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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing.
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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the
bill, as amended, was passed.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

The title of the bill was amended so
as to read: ‘A bill to amend title 38,
United States Code, to provide for the
burial in Arlington National Cemetery
of the cremated remains of certain per-
sons whose service has been determined
to be active service.”.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | missed the following votes:

1. Motion on Ordering the Previous Ques-
tion on the Rule for H.R. 2345. Had | been
present, | would have voted “no.”

2. H. Res. 653—Rule providing for consider-
ation of H.R. 2745—Standard Merger and Ac-
quisitions Reviews Through Equal Rules Act
of 2015. Had | been present, | would have
voted “no.”

3. H.R. 4742—Promoting Women in Entre-
preneurship Act. Had | been present, | would
have voted “yes” on this bill.

4. H.R. 4755—Inspiring the Next Space
Innovators, Researchers, and Explorers (IN-
SPIRE) Women Act. Had | been present, |
would have voted “yes” on this bill.

5. H.R. 4336—Women Airforce Service Pilot
Arlington Inurnment Restoration Act, as
amended. Had | been present, | would have
voted “yes” on this bill.

HOUR OF MEETING ON TOMORROW

Mr. ZELDIN. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that when the
House adjourns today, it adjourn to
meet at 9 a.m. tomorrow.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

———

PENNSYLVANIA WILDFIRE WEEK

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in recogni-
tion of Pennsylvania’s Wildfire Preven-
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tion Week, which will be observed
through this Saturday.

As chairman of the House Agri-
culture Subcommittee on Conservation
and Forestry and the Representative of
Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congressional
District, which includes the Allegheny
National Forest, I know how quickly
simple brush fires can get out of con-
trol at this time of the year, often dev-
astating acres of forest. In Pennsyl-
vania, it is estimated that nearly 7,000
acres of State and private land are
burned each year. Additionally, nearly
all brush fires, an estimated 85 percent,
occur in the months of March, April,
and May.

Because of the prevalence of fires at
this time of the year, I also want to
praise the efforts of our fire depart-
ments across the Commonwealth.
These men and women, the vast major-
ity of whom are volunteers, volunteer
their time and service to their commu-
nities and often put their lives on the
line to save property and homes im-
pacted by fires which grow out of con-
trol.

Nearly all wildfires are caused by
human activity, which is why it is so
important that we continue to educate
the public on commonsense ways to
stop them before they start.

————
COUNTDOWN TO EARTH DAY 2016

(Ms. KAPTUR asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, to mark
this first week of spring, this week I
launched a Countdown to Earth Day
2016 across our congressional district, a
district that encompasses the largest
watershed in the entire Great Lakes,
that flows into Lake Erie.

With greater rainfall causing rising
nutrient runoff and with millions of
people and livestock inhabiting this
watershed, the persistent and growing
challenge of algal blooms into Lake
Erie threatens our precious freshwater
supply.

This 21st century challenge is one we
must meet. Thus, each week until
Earth Day, April 22, I intend to focus
on practical ways citizens can help to
restore our ecosystem.

This week our focus is people helping
pollinators, as pollinators—bees, but-
terflies, hummingbirds—are key to
abundant plant growth in a region that
needs less erosion, more wetland filtra-
tion, better land and plant manage-
ment. And one of three foods you eat is
dependent on pollinators.

Citizen plantings of staple garden
standards such as parsley, dill, fennel,
and other herbs contribute to polli-
nator support and ecosystem health.
They are landing pads for the growth of
caterpillars and other beneficial in-
sects.

Everyone can help. For that reason, I
encourage all Americans to get out-
side, enjoy the new spring, restore our
environment, and plant helpful herbs
in your gardens and properties to pass
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