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of the Congress of the United States of
America to address some of the great
issues of our time.

Mr. Speaker, the message that I de-
liver today has been 68 years in the
making. The message that I deliver
today had its genesis with my mother,
who cautioned me that I must behave a
certain way in the presence of the con-
stabulary, the police; a mother who
was concerned for her son, who always
made it very clear to me that I had to
say yes, sir and no, sir, and that I had
to always accept whatever the police
said to me.

This message is 68-plus years in the
making, Mr. Speaker. The message is,
in part, based upon what my uncle, who
was a deputy sheriff, shared with me
about my behavior in the presence of
the police; that I must always, always
yield to the police; submit to the po-
lice; never challenge the police. Sixty-
eight years in the making, Mr. Speak-
er.

Mr. Speaker, my heart is heavy after
what has happened over the last 2 days
to Black men in the United States of
America. My heart is heavy. I had the
unfortunate circumstance of seeing
what happened to that man in Baton
Rouge, Louisiana, on the ground with
his hands flailing, blood flowing from
his chest.

I heard the young lady this morning
pleading to God: Jesus, God, don’t let
him be dead. Maybe not her exact
words, but very much what she said:
Don’t let him be dead; don’t let this
happen.

Mr. Speaker, we have to do some-
thing about the killing of Black men at
the hands of the constabulary in this
country. If you don’t want to inves-
tigate the police, if you don’t want to
investigate the system, the culture
that causes it, investigate Black men.
Find out why they want to run out in
front of bullets.

Let’s find out why they are the ones
who are consistently, and with some
degree of systemic order, forcing them-
selves upon the police such that they
find themselves dead. Investigate us.

I am a Black man in the United
States of America. I have lived what I
am saying. Sixty-eight years in the
making, that is how long this speech
has been made. I don’t need a written
piece of paper. I know what is going on.
I was a judge for 26 years. I saw it. I
can give firsthand testimony about
what is going on. It is time for us to in-
vestigate what is happening to Black
men in this country.

Black lives do matter. These people
are trying to tell us something, these
young people. We must listen to them.
Let us not ignore what is going on. The
camera’s eye doesn’t lie. If you look at
these videos and you use your common
sense, you know that there is some-
thing going on, and we need to inves-
tigate it.

And it is pervasive, it is not just one-
off circumstances that we are having
to contend with. These things are hap-
pening across the length and breadth of
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this country. Every venue has some ac-
count that can be called to our atten-
tion. It is time for us to do something.

Mr. Speaker, I call on you. Mr.
Speaker, you are the Speaker of the
whole House. Mr. Speaker, I call on
you to assemble the House so that we
can address the issue of Black men
dying at the hands of police in this
country. And we ought to investigate
it to the extent that we come to con-
clusions about the people that are in-
volved in these tragedies. We should
not have to have another mother to
have her child in the car, 4 years of
age, when her boyfriend is killed.

Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the
time, and I thank God for giving me 68
years to develop this message. And I
pray, Mr. Speaker, that you will do
something about what is happening to
Black men in this country.

———

CONGRATULATIONS
CHANHASSEN HIGH
GIRLS SOFTBALL TEAM

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. PAULSEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Chanhassen
High School girls softball team on
their State championship.

After finishing their regular season
with a record of 17-3, and in second
place in the West Metro Conference
standings, the third-seeded Storm went
on to win four games straight to win
the Section 2 championship. And then,
as Section 2 representatives in the
State tournament, the Storm won over
Forest Lake, Hopkins, and Buffalo,
outscoring their opponents 19-5 on
their way to the championship.

Mr. Speaker, it is accomplishments
such as these that are a testament to
the skills and the values that all high
school athletics teach, and these young
ladies demonstrated determination and
toughness on the field as well as drive
and responsibility in the classroom.

Balancing schoolwork and athletics
can be challenging, but these student
athletes proved themselves to be both
leaders on the diamond and in the
classroom. The families, teachers,
friends, and our entire community are
very proud of these young ladies. I con-
gratulate the Chanhassen High School
softball team on their win.

———

LIFE AS A BLACK MAN IN
AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. JOHNSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, my topic today was going to be on
the issue of gun violence, mass shoot-
ings, the need for Congress to take
some action to keep America safe, the
fact that 90 percent of the people of
this country want Congress to take
some action. I was going to speak
about that today.

TO THE

SCHOOL

July 7, 2016

But I would be remiss, as a Black
man in America, to pass up the oppor-
tunity to comment about life as a
Black man in America, in an urban set-
ting, particularly when it comes to po-
lice community relations, you see, be-
cause we live in a gun culture, and
nowadays, everybody has a gun.

Some folks have a culture of growing
up shooting, hunting. Nothing wrong
with that. Take the kids to the gun
show, the family, on a Saturday after-
noon. And at the gun show there is a
bunch of unlicensed gun dealers there
selling weapons of mass destruction to
any and everybody. That is a part of
the culture because everybody wants a
gun.

Well, it is time for universal back-
ground checks. That is a simple piece
of legislation, closing the gun show
loophole, which that loophole is bigger
than the Goodyear Blimp traveling
sideways. That loophole is so big that
you could fit the Goodyear Blimp
through it sideways, and it is worth
nothing because unlicensed gun dealers
can sell guns to any and everybody.
Any and everybody can purchase a gun
over the Internet, no background check
required. We need to close that gun
show loophole by passing legislation
that enforces the notion that there will
be universal background checks.

I wanted to talk about that today,
and I still think that is important. But
even if we have universal background
checks in this country, there is still a
problem for Black folks who decide to
arm themselves.

I mean, we had the case of Philando
Castile in Falcon Heights, Minnesota,
yesterday, pulled over for a busted tail-
light. Here is a working man in the car
with his girlfriend and her 4-year-old
daughter, and he is armed, as everyone
else in America is. But he is a Black
man riding in the streets of a city in
America, and so he must not be al-
lowed to have that gun or, at least, if
he has one, everybody is in such fear
that they develop a trigger finger. And
when he reaches for his license, then he
gets blasted four times and his life is
snuffed out. That is what happens to
Black folks in America.

Now we find out that the man had a
valid license to carry that firearm. In
many States now, due to what the NRA
lobby has done, you don’t even need a
license to carry the firearm in your
car. So the man was acting lawfully.
He gets blasted. He is no longer with
us.

The day before, Alton Sterling got a
little hustle going on. He is selling CDs
at the store, at the corner store. Why
shouldn’t he be allowed to have a weap-
on? He has got a weapon in his pocket.
Everybody else has got a weapon in
their pocket. But no, he is a Black guy,
and so we automatically develop a trig-
ger finger when the police approach.
Take him down hard, two on one,
throwing him all across the car. You
saw the video.

If the man had wanted to shoot, he
would have pulled the gun out much
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