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HONORING CHIEF JUDGE MICHAEL 
DAVIS 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the years of service of U.S. 
District Court Chief Judge Michael Davis as he 
retires and assumes senior status in August 
2015. Educated at Macalester College in St. 
Paul, and the University of Minnesota Law 
School, Chief Judge Davis has dedicated his 
career to advancing the highest justice and in-
tegrity within the legal community. From his 
early work as law clerk for the Legal Rights 
Center from 1971 to 1973, to his time as an 
attorney in Social Security Administration in 
Baltimore, to a criminal defense lawyer for the 
Neighborhood Justice Center in 1974, Chief 
Judge Davis has upheld the principled de-
fense of equal justice under the law. 

Returning to the Legal Rights Center as an 
attorney in 1975, and in his later work as an 
attorney for the Minneapolis Civil Rights Com-
mission, he continued his commitment to legal 
excellence. As a Judge for the Hennepin 
County Municipal Court, he earned a reputa-
tion as a strong legal mind with a firm devo-
tion to justice. His service to the community 
and legal profession has helped to ensure 
open and equitable access to justice. 

Davis’s contribution to the founding of the 
Pro Se Project in May 2009, which helps pro-
vide litigants in Minnesota with a volunteer at-
torney, demonstrates his passion for fair ac-
cess to legal counsel for all. His influence in 
the international arena has taken him to 
Egypt, Uganda, and Senegal, where he has 
offered insight on intellectual property law from 
an American perspective. His travels to Saudi 
Arabia, which facilitated the travel of a group 
of Saudi Judges to the United States to learn 
about the United States justice system, has no 
doubt enriched the understandings of the glob-
al judicial community. 

As a leader in the community, Davis has 
championed the court’s involvement in out-
reach and education, including the 2013 Dred 
Scott Project. This collaboration between the 
Minnesota District Court, the Minnesota chap-
ter of the Federal Bar Association, the Bloom-
ington Human Rights Commission, and the 
Bloomington Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment included bringing historical presentations 
to high school classrooms in Bloomington and 
the installation of a new plaque for the Dred 
Scott Playing Fields. 

Chief Judge Davis has worked tirelessly to 
educate and inspire future generations of at-
torneys and judges as an instructor and pro-
fessor at the William Mitchell School of Law, 
the University of Minnesota Law School, and 
the Minnesota Institute of Legal Education. In 
1993, he was nominated for federal judicial 
service as a Judge in the U.S. District Court 
of Minnesota by President Bill Clinton. He has 
served as the first African-American Chief 

Judge of the District of Minnesota since 2008. 
As Chief Judge of the district, Judge Davis 
has brought diversity and compassionate de-
liberation to the courts, while presiding over 
pressing budgetary issues and a demanding 
case-load. 

Chief Judge Davis has led an outstandingly 
impactful career, defined by his impassioned 
pursuit of integrity under the law and service 
to his community. I wish him all the best in his 
future endeavors. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE JOHNS 
HOPKINS BLOOMBERG-KIMMEL 
INSTITUTE FOR CANCER 
IMMUNOTHERAPY 

HON. MARK TAKAI 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. TAKAI. Mr. Speaker, I would like to take 
this time to recognize the establishment of the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg-Kimmel Institute for 
Cancer Immunotherapy. I personally look for-
ward to all of the innovative programs that 
they will establish and the lives they will save. 
This cutting-edge treatment will revolutionize 
cancer treatment. This form of medicine works 
to harness the body’s existing immune system 
to destroy cancerous cells, without harming 
healthy ones, as an effective treatment against 
nearly all solid tumors. 

This year funding for the National Institutes 
of Health was $32.1 billion, a $2 billion in-
crease over the year before. This increase is 
in no small part due to the diligence and per-
severance of Vice President BIDEN who is 
spearheading the White House’s Cancer 
Moonshot. Increased funding in cancer re-
search will allow for more research into preci-
sion medicine programs, which will help de-
velop even more personalized technologies 
expand their reach. I know this generation can 
be the one to cure cancer, and it is due to out-
standing research institutions such as the 
Johns Hopkins Bloomberg-Kimmel Institute for 
Cancer Immunotherapy. 

Once again, I would like to thank Johns 
Hopkins for their commitment to fighting can-
cer and congratulate them on the establish-
ment of this new center. I look forward to wit-
nessing their important strides and break-
throughs in the field of cancer research. Thank 
you (Mahalo). 

f 

CELEBRATING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE 60TH AIR MOBIL-
ITY WING 

HON. JOHN GARAMENDI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. GARAMENDI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the Women Airforce Service Pi-
lots, known as WASPs. 

These women were remarkable, flying 78 
different types of military aircraft for the United 
States Army Air Forces during World War II. 
They were stationed throughout the United 
States—281 WASPs served at 16 Army Air 
Bases in my home state of California. And of 
the 1,074 graduated pilots, 193 of them were 
Californians. WASPs contributed invaluably to 
the War effort, answering their nation’s call 
when there was a shortage of male pilots. 
They flew over 60 million miles of operation 
flights, right alongside their male counterparts. 
But despite their patriotism and selfless serv-
ice, they did not receive Veteran’s Status until 
1977. 

‘‘Service to country’’ is the common thread 
that binds all who are remembered and hon-
ored at Arlington National Cemetery. Yet even 
today, these heroes are not afforded the trib-
ute of being laid to rest there. I have cospon-
sored bipartisan legislation that would allow 
the Women Airforce Service Pilots to be 
inurned at Arlington. And I will continue to ad-
vocate for the rights of these pioneers. 

March is Women’s History Month, and these 
women shaped our history in so many ways. 
They were fearless aviators, they proved that 
they were just as capable as male pilots, and 
they began to knock down gender barriers. 
They paved the way to opening up all combat 
roles to women in the military. 

It is my distinct honor to recognize these 
women, their accomplishments, and the im-
pact they have had on our Nation’s history. 

f 

WELCOMING HOME OUR VIETNAM 
VETERANS 

HON. BRADLEY BYRNE 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. BYRNE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the remarkable Americans who served 
in the Vietnam war. These heroes never re-
ceived the proper ‘‘welcome home’’ they de-
served, so I want to take a moment to recog-
nize each of them and thank them for their 
service and sacrifice. 

Over three million Americans fought in Viet-
nam, in addition to countless others who 
served in various support roles. These individ-
uals left the loving arms of their families and 
the comfort of their homes to fight for a cause 
greater than any one person. The fight was 
not an easy one and the conditions were es-
pecially daunting, but they chose to put their 
lives on the line in defense of freedom and so 
others may live. 

Sadly, some of these American heroes 
never made the return home. Over 55,000 pa-
triots paid the ultimate sacrifice while serving 
our great nation. These individuals are now 
enshrined in our nation’s history on the Viet-
nam Veterans Memorial in our nation’s capital, 
and their legacy will never be forgotten. 

I would be remiss if I did not also mention 
the sacrifice of our military families who saw 
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someone they loved go away to war. I’m talk-
ing about the newlywed wife whose husband 
departed just months after their marriage. I’m 
talking about the young toddler who barely 
knew their father before they deployed. I’m 
talking about the mom and dad who shed 
tears as their young child left to join the fight. 
I’m talking about each and every family mem-
ber who had someone they loved fight in Viet-
nam. They sacrificed so much and deserve to 
be commended as well. 

Mr. Speaker, today we salute those who 
served our nation in Vietnam, and, on behalf 
of a grateful nation, we thank them for their 
patriotism and service. May we never forget 
their sacrifice, may God bless our veterans, 
and may God always bless the United States 
of America. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. SUZANNE BONAMICI 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. BONAMICI. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to be at votes on the evening of March 14, 
2016 because my flight from Portland, Or-
egon, was delayed. If I had been present, I 
would have voted for passage of S. 2426, H. 
Con. Res. 75, and H. Con. Res. 121, all of 
which passed the House under suspension of 
the rules. 

S. 2426, a bill to direct the Secretary of 
State to develop a strategy to obtain observer 
status for Taiwan in the International Criminal 
Police Organization, would move Taiwan clos-
er to having access to the International Crimi-
nal Police Organization’s (INTERPOL) global 
police communication system. In November 
2015, I voted for a similar bill, H.R. 1853, and 
I support policies that further Taiwan’s partici-
pation in international relations. 

H. Con. Res. 75, a resolution expressing the 
sense of Congress that atrocities committed 
by ISIL against religious and ethnic minorities 
are ‘‘war crimes,’’ ‘‘crimes against humanity,’’ 
‘‘genocide’’ passed the House unanimously. I 
support the resolution, and I would have voted 
for it if I had been present. 

H. Con. Res. 121, a resolution expressing 
the sense of Congress condemning the gross 
violations of international law amounting to 
war crimes and crimes against humanity by 
the Government of Syria, its allies, and other 
parties to the conflict in Syria, passed the 
House by a vote of 392–3, and I would have 
voted for the bill if I had been present. The 
atrocities committed against the citizens of 
Syria are appalling and inhumane, and I 
strongly condemn them. 

f 

HONORING THE LEADERSHIP OF 
NELLIS AIR FORCE BASE 

HON. CRESENT HARDY 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. HARDY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the service of five of the most out-
standing leaders in our United States Air 
Force. 

These five men, Major General Jay Silveria, 
Brigadier General Christopher Short, Colonel 

Richard Boutwell, Colonel Thomas Dempsey, 
and Colonel Aaron Steffens, have all served 
with honor and distinction at Nellis Air Force 
Base back in my district in southern Nevada. 

For those who do not know, Nellis Air Force 
Base is the most important asset in our Air 
Force. So important, in fact, that there is the 
oft repeated slogan that, ‘‘As goes Nellis, so 
goes the United States Air Force.’’ 

And this isn’t just some clever saying. Nellis 
is home to the Air Force’s most advanced and 
realistic schools and training exercises. It is 
truly the epicenter of the three T’s: testing, 
tactics, and training. 

With the vast array of resources and mis-
sions carried out at the base, our Airmen are 
able to take the fight to our enemies with the 
full force and power of the world’s greatest Air 
Force. 

As a freshman Member of Congress, I could 
not have asked for a better cadre of officers 
to lead the many young servicemembers who 
call my district home. Their principled leader-
ship and dogged determination to achieve ex-
cellence in every facet of their mission is truly 
an inspiration to everyone in our community. 

It has been a privilege to develop strong 
working relationships with each of these com-
manders, and to seek their informed counsel 
on some of the most pressing issues affecting 
the readiness and capabilities of our Air Force 
as well as our national security priorities. 

While I am sad to see them go, I know that 
they will bring the same integrity and leader-
ship to their new commands. 

To Tonto, Junior, Chase, Vader, and Fangs, 
the nation is grateful for your service, and I 
wish you all the best. 

Aim High. 
f 

VOTING RIGHTS ACT 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today with my 
colleagues in the Congressional Black Caucus 
in this critical fight to ensure full voting rights 
for all Americans. 

I’d like to thank my colleagues, Congress-
woman JOYCE BEATTY, and Congressman 
HAKEEM JEFFRIES for organizing this special 
order and for their dedicated leadership in pro-
tecting the right of all Americans to vote. 

I’d also like to thank Chairman G. K. 
BUTTERFIELD for his leadership of our caucus 
as we work to ensure equality and democracy 
for all American families. 

Mr. Speaker, since 2013, when the Su-
preme Court gutted the Voting Rights Act in 
their Shelby County v. Holder decision, too 
many Americans have seen their voting rights 
weakened and undermined. 

This year, as we celebrated the 51st anni-
versary of the historic civil rights march from 
Selma to Montgomery, the very progress we 
celebrated was under attack. 

This year, 16 states have enacted new vot-
ing restrictions for the first time in a presi-
dential election since the Voting Rights Act 
was made law more than 50 years ago. These 
new barriers range from unnecessary voter ID 
laws, to ending same-day voter registration, 
and reducing or completely eliminating early 
voting. 

Since 2010, 21 states have implemented 
new restrictions. This is a crisis. 

While states have put up barriers, Speaker 
RYAN, Judiciary Chairman GOODLATTE and 
some Congressional Republicans have ig-
nored the clear, bipartisan consensus to fix 
the Voting Rights Act and restore voting rights 
protections for all Americans. 

Republican Congressman JAMES SENSEN-
BRENNER has introduced the bipartisan Voting 
Rights Amendment Act (H.R. 885), which I am 
proud to co-sponsor with more than 100 other 
Members of Congress. This is a good first 
step to restoring voting protections for all 
Americans. 

But let me be clear—simply fixing the Voting 
Rights Act isn’t enough. 

We need to empower voters and Congress-
woman SEWELL’s bill—the Voting Rights Ad-
vancement Act (H.R. 2867)—would do just 
that. 

It’s past time that Congress got serious 
about protecting voting rights and passing the 
Voting Rights Advancement Act—and we are 
here to support these efforts. 

Our work is not over until the voice of every 
American is heard. So I join my colleagues in 
the CBC tonight to implore our colleagues in 
the House to work harder to protect the bed-
rock of our democracy—the right to vote. 

f 

DEFINING CERTAIN ATROCITIES 
AS WAR CRIMES, CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY, AND GENO-
CIDE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 14, 2016 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I co-spon-
sored and will vote for H. Con. Res. 75 be-
cause of my grave concern about the geno-
cide against Christians, Alawites, Shiites, 
Druze, Yazidis, and other religious minorities 
in Syria. However, I was extremely dis-
appointed by amendment language later 
added to this resolution in Committee that pro-
vides ‘‘cover’’ or an excuse for ISIS and other 
terrorist organizations committing this geno-
cide. 

Specifically, the language I object to is the 
following: ‘‘Syrian President Bashar al-Assad’s 
violence against the Syrian people has at-
tracted foreign fighters from around the world, 
who have supported and committed ISIL 
atrocities.’’ 

I fully reject this amendment to the resolu-
tion which gives moral legitimacy to the ac-
tions of ISIS, al-Qaeda, and others who are 
committing genocide against Christians, 
Yazidis, and other religious minorities in Syria. 

This amendment is an obvious attempt to 
make ISIS look like their cause is legitimate. 
This is unacceptable and undermines the 
heart of this resolution. 

This is very unfortunate because the prob-
lem of genocide against Christians, Yazidis, 
and other religious minorities in Syria is very 
serious. The main area in Syria where Chris-
tians and other religious minorities have any 
protection from being slaughtered, and where 
they can practice their own religious faiths 
without fear of persecution, is in the territory 
controlled by the Syrian government of Assad. 
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The reality is that the language added to 

this Resolution, coupled with its sister H. Con. 
Res. 121, is really aimed at justifying the over-
throw of Assad—the result of which would be 
a complete assault and elimination of the 
Christians and other religious minorities in 
Syria. 

The fact that this Resolution, which was 
originally introduced to increase protection for 
Christians, Yazidis and other religious minori-
ties, has now been hijacked so it becomes a 
vehicle to increase the likelihood of even 
greater genocide against those religious mi-
norities is a disgrace. 

The reality is that if the Assad government 
is overthrown tomorrow, every Christian, every 
Yazidi, and every other religious minority and 
ethnic minority in Syria will be in greater dan-
ger than ever before from ISIS, al-Qaeda, and 
others who are slaughtering them. 

This Resolution is no longer a sincere effort 
to protect religious minorities. It has become a 
resolution to give moral legitimacy to ISIS and 
al-Qaeda’s genocidal activities, and would 
bring about even greater genocide of such re-
ligious minorities by eliminating the only area 
where they now have refuge—in Assad-con-
trolled areas. 

f 

DEFINING CERTAIN ATROCITIES 
AS WAR CRIMES, CRIMES 
AGAINST HUMANITY, AND GENO-
CIDE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDWARD R. ROYCE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 14, 2016 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, today we take a 
step reserved for only the most dire of cir-
cumstances. 

The so-called Islamic State—or ‘‘ISIS’’—is 
committing war crimes, crimes against human-
ity, and genocide against religious and ethnic 
minorities. Yes, genocide. House Concurrent 
Resolution 75—led by Congressman JEFF 
FORTENBERRY, Congresswoman ANNA ESHOO, 
and more than 200 bipartisan cosponsors— 
declares that fact clearly, and was adopted 
unanimously by the Foreign Affairs Committee 
earlier this month. 

Our Committee has held many hearings on 
this group’s brutal war to eliminate religious 
minorities and bulldoze their histories. ISIS’s 
tools include mass murder, beheadings, cru-
cifixions, rape, torture, enslavement, and the 
kidnaping of children, among other atrocities. 
ISIS dynamites churches and flattens ancient 
monasteries. Put simply, their desire is to 
erase the existence of these groups from their 
self-proclaimed caliphate, by any means nec-
essary. 

The crime of genocide is killing or inflicting 
other serious harm with the intent to destroy a 
religious or ethnic group—in whole or in part. 
ISIS is guilty. 

ISIS has clearly stated that it cannot tolerate 
the continued existence of the Yezidi commu-
nity, and has followed these statements up 
with widespread killing and enslavement. Last 
fall, our Committee Members met with ‘‘Bazi,’’ 
a young Yezidi woman from Iraq, who bravely 
recounted her brutal captivity and abuse at the 
hands of the terrorist group. 

ISIS also has made no secret of its ‘‘hatred 
for the cross worshippers.’’ In one of their 

gruesome videos addressed to Christians, an 
ISIS spokesman taunts the so-called ‘‘people 
of the cross’’ saying ‘‘you will not have safe-
ty—even in your dreams—until you embrace 
Islam.’’ Next, 15 Christian captives are be-
headed on camera. 

Sister Diana Momeka, who testified before 
us after fleeing the ISIS offensive against 
Mosul, poignantly described a ‘‘cultural and 
human genocide,’’ and observed that today 
‘‘[t]he only Christians that remain in the Plain 
of Niniveh those who are held as hostages.’’ 

Most telling: Ask how many of the ancient, 
indigenous Christian communities survive in 
the areas where ISIS has consolidated its con-
trol? Experts inform me that the number is 
zero. 

ISIS brutalizes anyone whose beliefs conflict 
with its own narrow ideology, including fellow 
Muslims. It has torn the rich religious and cul-
tural tapestry of that region to shreds. 

At a hearing four months ago, when Ambas-
sador Anne Patterson, representing the Ad-
ministration, was asked whether ISIS is com-
mitting genocide, she said that we could ex-
pect ‘‘some announcements on that very 
shortly.’’ We are still waiting. 

In December, I wrote Secretary Kerry a bi-
partisan letter, with 29 colleagues, urging that 
any genocide determination must reflect the 
full reality of the situation faced by all 
groups—Yezidis, Christians, and others. The 
State Department is facing a statutory dead-
line of March 17th—this Thursday—to provide 
Congress with an evaluation of the genocide 
question. Today’s consideration puts Congress 
on record as to how the Secretary of State 
should rule. 

This past week, the Knights of Columbus 
sent Secretary Kerry an extensive 280-page 
report that provides both the legal basis and 
more than 200 pages of detailed, eyewitness 
documentation to support its conclusion that 
‘‘ISIS is committing genocide—the ‘crime of 
crimes’—against Christians and other religious 
groups.’’ 

The U.S. Commission on International Reli-
gious Freedom and the European Parliament 
have found their voices: Both have publicly 
concluded that Yezidis, Christians, and other 
minority groups are facing genocide at the 
hands of ISIS in Syria and Iraq. Today, the 
voice of this body, representing the American 
people, will be heard. 

The House of Representatives led the push 
to recognize genocide in Sudan in the late 
1990s. I remember the critical role we played 
in that debate. We have recognized genocide 
in other situations, including Rwanda and the 
former Yugoslavia. Sadly, it is time to make 
this solemn declaration again, to speak the 
truth about the atrocities of ISIS, and hope 
that the Administration and the world will do 
the same, before ISIS has succeeded in its 
genocidal campaign. And it should go without 
saying, this brutal terrorist organization and its 
caliphate ambitions must be shattered. 

AUTHORIZING THE SPEAKER TO 
APPEAR AS AMICUS CURIAE ON 
BEHALF OF THE HOUSE 

SPEECH OF 

HON. KAREN BASS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, March 17, 2016 

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I submit this state-
ment to publicly express my strong opposition 
to H. Res. 639. I will vote against this resolu-
tion as I have already signed onto an amicus 
brief to the Supreme Court supporting Presi-
dent Obama’s Executive Action on deferred 
action. 

Today, Speaker RYAN brought a completely 
partisan resolution to the House Floor. H. Res. 
639 would grant him the power to file an ami-
cus brief with the Supreme Court on behalf of 
the entire House of Representatives to support 
the one-sided position of only 26 GOP-con-
trolled states in the partisan lawsuit of United 
States v. Texas. These states are claiming 
that the Administration did not have the legal 
authority under the laws of the United States 
to issue its Immigration Executive Action in 
November 2014. Speaker RYAN does not re-
flect my view or the view of many of my fellow 
colleagues on the Hill. 

What Speaker RYAN ignores is that every 
single Democratic and Republican President 
since Eisenhower has used that authority to 
take action on immigration, including six Re-
publican Presidents, and as recently as 2012, 
the Supreme Court, including Chief Justice 
John Roberts and Justice Anthony Kennedy, 
recognized the legitimacy of Executive Branch 
discretion in immigration. 

Last year, I joined 181 House Democrats in 
signing an amicus brief in support of President 
Obama’s Executive Action on immigration be-
cause the deferred action programs derive 
from the Executive Branch’s longstanding 
legal authority to exercise discretion in the en-
forcement of our immigration laws, to take 
necessary actions to carry out the Executive’s 
authority under the Immigration and Nationality 
Act, and to establish national immigration en-
forcement policies and priorities. 

Instead of these divisive and partisan ac-
tions, Speaker RYAN should take up com-
prehensive immigration reform that sets out a 
path to citizenship for the millions of people 
leaving in the United States. 

f 

CONDEMNING VIOLATIONS OF 
INTERNATIONAL LAW BY THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SYRIA 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TULSI GABBARD 
OF HAWAII 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 14, 2016 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
oppose H. Con. Res. 121. 

Make no mistake, this is a War Bill—a thinly 
veiled attempt to use the rationale of ‘‘humani-
tarianism’’ as a justification for overthrowing 
the Syrian government of Assad. Similar reso-
lutions were used in the past to legitimize the 
regime change wars to overthrow the govern-
ments of Iraq and Libya. I will have no part of 
it. I oppose H. Con. Res. 121 because I op-
pose more unnecessary, interventionist regime 
change wars. 
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We all know that Bashar al-Assad, the 

President of Syria, is a brutal dictator. But this 
resolution’s purpose is not merely to recognize 
him as such. Rather, it is a call to action. Spe-
cifically, it is a call to escalate our war to over-
throw the Syrian government of Assad. 

For the last five years, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and others have been 
working hand-in-hand to overthrow the Assad 
government, supposedly for humanitarian rea-
sons. But how has our war to overthrow 
Assad helped humanity? 

Hundreds of thousands of Syrians have 
been killed. Millions have become homeless 
refugees. Much of the country’s infrastructure 
has been destroyed. Terrorist organizations 
like ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and others have taken 
over large areas of the country and are en-
gaging in genocide. And now, the same peo-
ple who are behind this war to overthrow 
Assad want to escalate that war, and this res-
olution is an attempt to gin up public support 
for such an escalation. 

This resolution urges the Administration to 
create ‘‘additional mechanisms for the protec-
tion of civilians’’ which is coded language for 
the creation of a so-called ‘‘no-fly’’ or ‘‘safe 
zone.’’ The creation of a ‘‘no fly zone’’ or ‘‘safe 
zone’’ in Syria would be a major escalation of 
the war. Such a measure would cost billions of 
dollars, require tens of thousands of ground 
troops and a massive U.S. air presence, and 
it won’t work. Furthermore, it will likely result 
in a direct confrontation between the United 
States and Russia. Fortunately, President 
Obama has thus far resisted pressure to esca-
late the war in this way. 

The fact is that the main area in Syria 
where Christians, Alawites, Shiites, Druze, 
Yazidis and other religious minorities can 
practice their faith without fear of persecution 
is in the Syrian territories where Assad main-
tains control. Therefore, the overthrow of 
Assad would worsen the genocidal activities 
by ISIS, al-Qaeda and other terrorist organiza-
tions against Christians, Alawites, and other 
Syrian religious minorities. 

H. Con. Res. 121 could be used to lay the 
groundwork for the escalation of the present 
U.S. military action aimed at overthrowing the 
Assad government. 

Previous Congresses passed Iraq and Libya 
resolutions, which were used for remarkably 
similar ends in several ways. The Iraq resolu-
tion was introduced in 1998, and it called upon 
the United States to ‘‘take steps necessary, in-
cluding the reprogramming of funds, to ensure 
United States support for efforts to bring Sad-
dam Hussein and other Iraqi officials to jus-
tice.’’ 

The Libya resolution went further, urging 
‘‘the United Nations Security Council to take 
such further action as may be necessary to 
protect civilians in Libya from attack, including 
the possible imposition of a no-fly zone over 
Libyan territory.’’ Both of those statements, 
while not legally binding, were a part of the 
public campaign that were later used to build 
support for U.S. military action. 

Similarly, H. Con. Res. 121 urging ‘‘the Ad-
ministration to establish additional mecha-
nisms for the protection of civilians and to en-
sure consistent and equitable access to hu-
manitarian aid for vulnerable populations’’ 
could be used for similar ends by a future ad-
ministration. 

Of course, there are many differences in the 
Iraq, Libya and Syria conflicts, as well as the 

military action taken. But if the U.S. learned 
nothing else in Iraq and Libya, we should have 
learned that toppling ruthless dictators in the 
Middle East creates even more human suf-
fering and strengthens our enemy, groups like 
ISIS and other terrorist organizations, in those 
countries. 

It is undeniable that in both Iraq and Libya, 
humanitarian conditions today are far worse 
than they were before those governments 
were overthrown, and ISIS and other terrorist 
organizations are more powerful, causing even 
more human suffering. 

If the U.S. is successful in its current effort 
to overthrow the Syrian government of Assad, 
allowing ISIS, Al-Qaeda, and other terrorist 
groups to take over all of Syria, including the 
Assad-controlled areas where Christians and 
other religious minorities remain protected, 
then the United States will be morally culpable 
for the genocide that will result. 

This is exactly what happened when we 
overthrew Saddam Hussein in Iraq. It is what 
happened in Libya when we overthrew Muam-
mar Gaddafi. To do the same thing over and 
over and expect a different outcome is insan-
ity. 

f 

HONORING BLM UKIAH FIELD 
DIRECTOR RICH BURNS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Director Rich Burns for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 

Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Director Burns to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

MILESTONES AWARD RECIPIENTS 

HON. MARCY KAPTUR 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, I submit the fol-
lowing biographies. 

BAKER O’BRIEN 

This year’s Milestones Award Recipient for 
the Arts category is Baker O’Brien, an estab-
lished world-class glass artist and long-time 
supporter of the arts in Toledo, Ohio. Ms. 
O’Brien was the sole apprentice of legendary 
glass-master Dominick Labino and has been 
mixing, melting, blowing and casting vividly 
colored glass for over 30 years. 

Her work is part of private collections 
around the world, and some of the more well- 
known recipients of her work include Her 
Majesty Queen Noor of Jordan, Her Majesty 
Queen Sirikit of Thailand, Former Secretary 
of State Madeline Albright, Former Mayor of 
New York City Rudy Guliani, Dr. C. Everett 
Koop, China Wildlife Conservation Associa-
tion of Beijing, Beijing, China, and concert 
pianist André Watts. 

Ms. O’Brien has also donated her work to a 
wide variety of local organizations for fund-
raising. Over nearly 30 years, she has further 
supported the development of the arts in the 
Toledo area by educating docents from the 
Toledo Museum of Art. These docents, who 
are primarily women, are on the front lines 
of public arts education. Ms. O’Brien pas-
sionately ensures that they have correct and 
accurate information to pass along to mu-
seum patrons regarding both the art and 
science of glass. Her lectures and demonstra-
tions include a combination of not only the 
science and history of glass art, but also the 
Labino Studio. She has served as a guest art-
ist for the museum on numerous occasions. 

Outside of her work creating and sup-
porting the arts, Ms. O’Brien has a passion 
for animals and owns several horses and 
purebred dogs. This community is truly for-
tunate to have a local champion for the arts 
and art education. 

KATHLEEN ZOUHARY 

Kathleen M. Zouhary is this year’s Mile-
stones Awards Recipient for her work ad-
vancing women in Business. Ms. Zouhary is a 
lawyer by trade and became one of the first 
female partners in the law firm of Fuller and 
Henry in 1981. 

Her distinguished legal career is punc-
tuated by other firsts, such as becoming the 
first Vice-President and General Counsel for 
St. Luke’s Hospital in Toledo. She also 
served as the Vice-President and General 
Counsel for Ohio Care Health System, Inc. 
Her wisdom and expertise assisted physi-
cians, board members, and executives in ful-
filling the mission of providing healthcare to 
Toledo-area residents. Ms. Zouhary cur-
rently owns her own business, Zouhary Dis-
pute Resolution, which provides many forms 
of dispute resolution services to the finan-
cial and health care communities. 

In addition to her professional work, Ms. 
Zouhary has served on the Susan G. Komen 
Board for many years, the Miami University 
Board of Trustees, and the Toledo Legal Aid 
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Society Board of Trustees. She has selflessly 
given her time and expertise to organiza-
tions which support health, education, and 
access to legal services. She has served as a 
mentor to other women and is known for her 
inspiring perseverance, patience, and profes-
sionalism in eliminating barriers to success 
for women of all walks of life. She is an ac-
tive member of the Toledo Women’s Bar As-
sociation, Ohio Women’s Bar Association, 
and several other professional groups. 

Her colleagues have described her approach 
as ‘‘grace under fire,’’ and she is certainly an 
inspiration to business-women in the Toledo 
community. Ms. Zouhary’s dedication and 
integrity make her an outstanding role 
model for Toledo women, including her two 
daughters Katie Marie and Alexis, who are 
now both successful attorneys in their own 
right. 

JULIE RUBINI 
Julie K. Rubini is the 2016 Milestones 

Award Recipient in the field of Education. 
She is the founder of Claire’s Day, which is 
the largest Children’s Book Festival and lit-
eracy awards program in the Toledo commu-
nity. 

Ms. Rubini is an author with published 
books such as ‘‘Hidden Ohio’’ and ‘‘Missing 
Millie Benson.’’ Her work has provided chil-
dren and families the opportunity to be life-
long readers. 

Her daughter, Claim Lynsey Rubin, passed 
away suddenly in 2000 as a result of a rare 
heart condition. To honor her daughter’s leg-
acy, Ms. Rubini established Claire’s Day in 
2001. At that time, Claire’s Day was a one- 
day free family book festival to encourage 
reading, storytelling, music and education. 
In 2011, in conjunction with her husband 
Brad, Claire’s Day formed a board of trustees 
to provide oversight, governance, and long- 
term leadership for the organization. The or-
ganization has brought many female authors 
to speak at local schools. 

In 2015, Claire’s Day merged with Read for 
Literacy, and Ms. Rubini continues to serve 
on the Emeritus Board of Read for Literacy. 
She also volunteers her time to advance lit-
eracy programming in all of Northwest Ohio. 
She received the Jefferson Award for Com-
munity Service for this work. In addition, 
Ms. Rubini serves on Maumee City Council. 

Ms. Rubini’s work, both professionally and 
philanthropically, is dedicated to helping 
others and supporting literacy among chil-
dren and families. Out of tragedy she was in-
spired to use her time, talent, and deter-
mination to support literacy in the Toledo 
area and beyond. 

MAYOR PAULA HICKS-HUDSON 
Paula Hicks-Hudson is the 2016 Milestones 

Awards Recipient for her contributions to 
Government in Toledo, Ohio. Throughout her 
35-year career she has worked with under-
served women in various governmental ca-
pacities, culminating in her recent role as 
the first African-American woman to serve 
as Mayor of Toledo. 

Paula Hicks-Hudson’s path to Mayor has 
consistently shown her dedication to the 
underrepresented populations of Toledo. She 
worked to protect the rights of young women 
and juveniles when serving as assistant 
Lucas County Prosecutor, Assistant Public 
Defender, and Assistant State Attorney Gen-
eral. From 1998 to 2002 she served as the Leg-
islative Director of the Toledo City Council. 
Afterwards, she was the Director and Deputy 
Director of the Lucas County Board of Elec-
tions, ensuring access to the electoral proc-
ess for Lucas County residents. Additionally, 
Mayor Hicks-Hudson worked as the chief 
legal counsel to the Ohio Office of Budget 
and Management under Governor Ted 
Strickland. She is most recently known for 
serving on the Toledo City Council for four 
years, prior to becoming Mayor of Toledo. 

Outside of her contributions through her 
career, Mayor Hicks-Hudson has served as 
variety of organizations in support of women 
and minorities, including the Coalition for 
Quality Education, the NAACP, the Fredrick 
Douglass Community Center, the African- 
American Law Enforcement Agents, and the 
state and national Federations of Business 
and Professional Women, Inc. Her work has 
earned her recognition by the Urban Minor-
ity Alcohol and Drug Outreach Program. 

In addition to these roles Mayor Hicks- 
Hudson has also volunteered her time to the 
YWCA in support of empowering women. She 
has maintained the highest levels of service 
in leadership and truly improved the quality 
of life for all those in our community, espe-
cially women and children. 

DR. PAM OATIS, MD 
Dr. Pamela Oatis is this year’s Milestones 

Award Recipient in the Sciences category, 
but her contributions to this area go far be-
yond scientific endeavors. Dr. Oatis has been 
a pediatrician, primary and palliative care 
provider for Toledo-area patients for the past 
30 years. 

Dr. Oatis’s contributions to this area have 
achieved significant recognition outside of 
the YWCA. She was selected by the Amer-
ican Chapter of Pediatrics as the 2011 Out-
standing Physician of the Year for the entire 
state of Ohio. She also developed the CATCH 
program, which ensures community access 
to child health, and provides oversight to the 
Healthy Tomorrow program. 

She is involved in the development of med-
ical ethics and has also led several hundred 
workshops, groups and classes for women’s 
health on a national and international level. 
Dr. Oatis also devotes her time to teaching 
and providing regional leadership for Re- 
evaluation Counseling—a community peer 
listening program. In addition to this work, 
she was the initiating physician champion 
for the Medical-Legal Partnership for Chil-
dren and is a certified instructor of Building 
Emotional Understanding from the inter-
national Hand in Hand Parenting. 

Dr. Oatis, like her mother, Ruth, has been 
a lifelong advocate for women. She works 
tirelessly to advance and empower women of 
all ages to take charge of their health. For 
recreation, she competes in Olympic dis-
tance triathlons and has competed on a na-
tional and international level. 

DR. CELIA WILLIAMSON 
Celia Williamson, Ph.D. is the 2016 Mile-

stones Awards recipient in the field of Social 
Services. Dr. Williamson received her B.A. in 
Social Work from the University of Toledo, 
and went on to earn a Masters Degree in the 
field from Case Western Reserve University 
as well as her Ph.D from Indiana University. 
She has used this training to devote the past 
20 years toward responding to social injus-
tice, particularly the abuses of women who 
are victims of human trafficking. 

Dr. Williamson founded the first anti-traf-
ficking program in Ohio in 1993, long before 
the human trafficking conversation came to 
the forefront. As a social worker, Dr. 
Williamson founded the Second Chance pro-
gram, now known as RISE, in Lucas County. 
RISE continues to work with women and 
girls who were victims of the human traf-
ficking industry. Her academic work in-
cludes 9 completed studies, 17 articles, and 2 
edited books on sex trafficking. Her work 
was recognized via federal funding from 2002 
through 2012 to conduct research in this 
area. In fact, she has been awarded research 
grants totaling over $1 million to assist vul-
nerable women and trafficked youth. 

As an activist and community organizer, 
Dr. Williamson founded the International 
Human Trafficking and Social Justice Con-
ference, and chairs the Research and Anal-

ysis Subcommittee for the Ohio Attorney 
General’s Human Trafficking Commission. 
Her devotion to helping the most vulnerable 
women in our community is undeniable, as 
she was instrumental in securing an FBI 
task force in Lucas County to address the 
issue of rescuing children from Toledo’s sex 
trade. Dr. Williamson also devotes her time 
to teaching interns who are interested in ad-
dressing the issue of human trafficking, and 
she has been a lifelong educator on oppres-
sion and social justice. 

Dr. Williamson has received much recogni-
tion for her work in social services, and 
truly embodies the YWCA’s mission. Her 
work to address the issue of ‘‘modem slavery 
through human trafficking has cemented her 
status as an inspiration to women in Toledo 
and throughout the country. 

ADRIENNE GREEN 
This year’s Milestones Award recipient for 

Volunteerism is Adrienne Green. Ms. Green 
was selected for her outstanding leadership 
and tireless efforts in raising awareness 
about the importance of volunteerism in the 
Toledo community. 

Although Ms. Green is not originally from 
Toledo, she is deeply passionate about the 
impact volunteers play in improving the 
lives of Toledo-area residents, especially 
women in need, and has consistently dem-
onstrated her commitment by serving in a 
variety of volunteer leadership roles. For ex-
ample, Ms. Green has had an active role in 
the ProMedica Toledo Hospital board, the 
Women’s Initiative of the United Way, Read 
for Literacy, Maumee Valley Habitat for Hu-
manity, Toledo Chapter of the Links, Zonta 
Club Toledo I, International, and Big Broth-
ers Big Sisters. 

Many of these endeavors overlap with the 
mission of the YWCA by providing services 
and opportunities for women, especially 
those with limited resources. In addition to 
this work, Ms. Green works as a project 
manager at Owens Corning. She has consist-
ently been willing to take on difficult tasks 
to support the community when others may 
be reluctant to do so. Her friends and col-
leagues have described her as ‘‘always help-
ing someone, without hesitation.’’ In 2015, 
she served on the Girl Scouts of Western 
Ohio Women of Distinction Committee, 
which selects exceptional women honorees 
leading the way for future female leaders. 

Ms. Green is a role model for women every-
where, proving that one can combine both 
professional and philanthropic goals to help 
her community. She is truly a leader by ex-
ample and has generously invested her time 
and resources to support volunteer efforts in 
Toledo and beyond. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF RUTH REVELS 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life and legacy of Ruth Revels who 
passed away on March 14, 2016, at the age 
of 79. Throughout her life, Mrs. Revels was an 
unwavering advocate for the Lumbee Tribe 
and American Indians in the state of North 
Carolina, and she will be greatly missed by all 
who had the pleasure of knowing her. I send 
my prayers and sincerest condolences to Mrs. 
Revels’ family and the entire Lumbee Tribe 
during this difficult time. 

Mrs. Revels was born in Robeson County, 
North Carolina during the 1940’s, a period that 
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was marked by segregation and the unequal 
treatment of minority communities, including 
American Indians. Her personal experiences 
during her childhood, along with her desire to 
help young people reach their full potential, in-
spired Mrs. Revels to become a teacher at her 
former high school, Pembroke High School, 
which at the time was the only school in the 
area where Indian students could attend. She 
later went on to teach at Ragsdale High 
School in Jamestown, North Carolina for 14 
additional years. 

Mrs. Revels was a recognized leader in the 
state of North Carolina for her lifelong efforts 
on issues important to the Lumbee Tribe and 
American Indians. In addition to becoming the 
Executive Director of the Guilford Native 
American Association, where she served for 
over 20 years, Mrs. Revels was a member of 
the North Carolina Commission of Indian Af-
fairs since 2003. In a testament to her leader-
ship on this issue, Governor Pat McCrory ap-
pointed Mrs. Revels as the Chairwoman of the 
Commission in 2013. Mrs. Revels was a pillar 
of the American Indian community in North 
Carolina, and her work will long be remem-
bered for having a profound impact on many 
generations. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in re-
membering the life of Ruth Revels and cele-
brating her legacy that undoubtedly offers 
American Indians in North Carolina a brighter 
and more prosperous future. 

f 

HONORING BLM CENTRAL CALI-
FORNIA DISTRICT MANAGER 
ESTE STIFEL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN rise to recognize and 
honor District Manager Este Stifel for her great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-

gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with District Manager Stifel to fur-
ther our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

WELCOMING PRESIDENT 
NAZARBAYEV TO WASHINGTON, DC 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
welcome the President of the Republic of 
Kazakhstan, Nursultan Nazarbayev, to Wash-
ington, DC for the Nuclear Security Summit. I 
have been a supporter of Kazakhstan for 
many years now, not only in regards to their 
admirable work in the area of nuclear non-pro-
liferation, but also in advocating for their op-
portunity to Chair the Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE)—a posi-
tion the country attained and served ably in 
2010. There are of course myriad reasons to 
celebrate the strong relationship between the 
United States and Kazakhstan, but certainly 
we would all agree that Kazakhstan’s work to 
rid our world of nuclear weapons, and its work 
to develop safe nuclear power, are foremost 
among them. 

Countries like the United States and 
Kazakhstan come together at Nuclear Security 
Summits to work toward securing vulnerable 
nuclear materials, countering nuclear smug-
gling and thwarting attempts at nuclear ter-
rorism. This is a mission in which Kazakhstan 
has been a welcomed world leader. Indeed, 
just four short years after achieving independ-
ence from the Soviet Union in 1991, 
Kazakhstan had destroyed all of their nuclear 
weapons and joined the Nuclear Non-Pro-
liferation Treaty as a non-nuclear weapons 
state. By the year 2000, it had destroyed its 
nuclear testing infrastructure at Semipalatinsk. 
Not only has Kazakhstan, under President 
Nazarbayev’s strong leadership, taken the 
lead in eliminating nuclear weapons, it has 
also worked tirelessly to create a system in 
which nuclear energy may be used in a safe, 
secure and peaceful manner. This was most 
recently witnessed in Kazakhstan’s willingness 
to host the International Atomic Energy Agen-
cy’s low-enriched uranium fuel bank. 

Mr. Speaker, there is no question that our 
continuing friendship with Kazakhstan is of the 
utmost importance. President Nazarbayev and 
the people of Kazakhstan made a principled 
decision years ago to lead the effort in ridding 
the world of nuclear weapons. This effort de-
serves the unqualified praise and support of 
not only the United States, but the entire inter-
national community. Again, I welcome Presi-
dent Nazarbayev to Washington, DC for the 
Fourth Nuclear Security Summit and wish all 

involved great success as they work to make 
our world a safer place for future generations 
around the world. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRO-
MOTING NATIONAL SERVICE AND 
REDUCING UNEMPLOYMENT ACT 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
introduce the Promoting National Service and 
Reducing Unemployment Act, to address one 
of the greatest workforce tragedies resulting 
from today’s economy—our unemployed 
young people—and to spur economic growth 
and alleviate strain on state and local govern-
ments. This tragedy is not only hurting our 
young people, it is costing our government 
$25 billion each year through lost tax revenue 
and other costs. Unemployment has reached 
a new low of 4.9 percent, but my bill targets 
the 2.2 million young people who have not 
had a fair chance to ever use their high school 
and college education, which this nation has 
strongly urged them to get. 

What is particularly disappointing is the high 
unemployment rate for young people who 
heeded our advice to graduate from high 
school and college, only to try to enter the 
workforce in the worst economy in genera-
tions. The total unemployment rate is currently 
10.6 percent for young adults aged 16 to 24, 
and hundreds of thousands now compete for 
unpaid internships wherever they can find 
them. By significantly expanding AmeriCorps, 
my bill would need no new administrative 
structure or bureaucracy, and would allow un-
employed young people to earn a stipend, ob-
tain work experience, and develop a good 
work history to help them secure future em-
ployment. The net cost of the expansion would 
be low, because these young people would be 
providing urgently needed local services that 
are being dropped or curtailed because of fed-
eral, state, and local budget cuts, such as 
after-school programs, tutoring, and assist-
ance for the elderly. 

The bill would significantly expand job op-
portunities for young people who have played 
by the rules but despite their best efforts re-
main unemployed in this economy. Partici-
pants receive a living allowance and are also 
eligible for an education award equal to the 
value of a Pell grant, for school-loan forbear-
ance, health care benefits and child care as-
sistance. By expanding the AmeriCorps pro-
gram, we would reduce the number of unem-
ployed young people, provide them with work 
skills and experience, and help cash-strapped 
states and local governments provide services 
that they would otherwise have to cut. 

For some time, it has been clear that poli-
cies to address the most stubborn forms of 
unemployment need to be targeted in order to 
be effective. Without significant targeting, 
young graduates will continue to face their first 
years as adults without jobs and with no way 
to acquire work experience. They deserve bet-
ter. I ask my colleagues to support this ur-
gently needed targeted assistance for young, 
unemployed Americans. 
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HONORING ACTING ASSISTANT DI-

RECTOR OF THE BLM NATIONAL 
CONSERVATION LANDS, ABBIE 
JOSSIE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Assistant Director Abbie Jossie for 
her great contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Assistant Director Jossie to 
further our mutual goal of preserving our na-
tion’s great open spaces, and we look forward 
to collaborating in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my floor vote on roll call vote number 
111, 112 and 113. Had I been present for the 
vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call vote 
number 111, 112 and 113. 

CONGRATULATING THE ROMEO 
BULLDOGS HOCKEY TEAM ON 
WINNING THE DIVISION 2 MICHI-
GAN STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. CANDICE S. MILLER 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, it is 
my distinct privilege to recognize a special 
achievement recently accomplished by the 
Romeo Bulldogs High School Hockey Team. 
Romeo capped off a remarkable and ex-
tremely memorable 2015–2016 season by tak-
ing home to Macomb County the school’s first 
ever Michigan High School Athletic Associa-
tion (MHSAA) Division 2 State Championship. 
After a hard fought season, the Bulldogs fin-
ished with an overall record of 27–2–1 and 
charged into the playoffs facing off against 
tough competition before stunning the Livonia 
Stevenson Spartans at the USA Hockey Arena 
in Plymouth. 

In his second year as head coach, Nick 
Badder and his team have had great success. 
Last year’s team won 20 regular season 
games for the first time in school history and 
was crowned the regional champion. But, 
Coach Badder and the rest of the team knew 
they could achieve more. There is always a 
learning curve for head coaches, but Coach 
Badder did not waste much time in turning the 
Romeo Bulldogs into champions. With hockey 
in his veins from playing NCAA hockey for the 
Central Michigan Chippewas, Coach Badder 
used both his youth and hockey experience to 
relate and teach the 22 young men to be bet-
ter players, teammates and students. Coach 
Badder knew he had a fast and physical team, 
but they needed to focus on the details and 
play a better defensive game. All of these at-
tributes came together at precisely the right 
time and the Romeo Bulldogs are now State 
Champions. 

Before making it to the State Championship 
game, the Romeo Bulldogs faced many com-
petitors in the tournament. The Bulldogs faced 
a Davison team coming off of a 6–0 win over 
Lapeer and defeated them 8–3 in the pre-re-
gional final. Next, Romeo faced Port Huron 
Northern and beat them by a score of 7–1 in 
the regional final. From there, the Romeo Bull-
dogs faced the Anchor Bay Tars at Suburban 
Ice Arena and bested them 8–3 in the quarter-
final. In the semifinals, Romeo faced a tough 
Ada Forest Hills Eastern team. This was Ro-
meo’s toughest test yet, but the Bulldogs re-
mained unscathed in the playoffs with a 5–2 
victory. With their sights on the championship, 
the Romeo Bulldogs would play in one final 
game and face their toughest challenge of the 
season. The Livonia Stevenson Spartans were 
now the only team that separated them from 
history. 

The Livonia Stevenson Spartans won the 
state championship in 2013 and finished as 
last year’s runner-up, while the Romeo Bull-
dogs had never appeared in a championship 
game. The perennial powerhouse Spartans 
had the wind at their backs and history on 
their side, but history was about to change. 
Seven minutes into the game, Junior forward 
Brett Lanski scored to give Romeo a 1–0 lead. 
Stevenson scored less than four minutes later 
to even the score. Not long after, Logan 
Jenuwine scored a power play goal to give 

Romeo a 2–1 lead. In the next five minutes, 
Stevenson would score three goals to take a 
4–2 lead. Coach Badder decided to call a cru-
cial time out at this point to settle his team 
and slow the pace of the game. This decision 
proved to be a critical turning point in the 
game. Brett Lanski went on to score his sec-
ond goal of the game, putting the Bulldogs 
within one shot of a tie. Less than a minute 
later, Luke Kaczor deflected defenseman 
Logan Ganfield’s shot to tie the game with a 
minute and a half left in the period. In the third 
period, Stevenson received a five minute 
major for head-butting that put Romeo on a 
critical power play. The Bulldogs took advan-
tage and Logan Jenuwine scored his second 
of the game giving Romeo a 5–4 lead. Steven 
Morris capped off the comeback victory with 
an empty net goal that sealed the 6–4 victory 
for the Romeo Bulldogs. 

The Bulldogs throughout the season exhib-
ited all the qualities that make up a champion-
ship hockey team: heart, discipline and a posi-
tive attitude. As legendary Hall of Fame 
Defenseman Paul Coffey once said, ‘‘Hockey’s 
a funny game You have to prove yourself 
every shift, every game. It’s not up to anybody 
else. You have to take pride in yourself.’’ 

I applaud these young men for remaining 
both mentally and physically ready to com-
pete. In addition, I want to commend the Bull-
dogs for staying energized and focused each 
time they stepped on to the ice. I understand 
this can be an extremely difficult task consid-
ering the numerous pressures and distractions 
high school student-athletes can encounter. 

I wish to recognize the hard work and 
sportsmanship displayed by all the members 
of this hockey team. These individuals are: 
Harrison Hunt, Brett Lanski, Zach Peters, 
Lorenzo Evangelista, Frank Ruffino, Logan 
Ganfield, Blake Gabler, Jacob Sunderlik, 
Chase Gillem, Andrew Cate, Luke Kaczor, 
Ryan Peters, Joey Morris, Jake Petri, Dan 
Geffert, Nick Blankenburg, Nolan Kare, Garrett 
Ganfield, Steven Morris, Max Citro, Logan 
Jenuwine, and Grant Williams along with Head 
Coach Nick Badder, and Assistant Coaches 
Adam Krefski, Brennan Cavanagh and Kyle 
White, Athletic Trainer Kim Ostrolencki and 
Manager Kim Gamble. 

I also want to congratulate administrators, 
teachers, cheerleaders, parents, students and 
fans alike for their assistance and for making 
this an unforgettable season. The Bulldogs 
proved they had the skill, heart and resilience 
to rise to the challenge and accomplish their 
ultimate goal—a State Championship. Team-
work, perseverance and friendship all contrib-
uted to this title as well. I know the community 
takes great pride in what these young men 
were able to achieve. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, I share that same 
pride. I want to offer my personal congratula-
tions. All the accolades, awards and trophies 
are rightfully deserved. Way to go Bulldogs. 

f 

HONORING DISTRICT DIRECTOR 
FOR THE HONORABLE SENATOR 
BARBARA BOXER, TOM BOHIGIAN 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
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Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Director Tom Bohigian for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Bohigian. Their commitment 
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Bohigian to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BILL ROTCH’S 
100TH BIRTHDAY 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. KUSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
celebration of one of my distinguished and ac-
tive constituents, Mr. Bill Rotch, on his 100th 
birthday; he is a beloved member of the Peter-
borough, NH community that I am proud to 
represent in Congress. On March 28, 2016, 
Bill will celebrate his 100th birthday. We com-
memorate Bill’s birthday with awe and inspira-
tion as he is a true example of what has made 
the Granite State such a strong and vibrant 
place. 

Bill Rotch was the publisher and editor of 
The Cabinet, an iconic New Hampshire news-
paper, for many decades. Last year Mr. Rotch 
was recognized with the Boston Post Cane, 
an honor bestowed upon the oldest resident of 
Peterborough. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a pleasure to recognize 
the 100th birthday of one of my most engaged 
constituents, Bill Rotch. I ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in cele-
brating this milestone in his remarkable life. 

CELEBRATING THE 150TH ANNI-
VERSARY OF THE WALLA 
WALLA FRONTIER DAYS 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise to celebrate the 150th Anniversary of the 
Walla Walla Frontier Days. 

I am extremely proud to represent Walla 
Walla in Congress. The Walla Walla Valley is 
one of the most fertile agricultural areas in the 
nation, producing crops such as wheat, aspar-
agus, strawberries, and of course, Walla Walla 
Sweet Onions. Yet, with more than 100 
wineries, the area is also known as world- 
class wine country. 

The Walla Walla Frontier Days is the oldest 
fair in the state of Washington. According to 
the history of the Walla Walla County Fair and 
Fairgrounds: 

In 1866, the Walla Walla Agricultural Society 
staged a large agricultural and industrial expo-
sition to showcase the valley crops and the 
latest farming methods. This event, the first 
county fair, was held on the horse-track racing 
grounds which had been built in 1862 three 
miles west of the then city limits. Throughout 
the years, the fair was known by many names, 
hosted at many locations throughout the coun-
ty, and governed by many civic organizations 
in the area. 

In 1906, the historic pavilion was built for a 
fruit exhibit and concert hall. In 1913, the man-
agement decided to inaugurate a new order of 
business and as a result the ‘‘Frontier Days’’ 
came into existence with its spectacular dis-
play of bull dogging, relay races, stagecoach 
races, cowboys, cowgirls and other local par-
ticipants representing one of the last stands of 
the ‘‘Wild West.’’ 

Walla Walla County purchased the present 
Fairgrounds in 1923 and after two years of the 
successful pageant ‘‘How the West was Won,’’ 
the fair came back under sponsorship of the 
Walla Walla County Farm Bureau. The next 
year, the Farm Bureau was joined by the 
Chamber of Commerce as the two sponsoring 
groups. 

In 1935, Fair royalty was an added element 
and young ladies from the region competed 
and this tradition has continued to date, with 
the exception of the World War II years. In 
1939, as an acknowledgment of commitment 
to the Fair, the committee added an annual 
parade marshal to the Frontier Days parade. 

In 1974, world class country entertainment 
was added to the annual fair. In 2008, the 
Rodeo Legends award was implemented ac-
knowledging the outstanding men and women 
of the valley who have attained a high level of 
achievement in the sport of Rodeo. 

Throughout the years, the 4–H and Future 
Farmers of America programs have become 
the annual showcase of the region’s younger 
population, fostering the next generation of the 
agricultural community. 

The remarkable legacy of the Walla Walla 
Frontier Days would not have been possible 
without the dedication and commitment of the 
Fair’s board members and managers, elected 
officials, community leaders, businesses, 
sponsors, and most importantly, thousands of 
community volunteers who collectively have 
maintained a steadfast commitment to ensur-

ing its success. Although much has changed 
about the Frontier Days over the past 150 
years, its importance to communities through-
out Southeastern Washington has remained 
constant. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that all of our colleagues 
join me in celebrating the sesquicentennial an-
niversary of the oldest fair in the state of 
Washington, the Walla Walla Frontier Days. 

f 

HONORING THE U.S. FOREST 
SERVICE CHIEF TOM TIDWELL 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Chief Tom Tidwell for his great con-
tribution to the designation of the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain Monument by President 
Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Chief Tidwell to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

MEDIA IGNORES DISMISSAL 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the na-
tional liberal media routinely ignore scandals 
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that involve Democrats and fail to provide all 
the facts when a Republican is involved. 

In 2014, the media hyped the indictment of 
Texas Governor Rick Perry. According to the 
Media Research Center, ABC, CBS and NBC 
spent 25 minutes on the subject over the 
course of two days. 

Governor Perry’s charges recently were dis-
missed. This significant event was not covered 
by any of the three networks’ evening news 
shows or their morning news shows. Not a 
single minute. 

Apparently, when it comes to a high profile 
Republican, only the alleged bad news counts. 

The media’s bias is obvious. Maybe that’s 
why 60 percent of Americans have little or no 
confidence in the national media to report the 
news fully, accurately and fairly, according to 
Gallup. 

f 

INYO COUNTY CELEBRATES 150TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. PAUL COOK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. COOK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in rec-
ognition of the 150th anniversary of Inyo 
County, California, which was established by 
the California State Legislature on March 22, 
1866. Inyo County is home to many famous 
landmarks, including Death Valley National 
Park and Mount Whitney, the highest peak in 
the continental United States. 

On March 22, 2016, the Inyo County Board 
of Supervisors will be hosting a formal cere-
mony in celebration of this remarkable mile-
stone. While I won’t be able to attend this spe-
cial event, I look forward to visiting this beau-
tiful part of our country later this year for the 
world famous Mule Days celebration. Again, 
congratulation to the citizens of Inyo County, 
who will be celebrating the 150th anniversary 
on March 22, 2016. 

f 

HONORING MENDOCINO NATIONAL 
FOREST SUPERVISOR ANN CARL-
SON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Supervisor Ann Carlson for her 
great contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-

mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Supervisor Carlson to fur-
ther our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

HONORING BISHOP CHARLIE 
GREEN, JR. 

HON. JASON SMITH 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Bishop Charlie Green, Jr. of 
Sikeston, Missouri for his admirable career of 
service to the community. He has been an ex-
emplary religious leader, businessman, and 
civil activist in Sikeston for over three dec-
ades. 

Growing up in Sikeston, Bishop Green at-
tended Lincoln High School where he was the 
captain of the basketball team. After high 
school, he served as a paratrooper in the U.S. 
Army before working as a clerk typist in the 
Army Material Command for Captains. 

Following his military service, Green earned 
his degree in marketing and management 
from Missouri University in St. Louis, as well 
as his degree in Life Underwriter Training 
Council from St. Louis University. He also 
holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree in the-
ology from Cross Roads Divinity School, and 
earned his doctorate in theology from Triune 
Biblical University in Kelso, Washington. 

In 1974, Green returned to Sikeston after 
the death of his father to serve as the pastor 
of Green Memorial Church of God in Christ. 
After six years as pastor, he was elected as 
presiding bishop of the Church of God in 
Christ in 1981. He is also the founder and 
president of Green Memorial Biblical Univer-
sity. Additionally, he has served the commu-
nity as president of the Sikeston Branch of the 
NAACP, member of the Board of Directors of 
Bootheel Legal Services, and founder of the 
Sikeston Community Credit Union where he 
serves as chairman of the Board of Directors. 

For these accomplishments and contribu-
tions to his community, it is my great pleasure 
to recognize Bishop Charlie Green, Jr. before 
the U.S. House of Representatives. 

SOUTHEASTERN MARINE CORPS 
LEAGUE CONFERENCE 

HON. RICK W. ALLEN 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the exemplary service of our Marine 
Corps. The 12th District of Georgia is ex-
tremely proud of our strong military presence 
and the role that all the military men and 
women play in keeping our nation free. The 
Marines here in Georgia and all around the 
world make incredible sacrifices every day and 
we could not be more thankful for them and 
their families. It is with great honor that Au-
gusta hosts the Southeastern Marine Corps 
League Conference this year. The conference 
is sponsored by the Jimmie Dyess Chapter of 
the Marine Corps League and features a per-
formance by the Parris Island Marine Corps 
Band. 

The Lt. Col Jimmie Dyess MCL Detachment 
921 is a proud sponsor of the 2016 MCL 
Southeast Regional Division Conference in 
Augusta, Georgia. The Detachment is named 
for Lt. Col Aquilla James ‘‘Jimmie’’ Dyess, a 
remarkable Georgian who is the only Amer-
ican to have received both the Medal of Honor 
and the Carnegie Medal for Civilian Heroism. 
A graduate of Clemson University, Dyess ac-
complished many great things in his too short 
life. He was appointed a first lieutenant in the 
Marine Corps Reserve in 1936, and one year 
later was awarded the bronze star as a shoot-
ing member on the Marine Corps Rifle Team. 
He was killed by enemy gun fire on February 
2, 1944 while leading his infantry in an attack 
against the Japanese on the island of Namur. 

The Lt. Col Jimmie Dyess MCL Detachment 
921 and many other Southeast Divisions sup-
port various programs that promote and honor 
the spirit and traditions of the Marines, includ-
ing the Boy Scouts of America, the U.S. Ma-
rines Youth Physical Fitness Program, and 
Marines-for-Marines: Wounded Marines Pro-
gram. 

Performing at the Conference this year is 
the Parris Island Marine Band, from Parris Is-
land, South Carolina. Consisting of one officer 
and 50 enlisted Marines, the band is one of 
the leading musical units in the United States 
military. The band was founded in 1915 and 
has continued to perform for their country in 
exciting and versatile concerts ever since. 
They perform all around the United States, al-
ways displaying their dedication to upholding 
the high standards and traditions of the United 
States Marine Corps. Their dignified musical 
expertise, culminated with great military pride 
and efficiency, sets the United States Marine 
field bands apart from any other military unit. 

The valiant efforts made by our Marines and 
all of the United States military do not go un-
noticed. The support we can offer them is 
nothing compared to the contributions they 
make for this great nation every day. Every 
active duty soldier, veteran, and military family 
member has devoted themselves to the United 
States, and it is an honor to pay them the re-
spect they deserve. 
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HONORING U.S. FOREST SERVICE 

REGIONAL FORESTER RANDY 
MOORE 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Forester Randy Moore for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Forester Moore to further 
our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

OPPOSE THE AIRR ACT PROTECT 
MEAL AND REST BREAKS AND 
FAIR PAY FOR TRUCKERS 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, today the 
House considers a clean extension of aviation 
programs through July 15, 2016. While I have 
no objection to H.R. 4721, I do have serious 
concerns with H.R. 4441, the ‘‘Aviation Inno-
vation, Reform, and Reauthorization Act of 
2016’’ (AIRR Act), the controversial Federal 
Aviation Administration reauthorization bill. My 
remarks focus on one provision in H.R. 4441, 
Section 611. 

Section 611 of H.R. 4441 pre-empts intra-
state laws related to meal breaks, rest breaks, 
and hourly tracking of wages for truck drivers. 
Specifically, Section 611(a)(3) states: 

(A) A State, political subdivision of a 
State, or political authority of 2 or more 
States may not enact or enforce a law, regu-
lation, or other provision having the force 
and effect of law prohibiting employees 
whose hours of service are subject to regula-
tion by the Secretary under section 31502 
from working to the full extent permitted or 
at such times as permitted under such sec-
tion, or imposing any additional obligations 
on motor carriers if such employees work to 
the full extent or at such times as permitted 
under such section, including any related ac-
tivities regulated under part 395 of title 49, 
Code of Federal Regulations. 

(B) A State, political subdivision of a 
State, or political authority of 2 or more 
States may not enact or enforce a law, regu-
lation, or other provision having the force 
and effect of law that requires a motor car-
rier that compensates employees on a piece- 
rate basis to pay those employees separate 
or additional compensation, provided that 
the motor carrier pays the employee a total 
sum that when divided by the total number 
of hours worked during the corresponding 
work period is equal to or greater than the 
applicable hourly minimum wage of the 
State, political subdivision of the State, or 
political authority of 2 or more States. 

Section 611 pre-empts State laws in two 
parts. Part (A) is specific to meal and rest 
breaks, which are in effect in 21 States. Part 
(B) allows companies to continue to pay by 
the load or on a piece-rate basis, and to dis-
regard State laws that require hourly tracking 
of wages. 

Additional language in Section 611 makes 
these legislative changes retroactive to 1994. 
This retroactivity language will wipe out at 
least 50 pending lawsuits regarding wage and 
hour laws. 

PART A: PREEMPTING STATE MEAL AND REST BREAK 
LAWS 

Section 611 is being pursued by a coalition 
of large trucking companies following a recent 
Ninth Circuit U.S. Court of Appeals decision 
that upheld the State of California’s meal and 
rest break laws for all workers, including truck 
drivers. See Dilts v. Penske Logistics, LLC, 
769 F.3d 637 (9th Cir. 2014), cert. denied, 135 
S. Ct. 2049 (2015). The trucking companies 
supporting Section 611 claim that the lan-
guage in part (A) is needed to prevent a 
patchwork of State hours of service laws. In 
reality, Section 611 goes far beyond this stat-
ed purpose. 

DILTS V. PENSKE LOGISTICS DECISION 
Section 611 pre-empts existing State meal 

or rest break laws, many of which have been 
on the books for decades, in 21 States. If en-
acted, Section 611 will prevent truck drivers 
who work exclusively within a single State 
from being protected by that State’s wage and 
hour laws. I agree that if a truck driver is oper-
ating long haul, through several States, having 
to comply with new rest or meal break require-
ments every time the driver crosses a State 
line is confusing and impedes interstate com-
merce. The Dilts case was not a case that af-
fected drivers moving goods from coast to 
coast—it was a case involving local appliance 
delivery drivers who never left California. 

The trucking companies supporting Section 
611 argue that a driver would have to pull off 
the road at inconvenient times or in potentially 
unsafe situations to take a break. That is sim-

ply not true. In fact, case law has specifically 
established that employers do not have to re-
quire employees to take a break—they simply 
must permit it by relieving employees of duties 
or pay employees for the time. 

Moreover, it is disingenuous for some in the 
trucking industry to imply that the need for this 
legislative fix was caused by one ‘‘rogue’’ 
Ninth Circuit court decision. California 
changed its meal and rest break law in 2000— 
16 years ago—to provide a monetary remedy 
of an additional hour of pay to an employee if 
an employer does not allow for a meal or a 
rest break. 

The 2014 Dilts decision regarding meal and 
rest breaks cites multiple cases setting the 
precedent for the decision. In addition, the 
U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT) filed 
an amicus brief in this case in support of the 
drivers, marking the first time the Federal Gov-
ernment has taken a position on intrastate 
pre-emption. DOT argues that there is a pre-
sumption against preemption in areas of tradi-
tional State ‘‘police power’’ or control, and that 
labor laws are a clear area of traditional State 
control. DOT also notes that Federal rules re-
quiring a 30-minute rest break do not apply to 
short-haul drivers. Therefore, if Section 611 
were enacted, short-haul intrastate drivers 
would not receive any rest break protection 
under Federal or State law. 

DOT’s brief also cites a finding from a deci-
sion by the Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals, 
well known for its pro-business decisions, in a 
trucking case that found that any changes to 
economic inputs may raise the cost of doing 
business, but that does not rise to the level of 
challenging pre-emption. In S.C. Johnson & 
Son, Inc. v. Transport Corp. of America, Inc., 
697 F.3d 544 (7th Cir. 2012), the Seventh Cir-
cuit found: 

[L]abor inputs are affected by a network of 
labor laws, including minimum wage laws, 
worker safety laws, anti-discrimination laws 
and pension regulations. Capital is regulated 
by banking laws, securities rules, and tax 
laws, among others. Technology is heavily 
influenced by intellectual property laws. 
Changes to these background laws will ulti-
mately affect the cost of these inputs, and 
thus, in turn, the price . . . or service of the 
outputs. Yet no one thinks that the ADA or 
the FAAAA preempts these and the many 
comparable State laws. S.C. Johnson & Son, 
Inc., 697 F.3d at 558. 

The Ninth Circuit’s Dilts decision very clearly 
spells out that California’s labor laws, particu-
larly related to intrastate truck drivers in this 
case, are not be preempted under the 1994 
F4A pre-emption provision: 

Although we have in the past confronted 
close cases that have required us to struggle 
with the ‘‘related to’’ test, and refine our 
principles of FAAAA preemption, we do not 
think that this is one of them. In light of the 
FAAAA preemption principles outlined 
above, California’s meal and rest break laws 
plainly are not the sorts of laws ‘related to’ 
prices, routes, or services that Congress in-
tended to preempt. They do not set prices, 
mandate or prohibit certain routes, or tell 
motor carriers what services they may or 
may not provide, either directly or indi-
rectly . . . They are normal background 
rules for almost all employers doing business 
in the state of California. Dilts, 769 F.3d at 
647. 

Therefore, Part (A) of Section 611 goes far 
beyond addressing the concern that drivers 
may face different rules in different States in 
interstate commerce. If enacted, it would deny 
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drivers who operate under one set of rules, in 
one State, coverage under laws designed to 
ensure adequate rest on the job. The lan-
guage also legislatively overturns a body of 
case law that has consistently upheld labor 
protections for truck drivers. 

PART B: PREEMPTING FAIR PAY FOR TRUCKERS 
Part (B) of Section 611 restricts the ability of 

States to improve truck driver working condi-
tions and pay. The language dictates that the 
‘‘piece rate’’ (or pay-by-the-load) a trucking 
company offers as compensation to a driver 
supersedes State laws that require compensa-
tion for time a driver spends doing tasks such 
as loading or unloading or being detained—in 
other words, any time a truck’s wheels are not 
turning. 

CALIFORNIA PIECE-RATE PAY 
Several Federal district court and California 

State appellate court decisions between 2011 
and 2013 have redefined piece-rate pay in 
California. Piece-rate or per-trip pay is com-
mon in many industries, such as trucking, agri-
culture, automotive repair shops, and others. 
Prior to 2011, employers who paid by the trip 
or piece were considered to be in compliance 
with Federal and State minimum wage laws 
provided that an employee’s average hourly 
wage (total compensation over a work period 
divided by total hours worked) was at the min-
imum wage level or higher. 

The problem, however, was that ‘‘non-pro-
ductive’’ work hours—such as a truck driver 
waiting at a loading dock, or a strawberry pick-
er waiting to be transported to and from the 
field, or an auto repair shop employee waiting 
in between jobs—was untracked and unpaid. 
A series of class action cases brought against 
employers for unpaid time all were found in 
favor of employees. In each decision, employ-
ers were found to be in violation of California’s 
minimum wage law if they calculated average 
hours worked through piece rate because, if 
non-productive time is not separately com-
pensated, the employees were not com-
pensated at all. Two cases involved truck driv-
ers—one for Safeway and one for Con-way 
Freight—and the courts specifically found that 
pay by the load (as calculated in the trucking 
industry) did not provide compensation for ac-
tivities such as loading and unloading because 
they were not included in the piece-rate. 

In response to these decisions, California 
passed a new law (effective January 1, 2016) 
requiring the following for anyone paid on a 
piece-rate basis: 

Separate tracking of compensation for the 
time to take rest and recovery breaks, which 
must be paid at an hourly rate of the greater 
of the State minimum wage or the employee’s 
average hourly wage for the week (Impor-
tantly, based on a separate 2012 court deci-
sion, employers do not have to require em-
ployees to take a break—employers must per-
mit it and relieve the employees of duties or 
pay them for the rest break) 

Separate compensation for ‘‘non-productive’’ 
time under the employer’s control that is not 
being compensated in the piece-rate formula, 
at an hourly rate no less than minimum wage. 

The effect of this new law is employers will 
have to begin tracking non-productive time, 
which gets at the heart of the detention time 
issue in trucking. 

If part (B) of Section 611 is enacted, inter-
state and intrastate truck drivers in California 
will be stripped of these protections that spe-
cifically track pay for time detained. Congress 

should be looking at ways to help the men 
and women in the trucking industry to earn liv-
ing wages, not passing laws that further put 
the squeeze on drivers as they fight gridlock 
to deliver loads. 

CONGRESSIONAL INTENT 
Finally, some of my colleagues on the other 

side of the aisle have argued that the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals Dilts decision under-
mines Congressional intent. In fact, Section 
611 represents a sweeping expansion of Fed-
eral pre-emption that Congress enacted in 
1994. The Conference Report (H. Rept. 103– 
677) accompanying the 1994 law (P.L. 103– 
305) very clearly lays out the background and 
situation Congress was intending to address— 
direct economic regulation of intrastate truck-
ing by States, through direct actions such as 
‘‘entry controls, tariff filing and price regulation, 
and types of commodities carried’’. 

The trucking industry was deregulated by 
Congress in the Motor Carrier Act of 1980. 
The Conference Report accompanying the 
1994 law notes that, in 1994, 41 States contin-
ued to regulate intrastate prices, routes, and 
services of motor carriers and 26 States strict-
ly regulated trucking prices. The Report further 
states that such regulations were usually de-
signed to ensure that prices ‘‘are kept high 
enough to cover all costs and are not so low 
as to be ‘predatory’. Price regulation also in-
volves filing of tariffs and long intervals for ap-
proval to change prices.’’ In other words, 
States were still directly dictating the rates and 
prices motor carriers could charge for move-
ment of goods through the particular State. 

The broad pre-emption language was added 
in Conference. The House bill had no provi-
sion, and the Senate bill had a provision nar-
rowly tailored to apply pre-emption to inter-
modal all-cargo air carriers. The Senate provi-
sion was inserted to address an inequity in 
which the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals, in a 
separate decision, determined that Federal 
Express (FedEx) was not subject to intrastate 
economic regulations for motor carriers be-
cause FedEx could rely on preemption under 
the Airline Deregulation Act of 1978 because 
it was an air carrier. See Fed. Express Corp. 
v. Cal. Pub. Utils. Comm’n, 936 F.2d 1075 
(9th Cir. 1991), cert denied, 112 S.Ct. 2956 
(1992). UPS, however, remained regulated as 
a motor carrier, ‘‘putting it at a competitive dis-
advantage in a number of States.’’ H. Rept. 
103–677. After the Federal Express Corpora-
tion decision, California and other States 
began to enact laws extending the pre- 
emption to other carriers affiliated with direct 
air carriers, but some segments of the motor 
carrier industry, such as owner-operators, 
were still subject to regulation. Therefore, 
Congress was attempting to fix a glaring com-
petition issue that placed certain companies at 
an advantage. 

The law in 1994, which still stands today, 
also enumerated that States could continue to 
exercise regulatory authority in areas such as 
safety, vehicle size and weight, insurance re-
quirements, and hazardous materials routing. 
Almost all of the 21 laws that would be pre- 
empted by Section 611 were in place in some 
form in 1994, yet Conferees never mentioned 
meal or rest break laws as problematic, or part 
of what was being contemplated under the 
types of troublesome activity at the State level 
that was impeding commerce. 

Therefore, it is disingenuous to imply that 
Section 611 is simply a restoration of Con-

gressional intent in 1994, because Congress 
never contemplated meal and rest breaks 
when enacting the law. 

CONCLUSION 
Section 611 has no place in a Federal Avia-

tion Administration reauthorization bill. This is 
a trucking issue. Last year, the Conference 
Committee on the FAST Act (P.L. 114–94) re-
jected this identical language. I strongly op-
posed this provision in the FAST Act and con-
tinue to strongly oppose it in this bill. 

Section 611 is strongly opposed by the 
Teamsters, safety advocates, and the Amer-
ican Association for Justice. The trucking in-
dustry is split on Section 611. Smaller owner 
operators—which represent more than 90 per-
cent of the companies in the industry—strong-
ly oppose Section 611. 

If the intent is really to solve an interstate 
commerce problem, this language com-
pletely—and purposefully—misses the mark. It 
is an expansive hacking away at the ability of 
a State to promote healthy working conditions 
for truck drivers. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF JAY M. ROB-
INSON HIGH SCHOOL WINNING 
THE NORTH CAROLINA HIGH 
SCHOOL ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION 
3A STATE CHAMPIONSHIP 

HON. RICHARD HUDSON 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. HUDSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Jay M. Robinson High School 
Bulldogs for winning the North Carolina High 
School Athletic Association (NCHSAA) 3A 
Men’s Basketball Championship on March 12, 
2016. The Bulldogs won the game by a score 
of 59–55, finishing the season with an impres-
sive 29–3 record. 

The season could not have started better for 
the Bulldogs, who entered the 2015 
HighSchoolOT.com Holiday Invitational tour-
nament having won their first eight games and 
were playing fantastic team basketball. How-
ever, the Bulldogs lost two of the three games 
they played during the tournament and lost 
another game just a week later in overtime. 
Many teams would not be able to regroup 
after such a disappointing stretch of games, 
but these Bulldogs are not like many other 
teams. The team rallied around one another to 
win every remaining game during their regular 
season, winning the South Piedmont Con-
ference championship, and earning a berth in 
the NCHSSA 3A Men’s Basketball Tour-
nament. 

After battling through five challenging games 
in the tournament, the Bulldogs met Terry 
Sanford High School, the defending state 
champions, in the state championship game. 
What was an entertaining contest quickly 
turned into a character-defining moment for 
the Bulldogs. With only fifteen seconds left in 
the game, the Bulldogs took their first lead of 
the second half and defended their basket as 
Terry Sanford made one final attempt to tie or 
win the game. After a third shot from Terry 
Sanford missed the mark, both teams franticly 
scrambled to secure the rebound. With less 
than one second left in the game, a Bulldog 
came up with the rebound and was imme-
diately fouled by a Terry Sanford player. Dur-
ing the ensuing scuffle between the teams 
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after the foul, a fan ran onto the court and 
struck Jay M. Robinson’s Rashon Gray in the 
head. Rather than escalate the situation and 
retaliate, the Bulldogs once again rallied 
around one another. The Bulldogs hit two free 
throws to clinch the victory and secure the 
state championship. 

This moment was a microcosm of the Bull-
dogs’ entire season and the young men who 
worked so hard to earn this championship. 
Whenever the Bulldog’s faced adversity, the 
players and coaches never wavered from their 
commitment to the team and kept their eyes 
on their goal of capturing Jay M. Robinson’s 
first 3A Championship. In addition to their tal-
ent—led by three 1,000 point scorers—the 
Bulldogs time and again showed the chemistry 
and mental toughness needed to become 
champions. Needless to say, this season will 
long be remembered by the Bulldogs’ players, 
coaches and fans. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in con-
gratulating the Jay M. Robinson High School 
Men’s Basketball team for winning the 2016 
NCHSAA 3A Championship. I look forward to 
the Bulldogs defending their title next season. 

f 

HONORING CALIFORNIA NATURAL 
RESOURCES AGENCY SECRETARY 
JOHN LAIRD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Secretary John Laird for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Secretary Laird. Their commit-
ment to engaging friends, colleagues, local 
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 

Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Secretary Laird to further 
our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, I was unable 
to cast my floor vote on roll call vote number 
114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121, 122, 
and 123. Had I been present for the vote, I 
would have voted ‘‘no’’ on roll call vote num-
ber 114, 115 and 123. Had I been present for 
the vote, I would have voted ‘‘yes’’ on roll call 
vote number 116, 117, 118, 119, 120, 121 and 
122. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO MARTIN OLAV 
SABO FORMER CONGRESSMAN 
FROM THE GREAT STATE OF 
MINNESOTA AND A CHAMPION 
OF BIPARTISAN LEGISLATION 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
pay tribute to Martin Olav Sabo, a great Amer-
ican who served his country with distinction as 
a Member of this House who passed away on 
March 13, 2016 in Minneapolis, Minnesota, at 
the age of 77. 

Martin Sabo was born on February 28, 
1938, in Crosby, North Dakota, the son of 
Norwegian immigrants. 

While growing up he worked the wheat farm 
that his family owned and operated. 

In 1959, Martin Sabo earned his bacca-
laureate degree at Augsburg College in Min-
neapolis. 

The following year, 22-year old Martin Sabo 
was elected to the Minnesota House of Rep-
resentatives, where he served for the next 22 
years. 

In 1963, Martin Sabo met Sylvia, who be-
came his wife and the love of his life, and to-
gether they had two wonderful children, Julie 
and Karin Sabo. 

In 1973, Martin Sabo was elected by his 
colleagues to become the 45th Speaker of the 
Minnesota House of Representatives, and 
served in that position until 1979, when he 
was elected to serve the people of the 5th 
Congressional District of Minnesota in the U.S. 
House of Representatives. 

During his time in Congress Martin Sabo 
chaired the House Committee on the Budget. 

Congressman Martin Sabo was a champion 
of bipartisan legislation. 

A shining example of his ability to work 
across the aisle is the effort he led as Budget 
Chairman to put together and pass the 1993 
federal budget and deficit reduction package 
that resulted in the budget surplus in 1998, the 
first in almost 30 years. 

Martin Sabo characterized this collective ef-
fort as one of his proudest legislative accom-
plishments. 

Despite the sharp increase in divisive polit-
ical discourse, Congressman Sabo never pub-
licly disparaged another colleague in Con-
gress, Republican or Democrat. 

Congressman Sabo said that, ‘‘I’ve also 
tried to treat my colleagues with respect.’’ 

On March 13, 2016, surrounded by loving 
family members, Martin Sabo died peacefully 
at Abbott Northwestern Hospital in Min-
neapolis. 

Mr. Speaker, as a former colleague and 
friend of Martin Olav Sabo, I will miss this 
great man who put aside partisan politics to 
focus on great governance. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House to observe a 
moment of silence in memory of our beloved 
former colleague, Congressman Martin Olav 
Sabo. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF ALEXANDRA 
BAKER PATTERSON 

HON. MIKE ROGERS 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask for the House’s attention today to recog-
nize the 27th birthday of the late Alexandra 
Baker Patterson. 

On March 21, 1987, Alexandra was born at 
Arlington Hospital to Jim and Sheryl Patterson 
of Auburn, Alabama. Within minutes of birth, 
Alexandra was rushed to Georgetown Univer-
sity Hospital for surgeons to repair a complex 
cardiac abnormality. 

After surgery and an extended hospitaliza-
tion due to complications, Alexandra lived at 
home with nursing care. She eventually at-
tended public school. 

Alexandra was fascinated by photographs of 
eagles in flight and once told her father she 
wanted to grow up to be an eagle. 

Today would have been her 27th birthday. 
For her parents and brother, James, Alex-
andra is forever an eagle. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 
the life of Alexandra Baker Patterson. 

f 

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
SENATOR LOIS WOLK 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Senator Lois Wolk for her great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Senator Wolk. Their commitment 
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
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for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Senator Wolk to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DOMENIC 
LALLI 

HON. WILLIAM R. KEATING 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. KEATING. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Domenic Lalli, principal for the Xa-
verian Brothers High School, on the day of his 
retirement. 

Mr. Lalli began his illustrious forty year ca-
reer at Xaverian Brothers High School as a 
Physical Education teacher after attending 
Boston University where he was captain of the 
football team. During his tenure, he also 
coached the track and football teams at the 
high school. His talents for working with stu-
dents did not go unnoticed. In 1984, he was 
appointed the Administrator of Students where 
he excelled at directing student life at the 
school. After spending 7 years in this role, Mr. 
Lalli became the Principal of Xaverian where 
he worked alongside the current Headmaster, 
Brother Daniel Skala. Together they have had 
a significant positive impact on the lives and 
education of the thousands of students that 
have passed through the halls of Xaverian 
Brothers High School. 

Mr. Lalli’s influence on education and ath-
letics is not limited to Xaverian. He is also a 
former member of the Board of Trustees at 
Malden Catholic High School in Malden, Mas-
sachusetts, Mount St. Joseph High School in 
Baltimore, Maryland, and St. Bernard School 
in Uncasville, Connecticut. Additionally, he has 
served as a member of the Sportsmanship 
Committee, the Tournament Management 
Committee, and District H Chair of the Massa-
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic Association 
while also coaching football at Watertown High 
School. For his contributions to high school 
athletics, Mr. Lalli was inducted into the Wa-
tertown High School Athletics Hall of Fame. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor Domenic 
Lalli for his lifetime of dedication to shaping 
young minds and promoting athleticism. I ask 
that my colleagues join me in congratulating 

him on his retirement and wishing him nothing 
but the best in his future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. MICHAEL M. HONDA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. HONDA. Mr. Speaker, on March 14th, 
my vote on Roll Call 112 was inadvertently not 
recorded. As a cosponsor of H. Con. Res 75, 
the resolution being voted on expressing the 
sense of Congress that those who commit or 
support atrocities against Christians and other 
ethnic and religious minorities and who target 
them specifically for ethnic or religious rea-
sons are committing ‘‘war crimes’’, ‘‘crimes 
against humanity’’, and ‘‘genocide’’, I intended 
to vote YES. 

f 

HONORING BUREAU OF LAND MAN-
AGEMENT CALIFORNIA STATE 
DIRECTOR JERRY PEREZ 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, March 21, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Directory Jerry Perez for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates. Their commitment to engaging 
friends, colleagues, local residents, busi-
nesses, stakeholders across the country, and 
policymakers in a coordinated effort to achieve 
permanent protection was critical to the estab-
lishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Director Perez to further our 

mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 
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SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 

agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, 
March 22, 2016 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
APRIL 5 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine the effects 

of consumer finance regulations. 
SD–538 

Committee on Foreign Relations 
To hold hearings to examine recent Ira-

nian actions and implementation of the 
nuclear deal. 

SD–419 

APRIL 6 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Seapower 

To hold hearings to examine Navy ship-
building programs in review of the De-
fense Authorization Request for fiscal 
year 2017 and the Future Years Defense 
Program. 

SR–222 
Committee on Small Business and Entre-

preneurship 
To hold hearings to examine Federal dis-

aster response and Small Business Ad-
ministration implementation of the 
RISE Act. 

SR–428A 
2:15 p.m. 

Committee on Indian Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine S. 2304, to 

provide for tribal demonstration 
projects for the integration of early 
childhood development, education, in-
cluding Native language and culture, 
and related services, for evaluation of 
those demonstration projects, S. 2468, 
to require the Secretary of the Interior 
to carry out a 5-year demonstration 
program to provide grants to eligible 
Indian tribes for the construction of 
tribal schools, S. 2580, to establish the 
Indian Education Agency to streamline 
the administration of Indian education, 
and S. 2711, to expand opportunity for 
Native American children through ad-
ditional options in education. 

SD–628 
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APRIL 7 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Jay Neal Lerner, of Illinois, 
to be Inspector General, Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation, and 
Amias Moore Gerety, of Connecticut, 
to be an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury; to be immediately followed 
by a hearing to examine the Consumer 
Financial Protection Bureau’s Semi- 
Annual Report to Congress. 

SD–538 

APRIL 13 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Seapower 

To hold hearings to examine Marine 
Corps ground modernization in review 
of the Defense Authorization Request 

for fiscal year 2017 and the Future 
Years Defense Program. 

SR–232A 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

To hold hearings to examine ballistic 
missile defense policies and programs 
in review of the Defense Authorization 
Request for fiscal year 2017 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SR–222 

APRIL 14 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs 

Subcommittee on Economic Policy 
Subcommittee on Securities, Insurance, 

and Investment 
To hold joint hearings to examine cur-

rent trends and changes in the fixed-in-
come markets. 

SD–538 

APRIL 20 

2 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Seapower 

To hold hearings to examine Navy and 
Marine Corps aviation programs in re-
view of the Defense Authorization Re-
quest for fiscal year 2017 and the Fu-
ture Years Defense Program. 

SR–232A 

APRIL 27 

2:15 p.m. 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
the Government Accountability Office 
report on ‘‘Telecommunications: Addi-
tional Coordination and Performance 
Measurement Needed for High-Speed 
Internet Access Programs on Tribal 
Lands.’’ 

SD–628 
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