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IN RECOGNITION OF PAUL A. 
GRAF, JR. 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
applaud Paul A. Graf, Jr. for his swift and cou-
rageous action to protect a family and their 
pets from an apartment fire. 

Mr. Graf is a letter carrier for the United 
States Postal Service. On February 16, 2016 
while on his route, he noticed smoke coming 
from an apartment. He called 9–1–1 and took 
immediate action to make sure that there was 
no one inside the apartment. 

Mr. Graf’s actions prevented a possibly life- 
threatening tragedy. The Ridley Park commu-
nity he serves and the greater Philadelphia 
area are grateful for his vigilance and hard 
work on the job. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE AIRR ACT 

HON. RYAN A. COSTELLO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, as the House continues its work on 
long-term reauthorization and reform of the 
Federal Aviation Administration and related 
programs, I would like to reiterate my support 
for commonsense provisions included in H.R. 
4441, the Aviation Innovation, Reform, and 
Reauthorization Act of 2016, which would en-
sure the safety of our commercial aircraft and 
passengers. 

Mr. Speaker, early last year I met with my 
constituent, Justin Madden, who is the Na-
tional Secretary/Treasurer for the Aircraft Me-
chanics Fraternal Association (AMFA), which 
represents the aircraft maintenance techni-
cians of both Southwest Airlines and Alaska 
Airlines. During the course of our conversa-
tion, we discussed many issues impacting the 
aviation industry, including safety. Justin 
brought to my attention that he and his col-
leagues are subject to background checks, as 
well as pre-employment and random drug 
tests, yet their counterparts at foreign aircraft 
repair stations are not required to meet the 
same safety precautions. 

As the amount of maintenance work per-
formed on U.S. aircraft at foreign repair sta-
tions increases, we must do more to ensure 
that the employees at these stations are also 
held to the same level of professional stand-
ards as their counterparts at U.S repair sta-
tions. 

On October 31st of last year, Russian 
Metrojet Flight 9268 disintegrated over the 
Sinai Peninsula. All 224 people on board the 
flight tragically died that day. On January 29, 
2016, Reuters reported that a mechanic had 
been detained and was suspected of planting 

a bomb, which he had been given by his 
cousin, who was a member of ISIS. Two po-
licemen and a baggage handler were also 
suspected of helping the mechanic. This inci-
dent alone should give us pause as we think 
about the safety of American aircraft and the 
American flying public. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Transportation 
& Infrastructure Committee Chairman BILL 
SHUSTER for his commitment to safety and for 
working with me and Representative DAN 
LIPINSKI and Representative LOU BARLETTA to 
include Section 402 in the Aviation, Innova-
tion, Reform, and Reauthorization Act. 

This provision marks a bipartisan, common-
sense step forward in ensuring that back-
ground checks and drug tests are required of 
employees at foreign repair stations who work 
on U.S. commercial aircraft, strengthening 
America’s commitment to protecting its citi-
zens and ensuring safe air travel. 

f 

COMMEMORATING 100 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF 
THOMAS BUILT BUSES 

HON. ALMA S. ADAMS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. ADAMS. Mr. Speaker, every school 
day, around 450,000 school buses transport 
more than 24 million children to and from 
schools and school-related activities, making 
school buses the largest mass transit program 
in the U.S. (National Wildlife Federation). 

I rise today to recognize Perley A. Thomas 
and his family who have aided in the transpor-
tation system for many generations. 

Thomas Built Buses started in 1916 in High 
Point, North Carolina and since then, the 
Thomas children and grandchildren have built 
a national reputation among the school bus 
business. 

In 2011, Thomas Built Buses became the 
first, and remains the only, school bus manu-
facturer to achieve Zero-Waste-to-Landfill op-
erations, demonstrating its industry leadership 
as a driving force in facility waste manage-
ment and environmental commitment. 

Today, a decade into the school bus occu-
pation, Thomas Built Buses offers school, ac-
tivity, green, childcare, specialty and commer-
cial buses across the nation. 

As the United States Congresswoman for 
North Carolina’s 12th Congressional District, I 
am proud to offer my congratulations for 100 
years of service and best wishes to you. 
Thank you for making such a positive impact 
in this country and for many years to come. 

HONORING CHIEF DEPUTY JERRY 
RICE 

HON. MARK MEADOWS 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. MEADOWS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Chief Deputy Jerry Rice of Hender-
son County, North Carolina. On behalf of the 
people of Western North Carolina, I would like 
to thank Chief Deputy Rice for his dedication 
to Henderson County, and congratulate him 
on his retirement after three decades of faith-
ful service. 

Chief Deputy Rice’s long career in law en-
forcement began in 1986 with a position as a 
tele-communicator for the Brevard Police De-
partment. That same year he completed Basic 
Law Enforcement training and subsequently 
worked as a patrol officer with the Brevard Po-
lice Department. In July 1987, Chief Deputy 
Rice began service with the Henderson Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office. There, he spent time in a 
wide range of roles, working at different points 
as a patrol deputy, a field training officer, a 
detective, and an undercover narcotics investi-
gator. Later in his career, he held several su-
pervisory positions in the Sheriff’s Office serv-
ing as Detective Sergeant over Drug Enforce-
ment, Detective Lieutenant supervising Prop-
erty Crimes, Operations Lieutenant in CID, 
Chief Administrator of the Henderson County 
Detention Facility, and Operations Major. Over 
the course of his career, Chief Deputy Rice 
also spent six years as a member of SWAT, 
became a Rifle Marksman and a general and 
specialized firearms instructor, earned a li-
cense as a polygraph examiner, and became 
an airplane and rotary wing law enforcement 
pilot. 

Throughout his time with the Henderson 
County Sheriff’s Office, Chief Deputy Rice was 
known for friendship, helpfulness, and dedica-
tion to the mission of his office. He earned a 
reputation for his clear understanding of the 
issues facing Henderson County and for his 
reasoned voice and counsel. I am proud to 
honor Chief Deputy Jerry Rice for his lifelong 
commitment to public service and to express 
the gratitude of myself and the people of 
Western North Carolina. 

f 

IN HONOR OF POLICE CHIEF JOHN 
FOSTER, 35 YEARS OF LAW EN-
FORCEMENT 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today, on behalf of myself and Mr. LAMALFA, 
to honor the service of Police Chief John Fos-
ter, who has kept the citizens of Grass Valley, 
California, safe for 17 years. 

As a police officer for 35 years, Chief Foster 
has dedicated his life to public welfare and 
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safety. He began his career as a police officer 
in Palo Alto, California. Over the course of 13 
years, he was promoted to Sergeant and then 
Lieutenant. His demonstrated leadership re-
sulted in the position of Police Captain in Cor-
vallis, Oregon. 

John Foster became the Chief of Grass Val-
ley Police in July 1998. He has been a main-
stay of the community ever since that time. He 
has been a member of the Chamber of Com-
merce, Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks, Rotary International, League of Cities, 
and Big Brothers and Big Sisters. He currently 
serves as a Blue and Gold Officer for the 
United States Naval Academy. 

Chief Foster has been the standard-bearer 
for public safety and leadership training. He is 
a member of the POST Instructor Standards 
Council, a Pointman Leadership Institute In-
structor, an Allied to Benefit Law Enforcement 
Consultant/Trainer, a Sierra College Adminis-
tration of Justice Committee member, a Drug 
Free Coalition Steering Committee member, a 
Nevada County Law Enforcement and Fire 
Council and a Leadership Institute Advisory 
Council member. 

Mr. Speaker, Chief John Foster has dedi-
cated his life to the protection of his fellow citi-
zens. He is an example of leadership for us 
all. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE IMPORTANT 
WORK OF NURSE PRACTI-
TIONERS AND SUPPORTING IN-
CREASED ACCESS TO HOME 
HEALTH 

HON. GREG WALDEN 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. WALDEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the many nurse practitioners (NPs) 
in Oregon and nationwide who work hard to 
provide quality health care to patients. Today, 
I’m meeting with Nancy Cavanaugh, a pedi-
atric NP from Central Point, Oregon. Nancy 
practices at La Clinica’s school-based health 
centers, including at Crater High School in 
Central Point. NPs like Nancy are the health 
provider of choice for millions of Americans 
seeking primary care, pediatric care, disease 
education, and other preventative services. 
Along with clinical nurse specialists (CNSs), 
certified nurse midwives (CNMs), and physi-
cian assistants (PAs), NPs serve many pa-
tients as their main source of care, especially 
in rural areas where a physician isn’t always 
readily available. 

Despite this important role, these clinicians 
remain unable to order home health services 
for the Medicare patients under their care. 
This impediment results in an administrative 
and paperwork burden, creating an unneces-
sary step in care delivery. That is why I intro-
duced H.R. 1342, the Home Health Care Plan-
ning Improvement Act of 2015, which would 
ensure that our Medicare beneficiaries get the 
home health care they need in a timely man-
ner by allowing NPs, CNSs, CNMs and PAs to 
order home health services, if their state al-
lows it. 

By easing administrative burdens and per-
mitting nurse practitioners like Nancy to order 
and certify home health services, the Home 
Health Care Planning Improvement Act would 

help deliver needed care to patients, espe-
cially in areas where access to health care is 
limited. Oregon’s seniors should be able to re-
ceive this important care in a timely fashion, 
because no one should be forced to choose 
between receiving health care and remaining 
in his or her home. Please join me in thanking 
Nancy and her fellow NPs for their hard work 
on behalf of patients. 

f 

HONORING MERLE LEWIS 

HON. TOM MARINO 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. MARINO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of my constituent Merle Lewis, recog-
nizing the celebration of his 90th birthday on 
April 8th. 

An upstanding resident of Pennsylvania, 
Merle resides in Glenburn Township with his 
wife Hilda. Merle and Hilda have been happily 
married for over 50 years. 

Merle has led a successful life as a dairy 
farmer and is a committed advocate for the 
agriculture community. Merle serves as a Di-
rector of the Wyoming-Lackawanna Farm Bu-
reau as well as a SafeMark dealer for the 
Pennsylvania Farm Bureau. He is the former 
Director of the Lackawanna County Dairy Herd 
Improvement Association. 

Along with his many responsibilities to the 
Farm Bureau, Merle is a member of the Ori-
ental Grange in Lake Winola and a past mem-
ber of the Green Grove Grange in Scott Town-
ship. 

I want to wish Merle a very happy 90th 
birthday and thank him for his service to all of 
the farmers in Pennsylvania. 

f 

RESTORE THE VOTE 

HON. TERRI A. SEWELL 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to acknowledge today as Restoration 
Tuesday and to honor the role of the brave 
men and women who fought in the ongoing 
battle to protect our most sacred constitutional 
right, the right to vote. 

Today, 51 years ago, courageous men and 
women stood tall and moved forward on what 
would be the final march of the peaceful pro-
test marches from Selma to Montgomery, Ala-
bama in March of 1965. This final march only 
occurred after countless Americans were left 
beaten, bloody and bruised on ‘‘Bloody Sun-
day’’ in pursuit of their fundamental right—the 
right to have their voices heard and their vote 
counted. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 would 
never have been possible without their sac-
rifices; but still today old battles have become 
anew and the struggle for equal voting rights 
continues. 

It is reprehensible that still in 2016, Ameri-
cans across the nation continue to face mod-
ern day barriers to the ballot box. A number of 
states, including Alabama, quickly passed re-
strictive laws designed to suppress the vote 
after the Supreme Court struck down Section 
4 pre-clearance and federal protection for vul-

nerable communities in 2013. The Voting 
Rights Act of 1965 was reauthorized nearly a 
decade ago and it is shameful that still today, 
people across the nation do not enjoy full and 
free access to exercise their right to vote. The 
time is always right to do what is right. As we 
continue to progress throughout this election 
year, it is especially critical that all Americans 
have fair and equal access to the ballot box. 
Our very democracy is built on the ability of 
every citizen being able to have their voices 
heard and vote counted. 

We must learn from the lessons of the past 
and honor those who sacrificed for our na-
tion’s progress. Just recently, I introduced leg-
islation to honor voting rights icon, Amelia 
Boynton Robinson, by renaming the Selma, 
Alabama post office in her honor. Mrs. Boyn-
ton Robinson was a voting rights hero and 
one of the Foot Soldiers on the front lines of 
the 1965 voting rights marches. She made the 
clear and compelling statement through her 
campaign motto when running for Congress 
as the first woman from the State of Alabama 
that ‘‘A Voteless People Is A Hopeless Peo-
ple.’’ We cannot continue to repeat the errors 
of the past. Amelia Boynton Robinson, like so 
many others literally shed blood for the right to 
vote. Fifty-one years later, no one should have 
to face violence or shed blood for a funda-
mental right. 

Also, just today I introduced legislation to 
designate several civil rights and voting rights 
sites in Birmingham, AL as a national park in 
order to commemorate their historical signifi-
cance. While these pieces of legislation are 
important gestures, the best way to com-
memorate and recognize their legacy is to 
pass meaningful voting rights legislation that 
would restore key provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965. 

Now is the time. Congress must act. The 
American people cannot wait any longer. On 
this Restoration Tuesday, we honor the men 
and women who stood for our fundamental 
right and take up the cause to continue the 
fight. The right to vote is worth fighting for and 
we must fight until the battle is won. 

We must Restore the Vote. 
f 

CONGRATULATING THE ALIQUIPPA 
QUIPS FOR A PERFECT SEASON 

HON. KEITH J. ROTHFUS 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, today I recog-
nize the Aliquippa Quips boys basketball team 
for claiming the PIAA Class AA title after an 
undefeated season with a perfect 30–0 record. 
Their extraordinary accomplishment makes the 
entire community proud. 

It is history in the making. They’re only the 
13th WPIAL team to ever win a state basket-
ball title with a perfect record, and the 33rd 
undefeated boys basketball state champion. 
This is Aliquippa’s first state title since 1997, 
and their first undefeated state championship 
since 1949. 

Athletics endow young people with many of 
the virtues and skills they will need to succeed 
not only on the court, but in every other en-
deavor. These young men are being rewarded 
for their hard work, dedication, athleticism, and 
team unity. 
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I wish the seniors luck in their future en-

deavors, and I extend my best wishes to the 
coaches and the team for another outstanding 
season next year. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ROBERT ‘‘BOB’’ 
MCGLOTTEN 

HON. WM. LACY CLAY 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. CLAY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to a remarkable gentleman and long- 
time workers’ rights icon in Washington, D.C., 
Mr. Robert ‘‘Bob’’ McGlotten, who departed 
this world on March 12th, 2016. He was a 
labor rights trailblazer, champion for positive 
social change, beloved husband, father, and 
dedicated public servant. He set a standard of 
excellence in labor reform, social justice, and 
national leadership that has been equaled by 
few other people. 

Bob was a trailblazer who made history and 
changed America for the better. He served the 
American Federation of Labor-Congress of In-
dustrial Organizations (AFL–CIO) in many ca-
pacities including as its Legislative Director, 
the first African American to serve in that high 
position, where he championed the rights of 
millions of working men and women for nearly 
three decades. One of his key accomplish-
ments was to increase union involvement in 
employment programs across the country. 

His career included his exceptional service 
as a board member for the Congressional 
Black Caucus Foundation as well as his work 
as a special assistant to former Secretary of 
Labor Peter Brennan. Bob came from humble 
beginnings, but rose to become one of the na-
tion’s most powerful and effective union lead-
ers. He stood shoulder-to-shoulder with my fa-
ther, former Congressman Bill Clay, as they 
worked tirelessly to promote and protect the 
rights of the American worker. 

I have known him since I was a child. A 
grand and gracious gentleman, he was a vi-
sionary. My Mom and Dad, and indeed our 
entire family, have wonderful memories of him. 
We always regarded him as a person of great 
integrity, a gentleman and a scholar, and a 
man who possessed both a warm smile and a 
caring heart. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Bob’s 
family, associates, and colleagues at this pain-
ful hour. He is survived by his beloved wife of 
23 years, Cheryl; his dear daughters Karen, 
Darlene and Roben; and his cherished sisters 
Patricia and Teresa Sparks; along with 10 
grandchildren and a host of great grand-
children, nieces, nephews, family and friends. 

I too have a heavy heart, as I reflect on our 
many years of enduring friendship. Bob was 
an incredible person who touched the hearts 
of people throughout the country that he 
served so ably and so well. 

May God bless him with perfect peace and 
eternal rest and may He bless all who mourn 
him with strength, faith, and renewed dedica-
tion to continue his good works. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge Members of Congress 
to join me in honoring the memory of Bob 
McGlotten for his legacy of honor and his 
strong commitment to confront injustice and 
inequality wherever he found it. 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 50TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF BIG BROTHERS 
BIG SISTERS OF NEW HAMP-
SHIRE 

HON. FRANK C. GUINTA 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. GUINTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the 50th anniversary of Big Brothers 
Big Sisters of New Hampshire. I am pleased 
to join previous volunteers, mentors, program 
participants and supporters of the program to 
recognize the commitment and hard work the 
‘‘Bigs’’ have made in the lives of the ‘‘Littles’’ 
they have impacted in the Granite State over 
the past 50 years. 

The belief of Big Brothers Big Sisters is very 
simple. They believe that every child has the 
ability to succeed in life, and for some it takes 
the extra guidance of a mentor to help them 
on their way to success. Their mission is more 
difficult as we sadly know that many children 
come from difficult situations, single parent 
households, or have challenges in learning 
and socializing unlike other kids their age. The 
‘‘Bigs,’’ or adult mentors, become a consistent 
presence in the lives of their ‘‘Littles’’ and help 
lend structure, support and confidence to 
these kids in their everyday lives. Many kids 
who have come up through Big Brothers Big 
Sisters have given testimony over the years 
that they wouldn’t be where they are today 
were it not for the help and support of their 
Big Brother or Big Sister, and I thank these 
men and women for taking time out of their 
lives to help support the children of our great 
state. 

I am proud to join with my fellow Granite 
Staters in recognizing the 50th anniversary of 
the Big Brothers Big Sisters of New Hamp-
shire, and wish them all the best in their future 
years. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO RADIO 
FREE EUROPE/RADIO LIBERTY 
AND VOICE OF AMERICA 

HON. YVETTE D. CLARKE 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. CLARKE of New York. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to congratulate our civilian U.S. 
international media organizations, Radio Free 
Europe/Radio Liberty and the Voice of Amer-
ica, for the dramatic work they have done in 
jointly creating and developing their Russian 
language television news venture, ‘‘Current 
Time.’’ 

‘‘Current Time’’ draws upon a uniquely in-
formed network of reporters and commenta-
tors to provide timely and credible news. It has 
expanded since its debut in October 2014 
from a 30-minute, daily broadcast into a brand 
that combines daily and weekly programs on 
numerous platforms to bring audiences all 
along Russia’s borders—from the Baltic coun-
tries, through Belarus, Ukraine, and Moldova, 
to the Caucasus countries and on into Central 
Asia—the information they need. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating and supporting the ‘‘Current Time’’ 
team, and Radio Free Europe/Radio Liberty 

and the Voice of America. Their work makes 
a critical contribution to supporting the free-
dom of the press for Russian speakers in crit-
ical regions around the world. 

f 

THE GREAT LAKES—A NATIONAL 
TREASURE 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, Teddy 
Roosevelt, America’s original conservationist 
said, ‘‘We are prone to speak of the resources 
of this country as inexhaustible. This is not 
so.’’ 

This could not be more true for our nation’s 
water: the lakes, rivers, streams, and oceans 
that enrich our land and people. 

That’s why, today, World Water Day, I 
would like to address the importance of pro-
tecting one of our national treasures, the 
Great Lakes. I have had the opportunity to 
represent parts of both Lake Erie and Lake 
Ontario during my time in Congress and serve 
as co-chair of the House Great Lakes Task 
Force. I know first-hand just how important the 
lakes are to my district, the region, as well as 
the country and planet. 

The Great Lakes represent 20 percent of 
the world’s fresh water supply and 95 percent 
of our nation’s fresh water supply. They are a 
source of drinking water, jobs, and recreation 
for millions of Americans. They are one of our 
country’s most precious resources. 

We have an obligation to protect and reha-
bilitate this precious resource. From historic 
problems which have risen from mistakes 
made generations ago to new threats, like cli-
mate change, there are so many matters en-
dangering the health of our Great Lakes. This 
is why programs such as the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative are so important to our 
region. The GLRI has funded the cleanup of 
toxic substances and has helped to combat 
the threat to our lakes from invasive species. 

We are all aware of the threat Asian Carp 
and other invasive species pose to the Great 
Lakes water system. The Asian Carp have 
been destructive to the rivers and streams that 
they have invaded and we must do everything 
in our power to prevent them from entering the 
Great Lakes at all. They have no natural pred-
ators to keep their populations in check and 
we cannot afford to let these fish wreak havoc 
on the ecosystems of the Great Lakes. 

I have consistently supported efforts to 
proactively protect our systems from dan-
gerous invasive species and will continue to 
do so. I encourage my colleagues to join me. 
We need to make sure to hold Congress re-
sponsible for adequately funding the programs 
such as the GLRI and to work proactively to 
prevent the introduction of pollutants and spe-
cies that threaten the safety and security of 
our water. 

In fact, humans can only survive four days 
without water. Ensuring the safety and avail-
ability of our water is truly life or death. 

These magnificent bodies of water are truly 
precious and we must do all that we can to 
protect these national treasures for future gen-
erations. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF ROSE 

RANDAZZO, THE SUNDAY 
DISPATCH’S 2015 PERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Rose Randazzo, who has been 
named the Sunday Dispatch’s Greater Pittston 
Person of the Year for 2015. Since 2000, the 
Sunday Dispatch selects a person annually 
who has a positive impact in the Greater 
Pittston Community over the course of the 
previous year. Rose has been a key figure to 
Pittston’s efforts to revitalize the city’s Main 
Street. 

In 2010, Rose was named the Main Street 
Manager, a volunteer position to help attract 
new businesses and arts to downtown 
Pittston. The most recent major art project is 
the Inspirational Mural, completed by muralist 
Michael Pilato and located on the side of the 
Newrose Building. The mural is dedicated to 
the residents of Greater Pittston and depicts 
more than forty local figures who have had an 
impact on life in the area. In addition to 
Pilato’s mural, downtown Pittston implemented 
Second Friday Art Walks in May 2013. Every 
second Friday during the summer months, 
craft and art vendors populate Pittston’s Main 
Street. Due to the success of the art walks 
and other endeavors taken on by Rose, 
‘‘American Craft Week’’ named Pittston the 8th 
best town for craft lovers in 2015. 

Rose’s agenda also includes rehabilitation 
of the city’s aging buildings. The first building 
Rose helped revitalize as Main Street Man-
ager was the building at 26 Main Street, which 
houses Napoli’s Pizza. Completed in Novem-
ber 2011, it is the first and only building with 
Italianate architecture in Pittston. Another one 
of Rose’s success stories is the Christopher 
Building. Before Rose intervened, the City of 
Pittston was considering demolishing this his-
toric building. Rose purchased the building 
and had it renovated. Today, the Christopher 
Building houses one of Pittston’s most suc-
cessful restaurants. 

It is an honor to recognize an individual who 
is ushering in a new renaissance for the City 
of Pittston. Rose truly has great vision for the 
historic town. I wish Rose continued success 
in her efforts to bring new life to Pittston. 

f 

HONORING CORTINA RANCHERIA 
CHAIRMAN CHARLIE WRIGHT 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Chairman Charlie Wright for his 
great contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Wright. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 

businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Wright to further our mu-
tual goal of preserving our nation’s great open 
spaces, and we look forward to collaborating 
in the future. 

f 

H.R. 4742 PROMOTING WOMEN IN 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP ACT AND 
H.R. 4755 INSPIRING THE NEXT 
SPACE PIONEERS, INNOVATORS, 
RESEARCHERS, AND EXPLORERS 
WOMEN ACT 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support of H.R. 
4742, the Promoting Women in Entrepreneur-
ship Act and H.R. 4755, the Inspiring the Next 
Space Pioneers, Innovators, Researchers, and 
Explorers Women Act. 

These two bills would support entrepreneur-
ship programs for women and encourage 
young girls and women to pursue STEM de-
grees and careers. 

Throughout my career in Congress and my 
time as the Ranking Member of the House 
Science, Space, and Technology Committee, I 
have been passionate about ensuring opportu-
nities for women in STEM fields. 

More women are pursuing STEM degrees 
and careers overall, but they are still under-
represented in many STEM fields. This is es-
pecially true in STEM fields with high entrepre-
neurship rates, such as engineering and com-
puter science. 

Along with STEM training, women face 
other barriers to entrepreneurship, including 
access to credit. 

Due to such barriers, it is important to sup-
port entrepreneurship programs focused on 
women. H.R. 4742 does that by supporting 

programs at the National Science Foundation 
that recruit and promote women who are look-
ing to move beyond the laboratory and enter 
the commercial world. 

I want to thank my colleague, Representa-
tive ESTY, for her work on this bill. 

H.R. 4755 would support existing programs 
at NASA that encourage young girls and 
women to study STEM fields and pursue ca-
reers in aerospace. These programs include 
NASA GIRLS, a virtual mentoring program; 
Aspire to Inspire, a program connecting young 
girls with women with STEM careers at NASA; 
and a summer institute program that increases 
awareness and exposes middle school girls to 
the STEM careers at NASA. 

Additionally, H.R. 4755 calls on NASA to 
submit a plan to Congress on how to best use 
their current and retired workforce to mentor 
female K–12 students. Utilizing our retired 
STEM workforce can multiply the opportunities 
for mentorship, but I appreciate Mrs. COM-
STOCK’s agreement to include current NASA 
employees, especially early career women at 
NASA. Seeing a young female scientist or en-
gineer might be the best way to show young 
girls that STEM careers are possible for them. 

I would to thank my colleague, Representa-
tive COMSTOCK, for her work on this bill and 
for working with me to broaden the scope of 
the plan. 

I strongly support both H.R. 4742 and H.R. 
4755 and I encourage my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to do the same. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF COLONEL 
FERDINAND CLARENCE ‘‘FRED’’ 
BIDGOOD 

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of my constituent, Colonel 
Ferdinand Clarence ‘‘Fred’’ Bidgood, a retired 
United States Army officer, a patriot, and a 
true leader. After his birth in 1938 in Fort 
Benning, Georgia, Fred went on to live in Lon-
don, England where he graduated from Cen-
tral High School in 1955. He matriculated into 
the United States Military Academy’s Class of 
1960 where he received a Bachelor of 
Science degree. Fred later earned a Master’s 
degree in civil engineering from Texas A&M, 
and graduated from the Armed Forces Staff 
College. 

Following his graduation from the United 
States Military Academy, Fred was commis-
sioned as 2nd Lieutenant in the Army and 
served around the world in command and staff 
positions in both Artillery and Engineer units. 
Throughout his career, he served as Associate 
Executive Director of the Paralyzed Veterans 
of America in Washington, DC and Chief of 
Staff for the National Victory Celebration, 
where his duties included welcoming home 
troops from the Gulf War. He also served as 
Director on the Board of Governors of the 
World United Services Organization and 
Chairman of their Human Resources Com-
mittee, and he was a member of the Board of 
Advisers of National Handicapped Sports. 

Fred lived much of his life in South Run For-
est community in Springfield, Virginia. On Vet-
erans Day, Flag Day, and Memorial Day, Fred 
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enjoyed distributing flags across his entire 
community to share his patriotic spirit with his 
neighbors in honor of our country and all 
those who have served it bravely with him. 
Fred will be remembered dearly across the 
South Run Forest community by all those he 
touched on a daily basis. He was well known 
by many of his neighbors for having a witty 
sense of humor. One of Fred’s neighbors, 
Norman Bayne, once told me about a time 
when he was mowing his lawn and wearing 
shorts, Fred came out and shouted, ‘‘If I had 
legs like that I would wear pants.’’ Fred always 
had a way to brighten the day of those around 
him. 

Fred’s final assignment in the military was 
as an Executive Assistant to the Administrator 
of the Veterans Administration. He passed 
away a decorated veteran, having earned four 
awards of the Legion of Merit, The Bronze 
Star, two awards of the Meritorious Service 
Medal, the Air Medal, and the Army Com-
mendation Medal. He was preceded in death 
by his daughter Kerri. He is survived by his 
wife Marilyn of 55 years, two sons Mark and 
Matthew, and four grandchildren, Damon, 
Haley, Aidan, and Brianna. I am honored to 
commemorate Fred today for his life of leader-
ship, service, and selfless contributions to our 
great nation. We are fortunate to have citizens 
like Fred who are willing to put their life at risk 
to serve the United States of America. 

f 

HONORING ED NORTON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN rise to recognize and 
honor Ed Norton for his great contribution to 
the designation of the Berryessa Snow Moun-
tain Monument by President Barack Obama 
on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Norton. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 
businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Norton to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

WELCOME BRYNLEE ELIZABETH 
LUMLEY 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, I am happy to congratulate Sarah Lumley 
and her husband, Nick Lumley, on the birth of 
their new baby girl. Brynlee Elizabeth Lumley 
was born at 4:27 p.m. on Wednesday, March 
16, 2016, at University Hospital in Augusta, 
Georgia. Brynlee weighed seven pounds and 
ten ounces and measured 20 and 3/4 inches 
long. She is the first child for the happy couple 
and I have no doubt her talented parents will 
be dedicated to her well-being and bright fu-
ture. 

I would also like to congratulate Brynlee’s 
grandparents, Jerry and Dawn Barber of Jack-
son, South Carolina, and John and Valerie 
Zentz of North Augusta, South Carolina. Con-
gratulations to her entire family as they wel-
come their newest addition of pure pride and 
joy. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. CHARLES W. DENT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. DENT. Mr. Speaker, on roll call no. 130, 
I regretfully missed this vote due to illness. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA. 

f 

HONORING CALIFORNIA STATE 
ASSEMBLYMAN BILL DODD 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Assemblyman Dodd for his great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Assemblyman Dodd. Their com-
mitment to engaging friends, colleagues, local 
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 

pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Assemblyman Dodd to fur-
ther our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CAPTAIN DON 
WILLIAMS, USN (RET.) 

HON. JOSEPH J. HECK 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. HECK of Nevada. Mr. Speaker, I come 
to the floor today to memorialize the life and 
career of Captain Donald Edward Williams, 
United States Navy, Retired. 

Captain Williams, a resident of the Sun City 
Anthem community in my district, passed 
away on February 23, 2016 at the age of 74. 

His life and service to the United States was 
truly remarkable and worthy of our recognition 
in this House. 

After graduating with a degree in Mechan-
ical Engineering from Purdue University, Cap-
tain Williams received a commission in the 
United States Navy through Purdue’s NROTC 
program. 

He went to flight training in 1964 and 
earned his pilots wings in 1966. 

Captain Williams made four combat deploy-
ments during Vietnam; two with Attack Squad-
ron 113 and two with Attack Squadron 97, 
both aboard the USS Enterprise. In all, Don 
Williams flew 330 combat missions in Viet-
nam. 

For his service he was awarded the Legion 
of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, 2 Navy 
Commendation Medals with Combat V device, 
the Vietnam Service Medal, a Vietnamese 
Gallantry Cross, and the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. 

Following the war, Captain Williams contin-
ued his service as a Navy test pilot, logging 
more than 6,000 hours flying time, which in-
cludes 5,700 hours in jets and 745 carrier 
landings. 

In 1978, Captain Williams was selected by 
NASA and one year later became an astro-
naut qualified for assignment as a pilot on fu-
ture Space shuttle flights. 
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Captain Williams made two space flights. 
His first was in 1985 aboard the Space 

Shuttle Discovery and his second was in 1989 
aboard the shuttle Atlantis, where he served 
as spacecraft commander. Aboard the 
Atlantis, Captain Williams and his crew suc-
cessfully deployed the Galileo spacecraft, 
starting its journey to explore Jupiter. 

During his time with NASA, Captain Wil-
liams was awarded the NASA Outstanding 
Leadership Medal, NASA Space Flight Medal, 
and NASA Exceptional Service Medal. In total 
he logged more than 287 hours in space and 
orbited Earth 188 times. 

I do not make such statements lightly, Mr. 
Speaker, but Captain Donald Williams was the 
epitome of an American hero. He served our 
country during war and peace and on behalf 
of a grateful nation, I thank him. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $19,202,994,410,080.31. We’ve 
added $8,576,117,361,167.23 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
have avoided with a balanced budget amend-
ment. 

f 

HONORING CITY OF WINTERS 
MAYOR CECILIA AGUILAR-CURRY 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Mayor Aguilar-Curry for her great 
contribution to the designation of the 
Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument by 
President Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mayor Aguilar-Curry. Their com-
mitment to engaging friends, colleagues, local 
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mayor Aguilar-Curry to fur-
ther our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO STAFF SGT. LOUIS F. 
‘‘LOUIE’’ CARDIN 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
pay tribute to a hero from my congressional 
district, United States Marine Corps Staff Ser-
geant Louis F. ‘‘Louie’’ Cardin. Today we ask 
that the House of Representatives honor and 
remember this incredible young man who died 
in service to our country. 

SSG Cardin was from Temecula, California, 
where he graduated from Chaparral High 
School. He was the second youngest of seven 
siblings, siblings whom he looked up to and 
followed including following one brother into 
military service. Staff Sergeant Cardin is re-
membered fondly by family and friends, who 
knew him for his humor and love of family and 
life. He is survived by this parents and sib-
lings. 

SSG Cardin was assigned to the 2nd Bat-
talion, 6th Marine Regiment, 26th Marine Ex-
peditionary Unit, Camp Lejeune, North Caro-
lina. He was killed in action in Makhmur, Iraq 
on March 19, 2016. Staff Sergeant Cardin was 
27 years old. He had an illustrious military ca-
reer where he was awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation, three Afghanistan Campaign 
medals, an Iraq Campaign Medal, and three 
Sea Service Deployment ribbons. 

As we look at the incredibly rich military his-
tory of our country we realize that this history 
is comprised of men, just like Staff Sergeant 
Cardin, who bravely fought for the ideals of 
freedom and democracy. Each story is unique 
and humbling for those of us who, far from the 
dangers they have faced, live our lives in rel-
ative comfort and ease. The day the Cardin 
family learned of their son and brother’s death 
was probably the hardest day they have ever 
faced and our thoughts, prayers and deepest 
gratitude for Staff Sergeant Cardin’s sacrifice 
go out to them. There are no words or actions 
that can ease their grief. What words we can 
offer only begin to convey our deep respect 
and highest appreciation for the sacrifice Staff 
Sergeant Cardin made for our great nation. 
His sacrifice is forever etched in the history of 
freedom triumphing over oppression. 

Staff Sergeant Cardin’s family has given a 
part of themselves in the loss of their loved 
one and we hope they know that the good-

ness he brought to this world and the sacrifice 
he has made will never be forgotten. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TODD C. YOUNG 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, on 
Monday, March 21st, 2016, I was unable to 
vote. Had I been present, I would have voted 
YES on roll call no. 130. 

f 

HONORING NAPA COUNTY 
SUPERVISOR DIANE DILLON 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Supervisor Dillon for her great con-
tribution to the designation of the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain Monument by President 
Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Supervisor Dillon. Their commit-
ment to engaging friends, colleagues, local 
residents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Supervisor Dillon to further 
our mutual goal of preserving our nation’s 
great open spaces, and we look forward to 
collaborating in the future. 
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HONORING THE 75TH ANNIVER-

SARY OF THE ROTARY CLUB OF 
NAPERVILLE, ILLINOIS 

HON. BILL FOSTER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. FOSTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the 75th anniversary of the Rotary 
Club of Naperville, which was founded on 
March 31, 1941. The Rotary Club of Naperville 
is a chartered member of Rotary International, 
which boasts an impressive membership of 
1.2 million neighbors, friends, and community 
leaders who come together to create positive, 
lasting change in our communities and around 
the world. 

Since its inception, the Rotary Club of 
Naperville has been a major supporter of char-
itable and community causes, and has contrib-
uted over $1 million to deserving programs 
that serve those in need throughout our com-
munity. Moreover, its members have devoted 
immeasurable hours in volunteer and humani-
tarian service, not only in our community but 
across the globe. The Rotary Club of 
Naperville and its members truly live the Ro-
tary motto, ‘‘Service Above Self.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in commemorating the 75th anniversary of the 
Rotary Club of Naperville and in commending 
it as it continues its long tradition of fellowship 
and service. 

f 

RECOGNIZING FIESTA’S 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. LAMAR SMITH 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today, I 
want to recognize the more than 75,000 indi-
viduals who donate their time and talents to 
organizing Fiesta San Antonio. Fiesta San An-
tonio started in 1891 as a one-parade event, 
and it has evolved into one of the nation’s pre-
mier festivals with an economic impact of 
more than $284 million dollars for the Alamo 
City. The 125th anniversary of Fiesta will take 
place this year in a 10-day celebration from 
April 14 through 24; the festival commemo-
rates the Battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto 
and the birth of multiethnic heritage of the 
Alamo City. The area non-profit organizations 
that stage more than 100 Fiesta events held 
throughout the city include churches, schools, 
arts groups, health organizations, athletic as-
sociations, and many others; local units of the 
United States Army, Navy, Air Force, and Ma-
rines offer their support to many of these gath-
erings while also presenting events of their 
own. 

Fiesta San Antonio has become a popular 
attraction for visitors from far and wide, and 
more than three million party-goers enjoy Fi-
esta San Antonio from across the state, nation 
and world each year. Fiesta is the Party With 
A Purpose as the funds raised by official Fi-
esta events provide services to San Antonio 
citizens throughout the year. An undertaking of 
this magnitude depends on the efforts of many 
volunteers. Deserving of special recognition 
are the officers and staff of the Fiesta San An-

tonio Commission, including president 
Vonzetta Hickman, president-elect Erwin 
DeLuna, senior vice president Bill Mitchell, 
vice president Byron LeFlore, Jr., vice presi-
dent Virginia Van Cleave, treasurer Marcie 
Ince, secretary Joe Ramirez, presidential ap-
pointee Marsha Hendler, immediate past 
president Fernando Reyes, and executive di-
rector Amy Shaw. 

Fiesta San Antonio brings together people 
from all walks of life to join in a spirited cele-
bration of the city’s rich history, culture, and 
traditions. In appreciation of all they have 
done, Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues join 
me in thanking them for their efforts. 

f 

HONORING DAN SMUTTS 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN rise to recognize and 
honor Dan Smutts for his great contribution to 
the designation of the Berryessa Snow Moun-
tain Monument by President Barack Obama 
on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Smutts. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 
businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Smutts to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

AHMADIYYA-INDONESIA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the men 
and women of the Ahmadiyya Muslim commu-
nity are peaceful followers of Islam. Ahmadis 
around the world work tirelessly to counter vio-
lent extremist propaganda and defend their re-
ligion against terrorists. But for years they 
have suffered systematic oppression, ruthless 
attacks, and false imprisonment. 

Since 2008, the Ahmadiyya community has 
been the subject of deadly attacks from mili-
tant Islamists in Indonesia simply because 
they have different beliefs. Following a Presi-
dential decree ordering the Ahmadiyya com-
munity to ‘‘stop spreading interpretations and 
activities that deviate from the principal teach-
ings of Islam,’’ Ahmadis in Indonesia have 
faced escalating threats of violence. 

In the most recent attack on Bangka Island, 
top elected officials told the Ahmadiyya com-
munity that they must convert to Sunni Islam 
or be forcibly removed from the island. This 
campaign of intolerance was compounded by 
letters warning that Bangka residents ‘‘won’t 
want to be held accountable if ugly things hap-
pen’’ should the Ahmadiyya refuse to leave. 
The government followed through on these ex-
pulsions and on February 5th eleven Ahmadis 
were forced to leave their families and homes. 
Nine other victims remained behind and are 
currently living at the Ahmadiyya Secretariat 
Office, unable to return to their homes out of 
fear. 

The rights of all Indonesian citizens, regard-
less of their religious beliefs, should be pro-
tected. The right to worship is not a right 
granted by man but by our Creator. And that’s 
just the way it is. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE HOUSING AU-
THORITY OF THE COUNTY OF 
MONTEREY 

HON. SAM FARR 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. FARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of the Housing Authority of the County 
of Monterey’s celebration of 75 years of serv-
ice in the 20th Congressional District of Cali-
fornia. I have long argued that the biggest 
issue facing the economic future of my Central 
California region is affordable workforce hous-
ing. The Housing Authority of the County of 
Monterey was created on March 17, 1941. Its 
original purpose was to provide low-income 
rentals in the County of Monterey as an inde-
pendent public agency. However, in the last 
75 years, the Housing Authority has gone well 
beyond its original design. 

The Housing Authority has proven to be an 
invaluable asset in times of both war and 
peace. At the close of World War II, the Hous-
ing Authority’s performance was exemplary in 
locating emergency housing for returning vet-
erans and their families and they have contin-
ued to show this support for Monterey County 
for over seven decades. Throughout the 
years, the Housing Authority has expanded its 
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programs to include low-income rental apart-
ments, low-income Housing Choice Voucher 
rental assistance to the private market, and 
development of affordable housing in concert 
with related non-profits. In addition, the Hous-
ing Authority provides property management 
services and tax-exempt bond financing for 
housing construction to its related non-profits. 

The Housing Authority is contributing to the 
reduction of homelessness in the County of 
Monterey through its collaboration with other 
local non-profits and governmental jurisdic-
tions. The Housing Authority has provided 
transitional and permanent supportive housing 
to local residents who have found themselves 
homeless. 

The Housing Authority provides permanent 
and migrant housing for low-income farm-
workers who support the agricultural economy 
of the County of Monterey. The Housing Au-
thority also provides housing for low-income 
persons with disabilities and senior citizens. 
As the population of seniors and the disabled 
grow in the County, the Housing Authority has 
risen to the challenge of housing these popu-
lations of citizens. 

Finally, the cost of rental housing has grown 
substantially in the last years, the need for af-
fordable housing has also burgeoned. In part-
nership with its affiliated nonprofit develop-
ment corporation, the Housing Authority has 
rehabilitated its housing units to insure that 
they remain an affordable housing option for 
generations to come. The Housing Develop-
ment Corporation has assisted other housing 
authorities in the redevelopment of their obso-
lete housing units and has led the way in 
reuse of property. 

Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for the 
whole House in recognizing the achievements 
of the Housing Authority of the County of Mon-
terey. The Housing Authority has made end-
less contributions to Monterey County for the 
services it has provided for the residents of 
the 20th Congressional District of California. 

f 

HONORING MATT KELLER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Matt Keller for his great contribution 
to the designation of the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain Monument by President Barack 
Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Keller. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 
businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-

erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Keller to further our mu-
tual goal of preserving our nation’s great open 
spaces, and we look forward to collaborating 
in the future. 

f 

HONORING MARK VAN TINE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Mark Van Tine, Vice 
President of Digital Aviation for The Boeing 
Company and Chief Executive Officer of 
Jeppesen, who is retiring after 35 years with 
the company. Mr. Van Tine is a true champion 
of the aviation industry and an inspiration to 
young people considering an aviation career. 

Since 1981, Mr. Van Tine has held numer-
ous positions at Jeppesen, including serving 
as its Chief Information Officer, before being 
named CEO in 2002. In 2012, he added re-
sponsibilities as the leader of Boeing’s new 
Digital Aviation organization. In recent years, 
Mr. Van Tine took on the tremendous chal-
lenge of overseeing Jeppesen’s digital trans-
formation, moving the entire global aviation in-
dustry to electronic charts. This process re-
duced from 2.5 billion sheets of navigational 
paper for the worldwide aviation and maritime 
industries annually to around 475 million 
sheets annually today. He leads more than 
3,800 employees at Jeppesen, headquartered 
in Englewood, Colorado, who serve four key 
customer markets—general, business, military, 
and commercial aviation—of which there are 
more than 100,000 customers. In his role with 
The Boeing Company, Mr. Van Tine oversees 
more than 4,400 employees in developing and 
delivering cutting-edge information solutions. 

Mr. Van Tine is also an active contributor to 
the general aviation community. He sits on the 
boards of the General Aviation Manufacturers 
Association (GAMA) and the Experimental Air-
craft Association (EAA). In 2009 he served as 
GAMA’s Chairman and has since chaired the 
association’s Security Issues Committee for 
five years. In this capacity, he skillfully testified 
before the House Homeland Security Commit-
tee’s Transportation Security Subcommittee in 
2011, offering the general aviation industry’s 
perspectives on reauthorization of the Trans-
portation Security Administration. 

His greatest passion, however, is instilling a 
love of aviation in young people and encour-

aging them to become the next generation of 
aviation leaders. A naturally gifted mentor, Mr. 
Van Tine devised a Science, Technology, En-
gineering, and Math (STEM) competition for 
high schoolers with an annual prize being a 
two-week build of a Glasair Sportsman air-
plane. This June marks the third year Mr. Van 
Tine will join students to assemble an aircraft 
in the GAMA/Build A Plane Aviation Design 
Challenge. He also chairs the Jeppesen Avia-
tion Foundation, which honors the legacy of 
Captain Elrey B. Jeppesen by supporting edu-
cational institutions, organizations, and stu-
dents in the aviation community. In addition, 
he helps to teach character, leadership, and 
life skills to urban youth as a Board member 
with Colorado UPLIFT, a non-profit youth serv-
ice organization. 

I congratulate Mark Van Tine on his many 
accomplishments and years of outstanding 
service to the aviation community on this mile-
stone occasion. He is truly an asset to the 
people of Colorado and to those millions of 
passengers around the globe who are safe in 
the skies and at sea each year through the 
use of his navigation services. 

f 

CONDEMNING THE 22-YEAR SEN-
TENCE ISSUED AGAINST NADIYA 
SAVCHENKO 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I condemn the ver-
dict and 22-year sentence issued today 
against Nadiya Savchenko by Russian authori-
ties. The verdict shows disregard for the rule 
of law and is completely unjust. I once again 
call on Russian authorities to release her im-
mediately. 

Throughout Savchenko’s detention and trial, 
I have been deeply troubled by the serious 
violations in due process. Since her capture 
and imprisonment in July 2014 on trumped-up 
charges, her trial and hearing dates were re-
peatedly delayed, and her trial venue were 
moved to a remote region in Russia, difficult 
for observers to reach. Savchenko also en-
dured interrogations, solitary confinement, and 
forced psychiatric evaluations. 

Since her capture, Savchenko has come to 
represent the spirit of an independent Ukraine, 
free from interference and eager to embrace 
the will of its own people. I join the people of 
Ukraine in expressing my deep concern for 
her well being, and in protesting her verdict 
and sentence. 

I continue to call on Russian authorities to 
release Nadiya Savchenko immediately. 

f 

HONORING BOB SCHNEIDER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Bob Schneider for his great con-
tribution to the designation of the Berryessa 
Snow Mountain Monument by President 
Barack Obama on July 10, 2015. 
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This outstanding accomplishment was made 

possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Schneider. Their commitment 
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
source. The region’s unique geological forma-
tions will play host for the world’s scientists for 
years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Schneider to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the vote on H.R. 4314, the 
Counterterrorism Screening and Assistance 
Act of 2016, as amended (Roll Call No. 130), 
I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

The bill would require the State Department 
and other federal agencies to develop a plan 
that boosts the ability of U.S. allies to block 
international travel of terrorists and foreign 
fighters and to accelerate the transfer to part-
ner nations of certain U.S. systems that help 
identify terrorists and other high-risk individ-
uals. It also would establish minimum inter-
national border security standards and allows 
the suspension of U.S. foreign aid to nations 
that fail to make significant efforts to comply 
with those minimum standards. 

f 

HONORING JOSÉ GONZÁLEZ 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 

Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Mr. González for his great contribu-
tion to the designation of the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain Monument by President Barack 
Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr González. Their commitment 
to engaging friends, colleagues, local resi-
dents, businesses, stakeholders across the 
country, and policymakers in a coordinated ef-
fort to achieve permanent protection was crit-
ical to the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 
parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 
system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. González to further our 
mutual goal of preserving our nation’s great 
open spaces, and we look forward to collabo-
rating in the future. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TAMMY DUCKWORTH 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. Speaker, on March 
21, 2016, on Roll Call No. 130 on the Motion 
to Suspend the Rules and Pass H.R. 4314, 
Counterterrorism Screening and Assistance 
Act of 2016, as amended, I am not recorded. 
Had I been present, I would have voted YEA 
on H.R. 4314. 

f 

EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES TO 
THE VICTIMS OF THE TER-
RORIST ATTACKS IN BRUSSELS 
AND SOLIDARITY WITH THE PEO-
PLE OF BELGIUM 

HON. SHEILA JACKSON LEE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
remember the innocent victims who lost their 
lives, and those who were seriously injured, 

this morning in the barbaric attacks per-
petrated by terrorists in Brussels, Belgium. 

Our hearts and prayers are with the families 
and loved ones of the victims and our thanks 
and appreciation go to the first responders 
who selflessly came to the aid of their fellow 
members of the human family. 

Brussels will emerge from today’s attacks 
stronger than ever and more firmly committed 
to the values and principles that have made it 
so great. 

And as Brussels recovers and responds, I 
hope its people take comfort in the certain 
knowledge that the people of the United 
States stand in solidarity with them. 

Today’s attacks are a reminder of the com-
mon danger the free, democratic, and peace 
loving nations of the world face from those 
who reject the norms of civilized society and 
abuse the liberties and freedoms afforded 
them by free societies. 

Those responsible for today’s crime against 
humanity should make no mistake; they will be 
held to account in this life and the next. 

But today our thoughts and prayers are with 
the people of Brussels, which represents ev-
erything terrorists despise: a symbol of the 
modern world where persons of differing 
faiths, creeds, races, and cultures live together 
in peace, harmony, and freedom. 

That symbol is recognizable to Americans 
because it also represents the American heart 
and spirit. 

The terrorist attacks in Brussels were hor-
rific acts on innocent civilians perpetrated by 
depraved individuals who misuse the peaceful 
religion of Islam for their own misguided pur-
poses. 

Their horrible and heinous acts are their re-
sponsibility, and theirs alone, and for which 
they can be assured that they alone will be 
held accountable. 

But that will come another day; today I ask 
a moment of silence for the victims killed and 
injured in the terrorist attacks in Brussels. 

f 

HONORING PAUL SPITLER 

HON. MIKE THOMPSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I, along with Representative GARAMENDI and 
Representative HUFFMAN, rise to recognize 
and honor Paul Spitler for his great contribu-
tion to the designation of the Berryessa Snow 
Mountain Monument by President Barack 
Obama on July 10, 2015. 

This outstanding accomplishment was made 
possible by the tireless work of countless ad-
vocates like Mr. Spitler. Their commitment to 
engaging friends, colleagues, local residents, 
businesses, stakeholders across the country, 
and policymakers in a coordinated effort to 
achieve permanent protection was critical to 
the establishment of the Monument. 

Now, the Berryessa Snow Mountain Monu-
ment may be counted among the hundreds of 
pristine parks across the country that rep-
resent America’s most treasured public re-
sources. The region’s unique geological for-
mations will play host for the world’s scientists 
for years to come. Centuries-old archeological 
sites will draw curious historians and research-
ers as they piece together the stories of gen-
erations past. And avid bikers, hikers, camp-
ers, horsemen, and sportsmen will be able to 
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enjoy this landmark that is now forever open 
and accessible to outdoor enthusiasts from 
Northern California and beyond. 

The Berryessa Snow Mountain Monument 
serves as proof of the value of the Antiquities 
Act and the power of the Executive to protect 
these lands in the face of inaction by Con-
gress. After extensive input from interested 

parties and substantial evidence of this re-
gion’s value, the Obama Administration hon-
ored the support of stakeholders, and the 
gravity of conservation. 

The legacy of public lands is one of the 
most important we can leave for future gen-
erations. The Berryessa Snow Mountain 
Monument is a critical piece of a preservation 

system that stretches from the Hawaiian Is-
lands to the Maine Coast. It has been a privi-
lege working with Mr. Spitler to further our mu-
tual goal of preserving our nation’s great open 
spaces, and we look forward to collaborating 
in the future. 
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