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The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

————
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

God and Father of all, without whom
our labor is but lost and with whom the
weak are made mighty, make us wor-
thy of Your mercies.

Lord, help our lawmakers to find
strength in Your abiding love. Lift
their minds to the pure serenity of
Your presence, enabling them to meet
life’s challenges with faith and opti-
mism. May they find delight in doing
Your will because Your precepts are
within their hearts. Remind them that
all that is necessary for evil to triumph
is for good people to do nothing. De-
liver them from sins of commission and
omission, as You liberate them from
all lesser loves and loyalties, until they
find in You their reason for being.

We pray in Your Holy Name. Amen.

———————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The President pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The majority leader is recog-
nized.

————
FIGHTING TERRORISM

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday the Justice Department re-
leased a transcript of the Orlando ter-
rorist’s 911 call in which he claimed re-
sponsibility for the attack and declared
his loyalty to ISIL.

Senate

“What’s your name?”’
asked.

“My name,”” he said, ‘‘is I pledge alle-
giance to Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi of the
Islamic State.”

It was 2:35 a.m., a half-hour into his
terrorist attack. The terrorist would
soon meet his end at the hands of law
enforcement, and first responders
would make their way through the
aftermath of his ISIL-inspired hatred—
the deafening hum of unanswered cell
phones crescendoing around them.

CIA Director Brennan called this ter-
rorist attack ‘‘an assault on the values
of openness and tolerance that define
us as a nation.” He is right. The report
he delivered to Congress last week was
sobering.

Here is what seems clear to me.

It seems clear that this vile, hateful
terrorist organization is going to keep
bringing tragedies to our doorsteps
until we defeat ISIL where it actually
trains, operates, and prepares for at-
tacks—places like Iraq and Syria.

It also seems clear that the Presi-
dent’s current ‘‘containment’ strategy
has not been sufficient to defeat ISIL
abroad or to prevent more ISIL-in-
spired attacks right here at home.

The President needs to finally lead a
campaign to accomplish this objective.

Senators in both parties should work
to fight terror beyond our borders and
prevent attacks within them. This is
an area where Republicans have long
been focused. Now is the time for
Democrats to join us too. Work with us
to connect the dots on terrorist com-
munications. Work with us to address
the threat of lone-wolf attacks. Work
with us to prevent more Americans
from being inspired by ISIL, like the
terrorist in Orlando.

Yesterday Democrats had a chance to
support serious constitutional pro-
posals from Senators CORNYN and
GRASSLEY that would have helped to
keep guns and explosives out of the
hands of terrorists and improve the na-
tional background check system. While

the operator

a majority of the Senate voted to sup-
port these proposals, most Democrats
voted against both.

So let me say this again. Senator
CORNYN put forward a serious proposal
designed to prevent known or sus-
pected terrorists from being able to
buy a gun, and Democrats voted
against it.

Now, does that mean Democrats have
decided to sell weapons to ISIL? Of
course not. Democrats surely don’t be-
lieve their leadership’s claim that any
Senator voted to sell guns to terrorists
last night, just as Democrats really
don’t believe that every Democrat who
voted against the Cornyn amendment
to block such sales and take terrorists
off the streets is guilty of voting to sell
guns to terrorists.

We all agree that the Obama admin-
istration must prevent the sale of guns
to terrorists. Disagreeing on how best
to do that doesn’t require amateur
claims that we all know to be false.

So why don’t we get serious. ISIL is
not the JV team. It is not contained.
We need to defeat it overseas if we
want to prevent more terrorist trage-
dies here at home.

By working together in the Senate,
we could give this President and the
next one more tools to achieve that ob-
jective, and we could advance common-
sense, counterterror solutions to keep
Americans safer here at home.

This week we will have the oppor-
tunity to strengthen our ability to
combat lone-wolf terrorists and con-
nect the dots so we are better able to
prevent terrorist attacks here in the
United States. It is an example of seri-
ous, thoughtful policy where we can
work together to make progress for the
American people.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Democratic leader is recognized.
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