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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WEBSTER of Florida).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 22, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DANIEL
WEBSTER to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 11:50 a.m.

————

PROTECT CONSTITUTIONAL PRIVI-
LEGES OF DUE PROCESS AND
THE SECOND AMENDMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. JOLLY) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOLLY. Mr. Speaker, since the
tragedy the Nation witnessed in Or-
lando about 10 days ago—a tragedy
that struck at the heart of the Amer-
ican people, that struck at the heart of
the LGBT community—we have a Na-
tion that feels less secure, a Nation
looking to Congress for answers regard-
ing our national security posture, the
policies of this administration’s, of this

Congress and answers, also legiti-
mately, about how to protect our com-
munities while also protecting the con-
stitutional privileges of due process
and the Second Amendment. They are
very legitimate questions we cannot
turn a deaf ear to. We answer to the
American people. They entrust us to
serve.

I was in Florida on the weekend of
the attacks. When I left Florida to fly
up here, I left a State, a community,
that was united in grieving, united in
mourning, united in its resolve to do
something about it. I arrived at an in-
stitution as divided as ever.

It is not constructive to shout
‘“‘shame’ to your colleagues. It is not
constructive to suggest that one side of
the aisle is complicit in mass attacks
on our Nation simply because some of
us have had grave concerns about a
proposal that, for 2 years, has been of-
fered that we believe is flawed in recog-
nizing constitutional protections; but
it is also not acceptable to embrace in-
action, and that is true on my side of
the aisle as well.

I have voted against the Democratic
proposal in committee for a couple of
years. Here is why—and this is impor-
tant for the American people to under-
stand. If you are on a watch list, you
should not be able to buy a gun; but if
you are wrongfully on that list and if
you are a law-abiding American cit-
izen, your constitutional protections
should be provided for.

You see, when an individual today is
not allowed to purchase a firearm—the
seven, eight, nine classes of individ-
uals—they are all post adjudication.
They have received a due process hear-
ing and have been either convicted of a
violent felony, have been adjudicated
through a court of mental incom-
petence, or have been dishonorably dis-
charged. In each case, there has been
due process. Post adjudication is when
the ban has been implemented.

The proposal on the left says there is
no due process. If you are on the watch

list, you are banned. I think that is
wrong, but let’s lead on our side of the
aisle. Let’s lead as a body and figure
this out together.

Last week, I circulated a proposal. I
didn’t introduce it last week. I cir-
culated it. I said to all of my col-
leagues: Help me make this better.

So last night, with some changes,
based on input from my colleagues, 1
introduced H.R. 5544. It makes changes.
It accepts the proposal of no fly, no
buy. It is common sense. If you are on
a watch list, you shouldn’t be able to
purchase a firearm; but under my legis-
lation, if you are denied, you must be
notified not at the point of sale, but
within 10 days by the government that
you were denied because you are on a
watch list. You are then entitled to a
due process hearing within 30 days by a
judge, not by a political appointee
within the Department of Justice.

The government must then dem-
onstrate by a preponderance of the evi-
dence—a 51-49 burden—why you should
be prohibited. If they can do that, you
are prohibited. If they cannot satisfy
that burden, your Second Amendment
rights remain intact. Importantly, the
individual is entitled to all unclassified
information against him. The hearing
is private so as to protect the privacy
of the individual and the interests of
government.

As a result of circulating it, I have
also added a provision by a colleague of
mine in the Senate that, if a terror in-
vestigation has been closed and some-
one has been removed from the watch
list and he later goes to purchase a
firearm, the FBI should be notified. I
think that is reasonable. That is H.R.
5544.

I ask for your consideration. I ask for
you to help make it better. The terror
strike in Orlando struck at the heart of
America. Yes, it struck in the name of
ISIS—a terrorist who proclaimed he
was doing it in the name of radical
Islam. Those were his words. It also
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struck at the heart of an LGBT com-
munity that, for generations, has been
fighting for freedom, and it saw that
freedom attacked.

Americans—all Americans—feel less
safe now. Let’s inject some radical
common sense into this debate. We can
ensure no fly, no buy while also ensur-
ing due process and the Second Amend-
ment. If we take the context of Novem-
ber—the narrative of a campaign—out
of this, we can actually get this done.
Let’s listen to the 85 percent of Ameri-
cans who disapprove of the job we are
doing rather than go home and have a
message of blaming each other. Let’s
g0 home and say we solved it together.

If H.R. 5544 is not something you can
support, let’s talk about how to im-
prove it.

With regard to the proposal my
friends on the left have had for 2 years,
add due process, real due process. You
will get the support. You will get the
support on our side of the aisle if you
add due process.

I say to my friends on my side of the
aisle, let’s lead on this issue. The
American people are begging for lead-
ership.

There is a community that is bro-
ken—a Nation that is broken—in the
wake of Orlando. Let’s honor the
memories of those who are lost. Let’s
do right by the American people and do
right by the surviving families. Let’s
do something.

———

NO MORE SILENCE ON GUN
VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr.
Speaker, we have come to the floor
today to demand action. We have come
to the floor with JOHN LEWIS. When
JOHN LEWIS speaks—the conscience of
our Congress—America listens.

As the barbaric details of the mas-
sacre of people dancing at the Pulse
nightclub were released, I grieved for
those lost. I thought about their danc-
ing and how the human species is the
only species that dances. Maybe that is
because dancing is a celebration of
spirit. Whether you love the waltz, the
dab, square dancing, disco, or raves,
dancing connects us.

For the LGBT community, the dance
floor is often the place at which accept-
ance and belonging come together.
While the massacre of 49 people would
have been horrifying and shocking
wherever it had happened, it happened
on the dance floor at a gay club. A
place of refuge—where fear and intimi-
dation give way to joy, acceptance, and
belonging—was transformed by hate
and cowardice into a grotesque barrow.

Many of our sanctuaries have been
violated by gun violence. It is a grisly
routine: first graders and their teach-
ers shot in their elementary school;
students and professors shot in their
college classrooms; parishioners shot
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after Bible study and fellowship in
their church; social workers and dis-
abled clients shot at a holiday party;
our colleague shot while meeting with
constituents; neighborhood sidewalks
and parks transformed into blood
soaked memorials.

Over the last 12 years, gun violence
has claimed more American lives than
war, AIDS, and illegal drug overdoses
combined. Since Newtown, tens of
thousands of lives have been lost to
this deadly crisis. Yet the number of
bills that have been debated and passed
by this Congress to help prevent such
deaths: zero.

Inaction is a choice. Inaction is cost-
ing lives. Today I am asking that this
House have a vote, that we perform our
basic responsibilities not only as Mem-
bers of Congress, but as members of a
community, and debate and vote on
two commonsense measures to curb
gun violence. I am asking for a vote on
expanding background checks and on
preventing suspected terrorists from
being able to buy a gun.

The debate wages on on cable news,
in our living rooms, on our Twitter
feeds, and on Facebook.

Why can’t the debate happen here?

There is no one solution to end gun
violence or even to reduce it, but we
have to try. This absolutist approach
that we can’t even vote on common-
sense measures to help protect our
families leaves us in a deadly arms
race with ourselves.

Why is a vote so paralyzing? Is it spe-
cial interests? Is it fear? Does the
House leadership really believe that
our Constitution and our liberties are
so fragile that we have to tolerate car-
nage like we saw in Orlando or like we
see on the streets of Chicago rather
than risk a vote?

These two proposals have widespread
support from the American people.
Whatever your position on the sub-
stance of the bill, let’s vote. Let’s put
it out there for people to judge. The
American people get it. They under-
stand that we can protect our constitu-
tional rights and take reasoned steps
to reduce gun violence. The American
people understand that the two are, in
fact, compatible under a robust democ-
racy, not mutually exclusive.

Millions of Americans at home are
worried and frustrated by this Con-
gress’ silence on this deadly epidemic.
Without action, moments of silence
cease to honor the thousands of vic-
tims, survivors, and families who have
been devastated by gun violence. Mo-
ments of silence should be where action
begins. Sadly, in this Congress, it is
the only action that is taken. No more
silence.

I urge the Speaker, before he sends
Members home for the 4th of July, to
have us vote on these two practical
proposals. There is no holiday from gun
violence for ordinary Americans. Our
communities and our democracy de-
serve a vote so our children can dance
again in freedom and safety.
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COMMENDING DENNIS HEINDL FOR
WORK IN COMBATING OPIOID
EPIDEMIC

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, thousands of Americans
lose their lives every year across com-
munities of all sizes to a terrible epi-
demic, and that is an epidemic of sub-
stance abuse that steals lives, that
steals futures, and that tears apart
families.

Mr. Speaker, I rise to commend the
efforts of a constituent of mine, Dennis
Heindl, who lives in Elk County, lo-
cated in Pennsylvania’s Fifth Congres-
sional District. Mr. Heindl is the owner
of Laurel Media, based in Ridgway.
After seeing the effects of the opioid
abuse and heroin epidemic affecting
our Nation, the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania, and areas such as Elk
County, Dennis was compelled to act.

He set up a telephone hotline in an
effort to fight back against drug use in
communities across the region. The
hotline is anonymous, strictly con-
fidential, and is being administered by
the North Central Pennsylvania Munic-
ipal Drug Task Force. Mr. Heindl is of-
fering a $1,000 reward for any informa-
tion that leads to the arrest or convic-
tion of any individual who sells or dis-
tributes illegal or prescription drugs.

In addition to the hotline, Mr. Heindl
is organizing a series of anti-drug
meetings across the area. In fact, the
latest meeting in the community of
Ridgway drew a crowd of nearly 300
people all interested in taking their
town back from this horrible epidemic.

Just like in so many other areas of
our Nation, communities across Penn-
sylvania’s Fifth Congressional District
have suffered as a result of this drug
epidemic. Elk County is ranked ninth
in Pennsylvania in overdose deaths per
population of 100,000 people while, fur-
ther west, Crawford County has seen
its overdose deaths double in the past 4
years.

0 1015

Now, I am so proud of the efforts of
the people such as Dennis Heindl and
all those across the Fifth Congres-
sional District who are helping in the
efforts to fight back against drugs.

I am also proud of the package passed
recently in this House, which will
make grant funding available to States
and local governments for the creation
of opioid reduction programs, creates a
task force to review prescribing prac-
tices, and cares for babies who are born
opioid addicted and dependent.

If we all work together, I know that
we can win this battle.

e —
GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The

Chair recognizes the gentleman from

Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.
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Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the slaughter in Orlando struck me
with special impact. The massacre of
patrons of the gay night club focused
deliberately on the LGBT community
came at a time of unparalleled progress
for equality, capped by marriage equal-
ity. It was jarring. Even though the
struggle continues in places like North
Carolina, these killings came at a time
of amazing progress and hope.

But horrific episodes of gun violence
are always personal for me, and not
just because of the carnage of multiple
shootings and murders. We have had
shootings in Oregon in shopping cen-
ters and schools, mass shootings in a
high school in Springfield and a com-
munity college in Roseburg. We have
had many deaths and injuries and Pres-
idential visits.

The gun violence issue started for me
with the senseless freak death from a
single shot of a high school friend from
a passing car. It is personal. I saw this
single, random shot devastate a family,
friends, and classmates. My own broth-
er took his life with a handgun. We
know that, unlike other forms of sui-
cide attempts, people with handguns
almost always succeed.

After each horrific event, my hope—
and those of millions of other Ameri-
cans—are raised again. Maybe this
time it will be different. You might ask
how, if even the slaughter of 20 inno-
cent first graders could not give spine-
less politicians the courage to stand up
to the craven apologists for gun vio-
lence?

Well, in part, what is different was
that, at Sandy Hook, those 20 little
children and their six teachers struck a
chord that remains. It laid the founda-
tion to help focus the relentless out-
spoken efforts of President Obama and
his entire administration in dealing
with each little element of gun safety
that was within their power to make us
safer. We have Secretary Clinton run-
ning for President who has put a spot-
light on gun safety throughout her
campaign in a way unlike any we have
seen in a Presidential campaign before.

One of the most encouraging signs
for me is that there is a new approach
to reducing gun violence, focused on
gun safety. This is taking hold. A num-
ber of us have come up with our own
plans.

A couple of years ago, I formulated
my approach—looking at the concept
we did with traffic safety—not a single
magic solution, but a series of thought-
ful, focused effects that, in traffic safe-
ty, ended up cutting deaths and inju-
ries in half with education, research,
enforcement, and policy changes, large
and small, that had a cumulative effect
of saving hundreds of thousands of
lives. We can do this with gun violence.

An agenda of simple, commonsense
approaches have been taken in other
parts of the world, and it has made a
difference. We see, in the United
States, evidence in those States and
communities that have taken action to
reduce gun violence that people are, in
fact, safer. It makes a difference.
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Sometimes in politics, we can feel an
issue crest, and I think we are watch-
ing it now. This week, we have a sim-
ple, single powerful little symbol. The
no fly, no buy legislation would pre-
vent people who we think are too dan-
gerous to allow them to buy a ticket to
fly on a plane, should not be allowed to
buy an assault weapon.

Today, my colleagues and I are here
supporting the notion that, if there is
no bill to vote on, there should be no
congressional break, demanding at
least to allow us a vote on the floor of
the House the same way there was
some action in the Senate that gave
people hope.

Let’s do our part this morning to
raise public awareness, to build mo-
mentum to make America safer. We
shouldn’t go home for the Fourth of
July break without at least another
small step forward. We owe it to the
memory of tens of thousands who have
died needlessly from gun violence, and
we owe it to the tens of thousands of
lives that we can save.

———
VENEZUELA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
the situation in Venezuela is deterio-
rating very quickly. In Venezuela, the
people are running out of medicine,
running out of food, experiencing elec-
tricity shortages, and the regime can-
not even provide basic goods for the
people.

Time is ticking, Mr. Speaker. It is
not a matter of if; it is a matter of
when Venezuela implodes due to the
destructive policies of Nicolas Maduro.
And the United States cannot sit idly
by and watch this train wreck occur
before our very eyes.

Responsible countries in Latin Amer-
ica must also stand up and be a voice
for those suffering in Venezuela. Last
week, 15 countries from the region
signed a joint statement that expressed
respect for the Venezuelan Constitu-
tion and called on responsible nations
to guarantee due process and human
rights. This is a good first step, Mr.
Speaker, and I applaud those countries,
but more needs to be done.

Tomorrow, the Organization of
American States, the OAS, will have a
meeting to discuss this crisis. I know
that there are some who are advo-
cating for dialogue, but we have tried
dialogue before, and it was unsuccess-
ful as Maduro kept coming up with new
delays and obstacles in order to pre-
vent a solution. We cannot allow
Maduro to continue the charade of a
dialogue as a stalling tactic.

A referendum, Mr. Speaker, must
occur this year. The people demand it.
Because if it doesn’t, then next year,
Maduro can step aside, hand over
power to his Vice President, and the
same abusive regime continues while
not addressing any of the underlying
problems.
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If a dialogue does occur, all sectors of
the Venezuelan opposition must be at
the table. That is only fair. But it can-
not happen if some of them are in jail,
and a precondition to any dialogue
must include the release of all political
prisoners.

The regime could show a good-faith
effort by doing this, but instead, it con-
tinues to go the other direction. It con-
tinues to go backwards, postponing the
appeal of a political prisoner, Leopoldo
Lopez, indefinitely after it was sched-
uled to occur just 2 days ago.

With its repression, its corruption,
and its disastrous economic policies,
the Maduro regime is running Ven-
ezuela into the ground, and it is no
wonder that Venezuelans feel like they
are under siege. Riots are occurring on
a daily basis, and according to one re-
cent study, 87 percent of Venezuelans
say they don’t have enough money to
buy enough food. This travesty is sim-
ply unsustainable, and the regime must
be held accountable to the people.

Tomorrow at the OAS, I hope to see
the hemisphere finally stand up for
itself, stop allowing itself to be mol-
lified by the regime’s lies and stall tac-
tics, and hold Maduro’s feet to the fire.

Humanitarian aid must be allowed to
get through to the people, and the ref-
erendum must be held this year. Let
the Venezuelan people have their say
and finally put an end to this suffering.

In September of last year, Mr. Speak-
er, I joined 19 of my colleagues in send-
ing a bipartisan letter to Secretary
Kerry and Secretary Lew urging the
administration to enforce a bill that I
passed with Senator MARCO RUBIO, the
Venezuelan Defense of Human Rights
and Civil Society Act, and to apply
sanctions to regime officials in the
Venezuelan court system in response to
the unjust sentencing of Venezuelan
activist Leopoldo Lopez.

I asked Obama administration offi-
cials: What justification do you have
for not carrying out and implementing
these sanctions for this miscarriage of
justice, and what is the dollar amount
of the assets seized of the seven indi-
viduals whom you have sanctioned?

The State Department has pulled
some visas due to human rights viola-
tions, but I asked the State Depart-
ment: Can you tell us how many visas
the State Department has pulled, and
who are these individuals?

Last week, at the OAS meeting in
the Dominican Republic, Secretary
Kerry stated that Venezuela should fol-
low its own constitution and hold a
free, fair, and timely recall ref-
erendum. Does he believe or expect
that it will happen this year?

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, Maduro has
stated that he is ready to exchange am-
bassadors. I think this would be a big
mistake because it will look as though
we are legitimatizing the illegitimate
Maduro regime. I hope that the State
Department will not nominate some-
one this year to be Ambassador of Ven-
ezuela, and I hope that we, in the U.S.,
do more to help the long-suffering peo-
ple of Venezuela.
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GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Rhode Island (Mr. CICILLINE) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, the
horrific mass shooting that took place
on June 12 at the Pulse nightclub in
Orlando, Florida, is a stark reminder of
the urgent responsibility that we have
to reduce gun violence in this country.
This monstrous attack on the LGBT
community in a place of refuge and
empowerment requires us to act.

The shooter in Orlando used an as-
sault rifle that is virtually identical to
the ones used by mass killers in San
Bernardino, Umpqua Community Col-
lege, Aurora, and Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary School. That is no coincidence.

Out of the eight high-profile mass
shootings that have taken place in the
past year, seven involved the use of an
assault weapon. When an assault weap-
on is used in a mass shooting, the num-
ber of people shot increases by 153 per-
cent, and the number of people killed
increases by 63 percent.

These are weapons of war that are de-
signed to kill as many people as pos-
sible as quickly as possible. They be-
long on a battlefield; they don’t belong
in our communities; and I will con-
tinue to fight to reinstate the assault
weapons ban.

This morning, I want to use the time
that I have to talk about two proposals
that the Speaker should bring up for
immediate vote: no fly, no buy, and
universal background checks.

This is really, really simple. If you
are too dangerous to fly on an airplane,
then you are too dangerous to buy a
gun. But under the laws that we have
in place today, someone who is on the
FBI's terrorist watch list, who is too
dangerous to get on a plane, can still
walk into any gun store in America,
pass a background check, and walk out
with an assault weapon or any other
gun he wants. In fact, from 2004 until
2014, more than 2,000 suspected terror-
ists bought firearms legally in this
country, and they are going to con-
tinue doing so until we stop them.

Until 9/11, bombs were the weapon of
choice for terrorists looking to strike
the United States; but in the 15 years
since then, 95 percent of terrorist
deaths that took place in the United
States resulted from gunfire.

It is impossible—impossible—to un-
derstand that House Republicans have
now voted 13 times to block the no fly,
no buy proposal that Congressman
PETER KING and Congressman MIKE
THOMPSON introduced to keep guns out
of the hands of terrorists in this coun-
try. Why? What are they afraid of?
That we might actually stop a terrorist
from passing a background check be-
fore he buys an assault rifle at
Cabela’s?

Bring the no fly, no buy bill to the
floor today. Let’s have an up-or-down
vote. Let the American people hold us
accountable for where we stand. This
should be a no-brainer.
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More than 80 percent of Americans
believe we should prevent suspected
terrorists from buying a gun, and more
than 90 percent of Americans believe
that a background check should be re-
quired on every firearm sale so we can
keep guns out of the hands of criminals
and those with such serious mental ill-
ness that possessing a gun would make
them a danger to themselves or others.

Bills are pending to fix our back-
ground check system and to require a
background check on every gun sale.
This is one of the single most impor-
tant and effective steps that we can
take to reduce gun violence in this
country.

Right now, anyone can go to a gun
show or get on the Internet and pur-
chase a gun without a background
check. As many as two out of every
five firearm transactions today are
conducted without a background
check. It is too easy for a criminal, a
domestic abuser, a terrorist, or some-
one with a serious mental illness to
buy a gun through this loophole.

Every day, background checks block
171 attempted purchases by felons, 48
attempted purchases by domestic abus-
ers, and 19 attempted purchases by fu-
gitives. It is critical that we strength-
en the background check system and
require checks on all firearm sales so
we can keep more dangerous individ-
uals from acquiring these deadly weap-
ons. Bring the Fix Gun Checks Act to
the floor today.

Mr. Speaker, we held a moment of si-
lence last week for the victims in Or-
lando. I know that all of us have kept
the victims and their loved ones and
the people of Orlando in our thoughts
and prayers since June 12. But the best
way to honor the lives lost in this hor-
rific tragedy is to do something to pre-
vent it from happening to others. A
moment of silence is not enough. We
need a moment of sustained action in
this Chamber, and we need it today.

Mr. Speaker, it will be an insult to
the victims of this shooting and their
families and every victim of every
shooting in this country if we continue
to do nothing to prevent future trage-
dies. Do not let this Chamber adjourn
until we have voted on these critical
issues. Bring these bills to the floor
today. Nothing is more important than
stopping the bloodshed and ensuring
the safety and security of our constitu-
ents.

————
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THE SENATE SHOULD PASS H.
CON. RES. 129

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 56 minutes.

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to speak in support of H.
Con. Res. 129.

To do so, let me share a story about
a constituent of mine who is a Holo-
caust survivor from Lithuania. She was
11 years old when the German SS Nazis
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marched into her town and gathered
her and her family up. She was sepa-
rated right away from her family, and,
I guess fortunately for her, she did not
appear Jewish to the German soldiers.

When she was asked her name, she
told them it was Weber, which happens
to be my name and the way my grand-
father would have pronounced it when
he came over from Germany on the
boat in 1903. Anyway, the soldier
thought she wasn’t Jewish, so he let
her go.

She ran into the forest, Mr. Speaker,
and she hid in barns and other places
until the end of the war. She spent the
years of that war hungry and fright-
ened but somehow managed to survive.
She was liberated by the Russians at
the war’s end.

This woman, who was a young girl
when she was 11 back during World War
II, is now in her 90s and living in my
district in her home in Galveston,
Texas. Mr. Speaker, she is in need of
24-hour care to remain in her home.
Unfortunately, funds are running low
to keep her in her home, with the high
cost of providers. She is unable to stay
there, it looks like.

She lives on Social Security, but for-
tunately the Claims Conference has
been able to assist her through pro-
viding funding by the German Govern-
ment for 25 regular hours a week and
some exceptional hours a week pro-
vided on her increasing healthcare
needs.

Additionally, the Jewish community
of Houston, through the generosity of a
private fund which assists Holocaust
survivors, through case management
efforts of Jewish Family Service in
Houston, has also been able to provide
up to 59 hours a week of home care
above that which the German Govern-
ment has funded.

As of June 1, 2016, Mr. Speaker, the
Jewish Family Service in Houston has
not been able to continue this level of
care.

She and other constituents of mine
who are Holocaust victims would all
greatly benefit from increased funding
which is included in House Concurrent
Resolution 129, asking the German
Government to provide that funding
for that very home care. This would en-
sure that those Holocaust survivors are
able to remain in their homes with dig-
nity for the remaining few years of
their life.

Thankfully, H. Con. Res. 129 passed—
with bipartisan support, I might add—
in the House last week. I encourage our
counterparts in the Senate to pass this
legislation swiftly. Mr. Speaker, you
know I am right.

———

CALLING FOR A VOTE ON BEHALF
OF THE VICTIMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I am
R0sSA DELAURO from the State of Con-
necticut. I represent the Third Con-
gressional District.
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I am so proud today to join with my
colleagues on the issue of what do we
do in the United States Congress, the
body that deliberates the major issues
of the day, the body that is entrusted
by the people who put their faith and
trust in their elected representatives
to do right, to do right by the Amer-
ican people, yes, to keep them and
their families safe.

In Connecticut, gun homicides in 2013
were 71; in 2014, 56—we went down; 2015,
79. Probably one of the most searing
events in the United States of America
was the massacre of children, of babies
in Sandy Hook. That isn’t to say that
in every city in this country children
are not dying every day. Since Sandy
Hook, one American child is killed
every single day. These are our chil-
dren. Almost 100,000 have died by gun
violence since Sandy Hook.

What I would like to do is to read to
you the names of victims at Sandy
Hook. These are not what we are here
today to speak about. Yes, we talk
about statistics and we talk about per-
centages, but what is important is to
know about the flesh and blood behind
those numbers.

At Sandy Hook:

Rachel D’Avino, 29, a teacher’s aide.

Dawn Hochsprung, 47, principal of
Sandy Hook Elementary School.

Ann Marie Murphy, 52, a teacher’s
aide.

Lauren Rousseau, 30, a teacher.

Mary Sherlach, 56, school psycholo-
gist.

Victoria Leigh Soto, 27, a teacher
who hid her children in a closet. And I
know, because she was a constituent,
her family today suffers every day be-
cause of her loss. She shielded these ba-
bies, and she lost her life.

And who are these babies?

Charlotte Bacon, 6 years old.

Daniel Barden, 7.

Olivia Engel, 6.

Josephine Gay, 7.

Dylan Hockley, 6.

Madeleine Hsu, 6.

Catherine Hubbard, 6.

Chase Kowalski, 7.

Jesse Lewis, 6.

Ana Marquez-Greene, 6.

James Mattioli, 6.

Grace McDonnell, 7.

Emilie Parker, 6.

Jack Pinto, 6.

Noah Pozner, 6.

Caroline Previdi, 6.

Jessica Rekos, 6.

Avielle Richman, 6.

Benjamin Wheeler, 6.

Allison Wyatt, 6.

We all have children. We have grand-
children. And I won’t forget that day
because my grandchildren at that time
were b, 6, 7, and 8 years old. I had to
steel myself to be away from them be-
cause when I looked at them I just
began to cry, because it can be any-
one’s child, anyone’s grandchild who
will lose their life.

One child every single day is killed
by gun violence in the United States of
America. They leave families, they
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leave siblings who are unable to even
cope with the sense of loss. These fami-
lies have tried to channel their grief by
the Newtown Promise.

Why are we here today? We are here
today to say: universal background
checks; no fly, no buy. It is as simple
as that.

And for me personally, as my col-
league from Rhode Island said, we
should ban assault weapons. We should
ban them. That is what occurred at
Sandy Hook and several other of these
tragedies.

The American people sent us here to
vote. That is what you have done, de-
mand that this Congress vote on this
issue. Debate it and vote, and people
can be free to vote whatever way they
choose to, but our Constitution says we
vote on these issues.

We should not be denied. Those chil-
dren all over America, the adults,
should not be forgotten. They should
be remembered and that this body was
allowed to vote on their behalf.

———

WE SHOULD PROTECT ARTISTS
AND SONGWRITERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Tennessee (Mrs. BLACKBURN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, the
Digital Millennium Copyright Act, the
DMCA, as it is commonly known here
in this Chamber, is nearly 20 years old.

Now, just as a reminder, 20 years ago,
Google was being born, Americans were
out dancing the ‘‘Macarena,”’” and they
were holding cell phones that were the
size of bricks. That was 20 years ago.

Tech companies like YouTube may
have changed the way Americans con-
sume music, but our laws have not
kept pace to protect the songwriters
and the artists who actually create
that music.

This week, 180 musical artists and
songwriters, including Taylor Swift,
Paul McCartney, The Black Keys, and
the bands Chicago and U2, sent a letter
to Congress calling for the reform of
the 1998 Digital Millennium Copyright
Act.

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD
a copy of this letter.

DEAR CONGRESS: The Digital Millennium
Copyright Act (DMCA) is broken and no
longer works for creators.

As songwriters and artists who are a vital
contributing force to the U.S. and to Amer-
ican exports around the world, we are writ-
ing to express our concern about the ability
of the next generation of creators to earn a
living. The existing laws threaten the con-
tinued viability of songwriters and recording
artists to survive from the creation of music.
Aspiring creators shouldn’t have to decide
between making music and making a living.
Please protect them.

One of the biggest problems confronting
songwriters and recording artists today is
the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. This
law was written and passed in an era that is
technologically out-of-date compared to the
era in which we live. It has allowed major
tech companies to grow and generate huge
profits by creating ease of use for consumers
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to carry almost every recorded song in his-
tory in their pocket via a smartphone, while
songwriters’ and artists’ earnings continue
to diminish. Music consumption has sky-
rocketed, but the monies earned by indi-
vidual writers and artists for that consump-
tion has plummeted.

The DMCA simply doesn’t work. It’s im-
possible for tens of thousands of individual
songwriters and artists to muster the re-
sources necessary to comply with its applica-
tion. The tech companies who benefit from
the DMCA today were not the intended pro-
tectorate when it was signed into law nearly
two decades ago. We ask you to enact sen-
sible reform that balances the interests of
creators with the interests of the companies
who exploit music for their financial enrich-
ment. It’s only then that consumers will
truly benefit.

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Here is the prob-
lem: the DMCA safe harbor provision.

What this does, YouTube has created
a Dplatform where anyone with a
smartphone can access nearly any song
ever recorded. Often this content is in-
fringed, and it does not—does not—
compensate the artist who created it.

The safe harbor provision immunizes
YouTube from claims of copyright in-
fringement if it removes the infringing
content in a timely fashion after
YouTube has been notified by an artist
or a record company. With millions of
songs on YouTube, it is really impos-
sible.

Grammy-winning jazz/classical com-
poser Maria Schneider has said the fol-
lowing about the DMCA: ‘“The DMCA
makes it my responsibility to police
the entire Internet on a daily basis. As
fast as I take my music down, it re-
appears again on the same site like an
endless Whac-A-Mole game.”

This not only threatens the vitality
of songwriters but the economic con-
tributions they make in our commu-
nities. Take my home area in Ten-
nessee. A 2012 study shows that in
Nashville itself the music industry is a
$5.5 billion asset to the economy. Look-
ing at the entire middle Tennessee re-
gion, it is $9.7 billion.

This is a fundamental American prin-
ciple. If you make something, if you
create something, it belongs to you. In
no other walk of life do we allow people
to steal the work of others and turn a
blind eye, except when it comes to
songwriters and entertainers.

Our friends in the tech industry, who
do little to nothing to see that the
songwriter is protected on their plat-
forms, are the first ones to complain if
one of their patents is slightly in-
fringed upon. So I ask them, why are
their creations deserving of protection
but the creations of others are not? It
is unfair, and they know it.

But creators are not going to keep
taking it. The times, they are a-
changin’, as Bob Dylan would say. That
is why, for years, I have sought to pro-
tect music creators through legisla-
tion, like the Fair Play Fair Pay Act
that Representative NADLER and I are
working on and the Songwriter Equity
Act.

To our friends in the tech industry, I
say this: willful blindness or situa-
tional ethics aren’t okay; ignorance
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and denial, not acceptable; and refus-
ing to pay people for their work is un-
fair, and it really needs to stop.

This is about fairness, and it is about
honoring the law by enforcing the law.
It is that simple.

————
[ 1045

DEBATE GUN CONTROL
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Maine (Ms. PINGREE) for 5 minutes.

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker,
should not be here today.

We should not have to come to the
floor of the House of Representatives
to beg the majority party just to de-
bate and vote on commonsense gun leg-
islation that the vast majority of
Americans demand. We should not be
living in a society where debate and
even scientific research about gun vio-
lence are stifled and silenced by the
majority in Congress, and we should
not live in a country where gun vio-
lence takes such a toll on our citizens.

But here we are, standing up for the
millions of Americans who want Con-
gress to do something and honoring the
thousands of Americans who have lost
their lives to gun violence. Here we
are, standing up for our constituents
who are tired of the excuses and want
to hear a debate and want to see us
take action on gun violence. And here
we are today to represent the victims.

The list is so long: Orlando, San
Bernardino, Newton, Fort Hood,
Charleston. The list goes on. Nine in a
church, 23 in a restaurant, 26 in an ele-
mentary school, and now 49 in a night-
club. The victims are men and women,
Black and White, rich and poor, old and
young.

At a McDonald’s in California, an 8-
month-old baby was killed, along with
his mother who was trying to shelter
him when a gunman came in and start-
ed shooting.

At a North Carolina nursing home, a
98-year-old grandmother was killed
when a shooter came in and opened
fire.

Here in the United States, you are 10
times more likely to be Kkilled by a gun
than in any other developed Nation in
the world. Of the 23 richest and most
developed countries in the world, we
have, by far, the most gun violence. We
have half the population of the other
22, but 90 percent of the women Kkilled
by a gun are killed by a gun in the
United States. Ninety-one percent of
the children under age 14, who are
killed by a gun, are killed by a gun in
the United States. And if you are a
young person in this country, you are
50 times more likely to die of a gun
death than in all of those other coun-
tries. We have the most guns and we
have the most gun violence.

Mr. Speaker, we have the NRA.
Through fear, intimidation, and misin-
formation, the NRA has taken control
over the debate on guns to such an ex-

we
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tent that we cannot even vote in this
Chamber on whether we should keep
guns out of the hands of terrorists.

Right now, someone can be on both
the terrorist watch list and the no-fly
list. In other words, the FBI thinks you
are a terrorist and the TSA bans you
from flying, but if you want to drive
down to your local gun store and buy
an assault rifle, there is nothing any-
one can do to stop you.

Over the last 10 years, people on the
terrorist watch list tried to buy explo-
sives or firearms 2,233 times. Over 90
percent of the time, they were success-
ful. This is wrong. The American peo-
ple know it is wrong, public health offi-
cials know it is wrong, and nearly
every single law enforcement associa-
tion in America knows it is wrong,
which is why they are all in favor of
closing the terrorist gun loophole. In
fact, a recent poll by a Republican poll-
ster found 76 percent of gun owners and
71 percent of NRA members said sus-
pected terrorists should not be allowed
to buy guns.

If you were to walk outside the
House of Representatives right now
and stop someone walking down the
street and ask the simple question:
Should terrorists be allowed to buy
guns, you would get a very simple an-
swer. They would say: No, of course
terrorists should not be allowed to buy
guns.

But they can. Republicans here in
the House won’t even let us have a de-
bate and a vote on it.

How did we get here, Mr. Speaker?
How has the debate shifted so far away
from commonsense gun regulation that
a proposal to close the terrorist gun
loophole is this controversial? Why is
it that, here in the House, debate is si-
lenced and we are not allowed to vote?

The closest we came to a debate on
gun legislation recently came last
week when a controversy erupted
about the standard procedure to ob-
serve a moment of silence on the House
floor after a mass shooting.

Mr. Speaker, it is shameful that we
have allowed this country to get to a
point where Congress has to even have
a standard procedure to observe mass
shootings, yet we aren’t even allowed
to have a debate about legislation to
address this problem.

It is time for us to stand up to the
NRA, to have a fair and open debate
about gun violence, and it is time for
all of us to do our job representing the
American people.

——
EPIDEMIC OF GUN VIOLENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 6 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today heartbroken and angered
once again by the rampant epidemic of
gun violence plaguing our Nation. Gun
violence is on the rise across the coun-
try. I am not just talking about the
tragic mass shootings that grip our
collective attention. I am talking
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about the everyday shootings that go
undetected by the national media.

Last year, gun deaths became the
number one killer of youths aged 16-24.
We are on track to break this record in
2016.

Just this past Father’s Day weekend,
41 people were shot—13 of them fa-
tally—in Chicago. The shootings in
those 60 hours claimed the city’s 300th
recorded homicide this year. This is
the list of the names of the people who
have lost their lives to gun violence. I
don’t have enough time to name every
name.

Amari Brown, 7 years old, was the
youngest. He was shot in the back.

In 2016 alone, more than 1,800 people
have been shot across Chicago.

Among this weekend’s victims was 3-
year-old Devon Quinn. On Sunday,
Devon was riding with his father to
pick up his mother from work when a
hail of bullets hit their car. Devon is
still hospitalized.

Devon’s story is, unfortunately, all
too common in communities like some
of the ones that I represent, where a
trip down the street to a convenience
store or a gas station could end in trag-
edy.

I am tired of hearing stories like
this. It saddens me and angers me each
time I speak with constituents and
hear their all too familiar story of los-
ing a loved one to gun violence. I am
frustrated not only because we are los-
ing an entire generation to gun vio-
lence, but because so many of these
deaths were preventable if Congress
had just had the courage to take ac-
tion.

Sadly, we don’t even talk about gun
deaths until it is forced into our lives
with another tragic mass shooting.
When this happens, we give our fiery
speeches, hold our moments of silence,
and then we wait for the national buzz
to fade. It is a shameful and disrespect-
ful ritual that proves that Congress has
little to no plans to truly honor the
lives of gun violence victims.

This weekend on ‘‘Meet the Press,”
the Speaker gave his fellow Repub-
licans a pass to ‘‘vote their conscience”’
with respect to their Presidential sup-
port. I ask the Speaker to give his col-
leagues a pass when it comes to voting
on backgrounds checks, which 90 per-
cent of Americans support.

With each shooting, we are quick to
say that it is a mental health problem,
it is a family problem, it is a terror
problem. But somehow it is never a gun
problem.

It is time we look at the common de-
nominator and accept that the root of
the problem is about how guns get into
the hands of those seeking to do harm.

Prayer and reflection brings comfort
to those who mourn, but scripture of
all faiths teaches that prayer must be
met by good deeds. Silence without ac-
tion is deafening.

The majority of the American people
want greater action. They want to
close the gun show and online loop-
holes that allow people to purchase
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guns without a background check.
They want medical experts and their
government to research this plague of
gun violence for what it is: a public
health crisis. They want to keep guns
out of the hands of terrorists on the no-
fly list.

Why is it that when someone poses a
credible national security threat, we
ensure that they cannot fly on a plane,
but they can still purchase a firearm?

With each second that passes without
action, we are risking another Devon
Quinn, another Hadiya Pendleton, an-
other Blair Holt. We are risking an-
other Orlando, another Sandy Hook,
another Virginia Tech.

So I ask my colleagues: Just who ex-
actly has to die and how many before
we finally put an end to this? Just how
many birthdays, Father’s Days, Moth-
er’s Days must go uncelebrated? How
many would-be graduations must pass?
How many empty chairs at a kitchen
table must there be before we show
courage and say ‘‘enough’’ and take ac-
tion to pass measures that keep us safe
instead of going on with our violence?

It is deafening. Bring these bills to
the floor.

——
GUN VIOLENCE IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) for 5
minutes.

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this morning in solidarity with my col-
leagues about the mass shootings that
are going on in our country.

The Orlando mass shooting has been
another demonstration for some Amer-
icans of an ongoing daily violence and
daily nightmare: gun violence in our
country.

Now, we all know that there is a sys-
temic problem for many in our commu-
nities of lack in opportunities: lack of
education, adequate after-school and
summer programs, job training, expan-
sion of economic opportunities. But we
know measures that will help to in-
crease funding for these programs will
never reach this floor.

We Lknow also that Republicans
refuse to take up other measures as
well. What they can address right now,
right here, is expanded background
checks, prevention of gun sales to
those on a no-fly list, and a ban on as-
sault weapons.

Now, I grew up fishing and hunting
with my dad. I passed that on to my
children. So owning a gun is not some-
thing that I believe should not happen,
but I know that it is not an absolute
right.

As the granddaughter of a police
commissioner, the daughter of a New
York City cop, a former Bronx pros-
ecutor, and a Justice Department offi-
cial, the war on crime, the war on
these mass shootings and destruction
would be well served by voting on ex-
panded background checks, prevention
of gun sales to those on the no-fly list,
and a ban on assault weapons.
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On the small islands that I represent,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, there have
been over 300 gun-related deaths over
the last 5 years. For a place with a pop-
ulation of 100,000, to have 300 gun-re-
lated deaths in 3 years accounts for a
murder rate and a death per capita
that is several times the national aver-
age.

Now, much of this is through a lack
of opportunity, but also—and abso-
lutely—the influx of illegal assaults
weapons, such as high-caliber weapons
of mass murder, that come into the
market. Those, coupled, in our in-
stance, with the drug trade, have left
our community in fear and mourning
for our young.

Last year alone, there were twice as
many gun deaths per capita in the Vir-
gin Islands than there were in most
American cities that we could tradi-
tionally think of as having a high gun
rate.

Who are the victims of the destruc-
tion just this year in the Virgin Is-
lands?

I am going to name them because we
never hear names like this. We have
our moments of silence for the large
groups, but these are the day-to-day in-
dividuals that died:

January 9, two unnamed males; Jan-
uary 20, Stephen Coleman and Heidi
Mills; January 21, Tishawn Samuel, 24;
February 2, Juan Encarnacion, 30;
March 5, Evan Ezekiel Joseph, 38;
March 8, Conrad Phipps, 30; March 22,
Kishawn Fleming, 23; March 27, Hans
Oliver, 38; March 28, Kayan Payne and
Kanta Payne, 33 and 29; April 19, Jo-
seph duCreay, 19; April 28, Javan Ben-
jamin, 22; May 1, Shedale Gabriel, 25;
May 22, Vershawn Monsanto, 21; June
4, Shaki Alexander, 21, and Kerven Jo-
seph 19; June 12, Ojahnia Adkins, 22,
and Jahfari Samuel, 34; June 20, Devon
Freeman, 42.

The blood of these victims speak to
me. I hope, Mr. Speaker, it speaks to
you. Bring the bills to the floor. Vote
it up or vote it down, but do your job.

————
[ 1100

LET'S DO SOMETHING TO PRO-
TECT THE CHILDREN OF AMER-
ICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Massachusetts (Mr. CAPUANO) for 5
minutes.

Mr. CAPUANO. Mr. Speaker, pretty
much everything has been said, except
I think, obviously, the leadership is
still not hearing us. And it is not just
us who are saying this; the American
people are saying this.

Everyone has seen the polls. Every-
one knows the reality that, in the last
couple of weeks, 90 percent of the
American people want us to do very
simple things: no fly, no buy and clos-
ing gaping, not small, but gaping loop-
holes in the background check.

Now, like some of my colleagues, 1
personally would go further. My con-
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stituents would support that. There are
many things we could be doing, but we
are not asking for those things because
we know that is a difficult lift in the
House of Representatives.

But I represent the same number of
people as every other Member here,
about 750,000 people. And when 90 per-
cent of those constituents in every dis-
trict wants us to take simple, direct
action, I think it is a dereliction of
duty and responsibility and our oath to
ignore that unless there is some moral
reason for us to disagree with some
constituents. On this issue, I can’t be-
lieve anyone has a moral disagreement
with this.

Everyone’s talking about Orlando,
and that is obviously the most impor-
tant, most compelling one. But since
the Orlando shooting, in the last 10
days, the last 10 days in America, there
have been 77 people, at least, killed
with guns—at least.

And I say that because many of these
things get minimal reporting. Why?
Because all of us are used to turning on
the local news in every corner of this
country every single night and seeing
another act of violence, almost always
committed with a gun, across America.
It is not an urban problem or a rural
problem; it is across the country. And
we have become a little desensitized to
it because it happens all the time.

Once in a while, we will get an Or-
lando tragedy or a Sandy Hook trag-
edy, and we will all jump up and down
and say how upset we are. But, as has
been pointed out many times, we don’t
seem to get all that upset when two or
three people get shot in the middle of
some other place.

Sometimes, we think: well, it is prob-
ably just gang violence. It is just one
gang member shooting another gang
member. Maybe they deserve it. Amer-
ica is better off.

How do you say that when there is a
3-year-old who gets shot, or a 7-year-
o0ld? How dare you say that. Or a
woman walking down the street, or
people literally just sitting in their
homes innocently.

People say that some of the proposals
that have been made wouldn’t have
stopped Orlando or wouldn’t have
stopped Sandy Hook or wouldn’t have
stopped something else. You know
what? Maybe they are right. I don’t
know. But I have never in my life, ei-
ther politically or personally, used the
excuse that because I can’t do every-
thing that, therefore, I should do noth-
ing. That is nothing more than a lame
excuse.

If we can save the life of one person
by taking simple actions that every-
body seems to agree with—if you can’t
fly, you can’t buy a gun; close the loop-
holes in background checks—no one
has a problem with background checks.

Most Americans don’t know there are
loopholes. And I don’t mean little ones.
I mean gaping ones. As you heard ear-
lier, about 40 percent of the guns sold
in this country are not subject to back-
ground checks. That is not a loophole.
That is a gaping loophole.
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In the last 10 days, 239 Americans
have been injured with guns. Now,
some say, well, it is in home defense, it
is accidental shootings. And that is
true. Some of them are.

All this stuff is available to anybody
who wants to take 5 minutes and do a
simple Internet search like I did. There
are dozens of reputable Web sites that
have this information.

One of them, the Gun Violence Ar-
chive—simple statistics, not advo-
cating, statistics—in 2015, the last cal-
endar year, they list 13,433 deaths by
gun. That is 36.8 per day. And, this
year, we are on pace to exceed that. Of
that, two children under the age of 11
per day were shot—two per day.

Yes, about 10 percent of the incidents
were home invasions, defensive use,
and accidental shooting, which is why
none of us are trying to impede law-
abiding American citizens from owning
a gun. But that leaves 90 percent of the
gun activity outside that. For us to not
take action, in my opinion, is indefen-
sible.

In 18 years, I have never participated
in this Morning Hour discussion. I
haven’t done it because I find most of
this, more often than not, somebody’s
reason to make a political statement.
And I guess on some levels that is what
I am doing right now.

But, on occasion, things get to the
point where we, as a group, have to
stand up, that we, individually, have to
stand up and demand what is the sim-
plest action imaginable—if you are too
dangerous to fly, you are too dangerous
to buy—the simplest action, put it on
the floor.

I would respect someone for coming
up and voting ‘“‘no.” I would disagree,
but at least they wouldn’t be able to
hide behind their own political rhetoric
that somehow people like me are try-
ing to pull guns away from them.

The truth is it is a simple action.
And I will tell you, as a House Member,
I am a bit embarrassed that the Senate
was at least able to put it on the floor.
At least they will have to answer to
their constituents.

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
time of the gentleman has expired.

Mr. CAPUANO. I understand that,
Mr. Speaker. This issue has not ex-
pired, and this issue will not go away.
And this issue will not be the end of
this debate today or tomorrow, until
we get a vote on these simple issues
and do something to protect the chil-
dren of America.

————
GUN VIOLENCE IN CHICAGO

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. SCHAKOWSKY) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker,
over last Father’s Day weekend, 13 peo-
ple were killed with guns in Chicago,
my hometown. Another 46 were in-
jured.

One of those critically injured was 3-
year-old Devon Quinn. Devon and his

The
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father were sitting in their green van
when someone pulled up and started
firing shots into a crowd of people.
Devon was hit in the right shoulder by
a bullet as he sat in his car. He was not
the target, and he was another inno-
cent victim in a terrible year of gun vi-
olence.

A 17-year-old boy was walking down
46th Street, and he was mowed down by
an assault weapon.

According to the Chicago Tribune,
about 1,800 people have been shot in
Chicago this year. Over 200 of them
have died from guns. When shootings
becomes so commonplace, we risk for-
getting how traumatic each one is for
the people involved.

I recently received a letter from
Kiara, a high school senior in my dis-
trict, and she wrote:

Talking on the phone with a good friend a
few nights ago, I heard the disturbing noise
of gunshots. Feelings of fear overwhelmed
me as my friend was talking as he was walk-
ing home from the train station after a long
day at work.

Almost immediately, communication
broke. I called back over and over again with
no response. I was on the verge of a melt-
down, thinking of what could have happened
to him.

After what seemed like the longest 10 min-
utes of my life, I received a text letting me
know that he was okay but needed to call
911, as someone had been shot by a drive-by
shooting.

I sat there, frozen. What could I do? Then,
thoughts of hopelessness and sadness took
hold over me, and I thought about the family
of this poor, innocent person who was just
shot and how terrible that phone call must
have been from the hospital.

I understand the need for guns and the role
they play in protection in times of war and
so on. But what I don’t understand is the in-
ternal debate and menace within the United
States over the use and misuse of weapons.

Too often, we forget the names of
victims and the pain of their loved
ones, as Congress continues to do noth-
ing to stop the violence. Most don’t
even get that empty gesture of a mo-
ment of silence, and, even so, we have
done 27 moments of silence since Sandy
Hook.

How numb have we become to every-
day violence that we only stop for that
lone minute to recognize the most hor-
rific shootings? Forty-nine victims in
Orlando, schoolchildren in Newtown,
churchgoers murdered in Charleston.

Just during the Senate filibuster on
gun violence last week, 48 people were
shot. As the mass shootings get worse
and worse, we can’t let these daily
shootings fade into the background of
America.

I know that my constituents feel
frustrated and ignored when Congress
responds to each of these tragedies
with inaction. Angela wrote to me
from the Rogers Park neighborhood of
Chicago, where I grew up:

I am writing to you as a frustrated and
saddened constituent who is tired of watch-
ing innocent people die because the NRA
holds our Congresspeople hostage.

I am begging you, on behalf of our stu-
dents, teachers, police, LGBT, and every in-
nocent person who has been affected by
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senseless gun violence, to please use this mo-
ment to enact meaningful gun control in our
country.

We have had decades of complacency from
our government on this issue. It is no longer
excusable, particularly for someone rep-
resenting Chicago. You know where these le-
gally purchased guns end up and that hun-
dreds of our children and families pay the
price for what selfish maniacs claim is their
personal freedom.

And I have many more letters like
those calling on those of us in Congress
to do our job and reduce gun violence
in our country. Neighbors ask me for
action at the grocery store and at the
gym and as I boarded the plane yester-
day.

We can start by enacting two gun
safety proposals that are overwhelm-
ingly supported among our constitu-
ents, all of our constituents.

Close the terrorist loophole. If you
are too dangerous to fly on an airplane,
you should not be able to buy a gun.
People can’t even believe that that
isn’t the law already.

We need universal background
checks. Forty percent of those guns
used in violence in Chicago are bought
legally at Indiana gun shows, where
there are no background checks.

These proposals won’t stop every sin-
gle gun death, but we know that they
will stop some. And, yes, there are a
lot of other things we could do too.

I call on Speaker RYAN, along with
my colleagues, to bring these bills to
the floor before we break. Americans
are calling for action on gun violence.
They are tired of being ignored. No bill,
no break.

————

THE NEED FOR UNIVERSAL
BACKGROUND CHECKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, our Na-
tion is still horrified and heartbroken
over the brutal act of terror and hate
that killed 49 and wounded many more
in Orlando, Florida, just over a week
ago.

We stand in solidarity with the loved
ones of those who were lost, with the
LGBT community that suffered this
unimaginable act of violence, and the
entire Orlando community as they
work to move forward from this trag-
edy. We can work together to disarm
hate.

Gun violence has become unaccept-
ably commonplace in the country. The
Orlando attack is only the latest and
the most deadly mass shooting in the
history of the United States. We have a
responsibility to do more to keep guns
out of the wrong hands.

But, Mr. Speaker, it is not just mass
shootings that should be our focus.
Guns have taken more lives in this
country since 1968 than were lost in all
the wars this Nation has ever fought.
On average, more than 89 people each
day die due to gun violence, whether
that is by homicide, suicide, or acci-
dent. That is more than 33,000 Ameri-
cans being killed by guns each year.
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In just over the 3 years since New-
town, more than 111,300 people have
been Kkilled by someone using a gun in
America. In my State of Maryland, in
2015 alone, more than 340 Marylanders
have lost their lives to homicide by
guns.

Yet, despite the national consensus
for legislation to keep guns out of the
hands of terrorists and convicted felons
and domestic abusers, a vocal minor-
ity, led by the National Rifle Associa-
tion, stands in the way of common-
sense proposals to keep our Nation
safer.

Those voices are forcing a false
choice between constitutional rights
and safe streets. We can do both. Con-
gress can and must enact laws that im-
prove the public safety while respect-
ing the Constitution.
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This Congress has no right to hold
moments of silence anymore and then
do nothing to prevent the next tragedy.
This is a moment of truth for Congress.
We cannot have another moment of si-
lence without action. We can and
should expand and strengthen our
background checks and pass the bipar-
tisan no fly, no buy bill to keep guns
out of the hands of suspected terror-
ists.

So today what we know is that across
this country there are people who go to
unlicensed dealers at gun shows and do
what they could not do if they went to
Walmart to get a gun, and that is to
get one without passing a background
check. These unlicensed dealers are a
significant source of crimes in my
State and across the country, with an
estimate of 40 percent of all purchases
made through them without a back-
ground check.

Studies show that background checks
actually do stop 170 felons, 50 domestic
abusers, and 20 fugitives every single
day from buying weapons. It works
when you do it.

Recent polling shows that universal
background checks are universally sup-
ported across the political spectrum. A
CBS poll released just last week
showed that 89 percent of the public
supports legislation requiring back-
ground checks—the low-hanging fruit,
the common denominator—and that in-
cludes 97 percent of Democrats, 92 per-
cent of Republicans, and 82 percent of
Independents. Who is left out? The
vocal minority led by the National
Rifle Association.

Let’s talk about the National Rifle
Association, Mr. Speaker, because they
actually used to support universal
background checks at gun shows.

On May 27, 1999, Wayne LaPierre, the
current executive president and CEO of
the National Rifle Association, testi-
fied before the House Judiciary Com-
mittee about 1 month before Col-
umbine, in which 12 high school stu-
dents and one teacher were murdered.
He said this: “We think it’s reasonable
to provide mandatory instant back-
ground checks for every sale at every
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gun show. No loopholes anywhere for
anyone.” That is a direct quote from
Wayne LaPierre of the National Rifle
Association.

When did they change? When it be-
came politically expedient to do the
job of the gun industry. So, unfortu-
nately, they have flipped their posi-
tion. They no longer support expanded
background checks, and they have
worked to prohibit that action here in
Congress.

So I will say, Mr. Speaker, to Speak-
er RYAN and to my Republican col-
leagues: Enough already. We are tired.
We are done. It is past time for the
Congress to listen to the American
public instead of to the National Rifle
Association, to listen to the over-
whelming number of Democrats, Re-
publicans, and Independents, and to
take guns out of the hands of terror-
ists, convicted felons, and those who
would do harm to others.

No bill, no break. It is time to disarm
hate.

———

COMMONSENSE GUN CONTROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I would ask
that all of my colleagues join me on
the floor.

On occasion, Mr. Speaker, I have had
what I call an executive session with
myself. For months, even for years,
through several sessions of Congress, I
wondered what would bring this body
to take action, what would finally
make Congress do what is right, what
is just, what the people of this country
have been demanding, and what is long
overdue.

We have lost hundreds and thousands
of innocent people to gun violence: tiny
little children, babies, students and
teachers, mothers and fathers, sisters
and brothers, daughters and sons,
friends and neighbors.

What has this body done? Mr. Speak-
er, nothing. Not one thing. We have
turned deaf ears. We have turned deaf
ears to the blood of the innocent and
the concern of our Nation. We are blind
to a crisis.

Mr. Speaker, where is the heart of
this body? Where is our soul? Where is
our moral leadership? Where is our
courage? Those who work on bipartisan
solutions are pushed aside. Those who
pursue commonsense improvement are
beaten down. Reason is criticized. Ob-
struction is praised.

Newtown, Aurora, Charleston, Or-
lando. What is the tipping point? Are
we blind? Can we see? How many more
mothers and how many more fathers
need to shed tears of grief before we do
something?

We were elected to lead, Mr. Speaker.
We must be headlights and not tail-
lights. We cannot continue to stick our
heads in the sand and ignore the re-
ality of mass gun violence in our Na-
tion.

Deadly mass shootings are becoming
more and more frequent. Mr. Speaker,
this is a fact. It is not an opinion.
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We must remove the blinders. The
time for silence and patience is long
gone. We are calling on the leadership
of the House to bring commonsense
gun control legislation to the House
floor. Give us a vote. Let us vote. We
came here to do our job. We came here
to work.

The American people are demanding
action. Do we have the courage? Do we
have raw courage to make at least a
down payment on ending gun violence
in America?

We can no longer wait. We can no
longer be patient. So today we come to
the well of the House to dramatize the
need for action—not next month, not
next year, but now, today.

Sometimes you have to do something
out of the ordinary. Sometimes you
have to make a way out of no way. We
have been too quiet for too long. There
comes a time when you have to say
something, when you have to make a
little noise, and when you have to
move your feet. This is the time.

Now is the time to get in the way.
The time to act is now. We will be si-
lent no more. The time for silence is
over.

COMMONSENSE GUN CONTROL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 2 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, I thank my colleagues. For
all of America that is listening, you
just heard the soul of the United States
Congress speak. The soul of this Nation
cries out for a vote.

We are gathered here on this floor
today to accomplish a single goal. We
implore and we ask our colleagues—our
colleague from Georgia stood on that
side to appeal to the better angels on
that side of the aisle—to provide us
with the simple dignity that every
American is calling for: a vote.

Mr. LEWIS. Will the gentleman
yield?

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I yield
to the gentleman from Georgia.

Mr. LEWIS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the
gentleman from Connecticut (Mr. LAR-
SON), my friend and brother, for yield-
ing.

Now is the time for us to find a way
to dramatize it, to make it real. We
have to occupy the floor of the House
until there is action.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, reclaiming my time, rise up,
Democrats. Rise up, Americans. This
cannot stand. We will occupy this
floor. We will no longer be denied a
right to vote.

Mr. HOYER. Will
yield?

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. I yield
to the gentleman from Maryland, our
minority whip and leader.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, we sit
down so we can stand up for America.

the gentleman
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 25
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

——
[ 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. POE of Texas) at noon.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore.
House will be in order.

The House will be in order.

The Chair wishes to call on the Chap-
lain for the prayer.

Will Members please be in order for
the prayer by the Chaplain. The prayer
will be offered by the Chaplain, Father
Conroy.

The

————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer:

Father of mercy, we give You thanks
for giving us another day.

Bless the Members of the people’s
House. May all their deliberations give
rise to understanding. You have called
us to serve this Nation by Your divine
inspiration.

May we reach the destiny You have
in mind for us, and may all that is done
be for Your greater honor and glory.

Amen.

———————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are asked to remain standing for
the Pledge of Allegiance.

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

——————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
clause 2 of rule I, the Chair is charged
with preserving order and decorum in
the proceedings of the House. The
Chair finds that the House is currently
not in a state of order due to the pres-
ence of Members in the well who are
not under recognition.
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The Chair would ask Members to
please leave the well so that the House
may proceed with business.

————

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess subject to
the call of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
10 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair wishes to
make an announcement regarding de-
corum in the House Chamber.

The Chair appreciates that Members
will differ on matters of policy and will
seek to express those differences.

But the Chair would hope that the
business of the House could be con-
ducted in a fashion that reflects posi-
tively on the dignity and decorum of
this institution to which we all belong
and serve.

————

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2577,
TRANSPORTATION, HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT, AND RE-
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA-
TIONS ACT, 2016

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky submitted
the following conference report and
statement on the bill (H.R. 2577) mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments
of Transportation, and Housing and
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes.

CONFERENCE REPORT (H. REPT. 114-640)

The committee of conference on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses on the
amendment of the House to the amendment
of the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2577), making
appropriations for the Departments of Trans-
portation, and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, and related agencies for the fiscal year
ending September 30, 2016, and for other pur-
poses, having met, after full and free con-
ference, have agreed to recommend and do
recommend to their respective Houses as fol-
lows:

That the Senate recede from its disagree-
ment to the amendment of the House to the
amendment of the Senate and agree to the
same with an amendment as follows:

In lieu of the matter proposed to be in-
serted by the House amendment, insert the
following:

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-
struction, Veterans Affairs, and Related Agen-
cies Appropriations Act, 2017 and Zika Response
and Preparedness Act’.

SEC. 2. TABLE OF CONTENTS.

The table of contents of this Act is as follows:
Sec. 1. Short title.

Sec. 2. Table of contents.
Sec. 3. References.
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Sec. 4. Statement of appropriations.
Sec. 5. Availability of funds.

DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

Title I—Department of Defense

Title II—Department of Veterans Affairs

Title III—Related agencies

Title IV—Owverseas contingency operations

Title V—General provisions

DIVISION B—ZIKA RESPONSE AND PRE-
PAREDNESS APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2016

DIVISION C—ZIKA VECTOR CONTROL
DIVISION D—RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS

SEC. 3. REFERENCES.

Except as expressly provided otherwise, any
reference to ‘‘this Act’’ contained in any divi-
sion of this Act shall be treated as referring only
to the provisions of that division.

SEC. 4. STATEMENT OF APPROPRIATIONS.

The following sums in this Act are appro-
priated, out of any money in the Treasury not
otherwise appropriated, for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2017.

SEC. 5. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.

Each amount designated in this Act by the
Congress as an emergency requirement pursuant
to section 251(b)(2)(A)(i) of the Balanced Budget
and Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985 shall
be available (or rescinded, if applicable) only if
the President subsequently so designates all
such amounts and transmits such designations
to the Congress.

DIVISION A—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION,
VETERANS AFFAIRS, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2017

TITLE I
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
real property for the Army as currently author-
iced by law, including personnel in the Army
Corps of Engineers and other personal services
necessary for the purposes of this appropriation,
and for construction and operation of facilities
in support of the functions of the Commander in
Chief, $513,459,000, to remain available until
September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of this
amount, not to exceed $98,159,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, architect and
engineer services, and host nation support, as
authorized by law, unless the Secretary of the
Army determines that additional obligations are
necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE
CORPS

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, naval installations, facilities, and real
property for the Navy and Marine Corps as cur-
rently authorized by law, including personnel in
the Naval Facilities Engineering Command and
other personal services mecessary for the pur-
poses of this appropriation, $1,021,580,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021: Pro-
vided, That, of this amount, mot to exceed
$88,230,000 shall be available for study, plan-
ning, design, and architect and engineer serv-
ices, as authorized by law, unless the Secretary
of the Navy determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, military installations, facilities, and
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real property for the Air Force as currently au-
thorized by law, $1,491,058,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021: Provided, That of
this amount, not to exceed $143,582,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authoriced by
law, unless the Secretary of the Air Force deter-
mines that additional obligations are necessary
for such purposes and notifies the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress of
the determination and the reasons therefor: Pro-
vided further, That mone of the funds made
available under this heading shall be for con-
struction of the Joint Intelligence Analysis Com-
plex Consolidation, Phase 3, at Royal Air Force
Croughton, United Kingdom, unless authorized
in an Act authoricing appropriations for fiscal
year 2017 for military construction.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, DEFENSE-WIDE
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For acquisition, construction, installation,
and equipment of temporary or permanent pub-
lic works, installations, facilities, and real prop-
erty for activities and agencies of the Depart-
ment of Defense (other than the military depart-
ments), as currently authorized by law,
$2,025,444,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That such amounts of
this appropriation as may be determined by the
Secretary of Defense may be transferred to such
appropriations of the Department of Defense
available for military construction or family
housing as the Secretary may designate, to be
merged with and to be available for the same
purposes, and for the same time period, as the
appropriation or fund to which transferred:
Provided further, That of the amount appro-
priated, not to exceed $180,775,000 shall be avail-
able for study, planning, design, and architect
and engineer services, as authorized by law, un-
less the Secretary of Defense determines that ad-
ditional obligations are necessary for such pur-
poses and notifies the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress of the deter-
mination and the reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY NATIONAL
GUARD

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Army Na-
tional Guard, and contributions therefor, as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ication Acts, 3$232,930,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of the
amount appropriated, not to exceed 38,729,000
shall be available for study, planning, design,
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Director of the Army Na-
tional Guard determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR NATIONAL GUARD

For construction, acquisition, erpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Air National
Guard, and contributions therefor, as author-
ized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United States
Code, and Military Construction Authorization
Acts, 3143,957,000, to remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2021: Provided, That, of the amount
appropriated, not to exceed $10,462,000 shall be
available for study, planning, design, and ar-
chitect and engineer services, as authorized by
law, unless the Director of the Air National
Guard determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, ARMY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, expansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
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training and administration of the Army Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construction
Authorization Acts, $68,230,000, to remain avail-
able until September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of
the amount appropriated, mnot to exceed
37,500,000 shall be available for study, planning,
design, and architect and engineer services, as
authoriced by law, unless the Chief of the Army
Reserve determines that additional obligations
are necessary for such purposes and notifies the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the reserve com-
ponents of the Navy and Marine Corps as au-
thorized by chapter 1803 of title 10, United
States Code, and Military Construction Author-
ization Acts, $38,597,000, to remain available
until September 30, 2021: Provided, That, of the
amount appropriated, not to exceed $3,783,000
shall be available for study, planning, design,
and architect and engineer services, as author-
ized by law, unless the Secretary of the Navy
determines that additional obligations are nec-
essary for such purposes and notifies the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress of the determination and the reasons
therefor.

MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE RESERVE

For construction, acquisition, exrpansion, re-
habilitation, and conversion of facilities for the
training and administration of the Air Force Re-
serve as authorized by chapter 1803 of title 10,
United States Code, and Military Construction
Authorization Acts, $188,950,000, to remain
available until September 30, 2021: Provided,
That, of the amount appropriated, not to exceed
34,500,000 shall be available for study, planning,
design, and architect and engineer services, as
authorized by law, unless the Chief of the Air
Force Reserve determines that additional obliga-
tions are necessary for such purposes and noti-
fies the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the determination and the
reasons therefor.

NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
SECURITY INVESTMENT PROGRAM

For the United States share of the cost of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security In-
vestment Program for the acquisition and con-
struction of military facilities and installations
(including international military headquarters)
and for related expenses for the collective de-
fense of the North Atlantic Treaty Area as au-
thorized by section 2806 of title 10, United States
Code, and Military Construction Authorization
Acts, $177,932,000, to remain available until ex-
pended.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BASE CLOSURE
ACCOUNT

For deposit into the Department of Defense
Base Closure Account, established by section
2906(a) of the Defense Base Closure and Re-
alignment Act of 1990 (10 U.S.C. 2687 note),
$240,237,000, to remain available until expended.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the Army
for construction, including acquisition, replace-
ment, addition, expansion, extension, and alter-
ation, as authorized by law, $157,172,000, to re-
main available until September 30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
ARMY

For expenses of family housing for the Army
for operation and maintenance, including debt
payment, leasing, minor construction, principal
and interest charges, and insurance premiums,
as authorized by law, 3325,995,000.
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FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND
MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the Navy
and Marine Corps for construction, including
acquisition, replacement, addition, expansion,
extension, and alteration, as authorized by law,
$94,011,000, to remain available until September
30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
NAVY AND MARINE CORPS

For expenses of family housing for the Navy
and Marine Corps for operation and mainte-
nance, including debt payment, leasing, minor
construction, principal and interest charges,
and insurance premiums, as authorized by law,
$300,915,000.

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for construction, including acquisition,
replacement, addition, expansion, extension,
and alteration, as authorized by Ilaw,
$61,352,000, to remain available until September
30, 2021.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
AIR FORCE

For expenses of family housing for the Air
Force for operation and maintenance, including
debt payment, leasing, minor construction, prin-
cipal and interest charges, and insurance pre-
miums, as authorized by law, $274,429,000.

FAMILY HOUSING OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE,
DEFENSE-WIDE

For expenses of family housing for the activi-
ties and agencies of the Department of Defense
(other than the military departments) for oper-
ation and maintenance, leasing, and minor con-
struction, as authorized by law, $59,157,000.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FAMILY HOUSING
IMPROVEMENT FUND

For the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund, $3,258,000, to remain
available until expended, for family housing ini-
tiatives undertaken pursuant to section 2883 of
title 10, United States Code, providing alter-
native means of acquiring and improving mili-
tary family housing and supporting facilities.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS

SEC. 101. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be expended for payments under
a cost-plus-a-fired-fee contract for construction,
where cost estimates exceed $25,000, to be per-
formed within the United States, except Alaska,
without the specific approval in writing of the
Secretary of Defense setting forth the reasons
therefor.

SEC. 102. Funds made available in this title for
construction shall be available for hire of pas-
senger motor vehicles.

SEC. 103. Funds made available in this title for
construction may be used for advances to the
Federal Highway Administration, Department
of Transportation, for the construction of access
roads as authorized by section 210 of title 23,
United States Code, when projects authorized
therein are certified as important to the na-
tional defense by the Secretary of Defense.

SEC. 104. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used to begin construction of
new bases in the United States for which spe-
cific appropriations have not been made.

SEC. 105. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be used for purchase of land or
land easements in excess of 100 percent of the
value as determined by the Army Corps of Engi-
neers or the Naval Facilities Engineering Com-
mand, except: (1) where there is a determination
of value by a Federal court; (2) purchases nego-
tiated by the Attorney General or the designee
of the Attorney General; (3) where the estimated
value is less than $25,000; or (4) as otherwise de-
termined by the Secretary of Defense to be in
the public interest.

SEC. 106. None of the funds made available in
this title shall be used to: (1) acquire land; (2)
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provide for site preparation; or (3) install utili-
ties for any family housing, except housing for
which funds have been made available in an-
nual Acts making appropriations for military
construction.

SEC. 107. None of the funds made available in
this title for minor construction may be used to
transfer or relocate any activity from one base
or installation to another, without prior notifi-
cation to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 108. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used for the procurement of
steel for any construction project or activity for
which American steel producers, fabricators,
and manufacturers have been denied the oppor-
tunity to compete for such steel procurement.

SEC. 109. None of the funds available to the
Department of Defense for military construction
or family housing during the current fiscal year
may be used to pay real property tares in any
foreign nation.

SEC. 110. None of the funds made available in
this title may be used to initiate a new installa-
tion overseas without prior notification to the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress.

SEC. 111. None of the funds made available in
this title may be obligated for architect and en-
gineer contracts estimated by the Government to
exceed $500,000 for projects to be accomplished
in Japan, in any North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation member country, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, unless such contracts
are awarded to United States firms or United
States firms in joint venture with host nation
firms.

SEC. 112. None of the funds made available in
this title for military construction in the United
States territories and possessions in the Pacific
and on Kwajalein Atoll, or in countries bor-
dering the Arabian Gulf, may be used to award
any contract estimated by the Government to ex-
ceed $1,000,000 to a foreign contractor: Provided,
That this section shall not be applicable to con-
tract awards for which the lowest responsive
and responsible bid of a United States con-
tractor exceeds the lowest responsive and re-
sponsible bid of a foreign contractor by greater
than 20 percent: Provided further, That this sec-
tion shall not apply to contract awards for mili-
tary construction on Kwajalein Atoll for which
the lowest responsive and responsible bid is sub-
mitted by a Marshallese contractor.

SEC. 113. The Secretary of Defense shall in-
form the appropriate committees of both Houses
of Congress, including the Committees on Ap-
propriations, of plans and scope of any pro-
posed military exercise involving United States
personnel 30 days prior to its occurring, if
amounts expended for construction, either tem-
porary or permanent, are anticipated to exceed
$3100,000.

SEC. 114. Funds appropriated to the Depart-
ment of Defense for construction in prior years
shall be available for construction authorized
for each such military department by the au-
thorizations enacted into law during the current
session of Congress.

SEC. 115. For military construction or family
housing projects that are being completed with
funds otherwise expired or lapsed for obligation,
expired or lapsed funds may be used to pay the
cost of associated supervision, inspection, over-
head, engineering and design on those projects
and on subsequent claims, if any.

SEC. 116. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, any funds made available to a military
department or defense agency for the construc-
tion of military projects may be obligated for a
military construction project or contract, or for
any portion of such a project or contract, at any
time before the end of the fourth fiscal year
after the fiscal year for which funds for such
project were made available, if the funds obli-
gated for such project: (1) are obligated from
funds available for military construction
projects; and (2) do not exceed the amount ap-
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propriated for such project, plus any amount by
which the cost of such project is increased pur-
suant to law.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 117. Subject to 30 days prior notification,
or 14 days for a notification provided in an elec-
tronic medium pursuant to sections 480 and 2883
of title 10, United States Code, to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress,
such additional amounts as may be determined
by the Secretary of Defense may be transferred
to: (1) the Department of Defense Family Hous-
ing Improvement Fund from amounts appro-
priated for construction in ‘“‘Family Housing’’
accounts, to be merged with and to be available
for the same purposes and for the same period of
time as amounts appropriated directly to the
Fund; or (2) the Department of Defense Military
Unaccompanied Housing Improvement Fund
from amounts appropriated for construction of
military unaccompanied housing in ‘‘Military
Construction’ accounts, to be merged with and
to be available for the same purposes and for the
same period of time as amounts appropriated di-
rectly to the Fund: Provided, That appropria-
tions made available to the Funds shall be
available to cover the costs, as defined in section
502(5) of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974,
of direct loans or loan guarantees issued by the
Department of Defense pursuant to the provi-
sions of subchapter IV of chapter 169 of title 10,
United States Code, pertaining to alternative
means of acquiring and improving military fam-
ily housing, military unaccompanied housing,
and supporting facilities.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 118. In addition to any other transfer au-
thority available to the Department of Defense,
amounts may be transferred from the Depart-
ment of Defense Base Closure Account to the
fund established by section 1013(d) of the Dem-
onstration Cities and Metropolitan Development
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) to pay for expenses
associated with the Homeowners Assistance Pro-
gram incurred under 42 U.S.C. 3374(a)(1)(A).
Any amounts transferred shall be merged with
and be available for the same purposes and for
the same time period as the fund to which trans-
ferred.

SEC. 119. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, funds made available in this title for op-
eration and maintenance of family housing
shall be the exclusive source of funds for repair
and maintenance of all family housing units, in-
cluding general or flag officer quarters: Pro-
vided, That not more than $35,000 per unit may
be spent annually for the maintenance and re-
pair of any general or flag officer quarters with-
out 30 days prior notification, or 14 days for a
notification provided in an electronic medium
pursuant to sections 480 and 2883 of title 10,
United States Code, to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress, except
that an after-the-fact notification shall be sub-
mitted if the limitation is exceeded solely due to
costs associated with environmental remediation
that could not be reasonably anticipated at the
time of the budget submission: Provided further,
That the Under Secretary of Defense (Comp-
troller) is to report annually to the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress
all operation and maintenance expenditures for
each individual general or flag officer quarters
for the prior fiscal year.

SEC. 120. Amounts contained in the Ford Is-
land Improvement Account established by sub-
section (h) of section 2814 of title 10, United
States Code, are appropriated and shall be
available until expended for the purposes speci-
fied in subsection (i)(1) of such section or until
transferred pursuant to subsection (i)(3) of such
section.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 121. During the 5-year period after ap-
propriations available in this Act to the Depart-
ment of Defense for military construction and
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family housing operation and maintenance and
construction have expired for obligation, upon a
determination that such appropriations will not
be necessary for the liquidation of obligations or
for making authorized adjustments to such ap-
propriations for obligations incurred during the
period of availability of such appropriations,
unobligated balances of such appropriations
may be transferred into the appropriation “For-
eign Currency Fluctuations, Construction, De-
fense’’, to be merged with and to be available for
the same time period and for the same purposes
as the appropriation to which transferred.

SEC. 122. (a) Except as provided in subsection
(b), none of the funds made available in this Act
may be used by the Secretary of the Army to re-
locate a unit in the Army that—

(1) performs a testing mission or function that
is mot performed by any other unit in the Army
and is specifically stipulated in title 10, United
States Code; and

(2) is located at a military installation at
which the total number of civilian employees of
the Department of the Army and Army con-
tractor personnel employed exceeds 10 percent of
the total number of members of the regular and
reserve components of the Army assigned to the
installation.

(b) EXCEPTION.—Subsection (a) shall not
apply if the Secretary of the Army certifies to
the congressional defense committees that in
proposing the relocation of the unit of the
Army, the Secretary complied with Army Regu-
lation 5-10 relating to the policy, procedures,
and responsibilities for Army stationing actions.

SEC. 123. Amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available in an account funded under the
headings in this title may be transferred among
projects and activities within the account in ac-
cordance with the reprogramming guidelines for
military construction and family housing con-
struction contained in Department of Defense
Financial Management Regulation 7000.14-R,
Volume 3, Chapter 7, of March 2011, as in effect
on the date of enactment of this Act.

SEC. 124. None of the funds made available in
this title may be obligated or expended for plan-
ning and design and construction of projects at
Arlington National Cemetery.

SEC. 125. For an additional amount for the ac-
counts and in the amounts specified, to remain
available until September 30, 2021:

“Military Construction, Army”’, $40,500,000;

“Military Construction, Navy and Marine
Corps’’, $227,099,000;

“Military Construction, Air Force”’,
$149,500,000;
“Military  Construction, Army  National

Guard”, $67,500,000;

“Military Construction, Air National Guard’’,
$11,000,000;

“Military  Construction,
$30,000,000:
Provided, That such funds may only be obli-
gated to carry out construction projects identi-
fied in the respective military department’s un-
funded priority list for fiscal year 2017 submitted
to Congress by the Secretary of Defense: Pro-
vided further, That such projects are subject to
authorization prior to obligation and expendi-
ture of funds to carry out construction: Pro-
vided further, That not later than 30 days after
enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the mili-
tary department concerned, or his or her des-
ignee, shall submit to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress an expend-
iture plan for funds provided under this section.

SEC. 126. For an additional amount for ‘‘Mili-
tary Construction, Navy and Marine Corps’’,
$89,400,000, to remain available until September
30, 2021: Provided, That, such funds may only
be obligated to carry out construction projects
identified by the Department of the Navy in its
June 8, 2016, unfunded priority list submission
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress detailing unfunded re-
programming and emergency construction re-
quirements: Provided further, That, not later

Army  Reserve’’,
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than 30 days after enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of the Navy, or his or her designee,
shall submit to the Committees an expenditure
plan for funds provided under this section.
(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 127. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able to the Department of Defense from prior
appropriation Acts, the following funds are
hereby rescinded from the following accounts in
the amounts specified:

“Military Construction, Army”’, $29,602,000;

“Military Construction, Air Force”’,
351,460,000,
“Military Construction, Defense-Wide’’,

$171,600,000, of which $30,000,000 are to be de-
rived from amounts made available for Missile
Defense Agency planning and design; and
“North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security
Investment Program’’, $30,000,000:
Provided, That no amounts may be rescinded
from amounts that were designated by the Con-
gress for Overseas Contingency Operations/
Global War on Terrorism or as an emergency re-
quirement pursuant to a concurrent resolution
on the budget or the Balanced Budget and
Emergency Deficit Control Act of 1985, as
amended.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 128. Of the unobligated balances made
available in prior appropriation Acts for the
fund established in section 1013(d) of the Dem-
onstration Cities and Metropolitan Development
Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 3374) (other than appro-
priations designated by law as being for contin-
gency operations directly related to the global
war on terrorism or as an emergency require-
ment), $25,000,000 are hereby rescinded.

SEC. 129. For the purposes of this Act, the
term ‘‘congressional defense committees’ means
the Committees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate, the Sub-
committee on Military Construction and Vet-
erans Affairs of the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate, and the Subcommittee on
Military Construction and Veterans Affairs of
the Committee on Appropriations of the House
of Representatives.

SEC. 130. None of the funds made available by
this Act may be used to carry out the closure or
realignment of the United States Naval Station,
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

SEC. 131. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, none of the funds appropriated or other-
wise made available by this or any other Act
may be used to consolidate or relocate any ele-
ment of a United States Air Force Rapid Engi-
neer Deployable Heavy Operational Repair
Squadron Engineer (RED HORSE) outside of
the United States until the Secretary of the Air
Force (1) completes an analysis and comparison
of the cost and infrastructure investment re-
quired to consolidate or relocate a RED HORSE
squadron outside of the United States versus
within the United States; (2) provides to the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress (‘‘the Committees’’) a report detailing
the findings of the cost analysis; and (3) cer-
tifies in writing to the Committees that the pre-
ferred site for the conmsolidation or relocation
yields the greatest savings for the Air Force:
Provided, That the term ‘‘United States’ in this
section does not include any territory or posses-
sion of the United States.

TITLE 11

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS

VETERANS BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION
COMPENSATION AND PENSIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For the payment of compensation benefits to
or on behalf of veterans and a pilot program for
disability examinations as authorized by section
107 and chapters 11, 13, 18, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of
title 38, United States Code; pension benefits to
or on behalf of veterans as authorized by chap-
ters 15, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United
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States Code; and burial benefits, the Reinstated
Entitlement Program for Survivors, emergency
and other officers’ retirement pay, adjusted-
service credits and certificates, payment of pre-
miums due on commercial life insurance policies
guaranteed under the provisions of title IV of
the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.
App. 541 et seq.) and for other benefits as au-
thorized by sections 107, 1312, 1977, and 2106,
and chapters 23, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38,
United States Code, $90,119,449,000, to remain
available until expended and to become avail-
able on October 1, 2017: Provided, That not to
exceed $17,224,000 of the amount made available
for fiscal year 2018 under this heading shall be
reimbursed to ‘‘General Operating Exrpenses,
Veterans Benefits Administration’, and ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’ for necessary ex-
penses in implementing the provisions of chap-
ters 51, 53, and 55 of title 38, United States Code,
the funding source for which is specifically pro-
vided as the “Compensation and Pensions’’ ap-
propriation: Provided further, That such sums
as may be earned on an actual qualifying pa-
tient basis, shall be reimbursed to ‘‘Medical Care
Collections Fund’ to augment the funding of
individual medical facilities for mursing home
care provided to pensioners as authorized.

READJUSTMENT BENEFITS

For the payment of readjustment and rehabili-
tation benefits to or on behalf of veterans as au-
thorized by chapters 21, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35, 36, 39,
41, 51, 53, 55, and 61 of title 38, United States
Code, $13,708,648,000, to remain available until
expended and to become available on October 1,
2017: Provided, That expenses for rehabilitation
program services and assistance which the Sec-
retary is authorized to provide under subsection
(a) of section 3104 of title 38, United States
Code, other than under paragraphs (1), (2), (5),
and (11) of that subsection, shall be charged to
this account.

VETERANS INSURANCE AND INDEMNITIES

For military and naval insurance, national
service life insurance, servicemen’s indemnities,
service-disabled wveterans insurance, and vet-
erans mortgage life insurance as authorized by
chapters 19 and 21, title 38, United States Code,
3124,504,000, to remain available until expended,
of which $107,899,000 shall become available on
October 1, 2017.

VETERANS HOUSING BENEFIT PROGRAM FUND

For the cost of direct and guaranteed loans,
such sums as may be necessary to carry out the
program, as authoriced by subchapters I
through III of chapter 37 of title 38, United
States Code: Provided, That such costs, includ-
ing the cost of modifying such loans, shall be as
defined in section 502 of the Congressional
Budget Act of 1974: Provided further, That, dur-
ing fiscal year 2017, within the resources avail-
able, not to exceed $500,000 in gross obligations
for direct loans are authorized for specially
adapted housing loans.

In addition, for administrative expenses to
carry out the direct and guaranteed loan pro-
grams, $198,856,000.

VOCATIONAL REHABILITATION LOANS PROGRAM
ACCOUNT

For the cost of direct loans, $36,000, as au-
thorized by chapter 31 of title 38, United States
Code: Provided, That such costs, including the
cost of modifying such loans, shall be as defined
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget Act
of 1974: Provided further, That funds made
available under this heading are available to
subsidize gross obligations for the principal
amount of direct loans not to exceed $2,517,000.

In addition, for administrative expenses nec-
essary to carry out the direct loan program,
$389,000, which may be paid to the appropria-
tion for ‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration’’.
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NATIVE AMERICAN VETERAN HOUSING LOAN
PROGRAM ACCOUNT

For administrative expenses to carry out the
direct loan program authoriced by subchapter V
of chapter 37 of title 38, United States Code,
$1,163,000.

GENERAL OPERATING EXPENSES, VETERANS
BENEFITS ADMINISTRATION

For necessary operating expenses of the Vet-
erans Benefits Administration, not otherwise
provided for, including hire of passenger motor
vehicles, reimbursement of the General Services
Administration for security guard services, and
reimbursement of the Department of Defense for
the cost of overseas employee  mail,
$2,856,160,000: Provided, That expenses for serv-
ices and assistance authorized under para-
graphs (1), (2), (5), and (11) of section 3104(a) of
title 38, United States Code, that the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs determines are mecessary to
enable entitled veterans: (1) to the marimum ex-
tent feasible, to become employable and to ob-
tain and maintain suitable employment; or (2) to
achieve maximum independence in daily living,
shall be charged to this account: Provided fur-
ther, That, of the funds made available under
this heading, not to exceed 5 percent shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018.

VETERANS HEALTH ADMINISTRATION
MEDICAL SERVICES

For necessary expenses for furnishing, as au-
thoriced by law, inpatient and outpatient care
and treatment to beneficiaries of the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs and veterans described
in section 1705(a) of title 38, United States Code,
including care and treatment in facilities not
under the jurisdiction of the Department, and
including medical supplies and equipment, bio-
engineering services, food services, and salaries
and expenses of healthcare employees hired
under title 38, United States Code, aid to State
homes as authorized by section 1741 of title 38,
United States Code, assistance and support serv-
ices for caregivers as authorized by section
1720G of title 38, United States Code, loan re-
payments authorized by section 604 of the Care-
givers and Veterans Omnibus Health Services
Act of 2010 (Public Law 111-163; 124 Stat. 1174;
38 U.S.C. 7681 note), and hospital care and med-
ical services authorized by section 1787 of title
38, United States Code; $1,078,993,000, which
shall be in addition to funds previously appro-
priated under this heading that become avail-
able on October 1, 2016; and, in addition,
$44,886,554,000, plus reimbursements, shall be-
come available on October 1, 2017, and shall re-
main available until September 30, 2018: Pro-
vided, That, of the amount made available on
October 1, 2017, wunder this heading,
$1,400,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019: Provided further, That, not-
withstanding any other provision of law, the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish a
priority for the provision of medical treatment
for veterans who have service-connected disabil-
ities, lower income, or have special needs: Pro-
vided further, That, notwithstanding any other
provision of law, the Secretary of Veterans Af-
fairs shall give priority funding for the provi-
sion of basic medical benefits to veterans in en-
rollment priority groups 1 through 6: Provided
further, That, notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may authorize the dispensing of prescription
drugs from Veterans Health Administration fa-
cilities to enrolled veterans with privately writ-
ten prescriptions based on requirements estab-
lished by the Secretary: Provided further, That
the implementation of the program described in
the previous proviso shall incur mo additional
cost to the Department of Veterans Affairs: Pro-
vided further, That the Secretary of Veterans
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Affairs shall ensure that sufficient amounts ap-
propriated under this heading for medical sup-
plies and equipment are available for the acqui-
sition of prosthetics designed specifically for fe-
male veterans: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall provide access
to therapeutic listening devices to wveterans
struggling with mental health related problems,
substance abuse, or traumatic brain injury.
MEDICAL COMMUNITY CARE

For necessary expenses for furnishing health
care to individuals pursuant to chapter 17 of
title 38, United States Code, at non-Department
facilities, $7,246,181,000, plus reimbursements, of
which $2,000,000,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2020; and, in addition,
$9,409,118,000 shall become available on October
1, 2017, and shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That of the amount
made available on October 1, 2017, $1,500,000,000
shall remain available until September 30, 2021.

MEDICAL SUPPORT AND COMPLIANCE

For necessary expenses in the administration
of the medical, hospital, nursing home, domi-
ciliary, construction, supply, and research ac-
tivities, as authorized by law; administrative ex-
penses in support of capital policy activities;
and administrative and legal expenses of the
Department for collecting and recovering
amounts owed the Department as authorized
under chapter 17 of title 38, United States Code,
and the Federal Medical Care Recovery Act (42
U.S.C. 2651 et seq.), $6,654,480,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall become available on October 1,
2017, and shall remain available until September
30, 2018: Provided, That, of the amount made
available on October 1, 2017, under this heading,
$100,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019.

MEDICAL FACILITIES

For mecessary expenses for the maintenance
and operation of hospitals, nursing homes,
domiciliary facilities, and other necessary facili-
ties of the Veterans Health Administration; for
administrative expenses in support of planning,
design, project management, real property ac-
quisition and disposition, construction, and ren-
ovation of any facility under the jurisdiction or
for the use of the Department; for oversight, en-
gineering, and architectural activities not
charged to project costs; for repairing, altering,
improving, or providing facilities in the several
hospitals and homes under the jurisdiction of
the Department, not otherwise provided for, ei-
ther by contract or by the hire of temporary em-
ployees and purchase of materials; for leases of
facilities; and for laundry services; $247,668,000,
which shall be in addition to funds previously
appropriated under this heading that become
available on October 1, 2016; and, in addition,
$5,434,880,000, plus reimbursements, shall become
available on October 1, 2017, and shall remain
available until September 30, 2018: Provided,
That, of the amount made available on October
1, 2017, under this heading, $250,000,000 shall re-
main available until September 30, 2019.

MEDICAL AND PROSTHETIC RESEARCH

For mecessary expenses in carrying out pro-
grams of medical and prosthetic research and
development as authorized by chapter 73 of title
38, United States Code, 3675,366,000, plus reim-
bursements, shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided, That the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall ensure that sufficient
amounts appropriated under this heading are
available for prosthetic research specifically for
female wveterans, and for toxic exposure re-
search.

NATIONAL CEMETERY ADMINISTRATION

For necessary expenses of the National Ceme-
tery Administration for operations and mainte-
nance, not otherwise provided for, including
uniforms or allowances therefor; cemeterial ex-
penses as authoriced by law; purchase of one
passenger motor vehicle for use in cemeterial op-
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erations; hire of passenger motor vehicles; and
repair, alteration or improvement of facilities
under the jurisdiction of the National Cemetery
Administration, $286,193,000, of which not to ex-
ceed 10 percent shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2018.

DEPARTMENTAL ADMINISTRATION
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For mecessary operating expenses of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, not otherwise pro-
vided for, including administrative erpenses in
support of Department-wide capital planning,
management and policy activities, uniforms, or
allowances therefor; not to exceed $25,000 for of-
ficial reception and representation expenses;
hire of passenger motor vehicles; and reimburse-
ment of the General Services Administration for
security guard services, $345,391,000, of which
not to exceed 5 percent shall remain available
until September 30, 2018: Provided, That funds
provided under this heading may be transferred
to ““General Operating Expenses, Veterans Ben-
efits Administration’’.

BOARD OF VETERANS APPEALS

For necessary operating expenses of the Board
of Veterans Appeals, $156,096,000, of which not
to exceed 10 percent shall remain available until
September 30, 2018.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

For necessary expenses for information tech-
nology systems and telecommunications support,
including developmental information systems
and operational information systems; for pay
and associated costs; and for the capital asset
acquisition of information technology systems,
including management and related contractual
costs of said acquisitions, including contractual
costs associated with operations authorized by
section 3109 of title 5, United States Code,
34,278,259,000, plus reimbursements: Provided,
That $1,272,548,000 shall be for pay and associ-
ated costs, of which not to exceed $37,100,000
shall remain available until September 30, 2018:
Provided further, That $2,534,442,000 shall be for
operations and maintenance, of which not to ex-
ceed $180,200,000 shall remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided further, That
$471,269,000 shall be for information technology
systems development, modernization, and en-
hancement, and shall remain available until
September 30, 2018: Provided further, That
amounts made available for information tech-
nology systems development, modernization, and
enhancement may not be obligated or expended
until the Secretary of Veterans Affairs or the
Chief Information Officer of the Department of
Veterans Affairs submits to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress a
certification of the amounts, in parts or in full,
to be obligated and expended for each develop-
ment project: Provided further, That amounts
made available for salaries and expenses, oper-
ations and maintenance, and information tech-
nology systems development, modernization, and
enhancement may be transferred among the
three subaccounts after the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs requests from the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress the
authority to make the transfer and an approval
is issued: Provided further, That amounts made
available for the ‘‘Information Technology Sys-
tems’’ account for development, modernization,
and enhancement may be transferred among
projects or to mewly defined projects: Provided
further, That no project may be increased or de-
creased by more than $1,000,000 of cost prior to
submitting a request to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress to make
the transfer and an approval is issued, or absent
a response, a period of 30 days has elapsed: Pro-
vided further, That funds under this heading
may be used by the Interagency Program Office
through the Department of Veterans Affairs to
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define data standards, code sets, and value sets
used to enable interoperability: Provided fur-
ther, That of the funds made available for infor-
mation technology systems development, mod-
ernization, and enhancement for VistA Evo-
lution or any successor program, not more than
25 percent may be obligated or expended until
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs:

(1) submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the VistA Evo-
lution Business Case and supporting documents
regarding continuation of VistA Evolution or al-
ternatives to VistA Evolution, including an
analysis of mecessary or desired capabilities,
technical and security requirements, the plan
for modernizing the platform framework, and all
associated costs;

(2) submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, and such Com-
mittees approve, the following: a report that de-
scribes a strategic plan for VistA Evolution, or
any successor program, and the associated im-
plementation plan including metrics and
timelines; a master schedule and lifecycle cost
estimate for VistA Evolution or any successor;
and an implementation plan for the transition
from the Project Management Accountability
System to a new project delivery framework, the
Veteran-focused Integration Process, that in-
cludes the methodology by which projects will
be tracked, progress measured, and deliverables
evaluated;

(3) submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress a report out-
lining the strategic plan to reach interoper-
ability with private sector healthcare providers,
the timeline for reaching ‘‘meaningful use’’ as
defined by the Office of National Coordinator
for Health Information Technology for each
data domain covered under the VistA Evolution
program, and the extent to which the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs leverages the State
Health Information Exchanges to share health
data with private sector providers;

(4) submits to the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress, and such Com-
mittees approve, the following: a report that de-
scribes the extent to which VistA Evolution, or
any successor program, mazximizes the use of
commercially available software used by DoD
and the private sector, requires an open archi-
tecture that leverages best practices and rapidly
adapts to technologies produced by the private
sector, enhances full interoperability between
the VA and DoD and between VA and the pri-
vate sector, and ensures the security of person-
ally identifiable information of veterans and
beneficiaries; and

(5) certifies in writing to the Committees on
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress that
the Department of Veterans Affairs has met the
requirements contained in the National Defense
Authorization Act of Fiscal Year 2014 (Public
Law 113-66) which require that electronic health
record systems of the Department of Defense
and the Department of Veterans Affairs have
reached interoperability, comply with national
standards and architectural requirements iden-
tified by the DoD/VA Interagency Program Of-
fice in collaboration with the Office of National
Coordinator for Health Information Technology:
Provided further, That the funds made available
under this heading for information technology
systems development, modernization, and en-
hancement, shall be for the projects, and in the
amounts, specified under this heading in the
joint explanatory statement accompanying this
Act.

OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL

For mecessary expenses of the Office of In-
spector General, to include information tech-
nology, in carrying out the provisions of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.),
$160,106,000, of which not to exceed 10 percent
shall remain available until September 30, 2018.

CONSTRUCTION, MAJOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and im-

proving any of the facilities, including parking
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projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, or for any
of the purposes set forth in sections 316, 2404,
2406 and chapter 81 of title 38, United States
Code, mnot otherwise provided for, including
planning, architectural and engineering serv-
ices, construction management services, mainte-
nance or guarantee period services costs associ-
ated with equipment guarantees provided under
the project, services of claims analysts, offsite
utility and storm drainage system construction
costs, and site acquisition, where the estimated
cost of a project is more than the amount set
forth in section 8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United
States Code, or where funds for a project were
made available in a previous major project ap-
propriation, $528,110,000, of which $478,110,000
shall remain available until September 30, 2021,
and of which $50,000,000 shall remain available
until expended: Provided, That except for ad-
vance planning activities, including needs as-
sessments which may or may not lead to capital
investments, and other capital asset manage-
ment related activities, including portfolio devel-
opment and management activities, and invest-
ment strategy studies funded through the ad-
vance planning fund and the planning and de-
sign activities funded through the design fund,
including needs assessments which may or may
not lead to capital investments, and salaries and
associated costs of the resident engineers who

oversee those capital investments funded
through this account and contracting officers
who manage specific major construction

projects, and funds provided for the purchase,
security, and maintenance of land for the Na-
tional Cemetery Administration through the
land acquisition line item, none of the funds
made available under this heading shall be used
for any project that has not been notified to
Congress through the budgetary process or that
has not been approved by the Congress through
statute, joint resolution, or in the explanatory
statement accompanying such Act and pre-
sented to the President at the time of enroll-
ment: Provided further, That funds made avail-
able under this heading for fiscal year 2017, for
each approved project shall be obligated: (1) by
the awarding of a construction documents con-
tract by September 30, 2017; and (2) by the
awarding of a construction contract by Sep-
tember 30, 2018: Provided further, That the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall promptly submit
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress a written report on any ap-
proved major construction project for which ob-
ligations are not incurred within the time limi-
tations established above: Provided further,
That, of the amount made available under this
heading, $222,620,000 for Veterans Health Ad-
ministration magjor construction projects shall
not be available until the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs—

(1) enters into an agreement with an appro-
priate non-Department of Veterans Affairs Fed-
eral entity to serve as the design and/or con-
struction agent for any Veterans Health Admin-
istration major construction project with a Total
Estimated Cost of $100,000,000 or above by pro-
viding full project management services, includ-
ing management of the project design, acquisi-
tion, construction, and contract changes, con-
sistent with section 502 of Public Law 114-58;
and

(2) certifies in writing that such an agreement
is executed and intended to minimice or prevent
subsequent major construction project cost over-
runs and provides a copy of the agreement en-
tered into and any required supplementary in-
formation to the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress.

CONSTRUCTION, MINOR PROJECTS

For constructing, altering, extending, and im-
proving any of the facilities, including parking
projects, under the jurisdiction or for the use of
the Department of Veterans Affairs, including
planning and assessments of needs which may
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lead to capital investments, architectural and
engineering services, maintenance or guarantee
period services costs associated with equipment
guarantees provided under the project, services
of claims analysts, offsite utility and storm
drainage system construction costs, and site ac-
quisition, or for any of the purposes set forth in
sections 316, 2404, 2406 and chapter 81 of title 38,
United States Code, not otherwise provided for,
where the estimated cost of a project is equal to
or less than the amount set forth in section
8104(a)(3)(A) of title 38, United States Code,
$372,069,000, to remain available until September
30, 2021, along with unobligated balances of pre-
vious ‘‘Construction, Minor Projects’” appro-
priations which are hereby made available for
any project where the estimated cost is equal to
or less than the amount set forth in such sec-
tion: Provided, That funds made available
under this heading shall be for: (1) repairs to
any of the nonmedical facilities under the juris-
diction or for the use of the Department which
are necessary because of loss or damage caused
by any natural disaster or catastrophe; and (2)
temporary measures necessary to prevent or to
minimize further loss by such causes.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF STATE EXTENDED
CARE FACILITIES

For grants to assist States to acquire or con-
struct State nursing home and domiciliary fa-
cilities and to remodel, modify, or alter existing
hospital, nursing home, and domiciliary facili-
ties in State homes, for furnishing care to vet-
erans as authorized by sections 8131 through
8137 of title 38, United States Code, $90,000,000,
to remain available until expended.

GRANTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF VETERANS
CEMETERIES

For grants to assist States and tribal organi-
zations in establishing, expanding, or improving
veterans cemeteries as authorized by section
2408 of title 38, United States Code, $45,000,000,
to remain available until expended.

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 201. Any appropriation for fiscal year
2017 for ‘‘Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘“‘Read-
justment Benefits’”’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance
and Indemnities’” may be transferred as mnec-
essary to any other of the mentioned appropria-
tions: Provided, That, before a transfer may
take place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall request from the Committees on Appropria-
tions of both Houses of Congress the authority
to make the transfer and such Committees issue
an approval, or absent a response, a period of 30
days has elapsed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 202. Amounts made available for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2017, in this or any other Act, under the ‘“Med-
ical Services’, ‘‘Medical Community Care’’,
“Medical Support and Compliance’’, and ‘‘Med-
ical Facilities”” accounts may be transferred
among the accounts: Provided, That any trans-
fers among the ‘‘Medical Services’, ‘‘Medical
Community Care”’, and ‘“Medical Support and
Compliance’ accounts of 1 percent or less of the
total amount appropriated to the account in this
or any other Act may take place subject to noti-
fication from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
to the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress of the amount and purpose
of the transfer: Provided further, That any
transfers among the ‘‘Medical Services’’, ‘‘Med-
ical Community Care”’, and ‘‘Medical Support
and Compliance’ accounts in excess of 1 per-
cent, or exceeding the cumulative 1 percent for
the fiscal year, may take place only after the
Secretary requests from the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress the au-
thority to make the transfer and an approval is
issued: Provided further, That any transfers to
or from the ‘‘Medical Facilities’’ account may
take place only after the Secretary requests from
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the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress the authority to make the
transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 203. Appropriations available in this title
for salaries and expenses shall be available for
services authoriced by section 3109 of title 5,
United States Code; hire of passenger motor ve-
hicles; lease of a facility or land or both; and
uniforms or allowances therefore, as authorized
by sections 5901 through 5902 of title 5, United
States Code.

SEC. 204. No appropriations in this title (ex-
cept the appropriations for ‘‘Construction,
Major Projects’’, and ‘‘Construction, Minor
Projects’’) shall be available for the purchase of
any site for or toward the construction of any
new hospital or home.

SEC. 205. No appropriations in this title shall
be available for hospitalization or examination
of any persons (except beneficiaries entitled to
such hospitalization or examination under the
laws providing such benefits to veterans, and
persons receiving such treatment under sections
7901 through 7904 of title 5, United States Code,
or the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and
Emergency Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 5121 et
seq.)), unless reimbursement of the cost of such
hospitalization or erxamination is made to the
“Medical Services’’ account at such rates as
may be fired by the Secretary of Veterans Af-

fairs.
SEC. 206. Appropriations available in this title
for “Compensation and Pensions’’, ‘‘Readjust-

ment Benefits’’, and ‘‘Veterans Insurance and
Indemnities’’ shall be available for payment of
prior year accrued obligations required to be re-
corded by law against the corresponding prior
year accounts within the last quarter of fiscal
year 2016.

SEC. 207. Appropriations available in this title
shall be available to pay prior year obligations
of corresponding prior year appropriations ac-
counts resulting from sections 3328(a), 3334, and
3712(a) of title 31, United States Code, except
that if such obligations are from trust fund ac-
counts they shall be payable only from ‘“‘Com-
pensation and Pensions’ .

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 208. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, during fiscal year 2017, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall, from the National Serv-
ice Life Insurance Fund under section 1920 of
title 38, United States Code, the Veterans’ Spe-
cial Life Insurance Fund under section 1923 of
title 38, United States Code, and the United
States Government Life Insurance Fund under
section 1955 of title 38, United States Code, reim-
burse the ‘“‘General Operating Expenses, Vet-
erans Benefits Administration’ and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’ accounts for the cost
of administration of the insurance programs fi-
nanced through those accounts: Provided, That
reimbursement shall be made only from the sur-
plus earnings accumulated in such an insurance
program during fiscal year 2017 that are avail-
able for dividends in that program after claims
have been paid and actuarially determined re-
serves have been set aside: Provided further,
That if the cost of administration of such an in-
surance program exceeds the amount of surplus
earnings accumulated in that program, reim-
bursement shall be made only to the extent of
such surplus earnings: Provided further, That
the Secretary shall determine the cost of admin-
istration for fiscal year 2017 which is properly
allocable to the provision of each such insur-
ance program and to the provision of any total
disability income insurance included in that in-
surance program.

SEC. 209. Amounts deducted from enhanced-
use lease proceeds to reimburse an account for
expenses incurred by that account during a
prior fiscal year for providing enhanced-use
lease services, may be obligated during the fiscal
year in which the proceeds are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 210. Funds available in this title or funds

for salaries and other administrative expenses
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shall also be available to reimburse the Office of
Resolution Management of the Department of
Veterans Affairs and the Office of Employment
Discrimination Complaint Adjudication under
section 319 of title 38, United States Code, for all
services provided at rates which will recover ac-
tual costs but not to exceed $47,668,000 for the
Office of Resolution Management and $3,932,000
for the Office of Employment Discrimination
Complaint Adjudication: Provided, That pay-
ments may be made in advance for services to be
furnished based on estimated costs: Provided
further, That amounts received shall be credited
to the “‘General Administration’’ and ‘‘Informa-
tion Technology Systems’ accounts for use by
the office that provided the service.

SEC. 211. No funds of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall be available for hospital
care, nursing home care, or medical services pro-
vided to any person under chapter 17 of title 38,
United States Code, for a non-service-connected
disability described in section 1729(a)(2) of such
title, unless that person has disclosed to the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs, in such form as the
Secretary may require, current, accurate third-
party reimbursement information for purposes of
section 1729 of such title: Provided, That the
Secretary may recover, in the same manner as
any other debt due the United States, the rea-
sonable charges for such care or services from
any person who does not make such disclosure
as required: Provided further, That any
amounts so recovered for care or services pro-
vided in a prior fiscal year may be obligated by
the Secretary during the fiscal year in which
amounts are received.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 212. Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, proceeds or revenues derived from en-
hanced-use leasing activities (including dis-
posal) may be deposited into the ‘‘Construction,
Major Projects” and ‘‘Construction, Minor
Projects’ accounts and be used for construction
(including site acquisition and disposition), al-
terations, and improvements of any medical fa-
cility under the jurisdiction or for the use of the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Such sums as
realized are in addition to the amount provided
for in ‘“‘Construction, Major Projects’’ and
“Construction, Minor Projects’’.

SEC. 213. Amounts made available under
“Medical Services” are available—

(1) for furnishing recreational facilities, sup-
plies, and equipment; and

(2) for funeral expenses, burial expenses, and
other expenses incidental to funerals and bur-
ials for beneficiaries receiving care in the De-
partment.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 214. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code,
may be transferred to the ‘‘Medical Services’
and ‘‘Medical Community Care’’ accounts to re-
main available until expended for the purposes
of these accounts.

SEC. 215. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may enter into agreements with Federally
Qualified Health Centers in the State of Alaska
and Indian tribes and tribal organizations
which are party to the Alaska Native Health
Compact with the Indian Health Service, to pro-
vide healthcare, including behavioral health
and dental care, to veterans in rural Alaska.
The Secretary shall require participating vet-
erans and facilities to comply with all appro-
priate rules and regulations, as established by
the Secretary. The term ‘“‘rural Alaska’ shall
mean those lands which are not within the
boundaries of the municipality of Anchorage or
the Fairbanks North Star Borough.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 216. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Department of Veterans Affairs Capital
Asset Fund pursuant to section 8118 of title 38,
United States Code, may be transferred to the
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“Construction, Major Projects’” and ‘‘Construc-
tion, Minor Projects’ accounts, to remain avail-
able until expended for the purposes of these ac-
counts.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 217. Of the amounts appropriated in title
II of division J of Public Law 114-113 under the
heading ‘“‘Medical Services’”’ which become
available on October 1, 2016, $7,246,181,000 are
hereby rescinded.

SEC. 218. Not later than 30 days after the end
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a report
on the financial status of the Department of
Veterans Affairs for the preceding quarter: Pro-
vided, That, at a minimum, the report shall in-
clude the direction contained in the paragraph
entitled ‘‘Quarterly reporting’’, under the head-
ing ‘‘General Administration’ in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying this Act.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 219. Amounts made available under the
“Medical Services”’, ‘‘Medical Community
Care”, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compliance’’,
“Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘General Operating Ex-
penses, Veterans Benefits Administration’,
“General Administration’, and ‘‘National Cem-
etery Administration’’ accounts for fiscal year
2017 may be transferred to or from the ‘‘Infor-
mation Technology Systems’ account: Provided,
That such transfers may not result in a more
than 10 percent aggregate increase in the total
amount made available by this Act for the “‘In-
formation Technology Systems’ account: Pro-
vided further, That, before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and an approval is issued.

SEC. 220. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available by this Act or any
other Act for the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs may be used in a manner that is incon-
sistent with: (1) section 842 of the Transpor-
tation, Treasury, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the Judiciary, the District of Columbia,
and Independent Agencies Appropriations Act,
2006 (Public Law 109-115; 119 Stat. 2506); or (2)
section 8110(a)(5) of title 38, United States Code.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 221. Of the amounts appropriated to the
Department of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2017 for ‘‘Medical Services”’, ‘‘Medical Commu-
nity Care’, ‘“‘Medical Support and Compli-
ance’’, ‘“‘Medical Facilities’’, ‘‘Construction,
Minor Projects’”, and ‘‘Information Technology
Systems”, up to $274,731,000, plus reimburse-
ments, may be transferred to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public
Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 3571) and may be used for
operation of the facilities designated as com-
bined Federal medical facilities as described by
section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided,
That additional funds may be transferred from
accounts designated in this section to the Joint
Department of Defense-Department of Veterans
Affairs Medical Facility Demonstration Fund
upon written notification by the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress: Provided
further, That section 223 of title II of division J
of Public Law 114-113 is repealed.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 222. Of the amounts appropriated to the
Department of Veterans Affairs which become
available on October 1, 2017, for ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices”’, ‘“‘Medical Community Care’”’, ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’, and ‘‘Medical Facili-
ties”, up to $280,802,000, plus reimbursements,
may be transferred to the Joint Department of
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Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs Medical
Facility Demonstration Fund, established by
section 1704 of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84;
123 Stat. 3571) and may be used for operation of
the facilities designated as combined Federal
medical facilities as described by section 706 of
the Duncan Hunter National Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110—417; 122 Stat. 4500): Provided, That addi-
tional funds may be transferred from accounts
designated in this section to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund upon
written notification by the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs to the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 223. Such sums as may be deposited to
the Medical Care Collections Fund pursuant to
section 1729A of title 38, United States Code, for
healthcare provided at facilities designated as
combined Federal medical facilities as described
by section 706 of the Duncan Hunter National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009
(Public Law 110-417; 122 Stat. 4500) shall also be
available: (1) for transfer to the Joint Depart-
ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Facility Demonstration Fund, estab-
lished by section 1704 of the National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public
Law 111-84; 123 Stat. 3571); and (2) for oper-
ations of the facilities designated as combined
Federal medical facilities as described by section
706 of the Duncan Hunter National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009 (Public Law
110-417; 122 Stat. 4500).

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 224. Of the amounts available in this title
for “Medical Services”’, ‘“Medical Community
Care’’, “Medical Support and Compliance’’, and
“Medical Facilities”’, a minimum of $15,000,000
shall be transferred to the DOD-V A Health Care
Sharing Incentive Fund, as authoriced by sec-
tion 8111(d) of title 38, United States Code, to re-
main available until expended, for any purpose
authorized by section 8111 of title 38, United
States Code.

SEC. 225. None of the funds available to the
Department of Veterans Affairs, in this or any
other Act, may be used to replace the current
system by which the Veterans Integrated Service
Networks select and contract for diabetes moni-
toring supplies and equipment.

SEC. 226. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall notify the Committees on Appropriations
of both Houses of Congress of all bid savings in
a major construction project that total at least
$5,000,000, or 5 percent of the programmed
amount of the project, whichever is less: Pro-
vided, That such notification shall occur within
14 days of a contract identifying the pro-
grammed amount: Provided further, That the
Secretary shall notify the Committees on Appro-
priations of both Houses of Congress 14 days
prior to the obligation of such bid savings and
shall describe the anticipated use of such sav-
ings.

SEC. 227. None of the funds made available for
“Construction, Major Projects’’ may be used for
a project in excess of the scope specified for that
project in the original justification data pro-
vided to the Congress as part of the request for
appropriations unless the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs receives approval from the Committees
on Appropriations of both Houses of Congress.

SEC. 228. Not later than 30 days after the end
of each fiscal quarter, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a quar-
terly report containing performance measures
and data from each Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration Regional Office: Provided, That, at a
minimum, the report shall include the direction
contained in the section entitled ‘‘Disability
claims backlog’, under the heading ‘‘General
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Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Adminis-
tration’ in the joint explanatory statement ac-
companying this Act.

SEC. 229. Of the funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2017 for
“Medical Support and Compliance’’ a maximum
of $40,000,000 may be obligated from the ‘‘Med-
ical Support and Compliance’’ account for the
VistA Evolution and electronic health record
interoperability projects: Provided, That funds
in addition to these amounts may be obligated
for the VistA Evolution and electronic health
record interoperability projects upon written no-
tification by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
the Committees on Appropriations of both
Houses of Congress.

SEC. 230. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide written notification to the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress 15 days prior to organizational changes
which result in the transfer of 25 or more full-
time equivalents from one organizational unit of
the Department of Veterans Affairs to another.

SEC. 231. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall provide on a quarterly basis to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress notification of any single national out-
reach and awareness marketing campaign in
which obligations exceed $2,000,000.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 232. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs,
upon determination that such action is nec-
essary to address meeds of the Veterans Health
Administration, may transfer to the ‘‘Medical
Services” account any discretionary appropria-
tions made available for fiscal year 2017 in this
title (except appropriations made to the ‘“‘Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration’’ account) or any discretionary un-
obligated balances within the Department of
Veterans Affairs, including those appropriated
for fiscal year 2017, that were provided in ad-
vance by appropriations Acts: Provided, That
transfers shall be made only with the approval
of the Office of Management and Budget: Pro-
vided further, That the transfer authority pro-
vided in this section is in addition to any other
transfer authority provided by law: Provided
further, That no amounts may be transferred
from amounts that were designated by Congress
as an emergency requirement pursuant to a con-
current resolution on the budget or the Bal-
anced Budget and Emergency Deficit Control
Act of 1985: Provided further, That such author-
ity to transfer may not be used unless for higher
priority items, based on emergent healthcare re-
quirements, than those for which originally ap-
propriated and in no case where the item for
which funds are requested has been denied by
Congress: Provided further, That, upon deter-
mination that all or part of the funds trans-
ferred from an appropriation are not necessary,
such amounts may be transferred back to that
appropriation and shall be available for the
same purposes as originally appropriated: Pro-
vided further, That before a transfer may take
place, the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall re-
quest from the Committees on Appropriations of
both Houses of Congress the authority to make
the transfer and receive approval of that re-
quest.

(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS)

SEC. 233. Amounts made available for the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2017, under the ‘‘Board of Veterans Appeals’
and the “‘General Operating Expenses, Veterans
Benefits Administration’ accounts may be
transferred between such accounts: Provided,
That before a transfer may take place, the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs shall request from the
Committees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress the authority to make the transfer and
receive approval of that request.

SEC. 234. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may not reprogram funds among major con-
struction projects or programs if such instance
of reprogramming will exceed $5,000,000, unless
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such reprogramming is approved by the Commit-
tees on Appropriations of both Houses of Con-
gress.

(RESCISSION OF FUNDS)

SEC. 235. Of the unobligated balances avail-
able within the “DOD-VA Health Care Sharing
Incentive Fund’’, $40,000,000 are hereby re-
scinded.

(RESCISSIONS OF FUNDS)

SEC. 236. Of the discretionary funds made
available in Public Law 114-113 for the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year 2017,
$134,000,000 are rescinded from ‘‘Medical Serv-
ices”’, $26,000,000 are rescinded from ‘‘Medical
Support and Compliance’’, and $9,000,000 are re-
scinded from ‘‘Medical Facilities’ .

SEC. 237. The amounts otherwise made avail-
able by this Act for the following accounts of
the Department of Veterans Affairs are hereby
reduced by the following amounts:

(1) ‘“Veterans Health Administration—Medical
and Prosthetic Research’’, $2,000,000.

(2) ‘““Departmental Administration—Board of
Veterans Appeals’’, $500,000.

(3) “Veterans Benefits Administration—Gen-
eral Operating Expenses, Veterans Benefits Ad-
ministration’’, $12,000,000.

(4) “Departmental Administration—Informa-
tion Technology Systems’’, $8,000,000.

(5) “Departmental Administration—Office of
Inspector General’’, $500,000.

SEC. 238. The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall ensure that the toll-free suicide hotline
under section 1720F(h) of title 38, United States
Code—

(1) provides to individuals who contact the
hotline immediate assistance from a trained pro-
fessional; and

(2) adheres to all requirements of the Amer-
ican Association of Suicidology.

SEC. 239. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall treat a marriage and family therapist de-
scribed in subsection (b) as qualified to serve as
a marriage and family therapist in the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, regardless of any re-
quirements established by the Commission on
Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy
Education.

(b) A marriage and family therapist described
in this subsection is a therapist who meets each
of the following criteria:

(1) Has a masters or higher degree in marriage
and family therapy, or a related field, from a re-
gionally accredited institution.

(2) Is licensed as a marriage and family thera-
pist in a State (as defined in section 101(20) of
title 38, United States Code) and possesses the
highest level of licensure offered from the State.

(3) Has passed the Association of Marital and
Family Therapy Regulatory Board Examination
in Marital and Family Therapy or a related ex-
amination for licensure administered by a State
(as so defined).

SEC. 240. None of the funds in this or any
other Act may be used to close Department of
Veterans Affairs (VA) hospitals, domiciliaries,
or clinics, conduct an environmental assessment,
or to diminish healthcare services at existing
Veterans Health Administration medical facili-
ties located in Veterans Integrated Service Net-
work 23 as part of a planned realignment of VA
services until the Secretary provides to the Com-
mittees on Appropriations of both Houses of
Congress a report including the following ele-
ments:

(1) a national realignment strategy that in-
cludes a detailed description of realignment
plans within each Veterans Integrated Service
Network (VISN), including an updated Long
Range Capital Plan to implement realignment
requirements;

(2) an explanation of the process by which
those plans were developed and coordinated
within each VISN;

(3) a cost vs. benefit analysis of each planned
realignment, including the cost of replacing Vet-
erans Health Administration services with con-
tract care or other outsourced services;
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(4) an analysis of how any such planned re-
alignment of services will impact access to care
for wveterans living in rural or highly rural
areas, including travel distances and transpor-
tation costs to access a VA medical facility and
availability of local specialty and primary care;

(5) an inventory of VA buildings with historic
designation and the methodology used to deter-
mine the buildings’ condition and utilization;

(6) a description of how any realignment will
be consistent with requirements under the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act; and

(7) conmsideration given for reuse of historic
buildings within newly identified realignment
requirements: Provided, That, this provision
shall not apply to capital projects in VISN 23, or
any other VISN, which have been authorized or
approved by Congress.

SEC. 241. None of the funds appropriated in
this or prior appropriations Acts or otherwise
made available to the Department of Veterans
Affairs may be used to transfer any amounts
from the Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation
Fund to any other account within the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 242. Paragraph (3) of section 403(a) of the
Veterans’ Mental Health and Other Care Im-
provements Act of 2008 (Public Law 110-387; 38
U.S.C. 1703 note) is amended to read as follows:

““(3) DURATION.—A veteran may receive health
services under this section during the period be-
ginning on the date specified in paragraph (2)
and ending on September 30, 2017.”".

SEC. 243. (a) Section 1722A(a) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

‘““(4) Paragraph (1) does not apply to opioid
antagonists furnished under this chapter to a
veteran who is at high risk for overdose of a
specific medication or substance in order to re-
verse the effect of such an overdose.”’.

(b) Section 1710(g)(3) of such title is amend-
ed—

(1) by striking “with respect to home health
services’’ and inserting ‘‘with respect to the fol-
lowing:”

‘““(A) Home health services’’; and

(2) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“(B) Education on the use of opioid antago-
nists to reverse the effects of overdoses of spe-
cific medications or substances.”.

SEC. 244. Section 312 of title 38, United States
Code, is amended in subsection (c)(1) by striking
the phrase ‘‘that makes a recommendation or
otherwise suggests corrective action,’.

SEC. 245. Of the funds provided to the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs for each of fiscal year
2017 and fiscal year 2018 for ‘‘Medical Services”’,
funds may be used in each year to carry out and
expand the child care program authorized by
section 205 of Public Law 111-163, notwith-
standing subsection (e) of such section.

SEC. 246. Section 5701(1) of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by striking ‘“‘may’’ and
inserting ‘‘shall’’.
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SEC. 247. (a) PROCEDURE AND ADMINISTRA-
TION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 7 of title 38, United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end
the following new subchapter:

“SUBCHAPTER II—WHISTLEBLOWER
COMPLAINTS
“§ 731. Whistleblower complaint defined

“In this subchapter, the term ‘“whistleblower
complaint’ means a complaint by an employee of
the Department disclosing, or assisting another
employee to disclose, a potential violation of
any law, rule, or regulation, or gross mis-
management, gross waste of funds, abuse of au-
thority, or substantial and specific danger to
public health and safety.

“§ 732. Treatment of whistleblower complaints

‘““(a) FILING.—(1) In addition to any other
method established by law in which an employee
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may file a whistleblower complaint, an employee
of the Department may file a whistleblower com-
plaint in accordance with subsection (g) with a
supervisor of the employee.

‘““(2) Except as provided by subsection (d)(1),
in making a whistleblower complaint under
paragraph (1), an employee shall file the initial
complaint with the immediate supervisor of the
employee.

““(b) NOTIFICATION.—(1)(A) Not later than
four business days after the date on which a su-
pervisor receives a whistleblower complaint by
an employee under this section, the supervisor
shall notify, in writing, the employee of whether
the supervisor determines that there is a reason-
able likelihood that the complaint discloses a
violation of any law, rule, or regulation, or
gross mismanagement, gross waste of funds,
abuse of authority, or substantial and specific
danger to public health and safety.

‘““(B) The supervisor shall retain written docu-
mentation regarding the whistleblower com-
plaint and shall submit to the next-level super-
visor and the central whistleblower office de-
scribed in subsection (h) a written report on the
complaint.

“(2)(A) On a monthly basis, the supervisor
shall submit to the appropriate director or other
official who is superior to the supervisor a writ-
ten report that includes the number of whistle-
blower complaints received by the supervisor
under this section during the month covered by
the report, the disposition of such complaints,
and any actions taken because of such com-
plaints pursuant to subsection (c).

‘““(B) In the case in which such a director or
official carries out this paragraph, the director
or official shall submit such monthly report to
the supervisor of the director or official and to
the central whistleblower office described in
subsection (h).

““(c) POSITIVE DETERMINATION.—If a super-
visor makes a positive determination under sub-
section (b)(1) regarding a whistleblower com-
plaint of an employee, the supervisor shall in-
clude in the notification to the employee under
such subsection the specific actions that the su-
pervisor will take to address the complaint.

“(d) FILING COMPLAINT WITH NEXT-LEVEL SU-
PERVISORS.—(1) If any circumstance described in
paragraph (3) is met, an employee may file a
whistleblower complaint in accordance with
subsection (g) with the next-level supervisor
who shall treat such complaint in accordance
with this section.

“(2) An employee may file a whistleblower
complaint with the Secretary if the employee
has filed the whistleblower complaint to each
level of supervisors between the employee and
the Secretary in accordance with paragraph (1).

‘“(3) A circumstance described in this para-
graph is any of the following circumstances:

‘““(A) A supervisor does not make a timely de-
termination under subsection (b)(1) regarding a
whistleblower complaint.

‘““(B) The employee who made a whistleblower
complaint determines that the supervisor did not
adequately address the complaint pursuant to
subsection (c).

‘“(C) The immediate supervisor of the em-
ployee is the basis of the whistleblower com-
plaint.

‘““(e) TRANSFER OF EMPLOYEE WHO FILES
WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINT.—If a supervisor
makes a positive determination under subsection
(b)(1) regarding a whistleblower complaint filed
by an employee, the Secretary shall—

‘“(1) inform the employee of the ability to vol-
unteer for a transfer in accordance with section
3352 of title 5; and

““(2) give preference to the employee for such
a transfer in accordance with such section.

“(f) PROHIBITION ON EXEMPTION.—The Sec-
retary may not exempt any employee of the De-
partment from being covered by this section.

“(9) WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINT FORM.—(1)
A whistleblower complaint filed by an employee
under subsection (a) or (d) shall consist of the
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form described in paragraph (2) and any Sup-
porting materials or documentation the em-
ployee determines necessary.

““(2) The form described in this paragraph is a
form developed by the Secretary, in consultation
with the Special Counsel, that includes the fol-
lowing:

“(A) An explanation of the purpose of the
whistleblower complaint form.

“(B) Instructions for filing a whistleblower
complaint as described in this section.

“(C) An explanation that filing a whistle-
blower complaint under this section does not
preclude the employee from any other method
established by law in which an employee may
file a whistleblower complaint.

“(D) A statement directing the employee to in-
formation accessible on the Internet website of
the Department as described in section 735(d).

‘““(E) Fields for the employee to provide—

‘(i) the date that the form is submitted;

“‘(ii) the name of the employee;

“‘(iii) the contact information of the employee;

“(iv) a summary of the whistleblower com-
plaint (including the option to append sup-
porting documents pursuant to paragraph (1));
and

“(v) proposed solutions to the complaint.

““(F) Any other information or fields that the
Secretary determines appropriate.

““(3) The Secretary, in consultation with the
Special Counsel, shall develop the form de-
scribed in paragraph (2) by not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this sec-
tion.

“(h) CENTRAL WHISTLEBLOWER OFFICE.—(1)
The Secretary shall ensure that the central
whistleblower office—

“(A) is not an element of the Office of the
General Counsel;

““(B) is not headed by an official who reports
to the General Counsel;

“(C) does mnot provide, or receive from, the
General Counsel any information regarding a
whistleblower complaint except pursuant to an
action regarding the complaint before an admin-
istrative body or court; and

“(D) does not provide advice to the General
Counsel.

“(2) The central whistleblower office shall be
responsible for investigating all whistleblower
complaints of the Department, regardless of
whether such complaints are made by or against
an employee who is not a member of the Senior
Ezxecutive Service.

“(3) The Secretary shall ensure that the cen-
tral whistleblower office maintains a toll-free
hotline to anonymously receive whistleblower
complaints.

““(4) The Secretary shall ensure that the cen-
tral whistleblower office has such staff and re-
sources as the Secretary considers necessary to
carry out the functions of the central whistle-
blower office.

“(5) In this subsection, the term ‘central whis-
tleblower office’ means the Office of Account-
ability Review or a successor office that is estab-
lished or designated by the Secretary to inves-
tigate whistleblower complaints filed under this
section or any other method established by law.
“§733. Adverse actions against supervisory

employees who commit prohibited personnel

actions relating to whistleblower com-
plaints

““(a) IN GENERAL.—(1) In accordance with
paragraph (2), the Secretary shall carry out the
following adverse actions against Ssupervisory
employees (as defined in section 7103(a) of title
5) whom the Secretary, an administrative judge,
the Merit Systems Protection Board, the Office
of Special Counsel, an adjudicating body pro-
vided under a union contract, a Federal judge,
or the Inspector General of the Department de-
termines committed a prohibited personnel ac-
tion described in subsection (c):

““(A) With respect to the first offense, an ad-
verse action that is not less than a 12-day sus-
pension and not more than removal.
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‘“‘(B) With respect to the second offense, re-
moval.

“(2)(A) An employee against whom an adverse
action under paragraph (1) is proposed is enti-
tled to written notice.

‘“(B)(i) An employee who is notified under
subparagraph (A) of being the subject of a pro-
posed adverse action under paragraph (1) is en-
titled to 14 days following such mnotification to
answer and furnish evidence in support of the
answer.

‘“(ii) If the employee does mnot furnish any
such evidence as described in clause (i) or if the
Secretary determines that such evidence is not
sufficient to reverse the determination to pro-
pose the adverse action, the Secretary shall
carry out the adverse action following such 14-
day period.

‘“(C) Paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b)
of section 7513 of title 5, subsection (c) of such
section, paragraphs (1) and (2) of subsection (b)
of section 7543 of such title, and subsection (c)
of such section shall not apply with respect to
an adverse action carried out under paragraph
(1).

“(b) LIMITATION ON OTHER ADVERSE AC-
TIONS.—With respect to a prohibited personnel
action described in subsection (c), if the Sec-
retary carries out an adverse action against a
supervisory employee, the Secretary may carry
out an additional adverse action under this sec-
tion based on the same prohibited personnel ac-
tion if the total severity of the adverse actions
do not exceed the level specified in subsection
(a).

‘““(c) PROHIBITED PERSONNEL ACTION DE-
SCRIBED.—A prohibited personnel action de-
scribed in this subsection is any of the following
actions:

‘(1) Taking or failing to take a personnel ac-
tion in violation of section 2302 of title 5 against
an employee relating to the employee—

““(A) filing a whistleblower complaint in ac-
cordance with section 732 of this title;

‘““(B) filing a whistleblower complaint with the
Inspector General of the Department, the Spe-
cial Counsel, or Congress;

““(C) providing information or participating as
a witness in an investigation of a whistleblower
complaint in accordance with section 732 or
with the Inspector General of the Department,
the Special Counsel, or Congress;

“(D) participating in an audit or investigation
by the Comptroller General of the United States;

‘“(E) refusing to perform an action that is un-
lawful or prohibited by the Department; or

‘“(F) engaging in communications that are re-
lated to the duties of the position or are other-
wise protected.

‘““(2) Preventing or restricting an employee
from making an action described in any of sub-
paragraphs (A) through (F) of paragraph (1).

“(3) Conducting a negative peer review or
opening a retaliatory investigation because of
an activity of an employee that is protected by
section 2302 of title 5.

‘““(4) Requesting a contractor to carry out an
action that is prohibited by section 4705(b) or
section 4712(a)(1) of title 41, as the case may be.

“§ 734. Evaluation criteria of supervisors and
treatment of bonuses

‘““(a) EVALUATION CRITERIA.—(1) In evaluating
the performance of supervisors of the Depart-
ment, the Secretary shall include the criteria de-
scribed in paragraph (2).

“(2) The criteria described in this subsection
are the following:

‘““(A) Whether the supervisor treats whistle-
blower complaints in accordance with section
732 of this title.

‘“‘(B) Whether the appropriate deciding offi-
cial, performance review board, or performance
review committee determines that the supervisor
was found to have committed a prohibited per-
sonnel action described in section 733(b) of this
title by an administrative judge, the Merit Sys-
tems Protection Board, the Office of Special
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Counsel, an adjudicating body provided under a
union contract, a Federal judge, or, in the case
of a settlement of a whistleblower complaint (re-
gardless of whether any fault was assigned
under such settlement), the Secretary.

‘“‘(b) BONUSES.—(1) The Secretary may not pay
to a supervisor described in subsection (a)(2)(B)
an award or bonus under this title or title 5, in-
cluding under chapter 45 or 53 of such title, dur-
ing the one-year period beginning on the date
on which the determination was made under
such subsection.

““(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of
law, the Secretary shall issue an order directing
a supervisor described in subsection (a)(2)(B) to
repay the amount of any award or bonus paid
under this title or title 5, including under chap-
ter 45 or 53 of such title, if—

“(A) such award or bonus was paid for per-
formance during a period in which the super-
visor committed a prohibited personnel action as
determined pursuant to such subsection
(a)(2)(B);

‘““(B) the Secretary determines such repayment
appropriate pursuant to regulations prescribed
by the Secretary to carry out this section; and

“(C) the supervisor is afforded notice and an
opportunity for a hearing before making such
repayment.

“§735. Training regarding whistleblower com-
plaints

““(a) TRAINING.—Not less frequently than once
each year, the Secretary, in coordination with
the Whistleblower Protection Ombudsman des-
ignated under section 3(d)(1)(C) of the Inspector
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), shall pro-
vide to each employee of the Department train-
ing regarding whistleblower complaints, includ-
ing—

‘“(1) an explanation of each method estab-
lished by law in which an employee may file a
whistleblower complaint;

“(2) an explanation of prohibited personnel
actions described by section 733(c) of this title;

““(3) with respect to supervisors, how to treat
whistleblower complaints in accordance with
section 732 of this title;

‘“(4) the right of the employee to petition Con-
gress regarding a whistleblower complaint in ac-
cordance with section 7211 of title 5;

‘“(5) an explanation that the employee may
not be prosecuted or reprised against for dis-
closing information to Congress, the Inspector
General, or another investigatory agency in in-
stances where such disclosure is permitted by
law, including under sections 5701, 5705, and
7732 of this title, under section 552a of title 5
(commonly referred to as the Privacy Act),
under chapter 93 of title 18, and pursuant to
regulations promulgated under section 264(c) of
the Health Insurance Portability and Account-
ability Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-191);

““(6) an explanation of the language that is re-
quired to be included in all nondisclosure poli-
cies, forms, and agreements pursuant to section
115(a)(1) of the Whistleblower Protection En-
hancement Act of 2012 (5 U.S.C. 2302 note); and

‘““(7) the right of contractors to be protected
from reprisal for the disclosure of certain infor-
mation under section 4705 or 4712 of title 41.

“(b) MANNER TRAINING IS PROVIDED.—The
Secretary shall ensure that training provided
under subsection (a) is provided in person.

““(c) CERTIFICATION.—Not less frequently than
once each year, the Secretary shall provide
training on merit system protection in a manner
that the Special Counsel certifies as being satis-
factory.

‘“(d) PUBLICATION.—(1) The Secretary shall
publish on the Internet website of the Depart-
ment, and display prominently at each facility
of the Department, the rights of an employee to
file a whistleblower complaint, including the in-
formation described in paragraphs (1) through
(7) of subsection (a).

““(2) The Secretary shall publish on the Inter-
net website of the Department, the whistle-
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blower complaint form described in section
732(9)(2).
“§736. Reports to Congress

“(a) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not less frequently
than once each year, the Secretary shall submit
to the appropriate committees of Congress a re-
port that includes—

‘(1) with respect to whistleblower complaints
filed under section 732 of this title during the
year covered by the report—

““(A) the number of such complaints filed;

“(B) the disposition of such complaints; and

“(C) the ways in which the Secretary ad-
dressed such complaints in which a positive de-
termination was made by a supervisor under
subsection (b)(1) of such section;

“(2) the number of whistleblower complaints
filed during the year covered by the report that
are not included under paragraph (1), includ-
ing—

“(A) the method in which such complaints
were filed;

“(B) the disposition of such complaints; and

“(C) the ways in which the Secretary ad-
dressed such complaints; and

“(3) with respect to disclosures made by a con-
tractor under section 4705 or 4712 of title 41—

“(A) the mumber of complaints relating to
such disclosures that were investigated by the
Inspector General of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs during the year covered by the re-
port;

“(B) the disposition of such complaints; and

“(C) the ways in which the Secretary ad-
dressed such complaints.

“(b) NOTICE OF OFFICE OF SPECIAL COUNSEL
DETERMINATIONS.—Not later than 30 days after
the date on which the Secretary receives from
the Special Counsel information relating to a
whistleblower complaint pursuant to section
1213 of title 5, the Secretary shall notify the ap-
propriate committees of Congress of such infor-
mation, including the determination made by
the Special Counsel.

“(c) APPROPRIATE COMMITTEES OF CON-
GRESS.—In this section, the term ‘appropriate
committees of Congress’ means—

‘(1) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs of the Senate; and

“(2) the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs and
the Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform of the House of Representatives.”.

(2) CONFORMING AND CLERICAL AMEND-
MENTS.—

(A) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Such chapter
is further amended by inserting before section
701 the following:

“SUBCHAPTER [—GENERAL EMPLOYEE

MATTERS”.

(B) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter is amend-
ed—

(i) by inserting before the item relating to sec-
tion 701 the following new item:

“SUBCHAPTER —GENERAL EMPLOYEE MATTERS’’;

and

(ii) by adding at the end the following new
items:
““SUBCHAPTER II—WHISTLEBLOWER COMPLAINTS

““731. Whistleblower complaint defined.

“732. Treatment of whistleblower complaints.

““733. Adverse actions against supervisory em-
ployees who commit prohibited
personnel actions relating to
whistleblower complaints.

“734. Evaluation criteria of supervisors and
treatment of bonuses.

“735. Training regarding whistleblower com-
plaints.

““736. Reports to Congress.”’.

(b) TREATMENT OF CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY
BY DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS EMPLOY-
EES AS OFFICIAL DUTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter I of chapter 7 of
title 38, United States Code, as designated by
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section 2(a)(2)(4), is amended by adding at the

end the following new section:

“§715. Congr al testi
treatment as official duty

“(a) CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY.—An em-
ployee of the Department is performing official
duty during the period with respect to which the
employee is testifying in an official capacity in
front of either chamber of Congress, a committee
of either chamber of Congress, or a joint or se-
lect committee of Congress.

‘““(b) TRAVEL EXPENSES.—The Secretary shall
provide travel expenses, including per diem in
lieu of subsistence, in accordance with applica-
ble provisions under subchapter I of chapter 57
of title 5, to any employee of the Department of
Veterans Affairs performing official duty de-
scribed under subsection (a).”’.

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of sec-
tions at the beginning of such chapter, as
amended by section 2(a)(2)(B), is further amend-
ed by inserting after the item relating to section
713 the following new item:

“715. Congressional testimony by employees:
treatment as official duty.”’.

SEC. 248. (a) IN GENERAL.—For the purposes
of verifying that an individual performed service
under honorable conditions that satisfies the re-
quirements of a coastwise merchant seaman who
is recognized pursuant to section 401 of the GI
Bill Improvement Act of 1977 (Public Law 95—
202; 38 U.S.C. 106 note) as having performed ac-
tive duty service for the purposes described in
subsection (c)(1), the Secretary of Defense shall
accept the following:

(1) In the case of an individual who served on
a coastwise merchant vessel seeking such rec-
ognition for whom mno applicable Coast Guard
shipping or discharge form, ship logbook, mer-
chant mariner’s document or Z-card, or other
official employment record is available, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide such recognition
on the basis of applicable Social Security Ad-
ministration records submitted for or by the in-
dividual, together with validated testimony
given by the individual or the primary next of
kin of the individual that the individual per-
formed such service during the period beginning
on December 7, 1941, and ending on December
31, 1946.

(2) In the case of an individual who served on
a coastwise merchant vessel seeking such rec-
ognition for whom the applicable Coast Guard
shipping or discharge form, ship logbook, mer-
chant mariner’s document or Z-card, or other
official employment record has been destroyed
or otherwise become unavailable by reason of
any action committed by a person responsible
for the control and maintenance of such form,
logbook, or record, the Secretary of Defense
shall accept other official documentation dem-
onstrating that the individual performed such
service during period beginning on December 7,
1941, and ending on December 31, 1946.

(3) For the purpose of determining whether to
recognize service allegedly performed during the
period beginning on December 7, 1941, and end-
ing on December 31, 1946, the Secretary shall
recognize masters of seagoing vessels or other of-
ficers in command of similarly organized groups
as agents of the United States who were author-
ized to document any individual for purposes of
hiring the individual to perform service in the
merchant marine or discharging an individual
from such service.

(b) TREATMENT OF OTHER DOCUMENTATION.—
Other documentation accepted by the Secretary
of Defense pursuant to subsection (a)(2) shall
satisfy all requirements for eligibility of service
during the period beginning on December 7,
1941, and ending on December 31, 1946.

(c) BENEFITS ALLOWED.—

(1) MEDALS, RIBBONS, AND DECORATIONS.—An
individual whose service is recognized as active
duty pursuant to subsection (a) may be awarded
an appropriate medal, ribbon, or other military
decoration based on such service.

y by employees:
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(2) STATUS OF VETERAN.—An individual whose
service is recognized as active duty pursuant to
subsection (a) shall be honored as a veteran but
shall not be entitled by reason of such recog-
nized service to any benefit that is not described
in this subsection.

SEC. 249. Section 322(d)(1) of title 38, United
States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking ‘‘allowance to a veteran’ and
inserting the following: ‘“‘allowance to—

“(A) a veteran’’;

(2) in subparagraph (A), as designated by
paragraph (1), by striking the period at the end
and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and

(3) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

‘“‘(B) a veteran with a VA service-connected
disability rated as 30 percent or greater by the
Department of Veterans Affairs who is selected
by the United States Olympic Committee for the
United States Olympic Team for any month in
which the veteran is competing in any event
sanctioned by the National Governing Bodies of
the United States Olympic Sports.”’.

SEC. 250. (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 111(b)(1) of
title 38, United States Code, is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subparagraph:

‘“(G) A veteran with vision impairment, a vet-
eran with a spinal cord injury or disorder, or a
veteran with double or multiple amputations
whose travel is in connection with care provided
through a special disabilities rehabilitation pro-
gram of the Department (including programs
provided by spinal cord injury centers, blind re-
habilitation centers, and prosthetics rehabilita-
tion centers) if such care is provided—

“(i) on an in-patient basis; or

““(ii) during a period in which the Secretary
provides the veteran with temporary lodging at
a facility of the Department to make such care
more accessible to the veteran.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Veterans Affairs shall submit to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives a report on the beneficiary
travel program under Section 111 of title 38,
United States Code, as amended by subsection
(a), that includes the following:

(1) The cost of the program.

(2) The number of veterans served by the pro-
gram.

(3) Such other matters as the Secretary con-
siders appropriate.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made
by subsection (a) shall take effect on the first
day of the first fiscal year that begins after the
date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 251. (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish
a program to conduct inspections of kitchens
and food service areas at each medical facility
of the Department of Veterans Affairs. Such in-
spections shall occur mot less frequently than
annually. The program’s goal is to ensure that
the same standards for kitchens and food service
areas at hospitals in the private sector are being
met at kitchens and food service areas at med-
ical facilities of the Department.

(b) AGREEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek to
enter into an agreement with the Joint Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Hospital Organizations
under which the Joint Commission on Accredita-
tion of Hospital Organizations conducts the in-
spections required under subsection (a).

(2) ALTERNATE ORGANIZATION.—If the Sec-
retary is unable to enter into an agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (1) with the Joint Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Hospital Organizations
on terms acceptable to the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into such an agree-
ment with another appropriate organization
that—

(4) is not part of the Federal Government;

(B) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and
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(C) has expertise and objectivity comparable
to that of the Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Hospital Organizations.

(¢) REMEDIATION PLAN.—

(1) INITIAL FAILURE.—If a kitchen or food
service area of a medical facility of the Depart-
ment is determined pursuant to an inspection
conducted under subsection (a) not to meet the
standards for kitchens and food service areas in
hospitals in the private sector, that medical fa-
cility fails the inspection and the Secretary
shall—

(4) implement a remediation plan for that
medical facility within 72 hours; and

(B) Conduct a second inspection under sub-
section (a) at that medical facility within 14
days of the failed inspection.

(2) SECOND FAILURE.—If a medical facility of
the Department fails the second inspection con-
ducted under paragraph (1)(B), the Secretary
shall close the kitchen or food service area at
that medical facility that did not meet the
standards for kitchens and food service areas in
hospitals in the private sector until full remedi-
ation is completed and all kitchens and food
service areas at that medical facility meet such
standards.

(3) PROVISION OF FOOD.—If a kitchen or food
service area is closed at a medical facility of the
Department pursuant to paragraph (2), the Di-
rector of the Veterans Integrated Service Net-
work in which the medical facility is located
shall enter into a contract with a vendor ap-
proved by the General Services Administration
to provide food at the medical facility.

(d) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not less frequently
than quarterly, the Under Secretary of Health
shall submit to Congress a report on inspections
conducted under this section, and their detailed
findings and actions taken, during the pre-
ceding quarter at medical facilities of the De-
partment.

SEC. 252. (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall establish
a program to conduct risk-based inspections for
mold and mold issues at each medical facility of
the Department of Veterans Affairs. Such facili-
ties will be rated high, medium, or low risk for
mold. Such inspections at facilities rated high
risk shall occur not less frequently than annu-
ally, and such inspections at facilities rated me-
dium or low risk shall occur not less frequently
than biennially.

(b) AGREEMENT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek to
enter into an agreement with the Joint Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Hospital Organizations
under which the Joint Commission on Accredita-
tion of Hospital Organizations conducts the in-
spections required under subsection (a).

(2) ALTERNATE ORGANIZATION.—If the Sec-
retary is unable to enter into an agreement de-
scribed in paragraph (1) with the Joint Commis-
sion on Accreditation of Hospital Organizations
on terms acceptable to the Secretary, the Sec-
retary shall seek to enter into such an agree-
ment with another appropriate organization
that—

(A) is not part of the Federal Government;

(B) operates as a not-for-profit entity; and

(C) has expertise and objectivity comparable
to that of the Joint Commission on Accreditation
of Hospital Organizations.

(c) REMEDIATION PLAN.—If a medical facility
of the Department is determined pursuant to an
inspection conducted under subsection (a) to
have a mold issue, the Secretary shall—

(1) implement a remediation plan for that
medical facility within 7 days; and

(2) Conduct a second inspection under sub-
section (a) at that medical facility within 90
days of the initial inspection.

(d) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—Not less frequently
than quarterly, the Under Secretary for Health
shall submit to Congress a report on inspections
conducted under this section, and their detailed
findings and actions taken, during the pre-
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ceding quarter at medical facilities of the De-
partment.

SEC. 253. Section 1706(b)(5)(A) of title 38,
United States Code, is amended, in the first sen-
tence, by striking ‘‘through 2008’.

SEC. 254. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may use amounts appropriated or otherwise
made available in this title to ensure that the
ratio of wveterans to full-time employment
equivalents within any program of rehabilita-
tion conducted under chapter 31 of title 38,
United States Code, does not exceed 125 veterans
to one full-time employment equivalent.

(b) Not later than 180 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a report on the programs of
rehabilitation conducted under chapter 31 of
title 38, United States Code, including—

(1) an assessment of the veteran-to-staff ratio
for each such program; and

(2) recommendations for such action as the
Secretary considers necessary to reduce the vet-
eran-to-staff ratio for each such program.

SEC. 255. (a) None of the funds made available
in this Act may be used to deny an Inspector
General funded under this Act timely access to
any records, documents, or other materials
available to the department or agency over
which that Inspector General has responsibil-
ities under the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5
U.S.C. App.), or to prevent or impede that In-
spector General’s access to such records, docu-
ments, or other materials, under any provision
of law, except a provision of law that expressly
refers to the Inspector General and expressly
limits the Inspector General’s right of access.

(b) A department or agency covered by this
section shall provide its Inspector General with
access to all such records, documents, and other
materials in a timely manner.

(c) Each Inspector General shall ensure com-
pliance with statutory limitations on disclosure
relevant to the information provided by the es-
tablishment over which that Inspector General
has responsibilities under the Inspector General
Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.).

(d) Each Inspector General covered by this
section shall report to the Committees on Appro-
priations of the House of Representatives and
the Senate within 5 calendar days any failures
to comply with this requirement.

SEC. 256. None of the funds appropriated or
otherwise made available in this title may be
used by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to
enter into an agreement related to resolving a
dispute or claim with an individual that would
restrict in any way the individual from speaking
to members of Congress or their staff on any
topic not otherwise prohibited from disclosure by
Federal law or required by Executive Order to
be kept secret in the interest of national defense
or the conduct of foreign affairs.

SEC. 257. Appropriations made available in
this Act under the heading ‘‘Medical Services’’
shall be available to carry out sections 322(d)
and 521A of title 38, United States Code, to in-
clude the payment of the administrative ex-
penses necessary to carry out such sections. Of
the amount appropriated for fiscal year 2017, up
to $2,000,000 shall be available for the payment
of monthly assistance allowances to veterans
pursuant to 38 U.S.C. 322(d) and up to $8,000,000
shall be available for the payment of grants pur-
suant to 38 U.S.C. 521A. Of the amounts appro-
priated in advance for fiscal year 2018, up to
$2,000,000 shall be available for the payment of
monthly assistance allowances to veterans pur-
suant to 38 U.S.C. 322(d) and up to $8,000,000
shall be available for the payment of grants pur-
suant to 38 U.S.C. 521A.

SEC. 258. (a) In fiscal year 2017 and each fis-
cal year hereafter, beginning with the fiscal
year 2018 budget request submitted to Congress
pursuant to section 1105(a) of title 31, United
States Code, the budget justification documents
submitted for the ‘‘Construction, Major
Projects” account of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs shall include, at a minimum, the
information required under subsection (b).
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(b) The budget justification documents sub-
mitted pursuant to subsection (a) shall include,
for each project—

(1) the estimated total cost of the project;

(2) the funding provided for each fiscal year
prior to the budget year;

(3) the amount requested for the budget year;

(4) the estimated funding required for the
project for each of the 4 fiscal years succeeding
the budget year; and

(5) such additional information as is enumer-
ated under the heading relating to the “Con-
struction, Magjor Projects’’ account of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs in the joint ex-
planatory statement accompanying this Act.

(c) Not later than 45 days after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Veterans
Affairs shall submit to the Committees on Ap-
propriations of both Houses of Congress a pro-
posed budget justification template that com-
plies with the requirements of this section.

SEC. 259. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
may carry out the following major medical facil-
ity projects, with each project to be carried out
in an amount not to exceed the amount specified
for that project:

(1) Seismic corrections to buildings, including
retrofitting and replacement of high-risk build-
ings, in San Francisco, California, in an
amount not to exceed $180,480,000.

(2) Seismic corrections to facilities, including
facilities to support homeless veterans, at the
medical center in West Los Angeles, California,
in an amount not to exceed $105,500,000.

(3) Seismic corrections to the mental health
and community living center in Long Beach,
California, in an amount mnot to exceed
$287,100,000.

(4) Construction of an outpatient clinic, ad-
ministrative space, cemetery, and columbarium
in Alameda, California, in an amount not to ex-
ceed $87,332,000.

(5) Realignment of medical facilities in Liver-
more, California, in an amount not to exceed
$194,430,000.

(6) Construction of a medical center in Louis-
ville, Kentucky, in an amount mot to exceed
$150,000,000.

(7) Construction of a replacement community
living center in Perry Point, Maryland, in an
amount not to exceed $92,700,000.

(8) Seismic corrections and other renovations
to several buildings and construction of a spe-
cialty care building in American Lake, Wash-
ington, in an amount not to exceed $16,260,000.

(b) There is authorized to be appropriated to
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs for fiscal year
2016 or the year in which funds are appro-
priated for the Construction, Major Projects, ac-
count, $1,113,802,000 for the projects authorized
in subsection (a).

(c) The projects authorized in subsection (a)
may only be carried out using—

(1) funds appropriated for fiscal year 2016
pursuant to the authorization of appropriations
in subsection (b);

(2) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal year 2016
that remain available for obligation;

(3) funds available for Construction, Major
Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year 2016
that remain available for obligation;

(4) funds appropriated for Construction,
Magjor Projects, for fiscal year 2016 for a cat-
egory of activity not specific to a project;

(5) funds appropriated for Construction,
Magjor Projects, for a fiscal year before fiscal
year 2016 for a category of activity not specific
to a project; and

(6) funds appropriated for Construction,
Major Projects, for a fiscal year after fiscal year
2016 for a category of activity not specific to a
project.

SEC. 260. (a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the amounts appropriated or other-
wise made available to the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for the ‘“‘Medical Services’ ac-
count may be used to provide—
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(1) fertility counseling and treatment using
assisted reproductive technology to a covered
veteran or the spouse of a covered veteran; or

(2) adoption reimbursement to a covered vet-
eran.

(b) In this section:

(1) The term ‘‘service-connected” has the
meaning given such term in section 101 of title
38, United States Code.

(2) The term ‘‘covered veteran’ means a vet-
eran, as such term is defined in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code, who has a service-
connected disability that results in the inability
of the veteran to procreate without the use of
fertility treatment.

(3) The term ‘‘assisted reproductive tech-
nology’’ means benefits relating to reproductive
assistance provided to a member of the Armed
Forces who incurs a serious injury or illness on
active duty pursuant to section 1074(c)(4)(A) of
title 10, United States Code, as described in the
memorandum on the subject of ‘‘Policy for As-
sisted Reproductive Services for the Benefit of
Seriously or Severely Ill/Injured (Category II or
11I) Active Duty Service Members’ issued by the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Health Af-
fairs on April 3, 2012, and the guidance issued
to implement such policy, including any limita-
tions on the amount of such benefits available
to such a member.

(4) The term ‘“‘adoption reimbursement’’ means
reimbursement for the adoption-related expenses
for an adoption that is finalized after the date
of the enactment of this Act under the same
terms as apply under the adoption reimburse-
ment program of the Department of Defense, as
authorized in Department of Defense Instruc-
tion 1341.09, including the reimbursement limits
and requirements set forth in such instruction.

(c) Amounts made available for the purposes
specified in subsection (a) of this section are
subject to the requirements for funds contained
in section 508 of division H of the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2016 (Public Law 114-113).

TITLE II1
RELATED AGENCIES
AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS COMMISSION
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mecessary expenses, mot otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, including the acquisition of land or
interest in land in foreign countries; purchases
and repair of uniforms for caretakers of na-
tional cemeteries and monuments outside of the
United States and its territories and possessions;
rent of office and garage space in foreign coun-
tries; purchase (one-for-one replacement basis
only) and hire of passenger motor vehicles; not
to exceed $7,500 for official reception and rep-
resentation expenses; and insurance of official
motor vehicles in foreign countries, when re-
quired by law of such countries, $75,100,000, to
remain available until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS ACCOUNT

For mecessary expenses, mot otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, such sums as may be necessary, to
remain available until expended, for purposes
authoriced by section 2109 of title 36, United
States Code.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims as authoriced by sections 7251 through
7298 of title 38, United States Code, $30,945,000:
Provided, That $2,500,000 shall be available for
the purpose of providing financial assistance as
described, and in accordance with the process
and reporting procedures set forth, under this
heading in Public Law 102-229.

H4077

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for maintenance, oper-
ation, and improvement of Arlington National
Cemetery and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s Home Na-
tional Cemetery, including the purchase or lease
of passenger motor vehicles for replacement on a
one-for-one basis only, and not to exceed $1,000
for official reception and representation ex-
penses, $70,800,000, of which not to exceed
$15,000,000 shall remain available until Sep-
tember 30, 2019. In addition, such sums as may
be necessary for parking maintenance, repairs
and replacement, to be derived from the ‘‘Lease
of Department of Defense Real Property for De-
fense Agencies’ account.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
TRUST FUND

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces
Retirement Home to operate and maintain the
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washington,
District of Columbia, and the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid
from funds available in the A