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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain-
ing. 

b 1630 

Ms. BROWN of Florida changed her 
vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Washington, DC, June 14, 2016. 
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on 
June 14, 2016 at 3:45 p.m.: 

That the Senate concur in the House 
amendment to the bill S. 2276. 

With best wishes, I am, 
Sincerely, 

KAREN L. HAAS. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, 

I ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rials on H.R. 5293, and that I may in-
clude tabular material on the same. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
WESTMORELAND). Is there objection to 
the request of the gentleman from New 
Jersey? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to House Resolution 778 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 5293. 

The Chair appoints the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DUNCAN) to pre-
side over the Committee of the Whole. 

b 1633 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Accordingly, the House resolved 

itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 5293) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Defense for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017, and for other 
purposes, with Mr. DUNCAN of Ten-
nessee in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIR. Pursuant to the rule, the 

bill is considered read the first time. 
The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 

FRELINGHUYSEN) and the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. VISCLOSKY) each will 
control 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from New Jersey. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise to present the 
Appropriations Committee rec-
ommendation for the fiscal year 2017 
Department of Defense Appropriations 
bill. 

I would like to begin by paying trib-
ute to those who are not with us 
today—our men and women in uni-
form—all volunteers—who serve all 
across the globe defending our freedom. 
Our soldiers, sailors, airmen, and ma-
rines provide the mantle of security 
that allows us to meet in settings like 
this every day, and they should never 
be far from our minds. 

Mr. Chairman, they, those who serve 
in uniform and their families, deserve 
our heartfelt thanks for their personal 
sacrifice. 

I also want to thank Chairman ROG-
ERS and Mrs. LOWEY for their support 
during the process, and special thanks 
to my counterpart, PETE VISCLOSKY, 
for his partnership in this effort. I 
thank him for his assistance and col-
laboration. 

Mr. Chairman, our Defense Sub-
committee conducted 11 formal hear-
ings and had numerous briefings to 
help shape this legislation. These 
meetings allowed us to look in great 
detail into our national defense posture 
and the capabilities of our adversaries 
and our partners, and we are very con-
cerned by what we see. 

Over the past several years, we have 
largely focused on the dangers posed by 
Islamic terrorist organizations—al 
Qaeda, barbaric ISIS, al-Nusrah, and 
others. They remain a clear and 
present danger. But in recent years, 
new threats have emerged: a more ag-
gressive and capable Russia, an expan-
sionist China, emboldened states like 
Iran, and rogue nations like North 
Korea. At the same time, we are deal-
ing with fiscal constraints imposed by 
sequestration and budget caps. 

So, looking today at our Department 
of Defense and intelligence commu-
nity, we note that our readiness levels 
are alarmingly low for our soldiers, 
marines, sailors, and airmen; our deci-
sive technological edge over our adver-
saries is eroding; and our adversaries’ 
resolve and their capability are only 
growing. 

The bill before you begins to reverse 
these trends by providing more money 
for national security. 

This measure includes a total of 
$575.8 billion for the Department of De-
fense for functions under our sub-
committee’s jurisdiction and $58.6 bil-
lion for overseas contingency oper-
ations/global war on terrorism funding. 

Our recommendation mirrors the 
funding structure that the House 
Armed Services Committee and this 
House approved a few weeks ago and 
shifts roughly $16 billion from the 
President’s request for OCO operations 
into critical investments in our per-
sonnel, training, and equipment, while 
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