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addiction as simply a moral failing
rather than the treatable medical con-
dition that it is.

While opioid addiction may start
with an excessive prescription or an in-
discretion of youth, it ends with a sci-
entifically understood, increasingly
treatable, medical condition in which
the biochemical pathways necessary to
normal decisionmaking in the brain
have been hijacked and the chemistry
of the brain permanently altered.

Heroin does not discriminate. It does
not care if you are rich or poor, Black
or White, a devoted mother, or a loving
child. None of us are immune to its
chemical grips.

So today I pay my respects. Those
who fall prey to opioids are worthy of
being mourned. They are not forgotten.

————

WE NEED TO INVESTIGATE
COMMUNITY HEALTH CENTERS

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, in 2010, the
National Association of Community
Health Centers stated:

Federally-Qualified Health Centers do not
provide abortions to any of their patients,
and we are not aware of any that have ever
done so.

Remember last year we said we want-
ed to give community health centers
more money because they assured us
that they didn’t do abortions?

However, on Tuesday, April 26, this
week, we learned that some health cen-
ter clinics in New York have been per-
forming abortions.

The National Association of Commu-
nity Health Centers has egregiously
violated our trust. The fact that abor-
tions are performed at these federally
funded community health center clin-
ics is astonishing.

We put our confidence in them, as
providers of life-affirming women’s
health care, based on their commit-
ment to not entangle such care with
abortion. Abortion is not health care.

Mr. Speaker, we need an investiga-
tion into Community Health Centers to
determine how many of their clinics
are providing for, referring, or per-
forming abortions, and the National
Association of Community Health Cen-
ters should expel this network of New
York clinics from their association.

———
O 0915
NATIONAL REENTRY WEEK

(Ms. BASS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Ms. BASS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize National Reentry Week—
reentry after an individual has paid
their debt to society. Eighty-five per-
cent of individuals who are incarcer-
ated eventually get out, and we need to
make sure that they have access to a
well-paying job and quality education
when they return home.
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Reentry programs work. Mr. Jerrel
McCoy lives in south L.A. He is 45
yvears old and served 27 years in a Cali-
fornia prison. Today Mr. McCoy works
for SHIELDS for Families-Jericho Vo-
cational Services, which works with
formerly incarcerated individuals to
help them secure and maintain em-
ployment to avoid going back to pris-
on.

With the help of these reentry serv-
ices, Mr. McCoy has purchased his first
car and moved into an apartment. Ac-
cording to Mr. McCoy, reentry pro-
grams allowed him to apply skills de-
veloped during his incarceration, and
he learned that he has gifts and poten-
tial. Today Mr. McCoy strives to offer
these benefits to his clients.

Reentry services are smart and just.

———

SCHOLARSHIPS FOR OPPORTUNITY
AND RESULTS REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT

Mr. CHAFFETZ. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to House Resolution 706, I call up
the bill (H.R. 4901) to reauthorize the
Scholarships for Opportunity and Re-
sults Act, and for other purposes, and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 706, the bill is
considered read.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4901

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; REFERENCES IN ACT.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Scholarships for Opportunity and Re-
sults Reauthorization Act” or the “SOAR
Reauthorization Act”.

(b) REFERENCES IN AcCT.—Except as other-
wise expressly provided, whenever in this
Act an amendment is expressed in terms of
an amendment to or repeal of a section or
other provision, the reference shall be con-
sidered to be made to that section or other
provision of the Scholarships for Oppor-
tunity and Results Act (division C of Public
Law 112-10; sec. 38-1853.01 et seq., D.C. Offi-
cial Code).

SEC. 2. REPEAL.

Section 817 of the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act, 2016 (Public Law 114-113) is re-
pealed, and any provision of law amended or
repealed by such section is restored or re-
vived as if such section had not been enacted
into law.

SEC. 3. PURPOSES.

Section 3003 (sec. 38-1853.03, D.C. Official
Code) is amended by striking ‘‘particularly
parents’” and all that follows through ¢,
with” and inserting ‘‘particularly parents of
students who attend an elementary school or
secondary school identified as one of the low-
est-performing schools under the District of
Columbia’s accountability system, with”’.
SEC. 4. PROHIBITING IMPOSITION OF LIMITS ON

TYPES OF ELIGIBLE STUDENTS PAR-
TICIPATING IN THE PROGRAM.

Section 3004(a) (sec. 38-1853.04(a), D.C. Offi-
cial Code) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

¢(3) PROHIBITING IMPOSITION OF LIMITS ON
ELIGIBLE STUDENTS PARTICIPATING IN THE PRO-
GRAM.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pro-
gram under this division, the Secretary may
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not limit the number of eligible students re-
ceiving scholarships under section 3007(a),
and may not prevent otherwise eligible stu-
dents from participating in the program
under this division, based on any of the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) The type of school the student pre-
viously attended.

‘‘(ii) Whether or not the student previously
received a scholarship or participated in the
program, including whether an eligible stu-
dent was awarded a scholarship in any pre-
vious year but has not used the scholarship,
regardless of the number of years of nonuse.

‘“(iii) Whether or not the student was a
member of the control group used by the In-
stitute of Education Sciences to carry out
previous evaluations of the program under
section 3009.

‘“(B) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in
subparagraph (A) may be construed to waive
the requirement under section 3005(b)(1)(B)
that the eligible entity carrying out the pro-
gram under this Act must carry out a ran-
dom selection process, which gives weight to
the priorities described in section 3006, if
more eligible students seek admission in the
program than the program can accommo-
date.”.

SEC. 5. REQUIRING ELIGIBLE ENTITIES TO UTI-
LIZE INTERNAL FISCAL AND QUAL-
ITY CONTROLS.

Section 3005(b)(1) (sec. 38-1853.05(b)(1), D.C.
Official Code) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (I), by striking ‘, ex-
cept that a participating school may not be
required to submit to more than 1 site visit
per school year’’;

(2) by redesignating subparagraphs (K) and
(L) as subparagraphs (L) and (M), respec-
tively;

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (J) the
following:

“(K) how the entity will ensure the finan-
cial viability of participating schools in
which 85 percent or more of the total number
of students enrolled at the school are partici-
pating eligible students that receive and use
an opportunity scholarship;’’;

(4) in subparagraph (L), as redesignated by
paragraph (2), by striking ‘“‘and” at the end;
and

(5) by adding at the end the following:

“(N) how the eligible entity will ensure
that it—

‘‘(i) utilizes internal fiscal and quality con-
trols; and

‘“(ii) complies with applicable financial re-
porting requirements and the requirements
of this division; and”.

SEC. 6. CLARIFICATION OF PRIORITIES FOR
AWARDING SCHOLARSHIPS TO ELI-
GIBLE STUDENTS.

Section 3006(1) (sec. 38-1853.06(1), D.C. Offi-
cial Code) is amended—

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘at-
tended” and all that follows through the
semicolon and inserting ‘‘attended an ele-
mentary school or secondary school identi-
fied as one of the lowest-performing schools
under the District of Columbia’s account-
ability system; and’’;

(2) by striking subparagraph (B);

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (C) as
subparagraph (B); and

(4) in subparagraph (B), as redesignated by
paragraph (3), by striking the semicolon at
the end and inserting ‘‘or whether such stu-
dents have, in the past, attended a private
school;”.

SEC. 7. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS FOR
PARTICIPATING SCHOOLS AND ELI-
GIBLE ENTITIES.

(a) CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECKS; COMPLI-
ANCE WITH REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Sec-
tion 3007(a)(4) (sec. 38-1853.07(a)(4), D.C. Offi-
cial Code) is amended—
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