July 8, 2016

face of the greatest lawgivers in the
history of the world. It is because, at
one time, all of the Supreme Court
thought those Ten Commandments
were great commandments. Now, prob-
ably at least four would say that
maybe five or six were okay. But for
most of our history, they have felt
those ten were great commandments.

If you do an outline or you categorize
all of those Ten Commandments, they
all fit neatly under two categories: one,
love God; and number two, love each
other.

That came home very clearly to me
years ago when my mother had a brain
tumor. We knew it would eventually
take her. The doctors had made that
clear. They made clear that there was
nothing more that could be done.
Mother had said that she wasn’t inter-
ested in seeing more doctors because
they had said the same thing.

Since she was my lifelong English
teacher—but especially my eighth
grade English teacher—and she loved
poetry, I threw one of her poems back
at her from Dylan Thomas: ‘‘Rage, rage
against the dying of the light . . . Do
not go gentle into that good night.”

Mother wrote back. She was thrilled
that I paid attention. But she quoted
from another poem called
“Thanatopsis’ that talked about living
with such faith that, at the end of life,
you can lie down on the couch wrapped
in covers around you.

Well, the doctors said: We don’t
think she has got all that much longer
to live. They weren’t quite accurate;
but she had been reduced, this incred-
ibly brilliant woman, to a wheelchair.
It took her a long time to say things.
This incredibly brilliant woman put
herself through Baylor, 2% years. Her
parents lived right there by the cam-
pus, so she could work full-time and go
to school. I didn’t know until after she
passed she was a member of a big honor
society there.

But anyway, she loved our kids, and
she loved our spouses. One weekend we
decided, let’s just have the four imme-
diate children go back to Mount Pleas-
ant and spend the weekend with Mom,
and we did.

That Saturday morning, we sat
around the breakfast table for hours
like we did years before. We told sto-
ries, we laughed, and we made good-na-
tured fun of each other. We would dis-
agree, and then we would come back
around and kid and love each other. We
went on for 3 or 4 hours. Mother didn’t
say anything. But finally Mother said,
““This,” and we all got quiet. We would
stay there all night if it took it to hear
what Mother had to say. And she got
out, ‘‘is my favorite thing.”

That is all she had to say. When I left
later that weekend to drive back to
Tyler, it became clear that, if you were
a heavenly parent, wouldn’t you want
your children loving you and loving
each other? And all the law hang on
those two: love your parent; love each
other. It takes care of things. Then
what Jesus said made perfect sense.
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I look forward to the day when Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr.’s dream will be
fulfilled and nobody will care about
Black lives matter and White lives
matter. Nobody will care what color
people are, and we will come together
again without any hyphenation as
Americans. But as long as we have
leaders who continue to pick at a scab
and refuse to let it heal, then our law
officers are in danger, our country is in
danger, and this little experiment with
a democratic Republic is in severe
jeopardy.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California (at
the request of Ms. PELOSI) for today.

———
ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 1 o’clock and 41 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until Monday, July 11,
2016, at noon for morning-hour debate.

—————

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

5944. A letter from the Board Chairman and
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin-
istration, transmitting the 2015 Annual Re-
port on the Farm Credit System, pursuant to
12 U.S.C. 2252(a)(3); Public Law 92-181, Sec.
5.17(a)(3) (as amended by Public Law 100-399,
Sec. 901(m)); (102 Stat. 1003); to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture.

5945. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
Jeffrey W. Talley, United States Army Re-
serve, and his advancement to the grade of
lieutenant general on the retired list, pursu-
ant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513,
Sec. 112 (as amended by Public Law 104-106,
Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Committee
on Armed Services.

5946. A letter from the Acting Under Sec-
retary, Personnel and Readiness, Depart-
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the
approved retirement of Lieutenant General
David L. Mann, United States Army, and his
advancement to the grade of lieutenant gen-
eral on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b));
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed
Services.

5947. A letter from the Senior Advisor, Of-
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of the
Treasury, transmitting the Financial Sta-
bility Oversight Council’s 2016 annual report,
pursuant to 12 U.S.C. 5322(a)(2)(N); Public
Law 111-203, Sec. 112(a)(2)(N); (124 Stat. 1396);
to the Committee on Financial Services.

5948. A letter from the Assistant Secretary
for Legislation, Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting the report en-
titled ‘2015 Actuarial Report on the Finan-
cial Outlook for Medicaid’’, pursuant to 42

H4571

U.S.C. 1396 note; Public Law 111-3, Sec.506(c);
(123 Stat. 95); to the Committee on Energy
and Commerce.

5949. A letter from the Director, Regula-
tions Policy and Management Staff, FDA,
Department of Health and Human Services,
transmitting the Department’s final rule —
Food Additives Permitted in Feed and
Drinking Water of Animals; Chromium Pro-
pionate; Extension of the Comment Period
[Docket No.: FDA-2014-F-0232] received July
7, 2016, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Pub-
lic Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

5950. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad-
viser, Office of Treaty Affairs, Department of
State, transmitting a report concerning
international agreements other than treaties
entered into by the United States to be
transmitted to the Congress within the
sixty-day period specified in the Case-Za-
blocki Act, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 112b(d)(1);
Public Law 92-403, Sec. 1; (86 Stat. 619); to the
Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5951. A letter from the Director, Defense
Security Cooperation Agency, Department of
Defense, transmitting a proposed Letter of
Offer and Acceptance to the Government of
Chile, Transmittal No. 16-39, pursuant to
Sec. 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control Act,
as amended, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b)(1);
Public Law 90-629, Sec. 36(b) (as amended by
Public Law 106 -113, Sec. 1000(a)(7)); (113 Stat.
536); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs.

5952. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. ACT 21-431, ‘“Medical Marijuana Cul-
tivation Center Expansion Temporary
Amendment Act of 2016”°, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5953. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. ACT 21-432, ‘“‘Sale to Minors Penalty
Clarification Temporary Amendment Act of
2016, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5954. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. ACT 21-430, ‘‘New Bethany Baptist
Church Real Property Tax Exemption Act of
2016, pursuant to Public Law 93-198, Sec.
602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the Committee on
Oversight and Government Reform.

5955. A letter from the Chairman, Council
of the District of Columbia, transmitting
D.C. ACT 21-429, ‘““‘Fair Shot Minimum Wage
Amendment Act of 2016, pursuant to Public
Law 93-198, Sec. 602(c)(1); (87 Stat. 814); to the
Committee on Oversight and Government
Reform.

5956. A letter from the Executive Analyst
(Political), Department of Health and
Human Services, transmitting a notification
of a federal vacancy and designation of act-
ing officer, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 3349(a); Pub-
lic Law 105-277, 151(b); (112 Stat. 2681-614); to
the Committee on Oversight and Govern-
ment Reform.

5957. A letter from the Executive Vice
President and Chief Financial Officer, Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank of Dallas, transmit-
ting the Federal Home Loan Bank of Dallas
2015 management report and financial state-
ments, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9106; Public Law
97-258, Sec. 9106; (96 Stat. 1044); to the Com-
mittee on Oversight and Government Re-
form.

5958. A letter from the Chairman, Merit
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the
report entitled ‘‘Preventing Nepotism in the
Federal Civil Service’’, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
1204(a)(3); Public Law 95-454, Sec. 202(a) (as
amended by Public Law 101-12, Sec. 3(a)(7));
(103 Stat. 17); to the Committee on Oversight
and Government Reform.
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