
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S3871 June 14, 2016 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 494) designating Sep-

tember 2016 as ‘‘National Child Awareness 
Month’’ to promote awareness of charities 
benefiting children and youth-serving orga-
nizations throughout the United States and 
recognizing the efforts made by those char-
ities and organizations on behalf of children 
and youth as critical contributions to the fu-
ture of the United States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 494) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, JUNE 
15, 2016 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 9:30 a.m., Wednesday, 
June 15; that following the prayer and 
pledge, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the Journal of proceedings be 
approved to date, and the time for the 
two leaders be reserved for their use 
later in the day; that following leader 
remarks, the Senate be in a period of 
morning business until 10:30 a.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each; finally, that 
following morning business, the Senate 
vote on the motion to proceed to H.R. 
2578. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order under the provisions of 
S. Res. 493 as a further mark of respect 
to the late George V. Voinovich, 
former Senator from the State of Ohio, 
following the remarks of Senator 
WHITEHOUSE. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Rhode Island. 
f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, in 
a Chamber where the debate on climate 
change has become woefully one-sided 
and in a Congress where House Repub-
licans just voted unanimously to op-
pose the only climate solution Repub-
licans have come to, I want to use my 
140th climate speech to remind us of a 

time when global warming concerns 
came from both sides of the aisle. 

Nearly 30 years ago this week, a Re-
publican chair of the Senate Environ-
ment and Public Works Subcommittee 
on Environmental Pollution, who also 
served twice as Governor of my State 
and as Secretary of the Navy, convened 
a 2-day, 5-panel hearing on ozone deple-
tion, the greenhouse effect, and cli-
mate change. It was June, 1986, and 
Senator John Chafee, a Republican of 
Rhode Island, gave opening remarks 
warning of ‘‘the buildup of greenhouse 
gases, which threaten to warm the 
Earth to unprecedented levels. Such a 
warming could, within the next 50 to 75 
years, produce enormous changes in a 
climate that has remained fairly stable 
for thousands of years.’’ 

‘‘[T]here is a very real possibility,’’ 
Senator Chafee went on to say, ‘‘that 
man—through ignorance or indiffer-
ence, or both—is irreversibly altering 
the ability of our atmosphere to per-
form basic life support functions for 
the planet.’’ 

Last weekend, the Washington Post 
wrote an article recalling this historic 
hearing, entitled ‘‘30 years ago sci-
entists warned Congress on global 
warming. What they said sounds eerily 
familiar.’’ 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent to have printed in the RECORD 
that article at the conclusion of my re-
marks. 

Imagine, by the way, a Republican- 
controlled Senate that would even have 
a Subcommittee on Environmental 
Pollution. How things have changed. 
The present Republican Chairman of 
the Environment and Public Works 
Committee is the author of ‘‘The 
Greatest Hoax: How the Global Warm-
ing Conspiracy Threatens Your Fu-
ture.’’ The contrast is stark between 
what Senate Republicans and their 
hearing witnesses were saying 30 years 
ago and what the polluter-funded GOP 
is saying today. 

Thirty years ago, Senator Chafee de-
clared: 

This is not a matter of Chicken Little tell-
ing us the sky is falling. The scientific evi-
dence . . . is telling us we have a problem; a 
serious problem. 

According to our current EPW Com-
mittee chairman, ‘‘Much of the debate 
over global warming is predicated on 
fear rather than science.’’ 

The depth and sophistication of cli-
mate science has done nothing but in-
crease since the Chafee hearings, and 
the damage from climate change is not 
just a projection; it has started to 
occur. Scientists are now able to con-
nect the dots. Australian researchers, 
for example, have determined that the 
ocean warming that led to widespread 
and devastating coral bleaching, kill-
ing off a significant chunk of the Great 
Barrier Reef in March, was made 175 
times more likely by human-caused 
climate change. As one researcher put 
it, ‘‘this is the smoking gun.’’ 

Sadly, as the scientific consensus 
about the causes and consequences of 

human-driven climate change has 
strengthened over 30 years, the GOP’s 
trust in science has eroded. They don’t 
appear to even believe the science in 
their home State universities. All you 
have to do is go look at your own home 
State universities’ positions on climate 
and how they are presented. It is right 
there. 

But when one looks at how that 
party is funded and how it has now be-
come virtually the political wing of the 
fossil fuel industry, one can understand 
this sad state of affairs. 

Three decades ago, Republican Sen-
ator Chafee said: 

Scientists have characterized our treat-
ment of the greenhouse effect as a global ex-
periment. It strikes me as a form of plan-
etary Russian roulette. 

He went on to say: 
By not making policy choices today, by 

sticking to a ‘‘wait and see’’ approach, . . . 
[b]y allowing these gases to continue to 
build in the atmosphere, this generation may 
be committing all of us to severe economic 
and environmental disruption without ever 
having decided that the value of ‘‘business as 
usual’’ is worth the risks. 

Those who believe that these are problems 
to be dealt with by future generations are 
misleading themselves. Man’s activities to 
date may have already committed us to 
some level of temperature change. 

Even with 30 more years of solid 
science buttressing it, many in the 
present-day GOP deny that basic un-
derstanding and ignore even the home 
State mainstream climate science that 
underpins it. A few—a very few—Re-
publicans in Congress are now so bold 
as to accept mainstream, established 
science as it is taught in their home 
State universities, as is accepted by all 
our national science agencies and lab-
oratories, and as it is warned of by our 
military and intelligence services, 
which is a nice step. But none will yet 
act on that understanding. Even that 
tiny cohort behaves in the face of this 
known risk—a risk the party recog-
nized 30 years ago—as if it is enough to 
accept the science and do nothing. All 
14 of the House Members who sponsored 
the House Resolution on climate 
change—all 14 of them—just voted with 
ExxonMobil and the Koch brothers 
against a carbon fee. When the whip 
comes down. 

Thirty years ago, the Chafee hearing 
witnesses included the long-time direc-
tor of NASA’s Goddard Center, Dr. 
James Hansen; Dr. Michael 
Oppenheimer of Princeton; Dr. Robert 
Watson; and then-Senator Al Gore of 
Tennessee. 

Dr. Hansen, now one of the leading 
advocates for immediate and decisive 
climate action within the science com-
munity, educated the subcommittee on 
the theory underpinning global climate 
models. 

Dr. Oppenheimer, a member of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, talked about the need for im-
mediate—30 years ago—climate action. 
Uncertainty, he told the Senators, was 
no excuse for inaction. 

Dr. Watson, who would go on to chair 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change between 1997 and 2002 
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