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on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.” (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘“‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous
question, who may offer a proper amendment
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.”

Clearly, the vote on the previous question
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan.

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I yield
back the balance of my time, and I
move the previous question on the res-
olution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
HARDY). The question is on ordering
the previous question.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 24, 2016.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 24, 2016 at 9:13 a.m.:

That the Senate passed S. 2613.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 5065, ENERGY AND
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2017

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 743 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 743

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5055) making
appropriations for energy and water develop-
ment and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2017, and for other pur-
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poses. The first reading of the bill shall be
dispensed with. All points of order against
consideration of the bill are waived. General
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chair and ranking minority
member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be
considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived.

(b) During consideration of the bill for
amendment—

(1) each amendment, other than amend-
ments provided for in paragraph (2), shall be
debatable for 10 minutes equally divided and
controlled by the proponent and an oppo-
nent;

(2) no pro forma amendment shall be in
order except that the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Appro-
priations or their respective designees may
offer up to 10 pro forma amendments each at
any point for the purpose of debate; and

(3) the chair of the Committee of the Whole
may accord priority in recognition on the
basis of whether the Member offering an
amendment has caused it to be printed in the
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read.

(c) When the committee rises and reports
the bill back to the House with a rec-
ommendation that the bill do pass, the pre-
vious question shall be considered as ordered
on the bill and amendments thereto to final
passage without intervening motion except
one motion to recommit with or without in-
structions.

SEC. 2. Section 508 of H.R. 5055 shall be con-
sidered to be a spending reduction account
for purposes of section 3(d) of House Resolu-
tion 5.

SEC. 3. During consideration of H.R. 5055
pursuant to this resolution, section 3304 of
Senate Concurrent Resolution 11 shall not
apply.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Washington is recognized
for 1 hour.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, for
the purpose of debate only, I yield the
customary 30 minutes to the gentle-
woman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER), a good friend of mine from the
Rules Committee, pending which I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. During consideration of this res-
olution, all time yielded is for the pur-
pose of debate only.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
have b legislative days to revise and ex-
tend their remarks.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Washington?

There was no objection.

Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, on
Monday, the Rules Committee met and
reported a rule, House Resolution 743,
providing for consideration of an im-
portant piece of legislation, H.R. 5055,
the fiscal year 2017 Energy and Water
Development Appropriations bill. The
rule provides for the consideration of
H.R. 5055 under a modified open rule,
allowing for consideration of all
amendments that are germane to the
bill and conform to House rules.

H2981

Mr. Speaker, the fiscal year 2017 En-
ergy and Water Development bill ap-
propriates annual funding for national
defense nuclear weapons activities, the
Army Corps of Engineers, various pro-
grams under DOE, and other related
agencies.

Over the past few years, we have seen
increasing threats to our national se-
curity, historic droughts in many re-
gions of the United States, the impor-
tance of water, and the need for greater
energy security and independence. This
legislation addresses all of these issues,
as well as many others, and invests in
efforts to promote a more secure and
prosperous future for our Nation.

With ever-changing global security
threats from Russia and Iran to ter-
rorist groups like ISIL and al Qaeda,
national security continues—as well it
should—to be a top concern for many
Americans. Now it is more vital than
ever that the U.S. maintain our nu-
clear security preparedness, and this
legislation takes important steps to
ensure our nuclear weapons stockpile
is modern, secure, stable, and avail-
able. It provides a total of $12.9 billion
for DOE’s nuclear weapons security
programs. That is a $327 million in-
crease above the 2016 level. And this
funding will uphold the Nation’s nu-
clear deterrence posture, maintain the
safety and the readiness of our weapons
stockpile, and allow the U.S. to meet
any nuclear threat.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5055 also addresses
the need for reliable water resources.
As we have seen from the severe
droughts that have impacted many
Western States, accessibility to safe
and adequate water resources is crit-
ical to our local communities. In my
home State of Washington, we have
seen historic droughts over the past
few years, with serious water supply
shortages that have impacted the agri-
culture, energy, and manufacturing
sectors as well as many families and
small businesses that rely on an ade-
quate and stable supply of water.

Additionally, Washington and much
of the Western United States have ex-
perienced catastrophic wildfire seasons
over the last 2 years, with Washington
enduring back-to-back years of record-
setting fires which have been fueled by
a lack of rainfall and extremely arid
conditions. This legislation contains
funds for the Department of the Inte-
rior and the Bureau of Reclamation to
help manage, develop, and protect the
water resources of Western States.
Further, the measure includes several
new provisions to help Western com-
munities by providing relief from the
onerous and excessive Federal regula-
tions that have exacerbated this situa-
tion.

Energy independence is paramount to
the future of our country, and the fis-
cal year 2017 Energy and Water Devel-
opment bill invests in an all-of-the-
above energy strategy in order to pro-
mote a more secure and prosperous fu-
ture for our Nation. Under the legisla-
tion, funding is allocated for DOE en-
ergy programs, and the bill prioritizes
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