February 29, 2016

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude any extraneous material on the
subject of this Special Order.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, one of
the concerns that I think we in the
Congressional Black Caucus have as it
relates to the Presidency of President
Obama—and Representative BEATTY
pointed this out—is that there is a feel-
ing in many corners of America that
this President is treated differently.

I am not sure if it is because there
are some people here in the Capitol
who have something against folks from
Hawaii. I am not sure if it is his Kansas
roots. I don’t know if they dislike the
fact that he was a community orga-
nizer in terms of one of the jobs that he
held after school.

I don’t know if they dislike the fact
that he is so well educated from Co-
lumbia and Harvard Law Schools. I
don’t know if it is the fact that he was
the President of the Harvard Law Re-
view or a constitutional law professor
at the University of Chicago Law
School, one of the top five law schools
in this country.

I don’t really know what it is about
Barack Obama that they want to treat
him differently than almost any other
President who has served at 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue. I am trying to figure
it out. What is it about Barack Obama
that he has to be treated with such dis-
respect?

The amazing thing to me is that they
have actually failed to stop this Presi-
dent. They gave him no assistance as it
relates to trying to turn the economy
around.

He inherited a train wreck from
George W. Bush and has gotten the
economy back on track. Not a single
Member from the other side of the aisle
voted for the stimulus package, which
was necessary to stabilize the economy
and then build it up.

There was 71 consecutive months of
private sector job creation, and 14 mil-
lion-plus private sector jobs were cre-
ated under this Presidency. The unem-
ployment rate has gone from over 10
percent to under 5 percent. The stock
market has gone from 6,000 to over
16,000.

The deficit has been reduced by more
than $1 trillion. Gas prices are below $2
per gallon. More than 18 million pre-
viously uninsured Americans now have
health coverage.

Not a single one of those accomplish-
ments occurred with a vote from the
other side of the aisle. What is it about
this President that they don’t like?

Now, in his final term—and, by the
way, speaking to strict construc-
tionists—when you look at the United
States Constitution, I can’t find a 3-
year term. I can’t find it. It is a 4-year
term with 325 days left.
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All we are asking is that they just do
their job. It is pretty simple. Give who-
ever the President puts forth a fair
hearing. They have the votes to defeat
any of his nominees.

Let me ask my colleague from Ohio.
What I haven’t been able to understand
is this Justice who I have disagreed
with on many issues. Although he was
strong—Justice Scalia—on the privacy
rights of the American people, the
Fourth Amendment—was concerned
about the criminalization of politics,
these are areas where there is some
common ground.

And certainly he was a giant in
terms of legal thought. The news of his
demise was barely out for public con-
sumption when MITCH MCCONNELL
issued a statement saying: We are not
considering anyone that President
Obama puts forth.

How do you explain that? How do you
interpret that reaction? We couldn’t
even respect the death of Justice
Scalia before the vacancy was politi-
cized, before he was even buried and
funeralized.

Mrs. BEATTY. Congressman
JEFFRIES, I think you answered that
question for me when you gave the
long list of successes that this Presi-
dent has done without their help.

That gave me pause to think: What is
it that is keeping them from doing
their job? Why is it that they are so
threatened?

Maybe it is the success that this
President has brought forth not for you
and I, not for the 435 Members of us,
but he has done this for this Nation. He
has made it a better place.

When we look at what the Justices
do and represent, when we think about
liberties and freedoms and the econ-
omy and our rights, I think they are
afraid that he will appoint someone
who will have that same scholarship,
who will have that same success, some-
one who will bring balance. I think
they are afraid of the balance.

In the words of another one of our
colleagues, I might add, from the great
State of Ohio, Congresswoman MARCIA
FUDGE, former chair of the Congres-
sional Black Caucus—she has words
that she is entering, but I would like to
quote from her words to remind us why
we are saying: Senate Republicans, do
your job.

She reminds us, as Members of Con-
gress, we made a promise to our con-
stituents that we would faithfully dis-
charge the duties and the oath of office
which we took, which we were elected
to. She reminded me in her words that
it is so important for us to say tonight
to the Senate: Do your job. Do your
job.

I think they are afraid. So I am going
to issue a challenge. Congresswoman
BARBARA LEE said that you are here to-
night initiating this topic because we
are sounding the alarm, we are ringing
the bell.

I challenge them to answer that
question. I challenge them to share
with not only the Congressional Black
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Caucus, not only the Members of Con-
gress, not only the Members of the
Senate, but they have an obligation to
America, to the citizens of these
United States, Mr. Speaker, for them
to tell us why they are not doing their
job.

Mr. JEFFRIES. I thank the distin-
guished gentlewoman for those very
powerful words. I can only hope, as we
close this Special Order hour, that our
colleagues from across this Capitol will
see fit simply to adhere to their con-
stitutional responsibilities to consider
any nominee put forth by President
Obama comprehensively and fairly and
to faithfully execute those obligations
consistent with their oath of office, not
for the good of this President, not for
the good of this Article I Congress, but
for the good of the United States of
America.

I yield back the balance of my time.

———

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. CULBERSON (at the request of Mr.
MCcCARTHY) for today and March 1 on
account of district business.

Ms. JACKSON LEE (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today and March 1 on
account of representational duties in
her congressional district.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas
(at the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today
and March 1.

Mrs. NAPOLITANO (at the request of
Ms. PELOSI) for today through March 4.

————
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 12 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow, Tues-
day, March 1, 2016, at 10 a.m. for morn-
ing-hour debate.

———————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

4494. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel
and Readiness, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter authorizing ten officers
to wear the insignia of the grade of major
general or brigadier general, as indicated,
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B); Public Law
104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by Public Law
108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat. 1458); to the
Committee on Armed Services.

4495. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel
and Readiness, Department of Defense,
transmitting a letter authorizing Colonel
Paul H. Pardew, United States Army, to
wear the insignia of the grade of brigadier
general, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 777(b)(3)(B);
Public Law 104-106, Sec. 503(a)(1) (as added by
Public Law 108-136, Sec. 509(a)(3)); (117 Stat.
1458); to the Committee on Armed Services.

4496. A letter from the Acting Principal
Deputy for the Under Secretary, Personnel
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