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year she is celebrating a remarkable milestone
reaching 65 years young; and

Whereas, Mrs. Dixon has been blessed with
a long, happy life, devoted to God and credits
it all to the Will of God, serving faithfully as a
Deaconess and on the Hospitality Committee
at Welcome Friend Baptist Church in
Ellenwood, Georgia; and

Whereas, Mrs. Dixon is celebrating this day
on her 65th Birthday with family, church mem-
bers and friends at the Lou Walker Senior
Center in Lithonia, Georgia; and

Whereas, she celebrates a life of blessings
as a Wife, Mother, Grandmother, friend, com-
munity servant and leader; and

Whereas, the Lord has been her Shepherd,
guiding her life for 65 years allowing her to
lead by example, serve as one of God’s cho-
sen servants as a faithful matriarch and a
community leader; and

Whereas, we are honored that she is cele-
brating today with family and friends giving
generations of loved ones the opportunity to
give thanks and display their love for the
blessings that God has bestowed upon the
Dixon family; and

Whereas, the U.S. Representative of the
Fourth District of Georgia has set aside this
day to honor and recognize Mrs. Betty Dixon
for an exemplary life which is an inspiration to
all, now therefore, I, HENRY C. “HANK” JOHN-
SON, Jr. do hereby proclaim October 23rd,
2015 as: Mrs. Betty Dixon Day in the 4th Con-
gressional District of Georgia.

Proclaimed, this 23rd day of October, 2015.

———

IN HONOR OF THE HONORABLE
JOHN E. McDONALD, JR., FIRST
JUSTICE, EAST BOSTON MUNIC-
IPAL COURT

HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH

OF MASSACHUSETTS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. LYNCH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of John E. McDonald, Jr., First Justice,
East Boston Municipal Court, in recognition of
his outstanding contributions to his hometown
of Braintree and commend him for being
named to the Judges Wall at The Catholic
University of America, Columbus School of
Law.

John Jr. is the son of John E. and Patricia
M. McDonald who raised John Jr. in the Town
of Braintree. John relocated to South Boston
where he made his residence from 1984—
2011, there he met and married his lovely wife
Melissa, and had three children, Andrew 13,
Jack 5, and Kathryn 4, before moving back to
Braintree in 2011, where he and his family
now reside.

John attended Boston College High School
graduating in 1984. Upon graduating Boston
College High School, John was accepted to
Boston College where he received his Bach-
elor of Arts degree, in 1988. John was then
accepted at prestigious Columbus School of
Law at The Catholic University of America
where he obtained his Juris Doctor in 1991.

Upon his passing the Massachusetts Bar
Exam, John worked in the Office of the Mas-
sachusetts Attorney General as a Law Clerk.
In 1991, John joined the Norfolk County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office as an Assistant District
Attorney where he served from 1991 until
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1994. In 1994, John went into private practice
by opening the Law Office of John E. McDon-
ald, Jr., focusing on his practice as a Sole
Practitioner of Criminal and Civil Litigation
from 1994-2008. Upon completing his suc-
cessful private practice, John was named As-
sistant Clerk Magistrate, Boston Municipal
Court, Central Division, where he served until
his appointment by Governor Deval Patrick as
an Associate Justice of the Central Division of
the Boston Municipal Court in May of 2013. In
February 2014, John served as the Presiding
Justice of the Dorchester Division Drug Court
until his appointment as the First Justice of
East Boston Division Drug Court where he
presently serves.

John E. McDonald, Jr., has dedicated his
entire professional career to the field of Law.
His reputation is impeccable as a judge who
goes above and beyond in helping others.
John’s commitment to the East Boston Com-
munity is only exceeded by his love for family,
and the betterment of those less fortunate.
John has served as the keynote speaker at
the Norfolk County Bar Association, The Sal-
vation Army Recovery Program, The East
Boston Chamber of Commerce, and has vol-
unteered his time in speaking at many Boston
area schools on the issue of substance abuse,
and the law. In addition, The Honorable Judge
John E. McDonald was also named as a panel
member of the highly prestigious “Panel on
Recovery” and was asked by Boston Mayor
Martin J. Walsh to speak before the City of
Boston “Recovery Forum.”

Mr. Speaker, John is known for his quick
sense of humor, and is a true gentleman in
every sense of the word. He has earned the
respect of his peers, and when people look
back on Judge McDonald’s legacy they will re-
member him as a person who was there for
those struggling in the most difficult cir-
cumstances. Although the honor of being
named to the Judges Wall will be one highlight
of many in John’s career, he will most as-
suredly be known for his caring and positive
impact on the families of East Boston, South
Boston, and Braintree.

Mr. Speaker it is my distinct honor to take
the floor of the House today to join with John
E. McDonald’s family, friends, and contem-
poraries to thank him for his remarkable serv-
ice and to commend him for the difference he
has made to the families of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.

———————

HONORING MR. VERNON AND MRS.
SHIRLEY HILL

HON. THOMAS MacARTHUR

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor Mr. Vernon and Mrs. Shirley Hill of
New Jersey’s Third Congressional District as
recipients of the Greater Philadelphia Area
Leadership Award, and to express my sin-
cerest gratitude to them for their continued
service to our community.

The Greater Philadelphia Area Leadership
Award recognizes business and community
leaders who have demonstrated a strong com-
mitment to the area through distinguished
service and steadfast philanthropy. The Hill
family has been active in various charitable
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projects in the region through the operation of
their family foundation. Whether it be their
work with the University of Pennsylvania
School Of Veterinary Medicine, or in sup-
porting our troops through Operation Helmet,
this award stands as a testament to their dedi-
cation to using their resources and experience
to help promote the growth of society.

Mr. Speaker, the people of New Jersey’s
Third Congressional District are tremendously
proud to have Vernon and Shirley Hill as in-
volved members of their community. It is my
honor to celebrate their recent Greater Phila-
delphia Area Leadership Award and recog-
nized their personal and professional accom-
plishments, as well as their significant con-
tributions to our community, before the United
States House of Representatives.

HONORING DR. WILLIAM B.
BYNUM, JR.

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 23, 2016

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to honor Dr. William B. Bynum,
Jr., a 25-year higher education professional,
who was unanimously selected to be the 7th
President of Mississippi Valley State University
(MVSU) by the Mississippi Institutions of High-
er Learning Board on October 8, 2013 and he
began his presidency at “The Valley” on No-
vember 6, 2013.

A native of Rocky Mount, N.C., Dr. Bynum
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree in Soci-
ology from Davidson College while on a stu-
dent-athlete scholarship. While at Davidson,
he also minored in Education and passed the
National Teachers Exam. He was subse-
quently licensed and certified to teach Social
Studies and Math in N.C. and Georgia. Dr.
Bynum went on to earn his masters and Ph.D.
in Sociology from Duke University while serv-
ing as a Duke Endowment Fellow. Dr. Bynum
was also a member of the inaugural class of
the NAFEO-Kellogg Leadership Fellows Pro-
gram, a year-long program specifically de-
signed to train the next generation of presi-
dents/chancellors for minority serving institu-
tions, which was led by then NAFEO presi-
dent—Dr. Frederick Humphries; NAFEO chair-
man—Dr. Joe Johnson, and executive direc-
tor—Dr. Arthur Thomas. As part of the pro-
gram, Dr. Bynum “shadowed” Dr. Harold Mar-
tin, then chancellor of Winston-Salem State
University and now chancellor of N.C. A &T
State University.

As the 7th President, Dr. Bynum’s vision for
the University is to uplift 6 powerful words that
are already deeply rooted in “The Valley” cul-
ture. The vision is: ONE GOAL. ONE TEAM.
ONE VALLEY. The ONE GOAL is Student
Success (increased enrollment, retention and
graduation; holistic student development and
career advancement); The ONE TEAM is Uni-
versity and Community Stakeholders Working
Together; And the ONE VALLEY is students,
faculty, staff, alumni and friends actively dem-
onstrating School Pride and Spirituality that is
second to none!

Prior to his appointment at MVSU, Dr.
Bynum served as the Vice President for En-
rollment Management & Student Services at
Morehouse College (2009-2013), where he
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