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Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, as
we struggle to deal with the epidemic
of opioid addiction and thousands of
deaths from overdose, it is ironic that
later this afternoon I will be part of a
debate at the Brookings Institution
about whether or not marijuana should
continue to be a Schedule I controlled
substance because, according to the
statute, it has no medical value and a
high potential for abuse.

Well, as part of the national drug re-
form movement, this much is clear:
marijuana is less addictive, by far,
than tobacco, alcohol, and cocaine. In-
deed, the percentage of people who be-
come addicted is less than 9 percent, as
opposed to alcohol, cocaine, and to-
bacco, which is much, much higher.

It carries this designation of Sched-
ule I despite the fact that millions of
people have used marijuana and there
has never been a single documented
case of an overdose death.

As to medical value, it has repeat-
edly been confirmed. The New England
Journal of Medicine did a survey in
2013 of practitioners who overwhelm-
ingly supported the use of marijuana
for medicinal purposes. It has been en-
dorsed by 15 State medical associa-
tions, the Epilepsy Foundation, and
the American Nurses Association. Peo-
ple who have looked at it objectively
agree that there is a huge potential for
benefit. And that, most compellingly,
is borne out by thousands of years of
human existence.

It is used by well over a million
Americans in 40 States to deal with
things like PTSD and chronic pain. It
is well known that it helps deal with
the debilitating effects of chemo-
therapy for cancer: nausea and the loss
of appetite. Indeed, we are having fami-
lies move across the country to be able
to get legal access to medical mari-
juana in States like Colorado because
it is the only remedy that they have
been able to get to give relief to their
infant children who suffer a debili-
tating type of epileptic seizures, tor-
turing their babies, and it works for
them.

Well, in the 1970s Richard Nixon re-
jected the advice of his own hand-
picked Commission on Marihuana and
Drug Abuse and decided to make this
the centerpiece of his war on drugs. A
trillion dollars later and after millions
of lives being affected, we are on the
verge of a national effort to right this
wrong. We are going to see State after
State voting to follow Oregon, Colo-
rado, Washington, and Alaska in adult
legalization.

It is time for Congress and the ad-
ministration to reassess the flawed
principle of making marijuana a
Schedule I controlled drug, with all the
resulting harms and none of the bene-
fits. It is past time for action.

HONORING STANLEY G. TATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
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Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to pay tribute to a remark-
able individual and one of my oldest
and dearest friends, Mr. Stanley Tate.

A Miami-Dade County native, Stan-
ley Tate has successfully served many
roles in his long life, including busi-
nessman, civic leader, and public serv-
ant.

From a young age, Stanley was ambi-
tious and understood the importance of
a solid education. He enrolled in the
University of Florida, where he earned
a bachelor’s degree, followed by a grad-
uate degree from Columbia University.

Stanley quickly proved himself to be
an intelligent, capable, and resourceful
individual who was willing to work
hard to accomplish his goals.

Not long after school, Stanley found-
ed a general contracting firm, building
private homes and apartment build-
ings. As a young and driven newcomer
to the industry, Stanley quickly be-
came well known and respected for his
quality work.

Never one to limit himself, Stanley
continuously expanded upon his con-
tinued success, starting several other
individual firms and entities that fo-
cused on consulting and investments,
as well as commercial development, in-
cluding office buildings, shopping cen-
ters, and restaurants.

While Stanley was focused on man-
aging his companies, he also made it a
point to be very involved in public
service, both locally and on a national
level. He served with the city council
of Bay Harbor Islands in several capac-
ities, including mayor and assistant
mayor for 20 years. He was also on the
board of directors of the Florida
League of Cities and is a former chair-
man of the Housing Resource Team for
Metro-Dade County.

Due to his vast knowledge and exper-
tise, Stanley has served as a witness
and testified before committees in both
the U.S. House of Representatives and
the United States Senate regarding
housing and banking issues.

In addition, he was appointed by
President George Herbert Walker Bush
to be the chairman of the National Ad-
visory Board of the Resolution Trust
Corporation, and was then nominated
by President Clinton to be the presi-
dent of the RTC.

One of Stanley’s strongest positions
is one I share. It is the belief that
every family should be provided a way
to save for their child’s higher edu-
cation. His vision became a reality
with the Florida Prepaid College Plan.
His tenure as the program’s chairman
for the first 18 years was marked by his
absolute dedication and selfless devo-
tion to maintaining the program’s via-
bility.

In recognition of Stanley’s efforts,
then-Governor Jeb Bush signed House
Bill 263 into law on June 26, 2006, re-
naming the program the Stanley G.
Tate Florida Prepaid College Program.

For all of these efforts and many
more, Stanley Tate has been the recipi-
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ent of numerous civic awards related to
his work. This includes the Youth Law
Center’s Unsung Hero Award, the Col-
lege Savings Plan USA Network’s Dis-
tinguished Service Award, the Miami-
Dade County Commission on Ethics
and Public Trust’s Aréte Award, and
was selected as one of the Twelve Good
Men of 2004 by the Ronald McDonald
House.

As a man of strong Jewish faith,
Stanley has always been quite active in
the Miami Jewish community and a
strong and early supporter of the
Democratic Jewish State of Israel.

Mr. Tate served as chairman of the
Greater Miami Jewish Federation, and
he has been heavily involved in the
American Israel Public Affairs Com-
mittee, or AIPAC, since its early begin-
nings.

Mr. Speaker, throughout his life,
Stanley Tate has always made it a
point to give back to others by sharing
his time, his knowledge, and his pas-
sions. So today I ask my congressional
colleagues to join me in honoring Stan-
ley Tate and thank him for all he has
done for our south Florida community,
for our State, and for our Nation as a
whole.

God bless you, Stanley Tate. May
you have many good years to come.

——
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PUERTO RICO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. GUTIERREZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GUTIERREZ. Mr. Speaker, as we
were reminded yesterday by the Speak-
er of the House, Puerto Rico is a U.S.
territory, and the Constitution explic-
itly gives Congress the power to ‘“‘make
all needful rules and regulations re-
specting the territory and other prop-
erty belonging to the U.S.”

Treating Puerto Rico as property is
just what is being proposed by the Re-
publicans in addressing the Puerto
Rico debt crisis. My friend here, King
George of England, would be very
proud.

I will say, the Governor of Puerto
Rico has been working hard to help
move a bill forward. He and his staff
have been honest and tireless brokers,
trying to resolve a crisis decades in the
making. He should be commended.

But what the Governor and the peo-
ple of Puerto Rico need are the same
protections that any U.S. citizen has
when their local government is in cri-
sis and bondholders are circling and de-
manding payments. Puerto Rico needs
the ability to restructure her debt so
that the bondholders get something in-
stead of nothing on their investment,
the local government is not crippled,
and the people are not faced with the
collapse of their basic services.

Congress, the colonial power, took
away the ability to declare bank-
ruptcy, so that was never an option—a
move worthy of King George himself.

Yes, in the bill the Republicans put
forward, there is a restructuring of
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Puerto Rico’s debt. There is even a
temporary stay of the debt payments
for a short period of time. But at what
cost?

As I understand it, the debt restruc-
turing for Puerto Rico would only take
place if two-thirds of the bondholders
on Wall Street approve. So Wall Street
fat cats can literally veto what Repub-
licans are proposing. On Wall Street,
the fat cats know their Maseratis and
yachts are safe, even if Puerto Rican
schoolbuses, hospitals, and roads fall
into further disrepair. They will live
like kings, just like my buddy here,
King George. They even bragged about
it at the hearing yesterday, saying
that the market ‘responded posi-
tively”” when the Republican bill was
introduced, because it signaled that
Republicans have Wall Street’s back,
protecting the profits of the hedge
funds.

I simply do not see things in the Re-
publican bill that justify relinquishing
what little sovereignty Puerto Rico
has left to an unelected Federal control
board. It is a new level of colonial rule
on top of what Washington already has,
what Washington already misuses,
what Washington usually rather ig-
nores. King George of England would
be pleased that, even after 250 years,
the U.S. Congress, this Congress, cre-
ated to replace his tyrannical rule, has
so fully embraced colonialism for its
distant territories.

As Speaker RYAN said yesterday, the
fact that Puerto Rico’s government is
“‘ceding its authority to the Financial
Control Board is a huge, but necessary,
move that will ensure Puerto Rico will
learn fiscal discipline from a board of
experts.”

Oh, yes, those poor islanders, those
uncivilized Puerto Ricans, will see how
it is done up close and personal.

The board will have the power to re-
duce the minimum wage, block over-
time rules, block laws, regulations, and
government contracts approved by the
island’s democratically elected govern-
ment. It can overrule the legislature
and the Governor if it does not like the
budget, and it can fast-track energy
projects at the expense of the environ-
ment.

Does that sound familiar to you,
Your Highness, King George?

Get this: Congress can impose a con-
trol board on Puerto Rico that can hire
whomever they want, at whatever sal-
ary they want, and the people of Puer-
to Rico have to pay to for it—period,
punto—100 percent. The control board
is paid for by those it controls. If that
is not colonialism, I don’t know what
is. It is so good, King George here
would be jealous.

As if to add insult to injury, the bill
addresses Vieques, the island off the
coast of Puerto Rico that the U.S.
Navy bombed for decades. It turns over
the land with no conditions.

Now, I am all for the people of Puerto
Rico having control of the lands of
Puerto Rico; but in the current crisis,
without protection, we all know what
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is going to happen. Hotels, restaurants,
and businesses seeking to profit will be
looking for bargain prices and will be
out to profiteer, just like the pirates
who used to control those waters.

Mr. Speaker, the people of Puerto
Rico want jobs and an economy that
allows them to live on the island and
thrive; but so far, all the Republican
majority has offered is more colonial
oversight, more austerity, and more
misery.

I once again say this Congress should
reject the King George approach and
free Puerto Rico so that its hard-
working people can build the island.
We should put them—yes, the people—
above all other creditors, bondholders,
and profit seekers. That ought to be
our priority. The schoolchildren, the
elderly, the working men and women,
the police on the beat, they need us to
stand up for them as human beings,
and I call on my colleagues to join me
in doing just that.

CONGRATULATING LOCAL
SCHOOLS ON NATIONAL ASSO-
CIATION OF MUSIC MERCHANTS
RECOGNITION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late staff and students at several
schools in the Pennsylvania Fifth Con-
gressional District following their rec-
ognition from the National Association
of Music Merchants, better known as
NAMM.

Now, I am a big proponent of the im-
portance of quality music education in
our schools. I am very proud of what
we accomplished with the repeal of No
Child Left Behind and its replacement
with the Every Student Succeeds Act,
which really recognizes the importance
of those programs such as music edu-
cation.

In fact, my son is a middle school
music teacher in New Jersey. We saw
firsthand in our family that experience
for all three of our sons. Being involved
and being impacted by music education
has really helped them with their cre-
ativity skills, helped them in so many
different ways. Certainly, exposure to a
quality music education for my young-
est son, Kale, motivated him to pursue
further education in music education.
He did that with his undergraduate de-
gree and is now a middle school music
teacher in New Jersey, and making
such a difference in the lives of the
kids that he has the responsibility to
teach and to influence. We are very
proud of Kale, who, just this year, was
selected as Teacher of the Year because
of his contributions in music education
and, specifically, in the lives of kids.

I am so proud that the efforts of the
Moshannon Valley School District and
State College Area School District
have led to their recognition by NAMM
as Best Communities for Music Edu-

H1685

cation, drawing attention to their sup-
port and to their commitment for
music education. In fact, these two dis-
tricts are among only 476 to receive
this distinction nationwide—out of
America’s more than 13,000 school dis-
tricts.

In addition, I want to mention the
DuBois Area Middle School, which re-
ceived NAMM'’s SupportMusic Merit
Award, which is given to individual
schools which have shown a strong
commitment to the value of music edu-
cation. This school is among only 118
in the Nation to be honored.

Music education is vital to the edu-
cation of children across the Nation
and is essential to helping them be-
come well-rounded adults. I commend
the staff, the students, and the parents
in each of these communities for plac-
ing music in such high regard.

———

PUERTO RICO IS LEFT IN LIMBO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today on behalf of our brothers and sis-
ters in Puerto Rico who, once again,
are left in limbo as Republican leaders
in Congress fail to act. As jobs are lost
and young workers continue to leave
the island, Republican leaders have,
not once, but twice, canceled plans to
take up legislation in the House Nat-
ural Resources Committee this week.

As a member of this committee and a
Latino, I continue to be outraged by
the majority’s inability to govern and
respond to the humanitarian crisis on
the island. Republicans will keep play-
ing politics and use the urgency of
time to force a bill that will turn out
to be significantly worse for the Puerto
Rican people, all while asking my
Democratic colleagues for their sup-
port.

This is unacceptable. I will not vote
for any deal that fundamentally misses
the mark when it comes to long-term,
meaningful progress, including ad-
dressing wide health disparities in
Puerto Rico.

Mr. Speaker, Puerto Rico cannot af-
ford to risk its future at the hands of
Republicans, and we cannot afford to
leave behind millions of American citi-
zens who call the island home. Mr.
Speaker, we need a bill.

———

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF CAP-
TAIN JAMES JOSEPH BOYLE III

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. DoLD) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOLD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to celebrate the life of Captain James
Joseph Boyle III, who, sadly, passed
away from pancreatic cancer earlier
this month at the age of 73.

Captain Boyle served on my Veterans
Advisory Board and was instrumental
in helping advocate for veterans in
Lake County, Illinois, and around our
country. I am so proud to have had him
as a friend and an adviser.
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