Emissary Major John Andre to 
sell the plans to West Point to the British. Ar-
nold and Andre met during the night on the 
beach of Haverstraw, but the negotiations 
were not completed by dawn. Arnold and 
Andre fled, and Andre was captured in 
Tarrytown on his way back to British lines. 

Haverstraw is located in the widest point of 
the Hudson River, which was the main artery 
of trade between New York City and Albany, 
as well as the dividing line between New Eng-
land and other colonies. In the 18th, 19th, and 
early 20th centuries, Haverstraw was home to 
several key industries. It became the greatest 
center of brick production in the nation, one 
year shipping out more than 300 million bricks 
from Haverstraw Bay for the New York City 
area. The Rockland Print Works incorporated 
in 1853 to print and dye woolen, cotton and 
linen goods, and the current owner, 
Garnerville Holding Company, now rents 
space to businesses, artists and craftsmen. 
These buildings are some of the few examples 
of the 19th century factory architecture still in 
use in the United States. 

Haverstraw has a diverse history, rich with 
culture. Central Presbyterian Church was 
founded in 1846 and moved to its present lo-
cation with its beautiful Tiffany windows in 
1909. The Congregation of the Sons of Jacob, 
established in 1877, is the oldest Jewish con-
gregation in Rockland County. In 1905 the 
New York State Hospital for the Care of Crip-
pled and Deformed Children purchased 48 
acres of land in West Haverstraw, known as 
the Lilburn Estate, opening a facility that be-
came world famous for its rehabilitation and 
research programs. In 1974, the hospital was 
renamed the Helen Hayes Hospital to recog-
nize the great contributions of the famous ac-
tress to the institution. The Haverstraw King’s 
Daughters Public Library was chartered in 
1895 and opened its present building on Main 
Street in 1903. 

Today, Haverstraw is a shining example of 
a diverse community working together to bet-
ter the Town as a whole. Residents hail from 
Latin America, Russia, India, and all over the 
world, giving Haverstraw a global culture all its 
own. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in saluting the Town of Haverstraw on this 
special anniversary as its residents celebrate 
its distinguished past and look ahead to a 
strong future. 

TRIBUTE TO PASTOR CLINTON 
MCFARLAND 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, in the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Georgia, there are many individuals 
who are called to contribute to the needs of 
our community through leadership and serv-
ice; and 

Whereas, one of those individuals, Pastor 
Clinton McFarland, has given of himself to 
preach the word of God for twenty-five years; 
and 

Whereas, under the guidance of God he 
has pioneered and sustained Grace Baptist 
Church as an instrument in our community 
that betters the spiritual, physical and mental 
welfare of our citizens; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God has shared his time and talents 
for the betterment of our community by 
preaching, singing and being a living example 
of the Gospel; and 

Whereas, Pastor Clinton McFarland is a 
spiritual warrior, a man of compassion and 
great courage, a fearless leader, and above 
all, a visionary who has shared not only with 
his church, but with our District and the world, 
the passion to spread the gospel of Jesus 
Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Pastor Clinton 
McFarland for his leadership and service for 
our District as he celebrates his 25th Pastoral 
Anniversary; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim Jan-
uary 17, 2016 as: Pastor Clinton McFarland 
Day in the 4th Congressional District of Geor-
gia. 

Proclaimed, this 17th day of January, 2016. 
f 

NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKET-
BALL HALL OF FAME COMMEMO-
RATIVE COIN ACT 

HON. RICHARD E. NEAL 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. NEAL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to intro-
duce the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame Commemorative Coin Act, a bill that 
would have the U.S. Treasury mint coins in 
recognition of the Hall of Fame’s 60th anniver-
sary. These unique dome-shaped coins that 
would come at no expense to the taxpayers is 
the ideal symbol for the first and only museum 
that honors the sport on all levels around the 
world. 

In my hometown of Springfield, Massachu-
setts in 1891, a young physical education 
teacher by the name of James Naismith intro-
duced this simple game to his class that he 
called, ‘‘basket ball.’’ Since then, the world of 
sports has never been the same. The 
Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
was founded in his honor in 1959, even 
though all they had was a couple of displays 
at Springfield College. The Hall of Fame has 

since grown into one of the most impressive 
structures on the Springfield skyline, where 
more than 6 million visitors a year get to see 
hundreds of thousands of items of memora-
bilia spanning the past hundred years. More 
than 300 people have been enshrined at the 
Hall of Fame since its inception. Some of the 
great players of all time such as Michael Jor-
dan, Larry Bird, and Wilt Chamberlain, along 
with some of the legendary coaches like Pat 
Summit and John Wooden will forever be im-
mortalized for their contribution to this sport. 
As importantly, the Hall of Fame has always 
been an advocate for good sportsmanship and 
promoting respect on and off the court. 

Mr. Speaker, what began as a simple game 
in a gym has transformed into a worldwide 
sensation that attracts millions of spectators 
every night. It is for this reason that I ask that 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of 
Fame receive this great recognition and I ask 
my colleagues to support this bill. 

f 

DR. JACKIE O’BEIRNE 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Dr. Jackie O’Beirne for re-
ceiving the Woman-Owned Business of the 
Year award given by The West Chamber serv-
ing Jefferson County. 

Growing up with an orthodontist as a dad, 
Dr. Jackie was fascinated by his profession 
and went to work with him on weekends. This 
grew into a lifelong love for the profession, es-
pecially interacting and caring for the patients. 

In her practice today, Dr. Jackie enjoys 
helping people get healthy by providing them 
with education and evidence-based treatment. 
She has seen firsthand how lives can be 
transformed by bringing people to optimum 
health so they can keep their teeth for life. 
She gets the most satisfaction when patients 
leave her office with a smile and appreciation 
for her dental care. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Dr. 
Jackie O’Beirne for her well-deserved honor 
from The West Chamber. Thank you for your 
continued commitment to the community. 

f 

HONORING FRED JONES, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Fred Jones, Jr. 

From a little boy, Mr. Jones wanted to serve 
his country. At the age of 18, after graduating 
from school, Mr. Jones enlisted in the United 
States Air Force. He served in the 2nd Air-
borne Command and Control Squadron in 
several capacities, retiring at the rank of MSgt 
after 21 years. Mr. Jones continued serving 
his country for an additional 30 years, in the 
Federal Government with the Internal Rev-
enue Service. 

Mr. Jones worked tirelessly in his commu-
nity as a barber, donating haircuts to neigh-
borhood kids in need. 
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A native of Sharkey County, Mr. Jones is an 

active member of Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, where he served as Deacon. Mr. 
Jones and his wife of 59 years, Clementine 
Jones, are the proud parents of 4 children, 16 
grandchildren and 9 great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Fred Jones, Jr. for his tire-
less dedication. 

f 

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LOU-
ISIANA MUNICIPAL ASSOCIATION 

HON. GARRET GRAVES 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise with every mem-
ber of the Louisiana House delegation to com-
memorate the 90th anniversary of the Lou-
isiana Municipal Association. On January 28, 
1926, the first Louisiana Conference of May-
ors was held to adopt their Constitution, and 
elect Mayor F.J. Foisy of Alexandria the first 
president of the organization. That group 
would eventually become what is known today 
as the Louisiana Municipal Association. Since 
its inception, the LMA has tirelessly served 
municipalities of our state, thereby improving 
the quality of life for the citizens of our cities, 
towns, and villages. Today, the LMA zealously 
represents the interest of its 305 members, in-
cluding 127 villages, 112 towns, 64 cities, and 
2 parishes. It is my honor to commend this 
great organization for its non-partisan commit-
ment to legislative advocacy, education, tech-
nical assistance, and a myriad of member 
services that enable municipal governments to 
run efficiently and effectively. One of the great 
advantages of the LMA, is that it provides a 
forum for municipal leaders to meet and assist 
each other in solving problems common to all 
municipalities. 

To help fulfill its three-fold mission of edu-
cation, advocacy, and service, the LMA has 
created a variety of initiatives. The LMA holds 
several events each year; an annual conven-
tion, a Mid-Winter Conference, ten district 
meetings, a Municipal Day during the state’s 
legislative session, and 15 or more annual 
webinars. 2016 has been deemed the ‘‘Year 
of Education’’ to launch the initiative for en-
hanced education benefitting municipal entities 
and their employees. It will be a year-long 
celebration commencing with the LMA’s Mid- 
Winter Conference in February. 

The LMA has staff dedicated to state and 
federal legislative advocacy, an effort that has 
been successful on both fronts. On the federal 
level, the LMA played a critical role in the en-
actment of the Homeowners Flood Insurance 
Affordability Act of 2014 by joining forces with 
the National League of Cities and other coast-
al state municipal leagues to lead the charge 
in lobbying Congress to enact critical reforms 
to the Biggert Waters Act of 2012, thereby fa-
cilitating affordable homeowner flood insur-
ance in Louisiana and across the country. On 
the state level, the LMA has been a strong 
voice for Louisiana municipalities in efforts to 
fight blight, promote law enforcement, maintain 
funding, and enhance economic growth. 

To provide excellent member services, the 
LMA has formed two wholly-owned subsidi-
aries: Risk Management, Inc., which manages 

a self-insurance fund that addresses the insur-
ance and liability needs of members; and the 
Louisiana Municipal Advisory and Technical 
Services Bureau, Inc., which provides out-
standing and economical operational support 
programs to its members. In addition, the LMA 
boasts two political subdivisions: Unemploy-
ment Compensation Fund and the Louisiana 
Municipal Gas Authority. Other notable serv-
ices, affiliate organizations, and advisory orga-
nizations include: the Computer and Internet 
Technology Assistance Program, which pro-
vides municipalities with free computer equip-
ment and internet access to link them to the 
digital world; the Municipal Employees Retire-
ment System; Louisiana Association of Chiefs 
of Police; Louisiana Conference of Mayors; 
Louisiana City Attorneys Association; Lou-
isiana Recreation and Parks Association; Lou-
isiana Municipal Clerks Association; Louisiana 
Association of Tax Administrators, Louisiana 
Fire Chiefs Association, Louisiana Airport 
Managers and Associates, Louisiana Munic-
ipal Black Caucus Association, Louisiana 
Rural Water Association, Louisiana Associa-
tion of Municipal Secretaries and Assistants, 
and the Building Officials Association of Lou-
isiana. 

The Louisiana Municipal Association’s Exec-
utive Board is currently under the direction of 
President Mayor Carroll Breaux of Springhill. 
President Breaux’s Executive Committee is 
composed of First Vice President Mayor Bar-
ney Arceneaux of Gonzales; Second Vice 
President Mayor Lawrence Henagan of 
DeQuincy; Immediate Past President Mayor 
David Camardelle of Grand Isle; and District A 
Vice President Mayor Jimmy Williams of Sib-
ley. The Executive Director is Ronnie Harris, 
former mayor of Gretna for 28 years. 

From its humble beginnings consisting of 
only 29 forward-thinking mayors seeking to 
empower their communities, the LMA has 
evolved into an exemplary organization earn-
ing the esteem and trust of local, state, and 
federal elected officials. 

The LMA exemplifies the enthusiastic co-
operation that is necessary to achieve a better 
and brighter Louisiana. For 90 years, they 
have advanced with technology, all while 
maintaining the core values that drive their 
success. Let’s all send our warmest congratu-
lations to the Louisiana Municipal Association 
for 90 years of excellence in the State of Lou-
isiana. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF DR. ALEX 
MOIR 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to the life of Dr. Alex Moir, who 
passed away on December 19, 2015, at the 
age of 53. Dr. Moir was an extraordinary indi-
vidual and he will always be remembered as 
someone who lived his life with purpose and 
great dedication to his family, patients, and 
community. 

Dr. Moir attended the University of Cali-
fornia, Santa Barbara, where he received a 
bachelor’s degree, prior to attending the Uni-
versity of Miami, where he received his med-
ical degree. Upon graduating from the Univer-

sity of Miami, Dr. Moir completed his resi-
dency in Family and Community Medicine at 
the University of California San Francisco 
(UCSF) Fresno and joined the faculty after 
graduating. 

Among his many contributions to the Valley, 
Dr. Moir focused his work on rural and small 
communities, the education of resident med-
ical students, midlevel providers in the practice 
of full scope family medicine, and Latino and 
medically underserved health care. Dr. Moir 
also taught and practiced rural medicine in the 
Selma area for twenty years, serving as the 
Director for Selma Pathway from 1995 until he 
took on the role of Chief at UCSF Fresno. Fur-
thermore, he was active on the medical staff 
of Selma Hospital (now Adventist Medical 
Center, Selma), previously serving as Chief of 
Staff and Chief of Medicine. 

Throughout his career, Dr. Moir received 
many teaching awards and was recognized by 
the Adventist/Central Valley Network with the 
Physician of the Year Mission award. He re-
ceived this award for his commitment in pro-
viding physical, mental, and spiritual care to 
his patients, something for which he was well 
known. As an advocate of health awareness, 
Dr. Moir frequently spoke to high school and 
college students about healthcare and medi-
cally underserved communities. Furthermore, 
he was also a member of the American Acad-
emy of Family Medicine, the Society of Teach-
ers of Family Medicine, the American Medical 
Association, the Children’s Medical Associates 
and the Fresno-Madera Medical Society. 

Dr. Moir’s contributions to the people he 
touched will be his legacy. He clearly was a 
patient’s doctor and was viewed as an excel-
lent teacher and well-respected practitioner of 
medicine by all his peers. While he adminis-
tered to his patients, he also found joy in 
teaching his students. More important, while 
he could have taught and practiced medicine 
in many places, he chose to be where he was 
most needed, in our Valley. He is survived by 
his wife Elise Hallowell Moir and their sons 
Taylor and Alden Moir. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that I 
ask my colleagues in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives to join me in honoring the life of 
Dr. Moir. Dr. Moir touched and aided so many 
throughout his much too short life. His loving 
nature and genuine character will be greatly 
missed by all who knew him. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO T.A.D.A. 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, this year we celebrate the 104th 
anniversary of the Republic of China, the Na-
tional Day of the Republic also known as Dou-
ble Ten Day; and 

Whereas, the Taiwanese American Diversity 
Associates for the past ten (10) years have 
continuously assisted new Taiwanese Amer-
ican immigrants in our community through do-
mestic support, cultural support, technical as-
sistance in education, business, government 
and daily activities; and 

Whereas, the Taiwanese American Diversity 
Associates are working with a coalition of 
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business, political, educational and community 
leadership to foster economic development in 
the metro area of Washington, D.C., at its 
community service center; and 

Whereas, through the work of the Tai-
wanese American Diversity Associates, our 
community has been educated and strength-
ened, and the lives of many Taiwanese Ameri-
cans have been touched, and their spirits up-
lifted; and 

Whereas, the board, staff, supporters and 
friends of the Taiwanese American Diversity 
Associates have gathered today to celebrate 
the 104th year of the Republic of China and 
the 10th Anniversary of this essential organi-
zation; and 

Whereas the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia wishes to honor and 
recognize the Taiwanese American Diversity 
Associates for their long history of outstanding 
service to our Community; now therefore, I, 
HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby pro-
claim October 10, 2015 as: Taiwanese Amer-
ican Diversity Associates Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 10th day of October, 2015. 

f 

RECOGNIZING AMANDA HALLMAN 

HON. EARL L. ‘‘BUDDY’’ CARTER 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize Amanda Hallman of West 
Chatham Elementary School in Pooler, Geor-
gia, for winning the 2017 Savannah-Chatham 
County Teacher of the Year Award. 

Ms. Hallman is a 10 year teaching veteran 
and has been teaching math and science to 
5th graders at West Chatham Elementary 
School for 3 years. Ms. Hallman says she was 
inspired to be a great teacher after her grand-
mother and co-teacher died within two days of 
each other last year. 

Ms. Hallman’s inspiration is certainly notice-
able in her enthusiastic commitment to moti-
vate as well as educate using funny accents 
and dressing up in costumes while teaching 
classes. She explores almost any avenue to 
help her students learn. On February 11th, 
Ms. Hallman was recognized at the Savannah- 
Chatham County Public Schools Teacher of 
the Year Gala at the Savannah International 
Trade Center during which she was presented 
the Teacher of the Year Award. 

Competition for the award is fierce since the 
award is presented a year in advance due to 
the time consuming and rigorous selection 
process. Fifty-five of the top teachers from the 
Savannah-Chatham County area wrote es-
says, were observed in the classroom, and 
were personally interviewed by community 
leaders and former Teachers of the Year. Ms. 
Hallman was also presented with a flag of Lib-
erty and Learning which will be flown above 
her school, given the opportunity to lead the 
Professional Senate, and will now compete for 
the Georgia State Teacher of the Year Award. 

I am thankful to have Ms. Hallman teaching 
in Georgia’s First Congressional District and 
wish her all the best in her future endeavors. 

HONORING MR. CLEVELAND 
PEPPER 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a multi-talented gen-
tleman, Mr. Cleveland Pepper, owner of Pep-
per’s Upholstery and More. 

Mr. Cleveland Pepper is a resident of Cary, 
Mississippi. He graduated in 1959 from N.D. 
Taylor High School located in Yazoo City, Mis-
sissippi. 

He started upholstery in October of 1986 
under the leadership of Mr. Fritz Johnson of 
Hamilton, Michigan. He worked as a trainer for 
two years and was able to pass all require-
ments receiving a Certificate in Upholstery in 
1987. 

Mr. Pepper is a good steward of the com-
munity and enjoys learning new information 
and techniques. He attended a government 
program at Mississippi Christian Family Cen-
ter. 

He taught upholstery classes through the 
Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA) to assist 
the unemployed to seek employment and be-
come employable through training and assist-
ance. In 2003 he decided to open Pepper’s 
Upholstery and More in Rolling Fork, Mis-
sissippi. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. Cleveland Pepper for his 
hard work, dedication and a strong desire to 
achieve. 

f 

HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
JACOB CHAPMAN BELIN, JR. 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I, along with Rep-
resentative MCCARTHY and Representative 
VALADAO, rise today to congratulate Mr. Jacob 
Chapman Belin, Jr. on his well-deserved re-
tirement as President of Kern Oil & Refining 
Co. He deserves to be commended for his 
tireless work within the petroleum industry and 
for his outstanding work with Kern Oil for the 
past forty-four years. 

Mr. Belin was born in Port St. Joe, Florida 
on March 31, 1948 to Jacob Chapman Belin, 
Sr. and Myrle Fillingim Belin. As a young stu-
dent, Mr. Belin was actively engaged in his 
studies and was well-known for his passion for 
basketball. He attended Port St. Joe High 
School where he was recognized as Florida’s 
second-leading scorer in basketball, served as 
President of his senior class, and graduated 
as valedictorian in 1966. 

Upon graduation from high school, Mr. Belin 
attended North Carolina State University 
(NCSU) where he graduated in 1970 and re-
ceived a Bachelor of Science degree in Phys-
ical Sciences and Applied Mathematics, with a 
dual minor in Engineering Mechanics and Eco-
nomics. While at NCSU, Mr. Belin was also a 
member of Phi Kappa Phi, one of the nation’s 
oldest multidisciplinary collegiate honor soci-
eties. Mr. Belin went on to attend Georgia In-
stitute of Technology from 1970–1972 in pur-

suit of a Master’s Degree in Industrial Man-
agement. 

During the summer of 1972, Mr. Belin 
began to work at Charter Oil Company in 
Jacksonville, Florida. While at Charter Oil 
Company, Mr. Belin had the opportunity to 
work with different Charter Oil Company sub-
sidiaries, which included Kern County Refinery 
(now known as Kern Oil and Refining Co.). 
The work that Mr. Belin did with Kern County 
Refinery led him to accept a job offer at the 
Kern County Refinery office in Cerritos, Cali-
fornia in April of 1974. Mr. Belin worked in the 
Refinery’s crude oil and products supply mar-
keting department until 1977. 

While pursuing his career in the petroleum 
industry, Mr. Belin married the love of his life 
Betty Grace Phillips on June 29, 1974. To-
gether they had one son, Phillip Andrew Belin 
who was born on October 5, 1977. Mr. and 
Mrs. Belin always ensured that Phillip was in-
volved in sports and recreational activities. 
Furthermore, Mr. Belin was very active in 
young Phillip’s Little League baseball program, 
was a manager of several of Phillip’s youth 
baseball teams, and coached his youth bas-
ketball team for several years alongside his 
good friends, Tom Jensen and Ed Lassiter. 
Phillip married Marie Milligan and has blessed 
Mr. Belin and Betty with four grandchildren, 
Simon, James, Whitney and Serena. In addi-
tion to being a family man, Mr. Belin is a man 
of faith and has been heavily involved in faith- 
based activities within the communities he 
lived in over the past years. These activities 
include serving as an adult Sunday school 
teacher at Champion Forest Baptist Church 
and being a member of Rolling Hills Covenant 
Church as well as Peninsula Community 
Church. 

By mid-1977, Mr. Belin had opened a crude 
oil, products and LPG trading office for Kern 
County Refinery in Houston, Texas. He served 
in the Houston office until 1984 and was then 
relocated back to Long Beach, California to 
what was known as Kern Oil and Refining Co. 
It was in Long Beach, in 1985 that Mr. Belin 
was promoted and became President of Kern 
Oil and Refining Co. 

Mr. Belin received the Distinguished Alum-
nus Award from the College of Physical and 
Mathematical Sciences at NCSU in 1993. Fur-
thermore, Mr. Belin was a huge factor in the 
growth of Kern, transitioning the company 
from a 10,000 barrel per day plant to the safe, 
competitive, and compliant, 27,000 barrel-per- 
day small and independent California refinery 
that it is today. 

Over the past forty-four years, Mr. Belin has 
been a great leader and extremely dedicated 
to Kern, which has ultimately brought the com-
pany to success. In Mr. Belin’s words, ‘‘I gave 
everything I could to Kern; as one might say 
in the game of basketball, I left it all on the 
court! My career goals were simple: work 
hard; ask others their opinion/thoughts; listen 
to them; be decisive; show others the respect 
they deserve; and defend Kern.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great respect that we 
ask our colleagues in the House of Represent-
atives to join us in paying tribute to the career 
of Mr. Jacob Chapman Belin, Jr. We thank 
him for his service and lasting contributions to 
California’s petroleum industry. 
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TRIBUTE TO BISHOP PRESTON 

WARREN WILLIAMS 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, Bishop Preston Warren Williams, 
II is celebrating years of service to the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church in ministry and 
has provided stellar leadership to his church 
on an international level as the 119th con-
secrated bishop of the A.M.E. Church 6th 
Episcopal District, of Georgia; and 

Whereas, Bishop Williams, with the support 
of his wife, Supervisor Dr. Wilma Delores 
Webb Williams, and under the guidance of 
God, has pioneered and sustained the 6th 
Episcopal District, as an instrument in our na-
tion that uplifts the spiritual, physical and men-
tal welfare of our citizens; and 

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious 
man of God has given hope to the hopeless, 
fed the hungry and is a beacon of light to 
those in need; and 

Whereas, Bishop Williams is a spiritual war-
rior, a man of compassion, a fearless leader 
and a servant to all, but most of all a visionary 
who has shared not only with his Church, but 
with my District and the world his passion to 
spread the gospel of Jesus Christ; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Bishop Preston 
Warren Williams, II, as he celebrates service 
in ministry and to salute him as he retires from 
pastoral leadership; A true Man of Excellence; 
now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, 
Jr. do hereby proclaim October 22, 2015 as: 
Bishop Preston Warren Williams, II Day in the 
4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 22nd day of October, 2015. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. FRANCINE R. 
KAUFMAN 

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Dr. Francine R. (Fran) Kaufman, re-
nowned pediatric endocrinologist, author, con-
sultant, professor, researcher, and corporate 
officer in the medical field of diabetes. Dr. 
Kaufman is being honored by The Executives 
of the Los Angeles Jewish Homes at their 
19th Annual Circle of Life Gala, for her ex-
traordinary contributions in the medical field. 

Born in 1951, Fran grew up in Chicago with 
her parents and two siblings. According to 
Fran, she believes she decided to become a 
doctor when she was about four years old, 
under the direction of her father, who was a 
physician. After attending Northwestern Uni-
versity, she obtained her medical degree from 
Chicago Medical School, specializing in Pedi-
atric Medicine with a sub specialty of Endocri-
nology and Metabolism. 

In 1980, Dr. Kaufman was appointed as an 
Instructor in Clinical Pediatrics at the Univer-
sity of Southern California (USC); in 1997 she 
became Professor of Pediatrics at USC; and 

in 2001 she accepted the position as the Head 
of the Center of Diabetes, Endocrinology, and 
Metabolism at Children’s Hospital Los Ange-
les. Currently, Fran is the Chief Medical Offi-
cer and Vice President of Global, Medical, and 
Health Affairs at Medtronic, Inc., a Distin-
guished Professor Emerita of Pediatrics at the 
Keck School of Medicine of USC and at Chil-
dren’s Hospital Los Angeles. 

Some of Fran’s professional volunteer posi-
tions include serving as a Delegate to the 
World Health Organization Assembly in Swit-
zerland, a California Delegate to the Healthy 
School Summit in Washington, D.C. and the 
California Task Force on Childhood Obesity. 
In addition, she was President of the American 
Diabetes Association, Chair of the Youth Con-
sultative Section of the International Diabetes 
Federation, Chair of the National Diabetes 
Education Program, a member of the Advisory 
Council of the Diabetes Branch of the National 
Institutes of Health, and is currently a member 
of the National Association of Medicine, 
among other organizations. 

Dr. Kaufman has received numerous 
awards, including the Juvenile Diabetes Re-
search Foundation Lifetime Achievement 
Award, the American Association of Diabetes 
Educators Living Legend Award, the McGov-
ern American Medical Writers Award, the Cali-
fornia Public Health Advocacy Award, and the 
Charles Siegel Disability Rights Legal Center 
Award of Loyola Law School. Consistently in-
cluded in the annual ‘‘Best Doctors in Amer-
ica’’ list, she has been recognized by the Cali-
fornia State Senate and the Los Angeles City 
Council for her health advocacy efforts, and 
nominated by former Congressman Henry 
Waxman as a Local Legend of Medicine. She 
is also a member of Phi Kappa Phi, USC’s 
honorary society, and was awarded their Un-
dergraduate Writers Humanitarian Award. In 
2009, she received a Telly Award for starring 
in and authoring Diabetes: The Global Epi-
demic, the Discovery Health Documentary. 

Dr. Kaufman is married to Dr. Neal Kauf-
man, MD. She and her husband have two 
sons, Adam and Jonah, and four grand-
children, Maya, Dylan, Logan and Cassia. 

I ask all Members to join me in recognizing 
Dr. Francine R. Kaufman for her significant 
contributions to the medical field for more than 
three decades. 

f 

HONORING MAMIE OSBORNE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mamie Osborne, who 
is an assistant professor of English and has 
devoted herself to teaching and research 
since she began working at MVSU in 1999. 
She completed post-graduate studies at the 
University of Toledo, University of Louisville, 
and University of Mississippi in American lit-
erature, rhetoric and composition, children’s 
and young adult literature, and received an 
undergraduate degree in English from MVSU. 

As a professor, Osborne assisted the De-
partment of English and Foreign Languages’ 
English Education program successfully by 
drafting two NCATE self-study reports and 
earning the program the status of ‘‘Nationally 

Recognized’’ twice; she is a member of Val-
ley’s Quality Enhancement Plan faculty team; 
and she holds membership in the National 
Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) and 
the Black Caucus of NCTE. 

Osborne is a scholar and creative writer. 
Her scholarly and creative works have been 
published in national and international schol-
arly and literary journals including: The South-
ern Quarterly, Valley Voices, Black Magnolias, 
The Kentucky River, and Renditions (Hong 
Kong). Her interview with Sterling Plumpp will 
be published in Conversations with Sterling 
Plumpp by the University Press of Mississippi 
in spring, 2016. She has also made numerous 
presentations at professional conferences and 
serves as an editor for Valley Voices, a na-
tional journal for criticism and writing published 
at MVSU. 

The assistant professor devotes herself to 
community service. Osborne has volunteered 
to help the City of Itta Bena address its com-
munity’s literacy problem by volunteering dur-
ing the summer and after school at the Itta 
Bena Public Library and for the past two years 
conducted workshops for the MVSU Reading 
Institute in children and young adult literature 
and writing. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mamie Osborne, a professor, 
writer, researcher and educator, for her dedi-
cation to serving others and giving back to the 
African American community. 

f 

CONGRATULATING ROBOTHINK ON 
THEIR GRAND OPENINGS IN 
MUNDELEIN AND BUFFALO 
GROVE 

HON. ROBERT J. DOLD 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize RoboThink on their grand opening in 
the Mundelein and Buffalo Grove commu-
nities. RoboThink’s mission is to provide an 
engaging, effective, and innovative way to in-
troduce this STEM education program to 
young individuals K–12 and even beyond. 

RoboThink creatively teaches students how 
to build robots and how to code, while being 
challenged to use their critical thinking, prob-
lem solving and visual spatial abilities. They 
hope to inspire our next generation to pursue 
career paths in engineering. 

Mr. Speaker, this incredible program would 
not be possible without two inspiring young in-
dividuals, Danny Park, the President, and An-
thony Shvets, Program Director, of RoboThink. 
I wish them continued success in the future 
and look forward to working with them in 
growing and expanding their program to thou-
sands of other students. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE BRUCE STREET 
SCHOOL 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 
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Whereas, in 1938, the first school for Afri-

can American children was established in 
Lithonia, Georgia under the name of the 
Lithonia Colored School which would become 
the Lithonia Colored High School and today is 
known as the Bruce Street School, the only 
school for African American children in 
Lithonia until 1968; and 

Whereas, we celebrate and honor all of the 
graduates of the Bruce Street School; and 

Whereas, we recognize them for their tenac-
ity, community service and leadership in build-
ing a strong community that promotes edu-
cation and family; and 

Whereas, upon graduation, these students 
wrote their own stories by becoming produc-
tive citizens, serving in the Armed Services, as 
small business owners, educators, civic lead-
ers, civil servants and community advocates, 
thus allowing our district to have pillars of wis-
dom and strength for many years to come; 
and 

Whereas, the Bruce Street School grad-
uates are distinguished citizens of our district, 
spiritual warriors, persons of compassion, fear-
less leaders and servants to all, but most of all 
citizens that desire to improve the lives of oth-
ers; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize the Bruce Street 
School Classes of 1938 through 1968 as they 
celebrate their All Classes Reunion in Stone 
Mountain, Georgia; now therefore, I, HENRY C. 
‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim No-
vember 7, 2015 as: The Bruce Street School 
Day in the 4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 7th day of November, 
2015. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HISTORICAL 
BAYTOWN MEXICAN SCHOOL 

HON. BRIAN BABIN 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BABIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the Baytown Mexican School for its 
distinction as an Official Texas Historical 
marker. 

The Baytown Mexican School was founded 
in 1923 with the mission of teaching and nur-
turing Mexican-American children as they 
transitioned to English. The school, which was 
staffed by local students from Robert E. Lee 
High School, taught Mexican-American chil-
dren until its closing in 1969. 

In 1992, a new school was built as the suc-
cessor to the Baytown Mexican School. Al-
though the original three room schoolhouse 
has since been demolished, the dedication of 
this historical site will serve as an appropriate 
and lasting tribute to the Baytown Mexican 
School. 

f 

HONORING VETERAN EDISON 
THOMAS BROWN, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable veteran, 
Mr. Edison Thomas Brown, Jr. 

U.S. Army Veteran Edison Thomas Brown, 
Jr. is a Mississippi native who was born and 
reared in the hills of Holmes County within the 
U.S. Second Congressional District. 

Born in the very late 1950’s, Mr. Brown, and 
other youth like him, grew up during the heat 
of oppression, segregation and poverty of the 
Holmes County 1960s civil rights movement. 
Yet, Mr. Brown says, he nor his family ever 
viewed themselves as underclass. 

Although poor by economic standards and 
conditions, he and his siblings learned early of 
the importance of working hard to make a de-
cent living by two nurturing parents, who were 
farmers themselves and who also worked for 
white farmers as well, picking cotton and such. 
His parents were Edison Thomas Brown, Sr. 
and Ednora Randle Brown (both now de-
ceased). 

His father was also a U.S. Army veteran 
who served in World War II. In fact, Mr. Brown 
says he was inspired to volunteer to serve his 
country in the military by his father and eldest 
brother James, a U.S. Army Vietnam veteran. 
After graduating from high school at what is 
formerly known as Tchula Attendance Center 
(TAC) in Tchula, MS, he began his military ca-
reer in July, 1975 at Fort Knox, Ky. 

During his tour of duty, he was trained and 
served as a Track Vehicle Mechanic, special-
izing in diesel repairs. His U.S. military career 
also included service in Gelnhausen, Ger-
many. 

While in the military, he earned the rank of 
Specialist 4th Class (SPEC 4). Proud to serve 
his country, Mr. Brown is grateful that his mili-
tary career afforded him many travels that he 
would not have afforded to make and opportu-
nities he possibly would not have had. 

Mr. Brown’s tour of duly concluded at Fort 
Stewart, GA in 1979; however, he remained in 
reserve status until 1981, when he received 
an Honorable Discharge. 

After the military, Mr. Brown took advantage 
of the GI Bill and began to educate himself 
(part-time) in Electronic Service Technology 
coursework. Over the years, he has served in 
several employment capacities in the Metro 
Jackson area. His longest stint was with 
McRaes Distribution and its merging oper-
ations, 1985–2001. 

Today, a Clinton, Miss, resident in the Sec-
ond Congressional District, Mr. Brown spends 
most of his time actively serving in Holy Tem-
ple Baptist Church of West Jackson, pastored 
by the history-making Rev. Audrey Lynne Hall. 
At Holy Temple as a deacon, he is Chairman 
and also serves as Sunday School Super-
intendent and teacher. He, his wife, Gail, and 
son, Edison, III, have also participated in the 
church’s ongoing Homeless Outreach Ministry 
in which the church gives toiletries, snacks 
and other needful items to the homeless once 
a month at Poindexter Park near Downtown 
Jackson. 

Mr. Brown’s favorite scripture of the Bible in 
which he tries to live by is Proverbs 3:5–6— 
‘‘Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. In all thy 
ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy 
paths.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing a special Veteran, Mr. Edison 
Thomas Brown, Jr., for his dedication and 
support to the Holmes County Community. 

RECOGNIZING THE LIFE AND 
SERVICE OF AUGUSTINE ‘‘GUS’’ 
ORTIZ VEGAS 

HON. MARK DeSAULNIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I, along 
with my colleague Congressman MIKE THOMP-
SON, rise to recognize the life and service of 
Augustine ‘‘Gus’’ Ortiz Vegas, who served 
honorably for fifteen years with the Richmond 
Police Department in Contra Costa County. 

A lifelong Bay Area resident, Mr. Vegas was 
born on August 8, 1957, in San Francisco and 
moved to nearby Vallejo as a young child. He 
was a member of the 1976 graduating class of 
St. Patrick’s High School in Vallejo, where he 
excelled at track, football, and wrestling. 

Those who knew Mr. Vegas admired him for 
his generosity and his empathy. Together with 
his wife Sandra, he ran a non-profit called 
Fostering Greatness that offered mentoring, 
clothing, and other resources to children in the 
local foster care system. 

In his professional career, Mr. Vegas always 
focused on keeping others safe. His first job 
was as Operator at the Equilon refinery in 
Martinez, California, where he was also a res-
cue team member and auxiliary firefighter. In 
1990, he graduated as the Valedictorian of the 
Napa Valley College Police Academy, and in 
2001, began his career with the Richmond Po-
lice Department. 

Officer Vegas applied his tremendous ability 
to connect with others to his work where he 
fully embodied the ideals of community polic-
ing. He went beyond simply deterring crime 
and arresting suspects to having genuine em-
pathy and a connection to the community he 
served. 

Officer Vegas’s aptitude was recognized 
within the department and he became a prop-
erty crimes detective rising through the depart-
ment to become a homicide detective. In 
these roles, he was not only adept at solving 
crimes, but shined in his ability to provide em-
pathy and closure for victims’ families. Officer 
Vegas was versatile in his professional abili-
ties due to his gift to connect with others. In 
his last assignment, he worked closely with 
agencies like the Richmond City Attorney’s Of-
fice and the Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) 
to enforce the City of Richmond’s Municipal 
Codes. 

Officer Vegas cared deeply about his family 
and considered them the most important part 
of his life. Congressman THOMPSON and I 
send our deepest condolences to Officer 
Vegas’ family, including Sandra, his wife of 32 
years, their five sons, five daughters, and 22 
grandchildren. Officer Vegas made a lasting 
impression on our community, and he will be 
greatly missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MRS. BETTY DIXON 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, Mrs. Betty Dixon was born on Oc-
tober 23, 1950 in Atlanta, Georgia and this 
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year she is celebrating a remarkable milestone 
reaching 65 years young; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Dixon has been blessed with 
a long, happy life, devoted to God and credits 
it all to the Will of God, serving faithfully as a 
Deaconess and on the Hospitality Committee 
at Welcome Friend Baptist Church in 
Ellenwood, Georgia; and 

Whereas, Mrs. Dixon is celebrating this day 
on her 65th Birthday with family, church mem-
bers and friends at the Lou Walker Senior 
Center in Lithonia, Georgia; and 

Whereas, she celebrates a life of blessings 
as a Wife, Mother, Grandmother, friend, com-
munity servant and leader; and 

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd, 
guiding her life for 65 years allowing her to 
lead by example, serve as one of God’s cho-
sen servants as a faithful matriarch and a 
community leader; and 

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating today with family and friends giving 
generations of loved ones the opportunity to 
give thanks and display their love for the 
blessings that God has bestowed upon the 
Dixon family; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Betty Dixon 
for an exemplary life which is an inspiration to 
all, now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 23rd, 
2015 as: Mrs. Betty Dixon Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia. 

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of October, 2015. 
f 

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE 
JOHN E. MCDONALD, JR., FIRST 
JUSTICE, EAST BOSTON MUNIC-
IPAL COURT 

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of John E. McDonald, Jr., First Justice, 
East Boston Municipal Court, in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions to his hometown 
of Braintree and commend him for being 
named to the Judges Wall at The Catholic 
University of America, Columbus School of 
Law. 

John Jr. is the son of John E. and Patricia 
M. McDonald who raised John Jr. in the Town 
of Braintree. John relocated to South Boston 
where he made his residence from 1984– 
2011, there he met and married his lovely wife 
Melissa, and had three children, Andrew 13, 
Jack 5, and Kathryn 4, before moving back to 
Braintree in 2011, where he and his family 
now reside. 

John attended Boston College High School 
graduating in 1984. Upon graduating Boston 
College High School, John was accepted to 
Boston College where he received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree, in 1988. John was then 
accepted at prestigious Columbus School of 
Law at The Catholic University of America 
where he obtained his Juris Doctor in 1991. 

Upon his passing the Massachusetts Bar 
Exam, John worked in the Office of the Mas-
sachusetts Attorney General as a Law Clerk. 
In 1991, John joined the Norfolk County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office as an Assistant District 
Attorney where he served from 1991 until 

1994. In 1994, John went into private practice 
by opening the Law Office of John E. McDon-
ald, Jr., focusing on his practice as a Sole 
Practitioner of Criminal and Civil Litigation 
from 1994–2008. Upon completing his suc-
cessful private practice, John was named As-
sistant Clerk Magistrate, Boston Municipal 
Court, Central Division, where he served until 
his appointment by Governor Deval Patrick as 
an Associate Justice of the Central Division of 
the Boston Municipal Court in May of 2013. In 
February 2014, John served as the Presiding 
Justice of the Dorchester Division Drug Court 
until his appointment as the First Justice of 
East Boston Division Drug Court where he 
presently serves. 

John E. McDonald, Jr., has dedicated his 
entire professional career to the field of Law. 
His reputation is impeccable as a judge who 
goes above and beyond in helping others. 
John’s commitment to the East Boston Com-
munity is only exceeded by his love for family, 
and the betterment of those less fortunate. 
John has served as the keynote speaker at 
the Norfolk County Bar Association, The Sal-
vation Army Recovery Program, The East 
Boston Chamber of Commerce, and has vol-
unteered his time in speaking at many Boston 
area schools on the issue of substance abuse, 
and the law. In addition, The Honorable Judge 
John E. McDonald was also named as a panel 
member of the highly prestigious ‘‘Panel on 
Recovery’’ and was asked by Boston Mayor 
Martin J. Walsh to speak before the City of 
Boston ‘‘Recovery Forum.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, John is known for his quick 
sense of humor, and is a true gentleman in 
every sense of the word. He has earned the 
respect of his peers, and when people look 
back on Judge McDonald’s legacy they will re-
member him as a person who was there for 
those struggling in the most difficult cir-
cumstances. Although the honor of being 
named to the Judges Wall will be one highlight 
of many in John’s career, he will most as-
suredly be known for his caring and positive 
impact on the families of East Boston, South 
Boston, and Braintree. 

Mr. Speaker it is my distinct honor to take 
the floor of the House today to join with John 
E. McDonald’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his remarkable serv-
ice and to commend him for the difference he 
has made to the families of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. 

f 

HONORING MR. VERNON AND MRS. 
SHIRLEY HILL 

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Mr. Vernon and Mrs. Shirley Hill of 
New Jersey’s Third Congressional District as 
recipients of the Greater Philadelphia Area 
Leadership Award, and to express my sin-
cerest gratitude to them for their continued 
service to our community. 

The Greater Philadelphia Area Leadership 
Award recognizes business and community 
leaders who have demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to the area through distinguished 
service and steadfast philanthropy. The Hill 
family has been active in various charitable 

projects in the region through the operation of 
their family foundation. Whether it be their 
work with the University of Pennsylvania 
School Of Veterinary Medicine, or in sup-
porting our troops through Operation Helmet, 
this award stands as a testament to their dedi-
cation to using their resources and experience 
to help promote the growth of society. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s 
Third Congressional District are tremendously 
proud to have Vernon and Shirley Hill as in-
volved members of their community. It is my 
honor to celebrate their recent Greater Phila-
delphia Area Leadership Award and recog-
nized their personal and professional accom-
plishments, as well as their significant con-
tributions to our community, before the United 
States House of Representatives. 

f 

HONORING DR. WILLIAM B. 
BYNUM, JR. 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Dr. William B. Bynum, 
Jr., a 25-year higher education professional, 
who was unanimously selected to be the 7th 
President of Mississippi Valley State University 
(MVSU) by the Mississippi Institutions of High-
er Learning Board on October 8, 2013 and he 
began his presidency at ‘‘The Valley’’ on No-
vember 6, 2013. 

A native of Rocky Mount, N.C., Dr. Bynum 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Soci-
ology from Davidson College while on a stu-
dent-athlete scholarship. While at Davidson, 
he also minored in Education and passed the 
National Teachers Exam. He was subse-
quently licensed and certified to teach Social 
Studies and Math in N.C. and Georgia. Dr. 
Bynum went on to earn his masters and Ph.D. 
in Sociology from Duke University while serv-
ing as a Duke Endowment Fellow. Dr. Bynum 
was also a member of the inaugural class of 
the NAFEO-Kellogg Leadership Fellows Pro-
gram, a year-long program specifically de-
signed to train the next generation of presi-
dents/chancellors for minority serving institu-
tions, which was led by then NAFEO presi-
dent—Dr. Frederick Humphries; NAFEO chair-
man—Dr. Joe Johnson, and executive direc-
tor—Dr. Arthur Thomas. As part of the pro-
gram, Dr. Bynum ‘‘shadowed’’ Dr. Harold Mar-
tin, then chancellor of Winston-Salem State 
University and now chancellor of N.C. A &T 
State University. 

As the 7th President, Dr. Bynum’s vision for 
the University is to uplift 6 powerful words that 
are already deeply rooted in ‘‘The Valley’’ cul-
ture. The vision is: ONE GOAL. ONE TEAM. 
ONE VALLEY. The ONE GOAL is Student 
Success (increased enrollment, retention and 
graduation; holistic student development and 
career advancement); The ONE TEAM is Uni-
versity and Community Stakeholders Working 
Together; And the ONE VALLEY is students, 
faculty, staff, alumni and friends actively dem-
onstrating School Pride and Spirituality that is 
second to none! 

Prior to his appointment at MVSU, Dr. 
Bynum served as the Vice President for En-
rollment Management & Student Services at 
Morehouse College (2009–2013), where he 
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was mentored by Morehouse’s 10th president 
Dr. Robert Michael Franklin. While serving at 
Morehouse, Dr. Bynum significantly enhanced 
student-administration relations, improved the 
efficiency and effectiveness of student serv-
ices, started, envisioned and led the initiative 
which established the Parents Council and im-
plemented the nationally acclaimed More-
house ‘‘Appropriate Attire Policy.’’ 

Prior to Morehouse, Dr. Bynum served as 
the Vice President for Student Affairs & Enroll-
ment Management (2000–2009) at The Lin-
coln University (PA). During his nine years of 
service, he was successful in nearly doubling 
Lincoln’s enrollment and recruited the 4 larg-
est new student classes (900+) in the Univer-
sity’s 150 year history. Dr. Bynum also led the 
Board approved Student Enhancement Initia-
tive, which entailed elevating Lincoln from 
NCAA Division III to NCAA Division II ath-
letics, reactivated Lincoln’s membership in the 
Central Intercollegiate Athletic Association 
(CIAA) conference, returned football to the 
campus after a 40 year absence and started 
the University’s first marching band program: 
‘‘The Orange Crush.’’ At Lincoln, Dr. Bynum 
was mentored by Dr. Ivory Nelson, the Univer-
sity’s 12th president, who garnered over $200 
million in capital construction to transform the 
campus physical plant. 

Prior to LU, Dr. Bynum served as the Asso-
ciate Vice President and Dean of Students at 
Clark Atlanta University (1993–2000), and he 
was the Number 2 person in the division that 
recruited the 4 largest classes (1500+) in the 
then 125 year history of CAU. While at CAU, 
Dr. Bynum was mentored by and developed 
strong strategic planning and assessment 
skills from Dr. Doris Walker Weathers. During 
his CAU days, Dr. Bynum was nicknamed 
‘‘Bye-Bye Bynum’’ for his no-nonsense ap-
proach to judicial affairs and enhancing the 
campus culture and environment. 

In addition to his enrollment management 
and student affairs work, Dr. Bynum has lec-
tured and/or taught as well. He served as the 
Covington Distinguished Professor of Soci-
ology at Davidson and at Morehouse, he was 
an adjunct professor in the Leadership Studies 
program and Sociology department. Dr. 
Bynum’s other professional experience in-
cludes research and teaching positions at the 
Georgia Institute of Technology (Georgia 
Tech), Duke University and Durham and 
Edgecombe Community Colleges. He started 
his educational career as a teacher, football 
and wrestling coach in the Rocky Mount (N.C.) 
City School System (1984–87) and the Dekalb 
County (GA) School System (1987–88). Dr. 
Bynum has represented his institutions in nu-
merous external programs and at professional 
conferences, while serving as a presenter or 
moderator. He has authored refereed articles 
in professional journals and presented papers 
with academic and social themes. Trained as 
a Quantitative Sociologist, Dr. Bynum still re-
mains active in research and teaching. His re-
search and teaching interests center around: 
(1) Black Church Studies; (2) Race, Gender 
and Ethnicity; and (3) Organizations, Markets 
and Work. 

His publications include: A co-authored arti-
cle with Duke colleagues in the sociology jour-
nal Social Forces entitled ‘‘Race and Formal 
Volunteering’’; a chapter entitled ‘‘The Black 
Church in America: Demography and Current 
Trends’’ in the book: Exploring The African 
American Experience (3rd edition); and a short 

story entitled ‘‘For the Love of J-Ski’’ in the 
NASPA produced book: Stories of Inspiration: 
Lessons and Laughter in Student Affairs. Dr. 
Bynum is a member of Omicron Delta Kappa, 
Chi Alpha Epsilon and Omega Psi Phi Frater-
nity, Inc. 

A God-loving, God-fearing man, he is mar-
ried to Deborah Elaine Bynum, a manager and 
34 year employee with AT&T Mobility Serv-
ices, and they are the proud parents of six 
children—Tyrone (a student at Georgia State 
University), Tyler (a student-athlete graduate 
of Truett-McConnell College), Chelsea (a stu-
dent at Clark Atlanta University and Army Re-
servist), Zack (a student at Morehouse Col-
lege), Jordan and Jazz (both of whom are At-
lanta Public high school students). 

Dr. Bynum’s personal and professional 
motto is ‘‘Look back and thank God. Look for-
ward and trust God. Look around and serve 
God. Look within and find God.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Dr. William B. Bynum, Jr., a 
teacher, professional and educator for his con-
tribution to serving others and giving back to 
the African American community. 

f 

LAKE ARROWHEAD CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE TO HOST AWARDS 
GALA 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in spe-
cial recognition of the Lake Arrowhead Cham-
ber of Commerce Awards Gala that was held 
on February 20, 2016. Lake Arrowhead is an 
unincorporated mountain community in San 
Bernardino County and is located in my dis-
trict. 

This year, Billie and Harold Weiss will be 
honored as ‘‘Citizens of the Year’’ for their 
contributions to their community. This amazing 
couple volunteers countless hours to several 
organizations, including Meals on Wheels, Ar-
rowhead Arts Association, Operation Provider, 
and the Rim of the World School District. I 
would like to thank Billie and Harold for the 
positive influence they’ve provided mountain 
residents. 

I would like to congratulate LouEddie’s 
Pizza for receiving recognition as the ‘‘Busi-
ness of the Year.’’ Located in Skyforest, 
LouEddie’s is not only well known for their de-
licious cuisine but also for their contributions 
to local causes, which include the Skyforest 
Festival and the Special Olympian dinner. 

Finally, it is an honor to recognize the Rim 
Educational Foundation as the ‘‘Non-Profit of 
the Year.’’ Founded in 1987, the foundation 
raises money for local schools to cover gaps 
in state public education funding. Last year the 
foundation raised $450,000, with 75 percent of 
those funds going directly to classrooms and 
the remainder was donated to the Advance-
ment through Individual Determination (AVID) 
program. This certainly is a remarkable 
achievement. Congratulations to all the hon-
orees who make the 8th Congressional District 
of California a special place to live. 

HONORING BARBARA 
CHRISTENSEN UPON HER RE-
TIREMENT FROM THE SAN 
MATEO COUNTY COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE DISTRICT 

HON. JACKIE SPEIER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
Ms. Barbara Christensen upon her retirement 
as a senior administrator in the San Mateo 
County Community College District. In the 
manner of an Olympic decathlon athlete, Bar-
bara Christensen has exceeded the bar in the 
full range of professional activities over the 
years, and the people of San Mateo County 
have been the beneficiary. 

Hired forty years ago by the district to han-
dle public affairs, Barbara performed her job 
well but quickly realized that a reorganization 
was needed. Soon, each campus of the com-
munity college district was communicating pro-
fessionally with the public, leading to greater 
responsiveness to the public and to the devel-
opment of an individual identity for each cam-
pus. It is a brave professional who defines her 
way out of a job, but Barbara quickly moved 
on to even greater challenges. 

This job title doesn’t formally exist at the 
college district, and I’ll admit that it’s a mouth-
ful, but Barbara Christensen should bear the 
title of ‘‘Chief Land Use Wonk and Go-To-Per-
son With Respect to Frogs and Butterflies.’’ 
While guiding the district’s various develop-
ments, she oversaw the creation of four CEQA 
compliance documents, one of which involved 
the creation of a habitat conservation plan for 
frogs and butterflies. Her leadership in the de-
velopment of apartments for faculty and staff 
of the district, renting at 50% of market rate in 
the Bay Area’s challenging housing market, 
has thrilled employees and concretely dem-
onstrated that the district cares about them 
and their families. The two developments that 
she shepherded through sometimes conten-
tious public hearings earned national recogni-
tion and have inspired other local agencies to 
seriously consider constructing affordable 
housing for public employees. 

Barbara Christensen led the effort to estab-
lish the relationship between the universities 
and community colleges in San Mateo, and 
we now have four year degree programs 
taught at Canada College, offering this cam-
pus’ diverse student body, many of them first- 
generation college students, an affordable, 
convenient option to obtain a four year college 
degree. She secured a $1 million state grant 
to begin this University Center at Canada Col-
lege. 

As our community colleges flourished, Bar-
bara’s contribution to their success became 
even greater. She spearheaded three suc-
cessful bond measures totaling $1 billion. 
Today, the stunning community college cam-
puses of San Mateo County look like every 
modern and highly selective college in the na-
tion. 

The list of Barbara’s successes in the com-
munity college professional decathlon is too 
long to recite, but her willingness to find ‘‘win- 
win’’ choices for contentious issues placed her 
at the center of four decades of successful ne-
gotiations with local taxing entities, nearby 
homeowners, other districts, and the State of 
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California’s personnel. She has been recog-
nized professionally by national public informa-
tion officer associations and served on the 
statewide board of the community college pub-
lic relations professionals. 

Mr. Speaker and members, a college edu-
cation empowers a student to be a better cit-
izen and a stronger participant in our nation’s 
economy. Our community colleges are at the 
center of our nation’s college system, offering 
affordable college and technical degrees to 
millions annually. 

Given the importance of our district and the 
hundreds of thousands who have been edu-
cated during her service, Barbara 
Christensen’s contribution to San Mateo Coun-
ty over four decades will be felt for at least an-
other four decades. We celebrate her retire-
ment, wish her well, and hope that she can 
now have more time for friends and family. 
She has sculpted both the educational and 
physical landscape of San Mateo County. 
There will be big shoes to fill, and a big smile 
to emulate. Her example will inspire others be-
cause San Mateo County’s residents are all 
the beneficiaries of the career of Barbara 
Christensen. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MS. GWENDOLYN 
MASON 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
submit the following Proclamation: 

Whereas, the lives of many in my district 
have been touched by the life of one—Ms. 
Gwendolyn Mason; and 

Whereas, she was born January 11, 1966 in 
Atlanta, Georgia, today she celebrates a mile-
stone in her life, her 50th Birthday; and 

Whereas, this phenomenal woman has 
shared her time and talents for the betterment 
of our community and our nation through her 
tireless works, words of encouragement and 
inspiration; and 

Whereas, Gwendolyn Mason is a warrior for 
those in need, a woman of compassion, a 
fearless leader, a mother, a daughter, a sister, 
a servant to all and truly a friend; her dedi-
cated service is present throughout my district, 
she is an unwavering advocate for youth, the 
elderly, the less fortunate and small busi-
nesses; and 

Whereas, she leads by example from be-
hind the scenes, as well as front and center 
as the Co-founder and Executive Director of 
the Hank Stewart Foundation, Founder of 
G.A.B.B., an employee of Yellow Pages, an 
advocate in the fight against Breast Cancer, 
as a member and minister for her beloved 
church, Solid Rock Ministries and as a mem-
ber in her beloved Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc.; and 

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the 
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this 
day to honor and recognize Ms. Gwendolyn 
Mason on the anniversary of her birth and for 
her outstanding leadership and service to our 
District; now therefore, I, HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ 
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim January 11, 
2016 as: Ms. Gwendolyn Mason Day in the 
4th Congressional District. 

Proclaimed, this 11th day of January, 2016. 

HONORING THE ACADEMIC 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF KEIANA CAVÉ 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the academic achievement of a bright 
young lady from my Congressional district, 
Keiana Cavé. Keiana is just a senior at Lusher 
Charter School in New Orleans, Louisiana, but 
she has accomplished more than many col-
lege graduates. 

Keiana has excelled in and out of the class-
room. She has studied engineering while at 
Lusher, and has been dual enrolled at Tulane 
University, where she has taken biological an-
thropology and environmental geology 
courses. She is on a fast track to earn her 
Ph.D. and has already been recruited by other 
notable institutions. 

Keiana is no stranger to the laboratory. She 
is currently a member of Tulane University’s 
Van Bael lab and has previously served as a 
lab technician with the Louisiana Department 
of Wildlife and Fisheries, and a nanotechnol-
ogy researcher at the University of New Orle-
ans. She has been acknowledged many times 
for her work, including 1st Place U.S. Navy/ 
U.S. Marine Corps Office of Naval Research 
Scholarship and 1st Place United States Air 
Force Certificate of Achievement. Keiana’s 
chemical research project won second place 
out of 2,600 competitors at the 2015 Inter-
national Science and Engineering Fair, win-
ning $1,500.00 as well as receiving honorable 
mention from the Consortium for Ocean Lead-
ership. 

Keiana designed a method that allows the 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to de-
velop certain aidehydes or toxins that form as 
photo-products during oil spills. The MIT Lin-
coln Laboratory and NASA have named the 
orbiting rock ‘‘2000 GD136’’ after Keiana, an 
honor shared by fewer than 15,000 people. 
The planet was discovered in 2000 by the Lin-
coln Laboratory team. 

Keiana’s accomplishments are a testament 
to the fact that she is a true leader and an 
ideal role model for other young people in the 
community. I am confident that she will take 
that responsibility seriously, that she will be 
able to rise to any challenge, and will work 
hard to improve the world around her. I would 
like to congratulate Keiana Cavé on her re-
markable accomplishments and wish her the 
best in her future endeavors. 

f 

HONORING ALHAJI SACCOH 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Alhaji Saccoh for his 
outstanding humanitarian work. A volunteer 
firefighter in Collingdale, PA, Mr. Saccoh has 
led an effort to provide undersupplied fire-
fighters in his native Sierra Leone with des-
perately needed equipment. 

In June of 2013, Mr. Saccoh made his first 
trip to Sierra Leone since fleeing the country’s 
civil war in 2000. A chance visit to Sierra 

Leone’s National Fire Service in Freetown 
brought him face to face with the state of his 
homeland’s fire departments. The firefighters 
he met lacked even the most basic protective 
gear and would frequently respond to calls in 
their street clothes. 

This encounter inspired Mr. Saccoh to 
spearhead an effort to collect used fire gear 
for his counterparts in Sierra Leone. He re-
cently returned from a trip to Sierra Leone, 
during which he volunteered for two months 
with local firefighters and distributed approxi-
mately $50,000 worth of equipment donated 
by several fire companies in Delaware County. 

Mr. Saccoh’s humanitarian work extends be-
yond his work with Sierra Leonean firefighters. 
A graduate of University of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Saccoh is also the founder of the Sierra Leone 
Children’s Fund, a nonprofit organization that 
promotes health and primary education in rural 
Sierra Leone. For his work, Mr. Saccoh has 
been awarded the Legion of Honor from the 
Chapel of the Four Chaplains and recently re-
ceived a Wells Fargo Community Connections 
Grant. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues join me in honoring 
Mr. Saccoh for his tireless humanitarian ef-
forts, both in the United States and abroad. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MRS. CHARLOTTE 
WADSWORTH AS THE OKALOOSA 
COUNTY, FLORIDA TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR 

HON. JEFF MILLER 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. MILLER of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Mrs. Charlotte Wadsworth as the 
Okaloosa County, Florida Teacher of the Year. 
Mrs. Wadsworth has been an inspiration to 
her students, her colleagues, and her commu-
nity, and I am privileged to recognize her suc-
cess and myriad of achievements. 

Mrs. Wadsworth began her teaching career 
homeschooling her own children and then 
working as an hourly teacher for the Blended 
School for two years. In 2009, she began 
working full time as a 2nd Grade Teacher at 
Walker Elementary School before transferring 
to Baker School as a 4th grade teacher in Oc-
tober 2011. Since August 2012, she has 
served in her current capacity as a high 
school English teacher at Baker High School. 

Northwest Florida has been blessed with an 
abundance of exemplary educators. First as a 
teacher homeschooling her children, then dur-
ing her tenure teaching elementary school, 
and now in her current role as a high school 
teacher, Mrs. Wadsworth has proven time and 
again that she understands and values the 
critical role that educators play in the journey, 
development, and success of their pupils. 
Throughout her teaching career, Mrs. Wads-
worth has shown an unwavering commitment 
to inspiring her students to reach their highest 
potential. Most recently, she has demonstrated 
her leadership as yearbook advisor, where 
she enjoys celebrating life’s milestones, rejoic-
ing in students’ athletic and academic accom-
plishments, and capturing events in the Baker 
community. 

Teachers are amongst our most valuable 
public servants, and they play an integral role 
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in shaping the future of our Nation. The 
Okaloosa County Teacher of the Year award 
is a reflection of Mrs. Wadsworth’s tireless 
work ethic and steadfast dedication to the 
Okaloosa County community. She has proven 
to be among the many exceptional teachers in 
Northwest Florida, and her contributions to her 
students and community are unparalleled. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the United States 
Congress, I am proud to recognize Charlotte 
Wadsworth as the Okaloosa County, Florida 
Teacher of the Year and thank her for her 
commitment to service to Northwest Florida. 
My wife Vicki joins me in congratulating Mrs. 
Wadsworth, and we wish her all the best for 
her continued success. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE NOBEL PRIZE 
IN CHEMISTRY BEING AWARDED 
TO DR. AZIZ SANCAR 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, today I would like to recognize 
the tremendous accomplishment of Dr. Aziz 
Sancar for winning the Nobel Prize in Chem-
istry. He and his team have been working for 
decades to understand human DNA more 
thoroughly, and have recently made a break-
through in mapping DNA repair. 

Originally from Turkey, Dr. Sancar earned 
his Ph.D. in molecular and cell biology from 
the University of Texas at Dallas in 1977. It 
was during his time at UT-Dallas that Dr. 
Sancar successfully purified and described a 
bacterial enzyme called photolyase. This dis-
covery was integral to his work that won him 
the Nobel Prize. Dr. Sancar was granted the 
status as a distinguished alumnus of UT-Dal-
las in 2009. His Nobel Prize is the icing atop 
the cake of his everlasting contribution to UT- 
Dallas and its doctoral program in molecular 
and cell biology. He is the first alumnus to win 
a Nobel Prize. 

Dr. Sancar is the Sarah Graham Kenan Pro-
fessor of Biochemistry and Biophysics at the 
University of North Carolina School of Medi-
cine. He has been there since 1982. The work 
he has done at his lab on mapping the cellular 
mechanisms that underlie DNA repair, which 
occurs every single minute of the day in re-
sponse to damage caused by outside forces, 
such as ultraviolet radiation and other environ-
mental factors, is the reason he won the 
Nobel Prize. In particular, Sancar mapped nu-
cleotide excision repair, which is vital to DNA 
subjected to UV damage. His work will create 
a better system of identifying how cancer 
drugs target cancer cells, and will improve 
treatment. 

Mr. Speaker, as a Member of the U.S. Turk-
ish Congressional Caucus, I want to express 
how much I value Turkish Americans’ sci-
entific, political, athletic and artistic contribu-
tions to America’s rich mosaic. I congratulate 
Dr. Sancar for his hard work in mapping DNA 
repair, potential for advancements in cancer 
treatment, and pride he has brought UT-Dallas 
and the greater Dallas community in winning 
the Nobel Prize. And therefore, I want to for-
mally recognize the brilliant Dr. Aziz Sancar in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

HONORING GRACE H. DANIELS 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the late Grace H. Daniels 
for her service to the city of Philadelphia. A 
force in Philadelphia politics and an unwaver-
ing advocate for Philadelphia’s African Amer-
ican community from the late 1940s until her 
death in 1980, Grace’s lifetime of service to 
the people of Philadelphia will be recognized 
this month when 46th Street is renamed 
Grace H. Daniels Way in her honor. 

Shortly after becoming one of the first Afri-
can-American women to graduate from Duke 
University, Grace came to Philadelphia in the 
1940s with her husband Otis and their large 
family. Settling into their new home on 46th 
Street, Grace quickly became active in the 
community and as a parent of nine children in 
the Philadelphia School District. 

It should be no surprise that Grace’s desire 
to help better her community led her to de-
velop an interest in politics. She was elected 
Democratic Committeewoman of Philadel-
phia’s 44th Ward in 1947. She later became 
chairperson of the 44th Ward in 1967 and a 
member of the Democrat State Committee in 
1977, positions she would hold until her death 
in 1980. During her time in Philadelphia poli-
tics, Grace developed a reputation as a loyal 
and dedicated leader who always paid close 
attention to the needs of her constituents. 

Although she is no longer with us, Grace left 
behind an enduring legacy of strong leader-
ship and activism. She is an important part of 
Philadelphia’s history and I am proud that 46th 
Street will be renamed in her honor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you and my other 
distinguished colleagues help me in honoring 
the life and memory of Grace H. Daniels. 

f 

RESTORE THE VOTE 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise on #RestorationTuesday to honor 
the foot soldiers of the Voting Rights Move-
ment. On March 7th of last year, while aboard 
Air Force One en route to Selma for the 50th 
Anniversary of Bloody Sunday, President 
Obama signed the legislation I introduced to 
award the Congressional Gold Medal to the 
Foot Soldiers who participated in Bloody Sun-
day, Turnaround Tuesday, and the final Selma 
to Montgomery Voting Rights Marches in 
1965. 

On that day, 50 years after the march, thou-
sands of grateful Americans gathered in my 
hometown to celebrate and honor the brave 
foot soldiers and all they sacrificed in pursuit 
of equality, justice, and voting rights. Demo-
crats stood side by side with Republicans, and 
the first African American President in our na-
tion’s history stood next to President George 
W. Bush who reauthorized the Voting Rights 
Act just nine years earlier. On that day, we 
shed our party loyalties and came together as 
Americans. 

Sadly, I stand on the floor of the House al-
most one year later, and Republicans continue 
to refuse to bring legislation to restore voting 
rights to the floor for a simple up or down 
vote. The progress that was paid for with the 
blood of the foot soldiers is being rolled back, 
and Congress has done nothing. 

Tomorrow, Republicans and Democrats will 
come together again, this time in our Nation’s 
Capitol, to award the Congressional Gold 
Medal to the foot soldiers who showed such 
bravery 50 years ago. They deserve to be rec-
ognized by our country’s leaders, but this Con-
gress should be giving them much more than 
a medal. They should protect the sacred vot-
ing rights that these brave men and women 
marched for 50 years ago. 

As we are joined tomorrow by the foot sol-
diers of the Civil Rights Movement, I beg my 
colleagues to reflect on the sacrifice they 
made, as well as the ideals they fought for. 
These heroic everyday Americans were con-
fronted with violence and injustice, but were 
not discouraged from fighting for their God 
given rights. I hope that their presence can in-
spire every member of this Congress to 
#RestoreTheVote. 
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COMMEMORATING 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN 
MONTGOMERY BUS BOYCOTT 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, 60 years 
ago today, a pivotal event occurred in Mont-
gomery, Alabama, the birthplace of the mod-
ern Civil Rights Movement. 

On this day 60 years ago, the Montgomery 
Bus Boycott, which began on December 5, 
1955, after Rosa Parks refused to give up her 
seat to a white man and move to ‘‘Colored’’ 
section in the back of the bus, was in its 57th 
day. 

To that point, the boycott had enjoyed re-
markable success. 

Morning buses that normally would be 
crowded with African Americans heading to 
work throughout the city were essentially 
empty. 

Instead, many African Americans gathered 
near the bus stops, waiting for rides, many of 
which came from whites whose primary inter-
est was getting their domestic employees to 
their homes or other workers to their places of 
business. 

Others rode Negro taxis, with many drivers 
giving reduced fares that day. 

But thousands more walked to work and 
school. 

An estimated that some 17,000 African 
Americans took part in the boycott initially, a 
number that would grow to 42,000, aided in 
part by the action by the bus system itself. 

In particular, within days after the boycott 
began, bus officials asked the Montgomery 
City Commission for permission to close 
routes to many of the primary black commu-
nities, arguing that the boycott had made serv-
ice to those areas no longer financially attrac-
tive. 

So in those parts of town, even the handful 
of African Americans who might have wanted 
to use the buses could not do so. 
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In the early days of the boycott African 

American taxi companies helped transport 
former bus riders and did so for the reduced 
fare of 10 cents per ride. 

In retaliation, city officials began strictly en-
forcing a long dormant city ordinance that set 
minimum fares at 45 cents, which priced taxi 
rides on a daily basis out of the reach of many 
working-class African Americans. 

But despite the backlash, retaliation, and 
harassment by the local police, the boycott 
would not be broken. 

The most sweeping official action designed 
to intimidate boycott leaders came in February 
1956, when the Montgomery grand jury in-
dicted 89 boycott leaders, including the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.; Rosa Parks; Rev. 
Ralph David Abernathy; and several other par-
ticipating black ministers. 

The charges were based on a seldom-en-
forced 1921 state statute that barred boycotts 
without,‘‘just cause.’’ 

Those indicted were arrested over the next 
few days, booked and released on bond. 

But as official tactics failed to discourage 
the boycott, unofficial intimidation would soon 
take a more dangerous turn such as the 
bombing of the parsonage in which King and 
his family lived was bombed. 

Mr. Speaker, the Montgomery Bus Boycott 
showed the nation and the world that there is 
a limit to a people’s patience and tolerance in 
the face of injustice. 

In rebelling against the unjust, unfair, dehu-
manizing, and discriminatory practice of racial 
segregation, the Montgomery Bus Boycotters 
were acting in the finest American tradition, 
following the admonition in the Declaration of 
Independence that: 

[A]ll experience hath shewn, that mankind 
are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable, than to right themselves by abol-
ishing the forms to which they are accus-
tomed. 

But when a long train of abuses and 
usurpations, pursuing invariably the same 
Object evinces a design to reduce them under 
absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is 

their duty, to throw off such Government, 
and to provide new Guards for their future 
security. 

Mr. Speaker, the books of literature are 
filled with stories about the plucky underdog 
striving and succeeding against the odds but 
what is amazing and remarkable about the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott is that it is a modern 
day story of little David felling mighty Goliath 
that has the advantage of being true and in-
spired other successful social movements 
around the world. 

The Montgomery Boycott shows that one 
person can make a difference and can inspire 
similar acts of courage in others which when 
combined send out ripples of hope that, as 
Robert Kennedy, said ‘‘can sweep down the 
mightiest walls of oppression and resistance.’’ 

Rosa Parks said she acted because she 
wanted to be free: 

Whatever my individual desires were to be 
free, I was not alone. There were many oth-
ers who felt the same way. 

And inspired by her example, others acted, 
and then joined by the actions of others, and 
then still others, the bus boycott succeeded. 

Mr. Speaker, 60 years has passed since a 
small band of committed activists, armed only 
with their faith in a righteous cause, won the 
battle of Montgomery and set in motion a 
movement that tore down the walls of legal-
ized injustice across the South. 

They changed America for the better and for 
that we owe them an eternal debt of gratitude. 
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TRIBUTE TO ACEL MOORE SR. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 23, 2016 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to celebrate the life of Acel Moore Sr., a 
journalist who was a trailblazing change agent 
who died on Jan. 12. Born in South Philadel-

phia in 1940, he joined the U.S. Army after 
graduating high school. And then he decided 
to set his sights on a career in journalism and 
was hired as a clerk at the Philadelphia In-
quirer. During his 43-year career at the In-
quirer, he rose through the ranks from clerk to 
reporter, columnist, member and associate 
editor of the editorial board and ultimately was 
named the newspaper’s Associate Editor 
Emeritus. Along the way he was awarded a 
Pulitzer Prize for investigative reporting and 
was named a Nieman Fellow at Harvard Uni-
versity. 

While his primary focus was reporting the 
news, he also dedicated himself to opening 
the doors of the esteemed fourth estate to mi-
norities. He was a founder of the Association 
of Black Journalists and the National Associa-
tion of Black Journalists. And, because of his 
advocacy the complexion of journalists in 
newsrooms across the nation changed. He 
also co-produced and hosted a 
groundbreaking television program, on PBS, 
‘‘Black Perspective on the News.’’ The pro-
gram attracted African American journalists 
from across the country, focusing on national 
issues. 

In spite of his accomplishments he never 
stopped being a man of the people, proudly 
representing his community. He was as com-
fortable interviewing mayors, judges and 
congresspersons as he was interviewing sani-
tation workers and the lady on the block hold-
ing a bat as she attempted to rid her neighbor-
hood of gang violence. 

Today there are hundreds of young people 
of color who are working journalists because 
they were mentored by Mr. Moore, or they 
were part of minority high school journalism 
programs he began or were simply inspired by 
his advocacy to make American journalism 
more inclusive. 

With his death we have lost a powerful 
voice, but he has left such a legacy of dedica-
tion to journalism, justice and inclusion that we 
are all forever changed. 
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