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was 46, and the youngest was 3. On one
day alone, June 11, eight people were
killed. We all know the statistics:
every 24 hours, 30 people are killed in
the United States by guns. The leading
cause of paralysis is gun violence.

People around the Nation have de-
manded action from Congress. When I
returned to my district after the pro-
test, I was met with cheers and stand-
ing ovations. People said, Finally, fi-
nally they saw us act. Finally, they
saw us fight. Fight against the NRA,
which has a stranglehold on Congress.
My constituents reflect the over 90 per-
cent of the U.S. public that is demand-
ing that we act and pass legislation to
address the carnage from gun violence.

I am proud to say that the State leg-
islature in California has acted. Now
Congress needs to act. The Governor
signed five bills recently passed by the
legislature. In California it is now
against the law to possess ammunition
magazines that hold more than 10
rounds. Background checks are now re-
quired to purchase ammunition. The
Governor signed bills that ban bullet
buttons designed to make it easy to de-
tach a magazine and reload, a creative
idea from gun manufacturers to get
around the assault weapon ban when it
was in effect.

Other bills signed by the Governor
prohibit the lending of guns to family
members who have not completed
background checks, and people who
knowingly make false reports about
the loss or theft of a gun cannot pos-
sess firearms for 10 years. The bills
were signed too late to have saved the
22 people who died in Los Angeles, but
I have no doubt that these laws will
help reduce death and injury from gun
violence.

I am proud California is setting an
example for the Nation, and it is my
hope after the tremendous public re-
sponse and demand that we act, that
we pass sensible legislation to bring an
end to the deaths and injuries. It is
very difficult to explain to constitu-
ents how someone considered too dan-
gerous to purchase an airline ticket is
not too dangerous to buy a gun.

The no fly, no buy legislation au-
thored by Republican Representative
PETER KING is a modest piece of legis-
lation that is really a first step. All of
us are clear, much more needs to be
done: comprehensive background
checks, closing the gun show loophole.

My Republican colleagues argue that
we don’t need any new laws, we just
need to enforce the ones we already
have, but then hypocritically claim the
President is overstepping his authority
when he increases resources to the
ATF so that they can modernize their
technology to address Internet sales.
The last time serious legislation was
passed, the Internet didn’t exist.

The shooter who Kkilled the nine
churchgoers in South Carolina might
have been blocked from purchasing a
weapon, but his background check
wasn’t processed in time. Three days or
you get your gun. Without the staffing
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and the technology, 3 days is almost
impossible; and although he shouldn’t
have had a gun because of a prior ar-
rest, he was able to purchase anyway.

As a nation, at some point we have to
make a decision. The decision is ours.
As a legislative body, we have to decide
who rules this place.

Is it a handful of industries that dic-
tate what we do?

I can name just a few industries that
cause my colleagues on the other side
of the aisle to vote however the indus-
try decides, not their constituents. If
they voted with their constituents
who, poll after poll, say 85 percent of
Republicans support sensible gun con-
trol. They vote the way an industry
dictates or they face the consequences
of an independent expenditure cam-
paign and an opponent.

In memory of the following people
who were killed in one day in Los An-
geles, I mention their names:

June 11, Jesus Alfredo Duran, 31
years old;

June 11, Eddie Hernandez, 22 years
old;

June 11, Stephanie Gonzalez, 17 years
old;

June 11, Kimberly Gonzalez, Steph-
anie’s sister, 13 years old;

June 11, Johnny Mark Elizalde, 27
years old;

June 11, Juan Zataray, 43 years old;

June 11, Jose Rene Espinoza, 46 years
old;

June 11, Cynthia Ambriz, 19 years
old.
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WE NEED MEANINGFUL GUN
LEGISLATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Texas (Mr. DOGGETT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. DOGGETT. Mr. Speaker, when
this House last convened, a number of
us were willing to sit in, in order to
stand up—to stand up to the gun lobby,
to stand up against gun violence. Dur-
ing our protest, House Republicans fled
Washington, rather than face account-
ability on gun safety, leaving behind
significant unfinished business.

During the past week, many of us
across the country have joined neigh-
bors in a national day of action against
gun violence. I joined over 100 people in
San Antonio, gathering with Patricia
Castillo with the P.E.A.C.E. Initiative,
Jamie Ford with Moms Demand Ac-
tion, and State Senator Jose Menendez.

On a hot afternoon in Austin, Texas,
more than 100 of us also gathered with
Mayor Steve Adler, Andrea Brauer
from Texas Gun Sense, members of the
Austin City Council, State Representa-
tive Donna Howard, and other elected
officials, all asking this Congress to re-
spond to the horrific wave of gun car-
nage that threatens the security of our
families. Each of these gatherings in-
cluded powerful testimony from family
tragedies and losses as a result of guns.

After the mass murders in Orlando
and San Bernardino, carried out by in-
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dividuals professing a twisted version
of Islam, the most obvious next step is
to question why, if someone is too dan-
gerous to get on an airplane with you,
they ought to be able to buy as many
assault weapons as they would like?
And ask why, in Orlando, the law en-
forcement officials did not hear about
assault weapon purchases of one person
who had been on the terrorist watch
list? One of the three modest bills
about which we were sitting-in would
institute a no-fly, no-buy restriction.

The day after our protest, to their
credit, four of our Republican col-
leagues here in the House, for the first
time, introduced a version of a pro-
posal to prohibit such gun purchases,
but also to provide a means by which
someone could get off the no-fly list if
they were on it improperly.

This proposal copies verbatim one
proposal that has been offered by Re-
publican Senator SUSAN COLLINS. Hers
is the only proposal pending in the
United States Senate today that has
not already been rejected. I think it is
time for us to come together to unite
behind this proposal. It is a modest
step forward, but it is a step forward to
address gun violence.

Instead, we are told today that
Speaker RYAN is, apparently, com-
mitted to blocking this bipartisan ini-
tiative and anything else that doesn’t
have a seal of approval from the Na-
tional Rifle Association. Apparently,
the only provision on which we will be
allowed to vote here in this House is a
proposal that the Senate has already
rejected.

This isn’t action. It is theatrics. It is
the appearance of the response to the
concern of so many Americans for ac-
tion on gun safety, without changing
anything.

Under this gun lobby proposal, in
order to prevent a gun purchase, the
Justice Department would be required
to obtain a court order within 72 hours
to prove probable cause that a person
has ‘‘committed, conspired to commit,
attempted to commit, or will commit
an act of terrorism.” Well, if our law
enforcement can do that, they should
not only be preventing a person from
acquiring a gun, they ought to be tak-
ing them to prison.

So much attention has focused on the
sit-in on this floor, not enough has fo-
cused on the ‘‘sit-on.” I am talking
about the Speaker, who sits on any leg-
islation concerning gun violence, in-
cluding that advanced by fellow Repub-
licans, if it does not have approval of
the gun lobby.

We just celebrated Independence
Day. How about the Republicans de-
claring independence from the gun
lobby? Just once, in a very small, mod-
est way declaring independence on a
proposal that Republicans themselves
have advanced—a few of them—to ad-
dress more security for our families.

The Republican leadership has tried
so very desperately to avoid account-
ability on gun safety. They cut off
these microphones. They fled the
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House in the middle of the night. Now
they are cloaking themselves in an
NRA-approved bill already rejected by
the United States Senate that won’t
keep weapons of war out of the hands
of terrorists.

Everyone who owns a gun knows that
sometimes you need to keep the safety
on that gun. I think it is time to put
the safety back in gun safety legisla-
tion. It is time to engage in meaning-
ful, real reform.

——
ERSKINE FIRE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. MCCARTHY) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, for
nearly 2 weeks now, a wildfire has
raged throughout my district. High
heat, dry winds, and a long drought
conspired together, enabling a fire that
has burned tens of thousands of acres,
hundreds of homes, and taken the lives
of two people.

I did not know Byron and Gladys
McKaig personally, but I have heard
about them and learned a small part of
their story. They were good and loving
people. They met in a church. He was
an Episcopal priest and she played the
organ. Byron would preach; Gladys
would play. They helped their friends
and each other grow closer to God.

They died, it seems, from smoke. A
neighbor said he spotted them, after
the fire, lying out in front of their
house near their fence. The trees were
still burning. Byron looked as if he
were shielding his wife from the com-
ing flames. It was one last act of sac-
rifice for the woman he spent his life
loving. Such people are a gift to every-
one they meet.

As our community struggles now to
return to a sense of normalcy, faced
with the immense task of rebuilding
after so much loss, we have our fire-
fighters, police officers, and first re-
sponders to thank that this disaster
was not worse. For days, with little
sleep and near exhaustion, they kept
the flames at bay. They remind us how
willingly some face danger to protect
others. We are forever thankful to
them.

We continue to pray for those suf-
fering from the loss of their businesses,
their homes, their families, and their
friends. Our community always has and
always will stand strong in the face of
disaster as we rebuild.

———

PASS GUN SAFETY LEGISLATION
AND GIVE D.C. THE VOTE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
the District of Columbia (Ms. NORTON)
for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, anyone
who thought the Democrats would go
away after we were driven to a sit-in
on the House floor for gun safety legis-
lation learned differently very soon
after we got home on Wednesday, June
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29, when events were held all across the
country on a National Day of Action
for Gun Violence Prevention. We
served notice.

Yes, there have been moments of out-
rage and sometimes we have not kept
up the battle unceasingly. Watch us
this time.

I am very pleased that our very effec-
tive police chief, Cathy Lanier, came
with me to a roundtable where we
heard not only from her, but from resi-
dents of the District of Columbia who
have experienced the incredible heart-
ache and throbbing agony of the loss of
a loved one to gun violence.

This morning, unstimulated by me,
parents organized themselves to come
to the Capitol at 9 a.m. They call
themselves D.C. Moms and Dads for
Rational Gun Safety Legislation. They
are a group of spontaneously formed
District of Columbia parents who lack
voting representation in the Congress,
although they pay the highest taxes
per capita of any Americans. They do
not have the final vote on the House
floor, and they have no Senators.

They wanted to come and show their
support for national gun legislation to
prevent gun violence in our city and
our country. They came when, the
week before, I had just fought off three
amendments in the House Rules Com-
mittee to undermine D.C.’s gun laws
with an attempt to erase some of those
laws.

It is interesting that, in the Rules
Committee, I was able to keep those
Republican amendments to take away
our gun laws from being made in order.
I think it is because the Rules Com-
mittee took place only days after Or-
lando, and even Republicans didn’t
have the nerve to authorize gun legis-
lation so close to the Orlando gun mas-
sacre. Is that what it is going to take?
Or will it take the persistence that you
saw when Democrats had no alter-
native but to sit on this hard floor just
before recess?

Now, the Republicans have gotten
the permission of the NRA to include a
gun bill in a pending bill. No wonder, it
makes things worse. Now you would
have to go before a judge before you
can get someone off the no-fly list, in-
stead of depending on the slow admin-
istrative process, you would go through
the much slower judicial process.
Thank you for nothing. It certainly
won’t satisfy us or the American peo-
ple.

We who live in your Nation’s Capital,
need national gun legislation to keep
guns from flowing in from weak gun ju-
risdictions, and we need Congress to
leave our gun safety laws alone.

Without fail, every single year, I
have to drive back attempts to over-
turn our gun laws. I just described
three that were in the Rules Com-
mittee before we left that I was able to
drive back because of Orlando.

Yes, I am proud that the Nation’s
Capital has the strongest gun laws in
the country, as well it might. Con-
troversial world figures walk our
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streets and visit our restaurants. Weak
gun laws we do not need in this Cap-
ital.

We have effective enforcement. We
have good relations among Chief La-
nier and her police force and our resi-
dents. But we are still at the mercy of
a Congress, which will not do its job.

During our House sit-in, I left the
floor to go to a press conference held
by the Mayor and the police chief, dis-
playing AK-47s and other guns illegal
in the District of Columbia but that
you can simply go to a gun show and
buy, undermining our gun laws.

Our gun problem in cities like ours
and many cities and jurisdictions
across the country are not local prob-
lems. They are a national problem.
That is why you see us demanding uni-
versal background checks. That is why
we are demanding that Congress stop
censuring the CDC from studying gun
laws.

I thank the moms and dads and kids
who marched to the Capitol today for
overriding their denial of a vote to
come here. You sent a dual message:
pass gun safety legislation, and give
D.C. the vote.

——————

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND THE
NEED FOR UNIVERSAL BACK-
GROUND CHECKS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Maryland (Ms. EDWARDS) for 5 minutes.

Ms. EDWARDS. Mr. Speaker, years
before coming to Congress, as many of
my colleagues know, I cofounded and
served as the executive director of the
National Network to End Domestic Vi-
olence.

Twenty years ago, we worked with a
bipartisan Congress to pass the Domes-
tic Violence Offender Gun Ban. It be-
came law in 1996. It was known as the
Lautenberg amendment, after the late
Senator Frank Lautenberg of New Jer-
sey.
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Since that time, we have made a lot
of progress in preventing domestic vio-
lence, but, sadly, there are several
Mack Truck-size loopholes that pre-
vent the law from coming to its full ef-
fect. In fact, just last week, in a fight
against the gun lobby, yet again, over
these last 20 years, the Supreme Court
upheld the domestic violence offender
gun ban in a 6-2 decision.

As many know, leaving an abusive
relationship is the most dangerous
time for a domestic violence victim,
and adding a firearm to that situation
severely heightens the risk of injury or
death. In fact, in America, the major-
ity of fatal domestic violence homi-
cides are committed with firearms. At
least 52 percent of American women
murdered with guns are killed by inti-
mate partners or family members.

Despite impressions from media cov-
erage, mass shootings in which at least
four people are murdered with a gun
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