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At the very least, we ought to allow
the Veterans Administration doctors
to work with their patients on this
matter. That is why I will again be in-
troducing my amendment that would
make it clear that VA doctors in
States where it is legal can work with
their patients on medical marijuana.

Since I first introduced this legisla-
tion, I have watched growing support
on the floor of the House for an amend-
ment that would accomplish this.
There has been interest in the Senate.
Veterans groups are aware of this dis-
crimination and the Veterans Adminis-
tration’s sorry record when it comes to
helping our veterans with these chron-
ic conditions by using conventional
painkillers that lead to addiction and
death.

Medical marijuana appears safer, ef-
fective, and is a low-cost way to deal
with chronic pain. Nobody dies from an
overdose of medical marijuana. Let’s
add this to our discussion, promote
more effective research, and let VA
doctors meet with their patients to
talk about this as an alternative.

———

SUPPORTING THE RIGHTS OF THE
WOMEN AIRFORCE SERVICE PI-
LOTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, as
the author of legislation that awarded
the Congressional Gold Medal to the
Women Airforce Service Pilots, better
known as the WASP, I rise in strong
support of this bill, H.R. 4336, the
Women Airforce Service Pilots Arling-
ton Inurnment Restoration Act, pre-
sented by the gentlewoman from Ari-
zona (Ms. MCSALLY), my great friend
and colleague. This legislation seeks to
restore eligibility to these brave
women pioneers for burial at Arlington
National Cemetery with full military
honors.

The WASP were the first women in
U.S. history to fly our military air-
craft. During World War II, a time of
great global conflict, these courageous
women volunteered to fly noncombat
missions so that every available male
pilot could be deployed in combat.

The WASP served our Nation without
hesitation and with no expectation of
recognition or praise. More than 25,000
women applied for the program, but
only 1,074 selected women earned their
wings. Between the years 1942 and 1944,
the WASP logged more than 60 million
miles. With the exception of direct
combat missions, the WASP flew the
same aircraft as male pilots.

Although they took the military
oath, the WASP were not recognized as
military personnel for their time in
service. Their patriotic contributions
went unrecognized for many decades. It

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

wasn’t until 1977 that Congress granted
them veteran status; and then in 2002,
the Arlington National Cemetery de-
cided to allow the WASP, among others
listed as Active Duty designees, to re-
ceive benefits consistent with the sta-
tus that they had so rightfully earned.
Unfortunately, last year, the Depart-
ment of the Army rescinded this deci-
sion and ruled that the WASP were in-
eligible for burial at that site, citing a
lack of space.

This is simply unacceptable, Mr.
Speaker. These women deserve to be
treated honorably, and our military
branch should allocate the necessary
space to accommodate these coura-
geous women who sacrificed so much
for our country.

We cannot just consider these women
to be ineligible. These honorable
women answered the call to serve dur-
ing World War II. They did not turn
their backs on the American people nor
on their fellow servicemen. Their
rights at Arlington National must be
restored. We have to do this for the
present and future generations to
come.

Today, women in our military fly
every type of aircraft, from the F-15 to
the space shuttle, and I know this be-
cause my daughter-in-law, Lindsay
Nelson Lehtinen, has flown combat
missions both in Iraq and Afghanistan
for the Marines. This opportunity was
afforded to Lindsay thanks to the serv-
ice of the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots. They were the trailblazers. They
set the stage for women in the mili-
tary.

I have been fortunate enough to per-
sonally meet some of these heroic
women. As pictured in this poster, I
presented south Florida WASP Ruth
Shafer Fleisher and Frances Sargent
with copies of the bill that I introduced
and passed in Congress with the help of
SUSAN DAVIS, and which was signed by
the President, that honored the invalu-
able contributions of these heroic fe-
male pilots. We had this celebration at
the Wings Over Miami Air Museum,
which has served as the foundation for
our community to learn more about
veterans and aviators, including our
proud WASP.

Throughout my years in Congress, 1
have also had the pleasure of meeting
other south Florida WASP, including
Shirley Kruse, pictured here, Bee
Haydu, and Helen Wyatt Snapp. Al-
though Frances and Helen are no
longer with us, they still live in our
hearts and in our minds, and they are
embedded in the rich history of our
great Nation.

Mr. Speaker, we need to do what is
right for our valiant, patriotic women
and their wonderful families. The
House Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
will bring up Congresswoman
McSALLY’s bill tomorrow, Thursday,
during a markup. I encourage all of our
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
support and pass this important and
necessary bill so that we can continue
to honor these women pioneers.
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These women must receive the rec-
ognition that they are due. We must
give them back the right that they
earned, to be buried at Arlington.
Thank you very much to these brave
patriots.

——————

REAUTHORIZATION OF CHILD
NUTRITION PROGRAMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of ef-
forts to reauthorize child nutrition
programs.

Last year the House and the Senate
worked together in a bipartisan fashion
to reauthorize our elementary and sec-
ondary education programs. I rise
today to urge my colleagues on both
sides of the aisle to carry forward that
momentum to complete a much-needed
review and renewal of Federal child nu-
trition programs. In doing so, Mr.
Speaker, I would urge my colleagues to
employ similar goals and objectives:
simplify, streamline, and empower
State and local education agencies
when reauthorizing these programs.

In particular, this approach can ben-
efit our students and families by find-
ing a path forward to simplify and
streamline existing Federal nutrition
and meal requirements without sacri-
ficing the beneficial dietary value that
school meals bring to students’ daily
lives. Much like we empowered our
teachers to establish the curriculum
and standards to best teach students
they know so well, we likewise should
empower those who know what our stu-
dents will actually eat: the school pro-
fessionals who work with the goal of
making sure our children are able to
enjoy healthy, nutritious meals.

Likewise, we can use this oppor-
tunity to continue efforts to ensure
that our existing Federal nutrition
programs are providing adequate and
appropriate training to school profes-
sionals, as well as the resources nec-
essary to improve and enhance our
school meal delivery system.

Mr. Speaker, this opportunity will
allow us to strengthen existing pro-
grams that strive to get nutritious
meals to children year-round, and at
earlier ages. Existing programs like
the Summer Food Service Program can
be enhanced and made more efficient
to make sure they effectively reach
those children who are most in need of
quality, healthy meals. We can collabo-
rate with Head Start, afterschool, and
early childhood programs to better en-
gage them in existing Federal pro-
grams that offer nutritious meals to
young children most in need.

We have a strong infrastructure in
place to provide children and families
with quality, healthy meals, and we
have an excellent opportunity to im-
prove these programs. I respectfully
call on my colleagues on both sides of
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