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only six months after his wife Dianne’s pass-
ing, is deeply saddening, and he will be great-
ly missed by the many people he helped.

——————

TRIBUTE TO BISHOP MILES E.
FOWLER

HON. HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR.

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
submit the following Proclamation:

Whereas, Bishop Miles E. Fowler, is cele-
brating thirty-eight years as pastor of Big Miller
Grove Missionary Baptist Church in Lithonia,
Georgia; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler under the guidance
and calling of God, began preaching the word
of God forty-one years ago; and

Whereas, thirty-eight years ago upon be-
coming pastor at Big Miller Grove Missionary
Baptist Church, he has transformed the church
into a City of Refuge for Saints in DeKalb
County; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler has been a trail-
blazer, teaching the gospel on a national and
international level, motivating us all to live a
life that is worthy of imitation of God’s grace:
humility, love, godliness, integrity and a com-
mitment to prayer; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler served our nation
with honor as a member of the United States
Air Force, past opening speaker for the Geor-
gia State Senate and guest Chaplin for open-
ing the United States Congress; and

Whereas, this remarkable and tenacious
man of God continues to be a blessing to us
as a spiritual leader, an educator and a com-
munity leader who not only talks the talk, but
walks the walk; and

Whereas, Bishop Fowler is a spiritual war-
rior, a man of compassion, an author and a
servant to all, but most of all a visionary who
has shared with his Church, my District and
the world his passion to spread the gospel of
Jesus Christ; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Bishop Miles E.
Fowler, as he celebrates his 38th Pastoral An-
niversary; now therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK”
JOHNSON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 25,
2015 as: Bishop Miles E. Fowler Day in the
4th Congressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 25th day of October, 2015.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE REDUCING
LONG-TERM UNEMPLOYMENT ACT

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON

OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, today, | intro-
duce the Reducing Long-Term Unemployment
Act, to address one of the lingering workforce
tragedies in today’s economy—our long-term
unemployed—and to keep the economy grow-
ing. Although the overall unemployment rate
has fallen below 5 percent, Americans who
have remained unemployed for longer than 27
weeks have not enjoyed a similar recovery. In
January 2016, the number of long-term unem-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

ployed (those jobless for 27 weeks or more)
was 2.1 million, which accounted for 26.9 per-
cent of the total unemployed population.

To make matters even worse, the long-term
unemployed now face employment discrimina-
tion as employers show reluctance to hire job-
seekers because of the length of their unem-
ployment. Therefore, my bill provides a nec-
essary incentive to hire the long-term unem-
ployed—a $5,000 tax credit for employers
against their payroll tax liability for each (net)
new long-term unemployed person they hire.
The tax credit is large enough to give employ-
ers an incentive to increase the hiring and
wages of those who have been unjustifiably
left behind, while ensuring that the economy
benefits from their participation. The credit
would be available to the broadest base of
employers because every employer—govern-
ment, non-profit, and for-profit—pays payroll
taxes, and employers could claim the credit on
a quarterly rather than annual basis. Accord-
ing to the independent, non-partisan Congres-
sional Budget Office, the proposal would “in-
crease both output and employment,” through
four mechanisms: (1) with lower employment
costs, employers would reduce the costs of
their products and services, which, in turn,
would first boost sales and then hiring and
hours worked; (2) employers would pass on
some of the tax savings to employees in the
form of higher wages or other compensation,
which, in turn, would increase employees’ pur-
chasing power; (3) higher profits would lead to
higher stock prices for public companies, in-
creasing shareholders’ wealth and therefore
their willingness to spend; and (4) with lower
employment costs, employers would increase
hiring. The bill has safeguards to prevent em-
ployers from gaming the system, including de-
nying a credit to an employer that fires one
employee and hires a replacement in order to
take advantage of the incentive.

For some time, it has been clear that tar-
geted policies are necessary to address to-
day’s stubborn long-term unemployment rates.
Without significant targeting, the long-term un-
employed are in danger of becoming perma-
nently unemployed. This group of competent
and experienced Americans deserves better.

| urge my colleagues to support this bill.

DUANE PATTERSON
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Duane Patterson, owner of
Body & Sole Connection, for receiving the Am-
bassador of the Year award from the West
Chamber of Jefferson County.

The West Chamber Ambassadors are the
hospitality arm of the Chamber. They help
members by inviting them to events, intro-
ducing them to other members and making
new members feel a part of the West Cham-
ber family.

Duane Patterson embodies all the qualities
of a great ambassador. His dedication to the
West Chamber is evident in his diligent atten-
tion to his Ambassador duties. Duane is sim-
ply everywhere there is a West Chamber func-
tion—whether it's a ribbon cutting registering
and greeting guests, or helping to set up for
major events.

February 23, 2016

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Duane Patterson for his well-deserved honor
by The West Chamber serving Jefferson
County. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same commitment to the community in the fu-
ture.

HONORING REV. ROBERT L.
MILLER

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor a God-fearing and im-
pressionistic man Rev. Robert L. Miller. Rev.
Miller has shown what can be done through
tenacity, dedication and a desire to serve God.

Rev. Miller has done many things through-
out his life, but inside he has always been a
preacher. At 89 years old, he can’t see himself
ever hanging it up, because it's his calling.
Some of the members of the church have said
their church will close its doors if he leaves.

He is currently serving five churches on a
rotation schedule where he will do two serv-
ices a Sunday except one Sunday a month,
he only does one service.

Forty years ago in July is when he first took
the pulpit at New Mount Zion M. B. Church.
Eleven years later in June 1986, he began
serving his fifth church, Locust Grove M. B.
Church.

He also preached at Providence M. B.
Church from 1971 until 1986. He has served
as vice moderator of the Sharkey County Bap-
tist Association and is currently the moderator
of the Warren County Baptist Association.

He was ordained in December 1968 and
started serving his first church just weeks
later.

The profession is so much a part of his
soul; oftentimes he slides into preacher mode
mid-conversation. The only job Rev. Miller has
ever had besides being a preacher was a let-
ter carrier for 25 years.

At 18, Miller was drafted and left high
school to join World War Il. He spent time in
France, England, Belgium and Germany as a
medic. Once the war was over, he returned to
Vicksburg to finish his high school degree at
Bowman High School.

Rev. Miller married two years later and had
eight children with his wife of almost 30 years.
She passed away in 1979. He was remarried
in August 2013 to Elease Fisher Miller.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Rev. Robert L. Miller for 40
years of service to New Mount Zion M. B.
Church.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE TOWN OF
HAVERSTRAW

HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Town of Haverstraw in Rockland
County, New York, as it begins the celebration
of its 400th anniversary year. | am honored to
represent in the Congress this community with
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