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If we give these laboratories of de-
mocracy across the country the ability
to innovate and the ability to meet the
needs of the people that they serve,
then they will do that. Government has
always been most effective when it is
closest to the people. I served on a
school board. I know that I had a lot
more interaction with my constituents
on the school board because I lived in
the same community with them than I
did as a State legislator or even as I do
as a Member of Congress.

We have to be able to give States
more flexibility. We have to let them
innovate and let them learn from one
another across the country to use ideas
that work one place and adapt them for
another place. That is how we bring fis-
cal stability back to our Federal budg-
et, by allowing States to manage their
State budgets better.

As we look at these mandatory
spending programs, as the gentleman
from Indiana mentioned, the large part
of this mandatory spending—nearly
half of it—is all associated with health
care. That is Medicare, which is $634
billion in 2015; Medicaid, $350 billion in
2015; and then other programs that
make up about $47 billion. Those, com-
bined, are greater than the one single
largest expenditure, which is Social Se-
curity, which we obviously need to re-
form, not to punish people but to make
it sustainable, to make it last for those
who really need the program, and to
make it last for all Americans who
have invested in that program. The
same thing for Medicare.

If we refuse to make changes, if we
continue to let the status quo be the
current reality, then we will see all of
these programs shrink and become in-
solvent over time, and at the same
time we will see our Federal debt con-
tinue to bloom, and we will see the
amount of interest we pay on the debt
continue to grow.

Now is the time for us to take action.
Now is the time for us to not only
produce a budget that balances, but to
enact that budget and to follow that
budget.

Again, I would like to thank all the
members of the Budget Committee who
spoke on the issues today. We will be
speaking on them more as we move for-
ward.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 3716, ENSURING REMOVAL
OF TERMINATED PROVIDERS
FROM MEDICAID AND CHIP ACT

Mr. BURGESS (during the Special
Order of Mr. WESTERMAN), from the
Committee on Rules, submitted a priv-
ileged report (Rept. No. 114-440) on the
resolution (H. Res. 632) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3716) to
amend title XIX of the Social Security
Act to require States to provide to the
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Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices certain information with respect
to provider terminations, and for other
purposes, which was referred to the
House Calendar and ordered to be
printed.

———

HUNGER IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ABRAHAM). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 6, 2015, the
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 30
minutes.

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to highlight our important Fed-
eral nutrition programs, and I rise
today to remind my colleagues that we
have a hunger problem in the United
States of America.

Mr. Speaker, there is not a single
congressional district in this country
that is hunger free. Every commu-
nity—whether urban, suburban, or
rural—faces hunger. One in seven
Americans experience hunger, includ-
ing 16 million children. We are the
richest, most powerful country in the
history of the world. It is shameful
that even one child goes to bed hungry.

In every community across the coun-
try, there are dedicated, passionate
local antihunger organizations that do
incredible work to provide food assist-
ance and support those struggling with
hunger, from food banks to food pan-
tries, to faith-based organizations, to
community centers, to hospitals, and
on and on and on. Charities do impor-
tant, wonderful work, but they cannot
do it alone. The demand is simply too
high. Charities need a strong partner in
the Federal Government if we are ever
going to end hunger.

The Supplemental Nutrition Assist-
ance Program, or SNAP, which used to
be known as food stamps, is our Na-
tion’s premier antihunger program. It
is effective and it is efficient, with an
error rate of less than 4 percent, which
includes both overpayments and under-
payments.

By the way, underpayments are when
a recipient receives less than they are
eligible for, and that happens often.

Find me a Pentagon spending pro-
gram with such a low error rate. The
fact of the matter is SNAP is one of
the most successful—if not the most
successful—Federal programs that we
have.

The Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren, or WIC, provides nutritious foods,
counseling on healthy eating, and
breastfeeding support to more than 8
million low-income women and chil-
dren at nutritional risk. WIC gives in-
fants and young children the healthy,
nutritious start that they need for crit-
ical early development and lifelong
learning. It is an incredibly vital pro-
gram.

The National School Lunch and
Breakfast Programs and the Summer
Food Service Program provide nutri-
tious foods for millions of children and
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teens in educational and community
settings. These important programs en-
sure that our young people are ready to
learn and that they can succeed.

The Meals on Wheels program pro-
vides home-delivered meals to millions
of homebound seniors. Not only does
Meals on Wheels improve senior nutri-
tion, it also enables seniors to live
independently longer while receiving
daily check-in visits from volunteers.

These are just a few of the vital Fed-
eral antihunger programs that are the
backbone of our fight to end hunger
once and for all in this country. But,
Mr. Speaker, one of the reasons why I
am coming to this floor today is I am
deeply worried that they are coming
under attack by the Republican major-
ity in this House.

Unfortunately, it is fashionable right
now to demonize Americans living in
poverty and to belittle their struggles.
We hear that all too often on this
House floor. We hear that all too often
in this Presidential campaign that is
going on. The fact of the matter is it is
hard work to be poor in America. It is
not easy. Yet millions of families are
struggling, trying to raise their kids
and living on a paycheck that doesn’t
provide enough to put food on the
table.

Mr. Speaker, a couple of weeks ago, 1
spent a night at a homeless shelter in
Worcester, Massachusetts, called the
Interfaith Hospitality Network. It is a
family homeless shelter. As you know,
there are not enough shelters that ac-
commodate entire families. Usually
families get split up. But what I wasn’t
prepared for when I spent the night at
this shelter was that every one of these
families had at least one adult that
was working. They were working in a
job. They all had unique situations
that put them in a very difficult situa-
tion. But the fact of the matter is they
were working. They were earning just
enough that a lot of their benefits were
reduced, but they were not earning
enough to be able to put a down pay-
ment on an apartment and afford rent.

These are parents that love their
kids every bit as much as I love my
kids and my colleagues love their kids.
They want to be good parents, but they
are struggling. They are looking for a
hand up, not a handout. They are look-
ing for a little bit of assistance so they
can get back on their feet.

The bottom line is that their plight
is not unique. I will tell my colleagues
that their plight does not fall into a
neat stereotype. Too often when people
here in this Chamber talk about the
homeless or the hungry, they talk
about people who are addicted to drugs,
or they talk about people who don’t
work or who don’t want to work. That
is not the reality. That is not the face
of poverty in this country. It is much
more complicated than that. And yet,
to justify deep cuts in programs to ac-
tually help people get back on their
feet, we hear the false narrative re-
peated over and over and over again,
the demonization of these people who
are struggling in poverty.
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