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agents from coming in and being con-
sumed by Americans. Now is the time.
This is the time to vote no, to protect
American consumers from cancer-caus-
ing agents.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

The joint resolution was ordered to
be engrossed for a third reading and
was read the third time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The joint
resolution having been read the third
time, the question is, Shall the joint
resolution pass?

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 55,
nays 43, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 86 Leg.]

YEAS—55
Alexander Franken Nelson
Ayotte Gardner Peters
Bennet Grassley Reed
Blumenthal Hatch Reid
Booker Heinrich Risch
Burr Heller Rubio
Cantwell Isakson Sasse
Carper Johnson Schumer
Casey Kgune Shaheen
Coats King N

X Sullivan
Coons Kirk s
Corker Klobuchar Tillis
Cornyn Lankford Toomey
Crapo Lee Udall
Daines Markey Warner
Enzi McCain Warren
Ernst McCaskill Whitehouse
Feinstein Menendez Wyden
Flake Murray

NAYS—43
Baldwin Gillibrand Perdue
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blunt Heitkamp Roberts
Boozman Hirono Rounds
Boxer Hoeven Schatz
Brown Inhofe Scott
gapétf) Il\;leam},r Sessions

ardin anchin
Cassidy McConnell Sltlelby
abenow
Cochran Merkley Tester
Collins Mikulski Thune
Cotton Moran .
Donnelly Murkowski V1}tter
Durbin Murphy Wicker
Fischer Paul
NOT VOTING—2

Cruz Sanders

The joint resolution (S.J. Res.
was passed, as follows:
S.J. REs. 28

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That Congress dis-
approves the rule submitted by the Sec-
retary of Agriculture relating to ‘‘Manda-
tory Inspection of Fish of the Order
Siluriformes and Products Derived From
Such Fish” (80 Fed. Reg. 75590; December 2,

28)
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2015), and such rule shall have no force or ef-
fect.

—————

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the mo-
tion to proceed to Calendar No. 469, S. 2943,
a bill to authorize appropriations for fiscal
year 2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military construc-
tion, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to prescribe military per-
sonnel strengths for such fiscal year, and for
other purposes.

John McCain, Thad Cochran, Lindsey
Graham, Joni Ernst, James M. Inhofe,
Tom Cotton, Kelly Ayotte, Richard
Burr, Cory Gardner, Jeff Sessions,
Thom Tillis, Mike Rounds, Dan Sul-
livan, Orrin G. Hatch, Tim Scott, John
Cornyn, Mitch McConnell.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the motion to
proceed to S. 2943, an original bill to
authorize appropriations for fiscal year
2017 for military activities of the De-
partment of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of
the Department of Energy, to prescribe
military personnel strengths for such
fiscal year, and for other purposes,
shall be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator
is necessarily absent: the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS)
is necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 98,
nays 0, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 87 Leg.]

YEAS—98
Alexander Corker Hoeven
Ayotte Cornyn Inhofe
Baldwin Cotton Isakson
Barrasso Crapo Johnson
Bennet Daines Kaine
Blumenthal Donnelly King
Blunt Durbin Kirk
Booker Enzi Klobuchar
Boozman Ernst Lankford
Boxer Feinstein Leahy
Brown Fischer Lee
Burr Flake Manchin
Cantwell Franken Markey
Capito Gardner McCain
Cardin Gillibrand McCaskill
Carper Graham McConnell
Casey Grassley Menendez
Cassidy Hatch Merkley
Coats Heinrich Mikulski
Cochran Heitkamp Moran
Collins Heller Murkowski
Coons Hirono Murphy
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Murray Rubio Thune
Nelson Sasse Tillis
Paul Schatz Toomey
Perdue Schumer Udall
Peters Scott Vitter
Portman Sessions Warner
Reed Shaheen Warren
Reid Shelby :
Whiteh
Risch Stabenow Wiékzrouse
Roberts Sullivan Wyden
Rounds Tester ¥
NOT VOTING—2
Cruz Sanders

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 98, the nays are 0.

Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn having voted in the af-
firmative, the motion is agreed to.

————

NATIONAL DEFENSE AUTHORIZA-
TION ACT FOR FISCAL YEAR
2017—MOTION TO PROCEED

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the motion to pro-
ceed.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

Motion to proceed to Calendar No. 469, S.
2943, a bill to authorize appropriations for
fiscal year 2017 for military activities of the
Department of Defense, for military con-
struction, and for defense activities of the
Department of Energy, to prescribe military
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and
for other purposes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arkansas.

Mr. COTTON. Mr. President, it is an
honor to serve in the Senate. It is an
honor to serve the people of Arkansas.
I would never complain about the tasks
we are given.

There is one small burden I bear,
though. As a junior Senator, I preside
over the Senate—I usually do it in the
mornings—which means I am forced to
listen to the bitter, vulgar, incoherent
ramblings of the minority leader. Nor-
mally, like every other American, I ig-
nore them. I can’t ignore them today,
however.

The minority leader came to the
floor, grinding the Senate to a halt all
week long, saying that we haven’t had
time to read this Defense bill; that it
was written in the dead of night.

We just had a vote that passed 98 to
0. It could have passed unanimously 2
days ago. Let’s examine these claims
that we haven’t had time to read it—98
to 0—and in committee, all the Demo-
crats on the Armed Services Com-
mittee voted in favor of it. When was
the last time the minority leader read
a bill? It was probably an electricity
bill.

What about the claims that it was
written in the dark of night? It has
been public for weeks. And this, com-
ing from a man who drafted
ObamaCare in his office and rammed it
through this Senate at midnight on
Christmas Eve on a straight party-line
vote?

To say that the Senator from Arizona
wrote this in the dead of night, slipped
in all kinds of provisions, that people
don’t have time to read it, that is an
outrageous slander. And to say he
cares for the troops, how about this
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