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The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. WOMACK).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
July 5, 2016.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVE
WOMACK to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2016, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with each party
limited to 1 hour and each Member
other than the majority and minority
leaders and the minority whip limited
to 5 minutes, but in no event shall de-
bate continue beyond 1:50 p.m.

————

WE ARE ASKING FOR A VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Connecticut (Mr. LARSON) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. LARSON of Connecticut. Mr.
Speaker, we come to the floor early
this afternoon knowing that later this
day we have a meeting with the Speak-
er. It is our goal and our hope that the
Speaker will provide an opportunity
for the minority party to have its two
votes taken up in this Congress.

We prevail on the good nature of the
Speaker and know him to be an honest
and forthright man and an institution-

alist who understands the House. We
also know that he is not just Speaker
for the Republican Conference, but he
is indeed Speaker of the entire House.

We face an extraordinary calamity, a
catastrophe unlike anyone has experi-
enced in any other country in the
world, and it is the ongoing slaughter
that occurs. There have been more
than 1,000 mass murders since the trag-
edy at Sandy Hook when they took, as
Senator JOE MANCHIN said, our babies
from us.

What we are asking for on this side of
the aisle are very commonsense solu-
tions; no fly, no buy. If you can’t get
on an airplane because you are a ter-
rorist but you can buy a gun, doesn’t it
seem as though there should be regula-
tions that would prevent that and keep
guns out of the hands of terrorists,
criminals, and the mentally chal-
lenged?

Also, there are background checks,
which most law enforcement entities
have talked about on the very bill that
Senators PAT TOOMEY and JOE MANCHIN
introduced in the United States Senate
that received the majority of votes and
that Representatives PETER KING and
MIKE THOMPSON introduced in the
House of Representatives.

We are asking for a simple vote.
After all, that is what we are elected to
do. We are elected to represent the peo-
ple whom we are sworn to serve and
cast votes.

It has been more than 3% years we
have not even been allowed to cast a
vote in the House of Representatives.
That is why so many took to this floor
in an organic movement demonstrating
that we have had enough and that we
deserve a vote and that we demand a
vote for the countless victims and fam-
ilies of these tragedies.

It is not enough, as respectful as it
is, to stand for a moment of silence.
Our caucus will not be silent anymore.
We feel that silence means you are
complicit with these ongoing tragedies.

So we have asked for two pieces of
legislation, both commonsense and, oh,
by the way, supported by—no matter
what poll you read—between 85 and 95
percent of the American public. They
are not controversial.

All we are asking for is the decency
to perform our constitutional responsi-
bility in representing our constituents
and to have the ability to cast the vote
that they are all asking for. We are
prevailing upon the decency of the
other side, their understanding of the
Constitution, their understanding of
the rules of this House. We are count-
ing on their decency for the families
and the victims to allow us those sim-
ple measures that we swear an oath to
this office in order to perform.

We are asking you for a vote. It is
nothing more than what is required of
us when we raise our hand and take the
oath here. To deny us of that is to deny
us of our basic rights.

——

HOUSE RULES OR RULES FOR
RADICALS?

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on
the afternoon of June 22, a large num-
ber of Democrats brought the delibera-
tions of the House of Representatives
to a standstill in one of the most dis-
graceful and childish breaches of deco-
rum in the history of this institution.
In complete contempt of this House
and the rule of law, they shouted down
all with whom they disagreed. They
blocked access to the microphones as
Members sought to address the Chair,
and they illegally occupied the Hall of
the House, forcing an early adjourn-
ment and costing this House three full
days of legislative deliberations.

Abraham Lincoln said it best: “There
is no grievance that is a fit object of
redress by mob law.”
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