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I used to think that Congress was largely
ineffective. However, after taking a semester
of AP Government, I realized that the legis-
lative body was supposed to be that way.
Congress isn’t supposed to react quickly,
rather, it is supposed to take its time and de-
liberate over the best course of action. The
large number of political checkpoints a bill
must pass naturally complicates the process.
These checkpoints ensure that the bill is the
best version it can be and brings the greatest
good to the greatest number of people.

However, there are many extraneous fac-
tors that make the political process more
challenging. One is the very apparent polit-
ical divide in Congress. When Democrats
only support bills created by Democrats and
vice versa, the political process becomes
nearly impossible to maneuver. Many great
ideas and proposals for our country get lost
in the partisan struggle or passed bills,
heavy with compromises, never amount to
any real change. Too often, politicians are
more concerned with party approval instead
of the needs of the American people. The
deep divide in Congress and unwillingness to
engage in across the aisle collaboration
makes the political process extremely chal-
lenging.

Another factor in the political process is
the influence of wealthier Americans in the
decision-making process. In recent times,
Americans of higher socioeconomic have
been able to contribute heavily to elections
and legislation. After the Citizens United vs
FEC ruling, corporations and unions were
able to spend unlimited sums of money on
campaigns. This allows wealthier Americans
to yield more power in the election and leg-
islative fronts. They are able to influence
lawmakers to vote their way, instead of vot-
ing for the benefit of all Americans. When
lawmakers are forced to vote for their own
personal benefit or for the benefit of their fi-
nancial contributors, it makes the political
process incredibly challenging.

Lastly, lack of interest in the political
process by the public is a challenge. As
Americans, we have been blessed with the
right to participate in our democratic proc-
ess. From voting for candidates to speaking
out about different laws, Americans are able
to influence the political process in many
ways. However, too few Americans take ad-
vantage of these privileges. When all Ameri-
cans unite for a cause, true change is cer-
tainly possible. Leading America in the right
direction requires the participation of all
Americans and politicians working together
hand in hand.

—————
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Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the 2016 State Representative
David Flynn Scholarship Fund and to honor
the man for whom it was named: David Flynn,
loving husband, father, grandfather, great-
grandfather, friend, neighbor, and former Dean
of the Massachusetts State House.

The 2016 State Representative David Flynn
Scholarship Fund, awarded to one student
from the Plymouth campus at Quincy College
this year, will make higher education more ac-
cessible to the most deserving student. This
Scholarship Fund was established to honor
David’s dedication to Plymouth County resi-
dents and his lifelong passion for education.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

Still a student at Bridgewater State College,
David Flynn began his first political step as
Bridgewater Parks Commissioner in 1957. He
would go on to never lose a campaign in his
political career, which included serving as the
Representative of the 8th Plymouth District in
the Massachusetts State House. In addition to
his tenure in the State House and as an advi-
sor in the Dukakis and King Administrations,
David is remembered for his instrumental work
in the expansion and success of Bridgewater
State University in the decades after his grad-
uation. He was crucial in securing funding for
every campus building built since 1965 and
played a decisive role in changing the name of
the institution.

After retiring from political life in 2010, David
returned to his home in Bridgewater to spend
time with his wife Barbara, nine children, thirty
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.
On December 10, 2015 at the age of 82, sur-
rounded by his loving family and friends,
David peacefully left this world—but his mem-
ory and legacy will live on in the lives of the
thousands of Massachusetts students and
residents who directly benefited from his com-
mitment and dedication to public service.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the life of an extraordinary
public servant. David Flynn epitomized the
meaning of civic responsibility, and | celebrate
the great work that the scholarship fund in his
name will continue to do.

———
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Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in recognition of outstanding public school
teachers in Florida’s 16th Congressional Dis-
trict.

| was once told that children are 25 percent
of the population, but they are 100 percent of
the future.

And it's true. The education of a child is an
investment, not only in that student, but in the
future of our country.

Therefore, | established the Congressional
Teacher Awards to honor educators for their
ability to teach and inspire students.

An independent panel has chosen the fol-
lowing teachers for Florida’s 16th District 2016
Congressional Teacher Award for their accom-
plishments as educators:

Mr. Lorenzo Browner, for his accomplish-
ments as an ESE teacher at Florine Abel Ele-
mentary School in Sarasota.

Ms. Charlotte Latham, for her accomplish-
ments as a fifth grade teacher at BD Gullett
Elementary School in Bradenton.

Mr. Todd Brown, for his accomplishments
as a civics teacher at Sarasota Military Acad-
emy Prep in Sarasota.

Dr. Jennifer Jaso, for her accomplishments
as a social studies teacher at Sarasota Middle
School in Sarasota.

Ms. Judith Black, for her accomplishments
as a French teacher at Pine View School in
Osprey.

Ms. Stacie Cratty for her accomplishments
as a dance teacher at Manatee School for the
Arts in Palmetto.

On behalf of the people of Florida’s 16th
District | congratulate each of these out-
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standing teachers and offer my sincere appre-
ciation for their service and dedication.

RECOGNIZING DR. CHRISTOPHER
L. MARKWOOD

HON. LYNN A. WESTMORELAND

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Speaker, in a
world riddled with self-service and promotion,
true public servants are hard to come by. But
in Georgia’s higher education system, we are
fortunate to have selfless and strong men and
women to inspire our next generation. It is in
the defense of hard work and promotion of
academic excellence that Georgia’s students
recognize a true leader. And with great honor,
| would like to recognize a new leader in
Georgia and my friend, Dr. Christopher L.
Markwood.

On March 31, 2016, President Markwood
will be formally inaugurated as the fifth presi-
dent of Columbus State University. His con-
firmation comes without doubt, as his roles at
Texas A&M University-Corpus Christi and the
University of Wisconsin-Superior proved his
ability to lead.

President Markwood has already made a
strong impact on both Columbus State Univer-
sity and the Columbus community. Since
President Markwood was hired in June of
2015, Columbus State University has seen a
spike in enroliment, and now serves 8,440 stu-
dents from across the state and nation. The
university recorded one of its largest fund-
raising years ever, bringing them close to their
$106 million comprehensive goal. Columbus
State University is now the home of the
“TSYS Center for Cybersecurity”, which trains
our students in the growing and in-demand
field of computer science and network secu-
rity. Much of this would not have been pos-
sible without President Markwood’s passion
for the university’s success.

It has been a privilege to work with Presi-
dent Markwood during my last term in Con-
gress and | look forward to watching Colum-
bus State University continue to excel under
his leadership. | wish President Markwood, his
wife Bridget, and their daughter all the best as
they continue to serve Cougar Nation.

——————
RECOGNIZING WILLIAM KIRKMAN
FOR BEING AWARDED THE

SPRINGFIELD AREA CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE’S 2016
SPRINGFIELDIAN AWARD

HON. BILLY LONG

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 15, 2016

Mr. LONG. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize business leader William Kirkman for re-
cently being named winner of the 2016
Springfieldian Award at the Springfield Area
Chamber of Commerce’s annual meeting.

As the Springfield Chamber of Commerce’s
most acclaimed decoration for more than 50
years, the annual Springfieldian Award honors
an individual who has demonstrated out-
standing leadership and dedication to the
Springfield, Missouri, community.
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